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1902. 


1 | High Commissioner {Telegram} February 14 | Requests quotation for portable huts as 
Lord Milner. 166. | (Rec. Feb.15.)| specified. 


2 Ditto ... i 86 January 24 | Transmits copy of telegraphic corre- 
(Rec, Feb.17.)| spondence with the Governor, Natal, 
and the Military Governor, Pretoria, 
relative to the inspection of Merebank 
and St. Jacob’s Siding and to delay on 
the Natal Government Railways in 
supplying stores for the camps. 


3 Ditto... nts 87 January 24 | Transmits Chief Superintendent’s Report 
(Rec. Feb.17.)| on Orange River Colony camps for 
December, 1901, and further general 

correspondence. 


4 | Administrator Lord | Orange | January 24 | Transmits copy of a despatch from the 

Milner. River | (Ree. Feb.17.)| Deputy-Administrator forwarding a 

Colony, report by the Superintendent of the 

12 Native Refugee Department on the 

Native Refugee Camps in the Orange 
River Colony. 


5 | To High Commis- /Telegra February 18 | Notifies that Captain King, Indian Medi- 
sioner Lord Mil- 2. cal Staff, has been selected for service 
ner. in the camps at a salary of £800, and 

sails on Ist March for Cape Town. 


6 | Governor Sir H. E.| Natal | February 19 | Reports that the condition of the camps 
McCallum, elegram | (Rec. Feb. 19.) in Natal is very satisfactory, the death 
i. rate having been reduced to about 50 
per thousand per annum; the camps 
are rapidly filling up. 


7 | High Commissioner | ee, a February 19 | Forwards figures of child mortality for 
Lord Milner. 177. | (Rec. Feb. 19.) week ending February 15th. 


8 | To High Cofmmis- Telegram! February 20 | Conveys request of the German Govern- 
sioner Lord Mil- 6. ment that goods may be sent in by 
ner. the Boer Assistance Committee under 

certain conditions; presumes these 

conditions may be accepted but that 
distribution must be by camp authori- 
ties. 

9 | To War Office... February 20 | Transmits copy of No. 1, and proposes ag 

to instruct the Crown Agents to get 

quotations for the huts described. 


10 | Governor Sir H. E. | Natal, | January 29 | Transmits copy of correspondence with 
McCallum. 28 | (Rec. Feb. 22.)| the High Commissioner relative to 
| the payment of Dutch Reformed 


Ministers. 


11 | High Commissioner 119 January 31 | Transmits correspordence with the 
Lord Milner. | (Ree. Feb. 22.)| Governor of Natal respecting various 
et! matters connected with the camps. 
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1902. 
120 January 31 | Transmits copy of a Minute from the 17 
(Ree. Feb. 22.) Military Governor, Pretoria, covering 
reports on the Transvaal Camps for 
December. 


12 -| High Commissioner 
Lord Milner. 


13 Ditto 121 January 31 | Transmits correspondence respecting the 37 
(Rec. Feb. 22.)| formation of camps in Cape Colony, | 
: and the distribution of clothing, &c., 


from German sympathisers. 









Natal February 22 | Reports that the death rate in Natal 40 
Telegram | (Rec. Feb. 22.) amps for the last week was 28 per 
L. 1,000 only. 


Telegram | February 24 | Asks for the full figures on which the 40 
2. | percentages of 50 and 28 in Nos. 6 
and 14 are based. 


14 | Governor Sir H. E. 
McCallum. 


15 | To Governor Sir H. 
_ BE. McCallum. 


16 | To High Commis- 
sioner Lord Mil- 
ner. 


Telegram| February 24 | Repeats telegram received from Lord 40 
5. Kitchener relative to complaints of 

Colonies as to food contracts for the 

camps, and requests terms of contracts 

and full report. 


17 | Governor Sir H. E. 


Telegram| February 25 | Gives the explanation asked for in 4} 
McCallum. 


2. (Rec. Feb. 25.)| No. 15. 


18 | High Commissioner 


Tel February 26 | Forwards figures of mortality for week 41 
Lord Milner, 194. 


(Rec. Feb. 27.)| ending February 22nd. 


19 | To High Commis- 
sioner Lord Mil- 
ner. 


sim ee February 27 | Notifies statement made by the Principal 41 

‘ Medical Officer at Harrismith that the 

camp there is a danger to the health 

of the troops, and enquires as to the 

facts. 

20 | War Office ... — February 27 | Reports that only £1,200,000 has been | 41 
inserted in the Army Estimate for 
1902-3 to meet expenditure on camps 
for six months, and that it is not clear 
whether the expenditure is to be 
incurred before or after April Ist 
next, as in the latter event the sum 
provided may prove insufficient 
without the aid of Colonial Revenues. 


91 | High Commissioner 


Telegram | February 27 | Gives particulars as to food contracts 42 
Lord Milner. 


201. | (Ree. Feb. 28.)| asked for in No. 16. 


22 | To High Commis- 
sioner Lord Mil- 
ner. 


aie 29 February 28 | Considers that all articlestrequired for 42 
: camps should be obtained from Im- 

perial sources, and suggests procedure 

to be followed in obtaining future 
supplies. 


23 | High Commissioner 


140 February 7 | Transmits copies of telegraphic corre- 43 
Lord Milner. 


(Rec. Mar. 1.) spondence with Deputy-Administra- 
tor, Orange River Colony, respecting 
sites and construction of camps in 
Cape Colony. 


141 February 7 | Transmits copies of Dr. Kendal Franks’ 45 
(Rec. Mar. 1.)| reports on Bethulie, Aliwal North, 
Port Elizabeth, and Springfontein 
Camps. 


el February 28 | Agrees, in reply to No. 8, to meet the 64 
202. (Ree. Mar. 1.) wishes of the German Government as 
regards the first two conditions, but 
to refuse the third (as to distribution). 
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From or to whom, : 


Despatch 
No., &e. 


To High Commis- |Telegra 


sioner Lord Mil- 
ner. 


War Office ... 


To High Commis- 
sioner Lord Mil- 
ner. 


Telegram 
dos 


High Commissioner |Telegram 
221. 


Lord Milner. 
War Office ... 


High Commissioner 
Lord Milner. 


To High Commis- 
sioner Lord Mil- 
ner. 


Governor Sir H. E. 
McCallum. 


Ditto 


High Commissioner 
Lord Milner. 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Ditto 


To High Commis- 
sioner Lord Mil- 
ner. 


Ditto... 


Telegram 
225. 


rele 
Natal, 
34 
Natal, 


38. 
168 


169 


elegram 
231. 


; Sen her 


ec 


... |Telegram 


Date. 


1902. 
March 3 


March 3 


March 4 


March 3 
(Ree. Mar. 4.) 


March 4 


Macch 5 
(Rec. Mar. 6.) 


March 7 


February 6 
(Rec. Mar. 8.) 


February 13 
(Rec. Mar. 8.) 


February 14 
(Rec. Mar. 8.) 


February 14 
(Ree, Mar. 8.) 


March 7 
(Rec. Mar. 8.) 


March 10 


(Rec. Mar. 11.) 


March 11 


March 11 


; 


Subject. 


Points out, with reference to No. 21, 
that by indenting on the Crown 
Agents for supplies responsibility and 
currupt commission to buyers is 
avoided, the Colonies have oppor- 
tunities for supplying, and orders do 
not go to foreigners unless absolutely 


necessary. 


Submits remarks in reply to No. 9 on 
the proposed substitution of huts for 
tents, and suggests procedure to be 
followed for carrying out Lord Mil- 


ner’s proposal, 


Approves the proposal to accept portable 
huts of a permanent character as soon 
as he can fix upon a satisfactory type. 


Reports as to the Harrismith camp 


Transmits copy of Mrs. Faweett’s reply 
on the subject of the removal of 
refugees with measles from Kroon- 
stad to Heilbron Concentration Camp. 


Forwards figures of child mortality for 
the week ending March 1. 


Asks for a report by mail on the dis- 
missal of Dr. Savage from Belfast 
Camp. 


Forwards new regulations for camps ... 


Transmits the report of the General 
Superintendent for January. 


Transmits copy of monthly report from 
the Commandant of the Port Eliza- 
beth Camp and copy of telegraphic 
correspondence with the Secretary to 
the Orange River Colony Adminis: 
tration on the health and working of 
the camps. 


Transmits copy of despatches from the 
Governor, Natal, relative to Merebank 
Camp, and of one from the Military 
Governor, Pretoria, enclosing finan- 
cial statements, &c., for the Trans- 
vaal camps. 


Reports what is being done in the mat- 
ter of the provision of huts. 


States that the complete papers as to the 
dismissal of Dr. Savage from Belfast 
Camp have been already sent home to 
the Private Secretary. 


Asks for returns for February ... eee 


Gives particulars as to Pi of huts it is 
proposed to supply for the camps ; 
asks how many will be required. 
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_Enquires if the capital expenditure re- 
ferred to in his telegrams of 6th and 
llth of February will be incurred 
before or after April 1. 


42 | High Commissioner 


Proposes to pay the new Indian officials 
Lord Milner. 


from the date of giving up their 
Indian appointments. 


States, in reply to No. 20, that Lord 
Milner has been asked whether the 
capital expenditure in question is to 
be incurred before or after April Ist, 
and that no charge upon Colonial 
revenues, even should the provision 

. made in the Army estimates prove 
| insufficient, could be agreed to. 


43 | To War Office .«. 


43a | To High Commis- 
sioner Lord Mil- 
ner. 


Enquires whether cerlain measures 
have been taken to improve the 
health of Bethulie Camp. 


44 | High Commissioner 


Indicates, in reply to No. 41, the capital 
Lord Milner. 


expenditure to be incurred by 
April Ist; enquires if it should be 
reimbursed by Army Paymaster 
before that date. 
Ditto ww. ++ Forwards figures of child mortality for 

week ending March 5th. 





Ditto Sends statistics for camps for February 





elegram| March 12 
248, | (Rec. Mar. 13.) 
















47 | To High Commis- 
sioner Lord Mil- 


ner. 


Communicates purport of statement 
made to the German Government 
regarding the distribution of gifte for 
the camps, and asks him to make the 


necessary arrangements. 


High Commissioner sel eg improvements made in Bethulie 
Lord Milner. amp. 

To Governor Sir H. 
EB. McCallum. 


Enquires, with reference to No. 34, 
meaning of sentence regarding 2s. a 
day under the head “ contracts.’ 











To High Commis- 
sioner Lord Mil- 
ner. 


Communicates names of doctors leaving 
England for the Natal Camps on 
18th March. 

51 Ditto Communicates names of nurses leaving 
England for Natal, Transvaal and 
Orange River Colony Camps on 18th 
March. 

52 States that the Indian officers will be 
paid from Transvaal funds from date 
of embarkation. 


Asks for an official report on the dis- 
missal of Dr. Savage from Belfast 
Camp, informal correspondence be- 
tween Private Secretaries being in- 
sufficient. 





February 19 
(Rec. Mar. 17.) 





Governor Sir H. E. 


Encloses copy of correspondence relative 
McCallum. 


to the treatment of Mrs. de Wet, wife 
of Commandant Christian de Wet, 
who is at present residing in the 
Pietermaritzburg Camp. 
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From or to whom, ee | Date. 
1902. 

Governor Sir H. E. 46 February 20 
McCallum. (Ree. Mar. 17.) 

Ditto... .s tee 48 February 21 
(Rec. Mar. 17.) 

High Commissioner 194 February — 
Lord Milner. (Rec. Mar. 17.) 


To High Commis- 
sioner Lord Mil- 
ner. 


Telegram | March 17 
i. 


Telegram} March 17 
(Rec. Mar. 17.) 


Governor Sir H. E. 
McCallum 8 


— 


To High Commis- March 19 


sioner Lord Mil- 


ner, 
Ditto aa es bi March 19 
Ditto ... eae Telegram March 20 
High Commissioner /Telegram| March 20 
Lord Milner. 266. | (Rec. Mar. 21.) 
Ditto ..- |Tele March 20 
267. | (Rec. Mar. 21.) 
To War Office... — March 21 
High Commissioner 219 February 28 
Lord Milner. (Rec. Mar. 22.) 
Ditto 220 February 28 
(Rec. Mar. 22.) 
DEO ass 221 February 28 
(Rec. Mar. 22.) 
Ditto ... ... [Telegram| March 22 
276. | (Rec. Mar. 22.) 


Subject. 


Reports arrangements made for the 75 
supply of meat to the Natal Camps. 


Reports visits made to various camps in 76 
the Colony during his recent tour. 


Encloses the report for January on the 79 
Orange River Colony Camps, and 
correspondence. 


Makes enquiries on various matters re- 89 
lating to the Heidelberg, Volksrust, 
and Standerton camps. 


States, in reply to No, 49, that the sum 89 
mentioned is rate of hire per tret ox 
per day, and covers all charges. 


Calls attention to the lower rate of 89 
mortality in Natal compared with the 
Transvaal and Orange River Colony ; 
enquires whether anything can be 
done to bring mortality down to the 
average of Natal, and, if not, whether 
more camps could be established in 
Natal. 


States that the German Ambassador 89 
enquires whether articles can be sent 
to Durban as well as to Cape Town. 


States, with reference to No. 47, that 90 
the French Ambassador has been 
similarly informed. 


Forwards figures of child mortality 90 
for week ending March 15th. 


Reports that he has no objection to 90 
proposal in No. 61 with reference 
to German gifts for Concentration 
Camps. 


States that copies of the correspondence 90 
as to removal of refugees with measles 
from Kroonstad to Heilbron Concen- 
tration Camp are being sent to the 
Administrator of the Orange River 
Colony for consideration, 


Transmits reports for January on the 91 
working of the camps. 


Transmits communications from the 
Governor of Natal and the Military 
Governor, Pretoria, respecting Mrs. C. 
de Wet; expenditure on Natal Camps, 
and huts for Burgher Camps. 

Transmits copy of correspondence rela- | ‘142 

tive to affairs in the camps in the 

Orange River Colony and Cape Colony. | 


Reports that he does not think it|} 144 
possible to find more sites in Natal ; 
considers that the present arrange- 
ments of camps cannot be much 
improved upon. 
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70 


71 


71a 


72 
73 


74 


76 


77 


78 


79 


81 


82 





From or to whom, 


To Administrator 
Lord Milner. 


Aborigines Protec- 
tion Society. 


Governor Sir H. E. 
McCallum. 


High Commissioner 
Lord Milner, 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Ditto 


To High Commis- 
sioner Lord Mil- 
ner, 


Ditto 


High Commissioner 
Lord Milner. 


Governor Sir H. E. 
McCallum, 


High Commissioner 
Lord Milner. 


Governor Sir H. E. 
McCallum, 


High Commissioner 
rd Milner. 


To High Commis- 
sioner Lord Mil- 
ner. 


High Commissioner |Telegram 


Lord Milner, 





Despatch 


No., &e. Date. 
1902. 
Orange March 22 
River 

Colony, 
35. 
— March 24 
53 February 26 


(Ree. Mar, 24.) 


Telegram! March 24 


284. | (Rec. Mar. 25.) 
elegram March 25 
6. | (Rec. Mar. 25.) 
246 March 7 
(Rec. Mar. 29.) 
261 March 7 


(Rec. Mar. 29.) 


Telegram! March 29 
is 


elegram April 2 
§ 
280 March 14 
(Ree. Apr. 5.) 
73 March 14 


(Rec. Apr. 5.) 


April 5 
(Rec. Apr. 5.) 


April 8 
(Rec. Apr. 8.) 


el | April 10 
336. (Rec. Apr. 10.) 


a April 11 


elegram 
313. 


elegram, 
j Me 


April 11 
(Ree. Apr. 11.) 


Subject, 


Transmits copies of correspondence 
with the War Office relative to the 
removal of refugees with measles 
from Kroonstad to Heilbron Concen- 
tration Camp. 


Suggests a report being called for 
giving fuller information on the con- 
dition of Native Camps than those 
already supplied, and that a Com- 
mnittee of Ladies should be appointed 
to be entrusted with a mission for the 
benefit of the natives. 


Encloses copy of a despatch to the 
Military Governor at Pretoria calling 
attention to the enormous differences 
between the prices charged by the 
Military Authorities for certain 
articles and those paid under civil 
contracts. 


Replies to the questions asked in No. 58 


Forwards figures of child mortality for 
week ending March 22nd. 


Transmits copy of correspondence with 
the Governor, Natal, and the Military 
Governor, Pretoria, relative to the 
high rates charged in the Military 
Bills for supplies, and the proposed 
establishment of new camps. 


Transmits report by Mr. Tucker on the 
year’s work of the Transvaal Burgher 
Camps ; commends Mr. Tucker, 


States that the Netherlands Minister 
has been informed as in No. 62. 


Notifies departure of nurses for Natal 
Camps. 


Encloses a report for February on the 
camp at Port Elizabeth. 


Encloses report of the General Superin- 
tendent for February and of a report 
by the Medical Inspector. 


Forwards figures of child mortality for 
week ending March 29th. 


Gives number of deaths and death rate 
in Natal Camps for March. 


Forwards figures of child mortality for 
the week ending April 5th. 


Asks for March statistics of camps as 
£00n as possible. 


Transmits requisition from Director of 
Burgher Camps, Orange River Colony, 
for doctors for camps. 


Page, 


144 


145. 


145. 


146, 
147 


147 


149 
150 


160 


160 
162: 


167. 
167. 
167. 


167. 
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140 


141 


142 


143 


144 


145* 
1454 


146 


147 


148 
149 


150 


151 


151A 


152 


153 


To Governor Vis- 
count Milner. 


High Commissioner 
Viscount Milner. 


Ditto eee ore 


Governor Sir H. E. 
McCallum, 


To High Commis- 
sioner Viscount 
Milner, 


High Commissioner 

Viscount Milner. 
Governor Viscount 
Milner. 


To High 
sioner 
Milner. 


Commis- 
Viscount 


Ditto 


Governor Viscount 


Milner. 


High Commissioner 
Viscount Milner. 


Governor Viscount 
Milner. 


Ditto ... 


High Commissioner 
Viscount Milner. 


Governor Sir H. E. 
McCallum. 


Ditto “ef 


; sak August 2 


ye ka. Date. | Subject. 
1902. 
Tel July 8 States that it would be easy to obtain 


4. instructors in spinning and weaving 
for the camps ; suggests remuneration 
to be offered, and enquires how many 
appointments should be offered. 


July 10 


Gives statistics regarding population 
(Rec. July 10.) 


and deaths for June in the native 
locations in Transvaal. 


Telegram 
621. 


583 Gives reasons, in reply to No, 116, for 
the engagement of Refugee Boers for 
service in the Transvaal ; he does not 
think they will ever come into any 
rivalry with the returning British 
Refugee. 


June 20 
(Rec. July 19.) 


185 June 23 


Reports breaking up of the Mooi River 
(Ree. July 19.) 


Camp, which is the first step towards 
the gradual reduction of the camps in 
Natal. 

July 22 


ian, ae Asks for camp statistics for June 


ace July 23 Gives mortality statistics for June 


(Ree. July 24.) 


Tel July 23 
S. (Rec. July 23.) 


July 30 


Expresses the opinion in reply to No. 140, 
that the matter had better wait. 


Instructs him to send particulars as to 
monthly expenditure on Concentra- 
tion Camps as soon as possible after 
the end of each month, and cost from 
April 1 to June 30. 


Telegram 
1. 


eg ty if permission can be given to 
. T. J. Buning to visit the refugee 
camps at Volksrust, Standerton, and 
Johannesburg in connection with the 
despatch of comforts by the Alemaria 


Committee of Ladies in Holland. 
Trans- July 19 Forwards copy of a despatch from the 
vaal, |(Rec.Aug.11.)| Governor of Natal forwarding reports 
321. on the Camps for June, 1902. 
Telegram | August 11 Deprecates permission being given to 
685. | (Rec. Aug.11.)} Mr. Buningtovisit the camps, referred 
to in No. 147. 
Orange July 25 Transmits the monthly reports for June 
River |(Rec.Aug.18.)} on the Orange River Colony Camps, 
Colony, and telegrams respecting the repatria- 
80. tion of Cape rebels. 
Trans- August 2 Transmits the monthly reports on Trans- 
vaal, | (Rec. Aug.23.)| vaal Camps for June. 
546. 
783 August 2 Transmits the report for June on the 
(Rec. Aug. 23.)| Port Elizabeth Camp. 
217 August 5 Reports that up to date 10,746 persons 
(Rec. Sept. 1.) have been despatched from Natal 
Camps. 
218 August 7 Forwards report by Sir T. Murray on the 


(Rec. Sept. 1.) Natal Camps for July. 
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6574 | 
: | No. 1. bolt. Bb wane? 
Hicu Commissioner LORD MILNER to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN) !: 0% »! 
(Received 7.32 a.m., F ebruary 15, 1902.) 
TELEGRAM. 
[Answered by No. 40,] 


February 14. No. 166. In connection with substitution of huts for tents in 
concentration camps I am considering whether it might not be desirable to obtain 
at once a number of portable huts which would serve double urpose of housing 
people in camps and affording them first shelter on return to their farms in cases 
where houses have been destroyed or damaged. Several types are under considera, 
tion, some of them only obtainable from home. With reference to this could you 
wire me as soon as possible quotation for following :— . 


Begins: Wood and corrugated iron huts 24 feet long by 14 feet broad in 
sections not exceeding 6 feet 6 inches, partitioned to afford two rooms. 
Lined thin matchboard, one outside, one inside door, three windows, 
floor 18 inches from ground level, wall plate 8 feet from floor, gabled 
roof, Boyle’s ventilator. Ends. 


What difference would it make if ventilator, about utility of which I am 
doubtful, was omitted. . , 


e hs TE 
6763, Anes | 
| No. 2. 
Hien Commissioner LORD MILNER to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. . 
(Received February 17, 1902.) 
(No. 86.) ; 


High Commissioner’s Office, 
Str, Johannesburg, J anuary 24, 1902. 
Wiru reference to my despatch, No. 76, of J anuary 18th,* I have the honour 
to enclose, for your information, a copy of the undermentioned documents on the 
subject of Boer Concentration Camps in Transvaal and Natal. 
7 | | I have, &c., 
MILNER, 
a le High Commissioner. 
a a oF 

| * No. 29 in [Cd. 934] February, 1902. meth > ai 
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ScHEDULE OF ENCLOSURES. 


From Governor, Natal. Telegram. No. 1. January 17, 1902. 

To Governor, Natal. Telegram. No. 4. January 18, 1902. 

From Governor, Natal. Telegram. No. 2. January 20, 1902. 

From Military Governor, Pretoria. Telegram. M. G. 5005. January 21, 
1902. 

To Governor, Natal. Telegram. No. 4. January 21, 1902. 


PPh S 


Enclosure 1 in No. 2. 
Governor, Natal, to the Hicu COMMISSIONER. 
TELEGRAM. 


January 17. No.1. I shall devote Tuesday and Wednesday next to Merebank 
and St. Jacob’s Siding. Is there anything you desire me to look into particularly? 


Enclosure 2 in No. 2. 
From Hicu Commissioner, Johannesburg, to GOVERNOR, Natal. 
TELEGRAM. | 


January 18. No.4. Your telegram, No. 1, of January 17th. I leave it entirely 
to your discretion, as you are at least as well informed in the matter as I am. 


Enclosure 3 in No. 2. 
GoveRNoR, Natal, to Hicu Commissroner, Johannesburg. 
TELEGRAM. 


January 20. No. 2. I can complete civil organization for Ladysmith, so as to 
allow you to send 100 families from Harrismith, 1st February. How do you wish 
them treated as regards their liberty? Instruct Assistant Director, Railways, Durban, 
to see that civil supplies for Ladysmith Camp are punctually sent. 

Addressed Coaninaciten Chiat Johannesburg, High Commissioner, Johannes- 
burg. 


Enclosure 4 in No. 2. 
Miuitary Governor, Pretoria, to High CoMMISSIONER. 
; TELEGRAM. 


January 21. M. G. 5005. There is great delay on the Natal Government 
Railway and it is most inconvenient as regards supplies for the camps. Details of 
delay I have sent to the railway authorities. Camp stores and pappiios are on the 
same footing as military, but I am informed that delay arises from preference shown 
Natal local traffic even over through civil traffic. Will be grateful if you can get 
Governor to push Hunter or we may have to shut off from Natal permits for civil 
supplies until the congestion is worked off. 


Enclosure 5 in No. 2. 
From Hica Commissioner, Johannesburg, to GoveRNOoR, Natal. 
TELEGRAM. 


January 21. No. 4. Maxwell informs me that there is great delay on the Natal 
Government Railway and it is most inconvenient as regards supplies for the camps. 
Details of delay have been sent to the railway authorities. Camp stores and supplies 

A . 


3 


are on same footing as military, but it appears that delay arises from preference shown 
Natal local traffic, even over through civil traffic. May I invite your good offices with 
railway authorities, as otherwise we may have to shut off from Natal permits for civil 
supplies until the conjestion is worked off. 





6764 
No. 3. 
Hicn Commissionrr LORD MILNER to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. Despatch and 
fs Enclosure 1 
(Received February 17, 1902.) 2 published : 
[ Copy to War Office, March 14, 1902. LF] No. 1 in 
No, 87. (Cd. 936] 
sti : yee March, 1902. 
SIR, High Commissioner’s Office, Johannesburg, Jan 24, 1902. 


Wiru reference to my despatch No. 86, of even date,* I have the honour to 
enclose, for your information, a copy of the undermentioned documents on the subject of 
Boer Concentration Camps in Orange River Colony and Cape Colony. 

[ have, &c., 
~ MILNER, 
High Commissioner, 


SCHEDULE OF ENCLOSURES. 


—_ 


. From Deputy Administrator, Bloemfontein, Monthly report of Concentration Camps 
in Orange River Colony, January 16, 1902. 

. From Deputy Administrator, Bloemfontein, Despatch, January 18, 1902. 

. To Deputy Administrator, Bloemfontein, Telegram, January 19, 1902. 

. From Deputy Administrator, Bloemfontein, Telegram GH 41, January 19, 1902. 
From Deputy Administrator, Bloemfontein, Telegram No. 944, January 20, 1902. 
From Mayor, East London, Telegram, January 15, 1902. 

. From Mayor, East London, Telegram, January 15, 1902. 

. To Mayor, East London, Telegram, January 19, 1902. 

. From Governor, Cape, Telegram, January 20, 1902. 

10. From Attorney-General, Cape Town, Letter, January 18, 1902. 

11. To Mansergh, General Superintendent of Concentration Camps, Cape Colony, Tele- 
gram, January 19, 1902. 
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Enclosure 2 in No. 3. 
Drruty ApMINISTRATOR, Orange River Colony, to High Commissioner. | 


My Lorp, , Bloemfontein, Orange River Colony, January 18, 1902. 


I am very strongly of opinion that it will be necessary for us before long to take | 
steps to secure some description of portable shelters with at A to provide the various 
families in the Concentration Camps when the time comes for them to return to their 
farms. 
In the majority of cases, I feel sure that the returning families will find that their . 
homes have been seriously damaged during the operations of war, and that they will be 
uite unfit for immediate habitation. It is to provide temporary accommodation during 
the period in which the old dwellings are being repaired that I urge the necessity of 
roviding these shelters. The question of the conditions upon which such houses will 
be provided to the several families need not now be discussed. 
Your Excellency, when you recently visited Bloemfontein, suggested the advisa- 
bility of our constituting a repatriation Board, to deal with all matters connected with : 
the return of prisoners of war and their families to their former homes. This Board is in 
progress of formation, and although the housing of the people above referred to is in : 


* No. 2. + Printed as Enclosure 1 in [Cd. 936], March, 1902. 
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reality a matter with which the Board should deal, I do not think that it would be 
advisable for us to postpone taking action until such a time as the Board is prepared to 
commence work, Tinea therefore, recommend that preliminary enquiries be made in 
England by cable to ascertain what the probable cost would be of wood-and-iron buildings 
such as Isuggest. I attach a draft cablegram on the subject for Your Excellency’s approval. 

With regard to the probable number of huts that we shall require, | think that 
10,000 of these buildings would be sufficient to supply one to each family. The huts 
would not be very costly, and from estimates formed here, I am led to suppose they 
would cost in England about £50 each. The cost of carriage would not exceed £10 a hut, 
thus they would come to about £60 each delivered here. The entire outlay, therefore, to 
provide the above number of huts would, in my opinion, amount to £600,000. This may 
appear a very large expenditure for the Civil Government of this Colony to incur at the 
present moment, especially as we have not the necessary funds at our disposal to meet 
the liability, but I would suggest that in the first instance the cost of the huts be borne by 

rmy funds. 
é The huts on their arrival would take the place of the marquees and bell-tents at present 
in use in the camps. The latter have constantly to be replaced by new tents owing to the 
fact that they soon become unserviceable through wear and tear, and a very considerable 
expense is thus incurred, which at present falls on Army Funds, and there is no doubt in 
my mind that, if the huts were provided, although the initial expense might be large, it 
would in the end prove poate 

When the camps are broken up a Board could be formed to assess the value of the 
huts, and the Civil Abieicneat would take them over at this valuation. 

I would add that the depreciation in the value of the huts during the time they are 
being used in the camp would be very small, and amount to much less than the expenditure 
on new tents. 

__ Should Your Excellency decide to adopt my suggestion, I think that it would be 
advisable to have the huts made in England and sent out to South Africa ready to be 


erected. The pepe) reason for urging this is that I contemplate the huts being, in the 


first instance, er in the existing camps, and subsequently moved to the various homes 
of the occupants. Unless huts are specially constructed in a manner to facilitate removal, 
both the wood and iron are often broken and torn about in demolition and trans-shipment, 
often rendering the material useless after once being moved, whereas huts specially 
constructed can be put up and taken down at will without any considerable damage. 
1 have, &c., 
H. Goorp-Apams, | 
Deputy Administrator, Orange River Colony. 
His Excellency The High Commissioner, 7 
7 Johannesburg. : | 





Enclosure 3 in No. 3, 
Hien Commissioner, Johannesburg, to Deputy ADMINISTRATOR, Bloemfontein. 
TELEGRAM. 


January 19, Urgent.-—Received complaint by wire from Mayor, East London, that 
local merchants have had no opportunity of tendering to supply Boer refugee camps, as 
tender only advertised in Orange River Colony papers, though town is providing com- 


monage free. Understand tender concludes to-morrow, so have told Mayor fear too late 


intervene, also that matter rests with you, but that I think: as a general principle Cape 
Colony merchants should have. every chance of competing for. supplies,.and iam so. 
informing you. Correspondence by post. etd 4 


Enclosure 4 in No. a 


From Deputy-Apminisrrator, BLOEMFONTEIN, to Higu Commissioner, Johannesburg. . 


January 19. G.H. 41. Yours of aan re complaints by Mayor, East London. I 
have already advertised’ postponement of date up to which tenders for supplies to East 
London,: as ‘well ‘as other new camps in Cape Colony, need be in, Date now fixed, 
February 15th; and tenders will now be received from firms adjacent to new camps. 





- 
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Enclosure 5 in No, 3. | 
Dercry Apsinistrator, Bloemfontein, to Hig Commissioner, Johannesburg. 


TELEGRAM. 


January 20th. No. 944. Mansergh has arranged all preliminaries and started work 
-on the Kast London camp. I gather from him that there is another suitable site for a 
second and perhaps a third camp, if necessary. Uitenhage Council have consented to give 
necessary site and sufficient water for a camp there, but Cape Railways are afraid that the 
water supply to them from Uitenhage waterworks may be diminished thereby ; if this 
- difficulty could be got oyer, the erection of the camp will be proceeded with ; meanwhile 
Mansergh is getting everything ready to start work. He estimates cost of erection of 
-each camp about £1,300. 


Enclosure 6 in No. 3. 
Mayor, East’ London, to Private Secretary Hien Commissioner, Johannesburg. 


TELEGRAM. 


January 15th. Boer Refugee Camp. There is a strong feeling here that as the 
town is giving up commonage for above camp free of charge, that tenders for supply of 
camp should be called for in Cape Colony papers. At present tenders are called for in 
‘“‘ Bloemfontein Post” only, and people in town consider it unfair that people in neigh- 
bouring State should get contract for supplying camps at East London and Aliwal North 
without their having an opportunity of tendering. Another way might be adopted by 
appointing an agent, a broker to do all the buying for said camps. [ trust you will lay 
this matter before His Excellency. Mansergh is here and agrees with me. 


3 | Enclosure 7 in No. 3. 
_ Mayor, East London, to Private Secretary Higu Commissioner, Johannesburg. 


TELEGRAM. 


_. January 15,,,.Burgher Refugee Camp. Following up my wire of this morning, 
Buffalo Supply. Cad Storage Company are anxious to tender tor supply of meat, Boer 
refugee camp. o tender forms are available here and company wishes to send two 
directors of Company, namely, Mr. J. Powell and Arthur Fuller, M.L.A., to Bloemfontein, 
to put in tender which closes on 20th, but they cannot get pass. This proves what I 
stated in my previous wire. I ask you to ask His Excellency to authorise the necessary 
passes by wire at once or authorise the closing of tenders to be extended to 29th, and 
tender forms sent t® me for distribution. If this cannot be done people consider the system 

of not advertising in Colonial papers and only in Bloemfontein not fair treatment for 
reasons already wired you. 


nue ! Enclosure 8 in No. 3. 
Higu Commissioner, Johannesburg, to Mayor, East London. 

| ert TELEGRAM. , 

January 19. ’ Your telegram of 15th only received this morning, 19th. It is too 
late for me to take any action with regard to teriders closing to-morrow. Moreover, all 
questions affecting administration Boer Camps in Cape Colony should be referred to 
: ee Adininistrator, Bloemfontein, as inmates are Orange River Colony Refugees, I 
agree generally in your view_that_ Cape Colony merchants should have every chance of 
-competing for supplies and.am so informing Deputy Administrator, but all details must 
-be arranged with him. 2UCt creme: 


; 6 
Enclosure 9 in No. 3. 
Governor, Cape, Port Elizabeth, to Hien Commissioner, Johannesburg. 
TELEGRAM. 
January 20. M.S. 2. Following sent to General Settle :— 


Begins :—There are 28 males in the Boer exile camp here. They are accommodated 
in seven tents which are in bad condition. [am informed that no better tents are 
available here and that these men have no greater cause to complain in that 
matter than our own troops under canvas here. I think, however, the point 
is one to which I should draw your attention. The site is exposed and 
windy ; in other respects the arrangements of the male camp appear to me 
sufficient. The arrangements at the female camp are excellent, and Captain 
Fenner, who appears to have won the confidence and goodwill of the people in 


both camps and is devoted to his work, appears to me to deserve great credit, . 


Ends 
I find that both the Commandant and Captain Fenner think that wood and iron huts 


should be erected to accommodate the people in the male camp. I concur if the camp is. 


to remain where it is. 


Enclosure 10 in No, 3. 


AtTrorNEY-GENERAL, Cape, to Hian Commissioner. 

M. 360/02. 

Attorney-General’s Office, Cape Town, 
Dear Lorp Miter, January 18, 1902. 

Your Excellency’s letter of the 14th January* reached me this morning. I entirely 
agree that such questions as fencing and police control should be left to the decision of the 
Administrator of the Orange River Colony. Should anything occur which, for local 
reasons, might render it desirable to enforce greater seclusion, it would, of course, be 
always open to us to bring the matter to the notice of yourself or the Administrator. 

I am not communicating with Mansergb, as I take it that he will receive instructions 
trom Blomfontein to push on the camps without fencing them. My last telegram to him 
in reply to an enquiry was that he was at liberty to go on as fast as possible. 

| note what Your Excellency says with regard to the machinery for enforcing 
discipline, which appears entirely satisfactory, and, so soon as the Martial Law Regula- 
tions are published, I shall give the Magistrates any instructions which may seem necessary 
in supplement of the Military rules. 
| 1 am, dear Lord Milner, 

Yours sincerely, 
J. Rose Iyyus. | 
His Excellenc 
The bad. Milner, P.C., G.C.M.G., &e., 


High Commissioner, Johannesburg. 


Enclosure 11 in No. 3, 
From Hic Commissioner, Johannesburg, to Mr, MANSERGH. 
TELEGRAM. HEU 


19th January. Your telegram of 15th only just reached me to-day, 19th—too late. 


take any action about tenders closing to-morrow. Generally speaking, I am not in a 
sition to deal with details of camp administration which must be settled by you with 


pay Administrator, Bloemfontein. [ have written to him urging necessity of giving 


onial merchants opportunity of supplying camps. 





* Page 94 of [Cd. 934] February, 1902. 
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No. 4. 
ADMINISTRATOR LORD MILNER to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. 
(Received February 17, 1902.) 
[Copy to War Office, February 28,1902. LF.) 
(Orange River Colony. No. 12.) 


SIR, High Commissioner's Office, Johannesburg, January 24, 1902. 

si, an he pewter v7 EDO to ‘A for Sd cena a copy of a despatch 
é puty Administrator of the Oran iver Colony, forwardi 

the Native Refugee Camps in the Orange Rives Colony. : na digtcr 


I have, &c., 
__ MILNER, 
Administrator of Orange River Colony. 


8823 p, Na al 


Enclosure in No. 4. 
Deputy ADMINISTRATOR, Orange River Colony, to Hicu CoMMIssIONER. 


(No. 29/02.) 
Government Offices, Bloemfontein, Orange River Colony, 
My Lorp, January 13, 1902. 
_ Lave the honour to enclose, for your Lordship’s information, a copy of Captain 
Wilson Fox’s report on the work of the Native Refugee Department for November. 
I may add that the report seems in every way to be most satisfactory. 
I have, &c., 
H. Gooip-ADAMs, 
Deputy Administrator, 
Orange River Colony. 





His Excellency 
The Administrator, 
Orange River Colony, 
Johannesburg. 
Native Refugee Department, Orange River Colony, 
“Sir, Bloemfontein, January 2, 1902. 


I Have the honour to forward herewith a copy of the November Return for the 
Native Refugee Camps in the Orange River Colony. 

You will, no doubt, notice an increase in the expenditure over the October Return. 
This can be accounted for as under :— 

An increase of £600 in the salary account, owing to the necessity for additional 
staff, and the fact that several members did not receive their ay in October. 

The payment of sundry items, such as £800 for seed; £600 for meal; £300 for 
_agricultural implements, and the purchase of large supplies of food-stuffs which are 
now in hand. 

In addition to this expenditure, it must be borne in mind that the population of 
the camps increased during the month by an approximate 2,000 souls. . 

The several reports by the Camp Superintendents have been of a very satisfactory 
nature. 

Discipline in the camps has been uniformly good, and the natives seem generally 
‘contented, and are readily turning out for work, both with the Government and on 

the lands round the camps, which are being cultivated for their own benefit. 
The death-rate appears high, but, under the circumstances, I think it can scarcely 


be called excessive. 

Food has been scarce, and in man ; 
-considerable privations before they were rought into 
be taken into consideration the invariable increase 1 


cases the natives have had to put up with 
the camps, and, in addition, must 
n the death-rate in this country 
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during the hot weather before the breaking of the rains, especially so in the case of 
young children. 

Every effort is being made to deal with this matter. Large supplies of comforts, 
such as milk, sugar, rnistiteines, &c., are being distributed, and: I am glad to say that 
at present there is every sign of a steady decrease of the sick list. 

The agricultural outlook is very promising wherever there has been any rain. 
This is especially the case at Taaibosch and Thaba ’Nchu, but the long drought is 
beginning to have serious effects on the crops in the other districts. , 

To sum up, I consider the report to show a very satisfactory state of things 
generally. The Department is now organized on a sound footing, and the natives 
themselves appear to thoroughly understand the Sebati condition of things, and to 

reciate the efforts that are being made by His Majesty's Government on their 





behalf. 
T have, &ce., 
F. Wuson Fox, Captain, 
Superintendent, 
Native Refugee Department, 
Orange River Colony. 
To His Excellency 
The Deputy Administrator, 
Orange River Colony, 
Bloemfontein. 
3996 


No. 5. 
Mr. CHAMBERLAIN to Hicu Commissioner LORD MILNER. 
(Sent 2.45 p.m., Febryary 18, 1902.) 
TELEGRAM. 


February 18. No.2. Referring to my telegram 25th January, No. 4* [Indian 
officers for concentration camps|. Captain King, I.M.S., selected for remaining 
appointment, salary £800. He is now in England. He sails on Ist March for 

ape Town. | 
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No. 6. 


Governor Sir H. E. McCALLUM to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. 
(Received 1.45 p.m., February 19, 1902.) 
TELEGRAM. | 
[Copy to War Office, March 12,1902. LP.) 


19th February. No.1. Returned to headquarters yesterday after month's tour. 
Conditions of concentration camps Natal very satisfactory, death rate reduced to - 
about 50 per 1,000 per annum, in spite of fresh arrivals with infectious diseases from 
new Colonies. Camps rapidly filling up; total number at present about 20,000. 





ay No. 7. 


Hicu Commissioner LORD MILNER to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. 
(Received 10.10 p.m., February 19, 1902.) 
‘TELEGRAM. 


February 19. No. 177. My telegram, No. 163, 14th February.| Weekly | 
return of child mortality for the week ending 15th February. Deaths : Transvaal, 
57. Orange River Colony, 40. Natal, 10. Cape Colony, nil. Total, 107. 


TS 


* No. 170 in African No. 687. | t No. 206 in African No. 687. ; 
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; Enclosure 13 in No. 11. 
From Tue Mrurrary Governor, Pretoria, to THz Hico Commissioner. 
TELEGRAM. 


3170. January 27. With reference to your wire of the 10th. Have wired 
Secretary for Permits, Cape Town, to send Doctors Houghton and Lloyd to Potchef- 
stroom and Alexander to report here. Doctors Dunne and Phillipson had better go 
to Orange River Colony, as we have now more than sufficient medical men. 
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No. 12. Part Pub- 

lished : Nc 
Hicu Commissioner LORD MILNER to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. in (Cd. 93€_ 
' March, 1902. 

(Received February 22, 1902.) 
[Answered by No. 58.] 
(No. 120.) 


High Commissioner’s Office, 
Sir, Johannesburg, January 31,1902. 
Wiru reference to my despatch, No. 119, of even date,* I have the honour ta 
enclose, for your information, a copy of a Minute from the Military Governor, Pretoria, 
covering monthly reports of Transvaal Camps for December. 


I have, &c., 
MILNER, 
High Commissioner. 





Enclosure in No. 12. 
Miuitrary Governor, Pretoria, to Taz Hicn Commissioner. 
MINUTE. 
Military Governor’s Office, 
Pretoria, January 28, 1902. 
[Printed in No. 2 in [Cd. 936].] 





GENERAL REPORT FOR THE MONTH OF DECEMBER, 1901. 


Contents. 
PAGE: 





1. Minute by General Superintendent.t 
2. Synopsis of Death Returns.t 
3. Statistical Return.t 
4. Circulars 98, 101, 102, 108, 104.t+ 
5. ‘Reports, Inspector Major Jackson, Barberton, Belfast, Balmoral, Middelburg. 
6. Re sine Inspector Captain Bentinck, Heidelberg, Johannesburg, Vereeniging; 

olksrust. 
7. Reports, Sanitary Inspector Mr. Curry, Klerksdorp, Krugersdorp, Nylstroom, 

ietersburg, Potchefstroom, Standerton. 
8. Report on Infant Mortality, Vryburg (omitted last month). 
9. Monthly General and Medical Reportst from each Camp. 

W. K. Tucker, 
General Superintendent. 
* No. 11. t Published in No. 2 in [Cd. 936}. t Not printed. 
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| Burgher Camps Départment, New: Liaw Courts, Pretoria, 
oak, cmeamere) pools sy a sachet sowmv00 vor) Sanuary 23, 1902. 
[This Minute, with the exception of the partions printed here, was published in No. 2 
in[Cd. 936].].  , 7 3 
eR T ay Ff 


B tier exalt Or or 3 WwW SY vinitdel, Sf 
_ “\ [This (the seventh) paragraph was only partly printed in the Blue Book. | 


The Matrons and Nurses selected in England and ‘Scotland for service’ in our’. 
amps have nearly all arrived and have been installed in’their various appointments. 


They have created a very favourable impression, bein physically strong and attractive, 
and presenting, by ocular demonstration, to the inma er the camps, examples of true 
British womanhood. ‘The moral effect of the association of these earnest, noble-minded 
and cultivated ladies with the people of the veld, devoted] applying themselves to the 
Nursing of the sick and ministering to the comfort and welfare of the aged, and the dis- 
tressed, cannot fail to be productive of much good in many ways, and especially in 
softening the bitter feelings of enmity which unfortunately ‘are inborn in so many of 
the Boer women against the British name. . . 
* * + * * * * 


[The last twelve words of this (the last) paragraph were not published.| The 
reports on the festivities at Christmas time in all the camps are very satisfactory. 
Instructions were issued to the Superintendents to organise a treat for the children, 

and the manner in which they succeeded in pleasing the young people and their 
elders reflects great credit on their heads and hearts. The many evidences of good- 
will on the part of the officials of the camp towards the inmates under their charge 
are recognised by the people, who often evince genuine regret on the removal or 
resignation of one or bien of the Staffi—on such occasions the men present addresses 
and the women shed tears. 


T have, &c., 
Major-General W. K. Tucker, 
Sir J. G. Maxwell, C.B., 
Military Governor, 
Pretoria. 


() 
 Burcuer Camps—Muppersurc, Barserton, BELrast, BALMORAL. 
GENERAL Report py Magor J ACKSON, Inspector. 


Fencing.—I think it advisable that all camps should be fenced in; Hospital and 
Detention Camps separate from the Main Camp. <A fenced-in camp is easier to look 
after, unauthorised persons can be better kept out, as also stray animals. Latrines, 
refuse ‘bins, &c., can be more regularly arranged where the precincts of the camp are 
clearly defined. 

Grass.—The removal of all grass about the tents tends to cleanliness, as refuse, if 
thrown about, can at once be detected. For the same reason, I do not think gardens 
in the immediate vicinity of tents should be allowed. | 

Meat.—At each of the four camps there was a complaint of the difficulty of getting 
fresh meat. The only solution would appear to be the issue of frozen meat, which 
should be supplied to each camp twice a week. 

Milk Th 
felt, but at present scarcely enough can be obtained for the requirements of the 
hospital. Could milk cows be supplied to each camp? It is hard to know what other 
remedy can be suggested. | | 

Flour—tThe preeent ration is more than is really required, and is, in some in- 
stances, being put by by the families. It has been suggested that Boer meal would be 
much more acceptable, as being what most families have been accustomed to. 

Transport—Animals are much required, but I understand arrangements are 
being made to supply the want. 

Staff Rations.—Rations for the staff, in accordance with Circular No. 88, of 
5th November, do not appear to have been supplied with any regularity. 

-- Analysis of Water—Samples of water had been sent from each camp,to Pretoria, 


~ 


but the analysis had not yet been ‘received. — 


a1) 


ere is no doubt that the want of fresh milk for young children is much 
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Waterproof Tents.—At Balmoral my attention was called to the excellent result 
produced by rubbing over the tent with paraffin candles. After this had been done, 
tents which had. previously leaked were quite impervious to the heaviest rain. The 
allowance is two packets candles to each bell-tent. 

pe ? #5 M. B. G. JACKSON, 
, Majo r; 
| Royal Artillery. 





Report by Major Jackson, Inspector, Burgher Camps. 


Burgher Camp, 
Barberton, December 29 and 30, 1901. 

I visited this camp on the 29th and 30th December. | 

Cleanliness —Thoroughly clean. 

Milk.—Some misunderstanding about the issue of the two bottles of milk to all 
children under five, but this is now set right. 

Sanitary.—Sanitary arrangements work quite satisfactorily. 

Fencing —Camp enclosed with wire fencing, but not the Hospital. No Detention 
Camp, Superintendent giving, as his reason, he was getting no fresh admittances to 
the camp. Neither have any police been told off, as directed in Circular 76, of the 
6th September, Superintendent stating he had had no trouble at all. 

Relief Matron.—There is no Relief Matron. | 

Water—Hot water apparatus just established. 

Enteric—Only three cases, all convalescent. 

One or two families complained that as they had come from the high veldt, they 
found the heat very trying, and begged to be removed to some other camp. 

| M. B. G. Jackson, 
Major, 
Royal Artillery. 





Report by Major Jackson, Inspector, Burgher Camps. — 


} Burgher Camp, Balmoral, January 3, 1902. 

Camp unenclosed, also Hospital, and no Detention Camp. eo 

Arrangements for removing refuse and slops not satisfactory. I called the 
attention of the Superintendent to this. He complains he has no slop-cart. 

Water —Water excellent, but too far away. It should be brought into camp.. 
This would be a matter for the Water Inspector to arrange. No means for obtaining 
hot water. . 

Complaints were made that indents for Hospital requirements had not been 


attended to. 
M. B. G. Jackson, 
- Major, 
Royal Artillery. 


Report by Major Jackson, Inspector, Burgher Camps. 


Burgher Camp, Belfast, January 1, 1902. 

I do not like the position of this camp—really three separate camps—situated ur 
the wae not in any way fenced in. Latrines, refuse bins, scattered about very, 
irregularly, and the natural consequence the camp not so clean as it might have been. 

Water—Present water supply insufficient, but a fresh supply is being arranged. 

Staff—No Camp Matron, the late one being now considered as the Re ief, 
Matron. 

Baths—No baths, owing to insufficiency of water supply. Washing of clothes is 
done at a spruit close by. | | | 
Detention Camp.—No Detention Camp. 

Soup Kitchen—No Soup Kitchen. | 

Hot Water Apparatus—In course of construction. : 
Enteric—There were 22 cases of énteric; and the disease appears.on the inereases. 
Vegetables —Supply ‘of vegetables ample..* : 
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» _ There appears to be some slight friction between Dr. Savage and the rest of the 
staff. This Medical Officer has only lately arrived from England, is evidently very 
keen and hard-working, but at present hardly goes the right way to work, but, as he 
may settle down, I will look into the matter on my next visit. | yet 
I recommend that if a suitable site can be found, these camps be removed and 
formed into one large camp. 
; | M. B. G. Jackson, 


Major, 
Royal Artillery. 





Report by Major Jackson, Inspector, Burgher Camps. 
| Middelburg Camp, 


Middelburg, December 24, 25, 26, 1901, 
and January 2, 1902. 

I visited this camp on the 24th, 25th, and 26th December, and again on the 

2nd January. 

This camp will, I think, in time, be a model of what such camps should be, and 
eat credit is due to the late Mr. Stevens for the excellent way in which it has been 
id out, and I am afraid that his premature death from enteric was greatly due to his 

struggling to complete his work when he was physically unfit to do so. The charge 
of the camp has devolved on the Assistant Superintendent, Mr. Kirsten. 

Medical Staff —Of the Medical Staff, I only found the Principal Medical Officer, 

Dr. Cockerton, on duty. Dr. Mast was on the sick list, and I understand would not 
be available for duty for some little time. The third Medical Officer, who was not 
living in camp, had absented himself from his duties, and I never saw him during my 
visits, although I had sent word to him that I wished to see him at 10 a.m., on the 
26th ultimo. Under these circumstances, as it was impossible for Dr. Cockerton to 
carry on alone, I authorised the temporary employment of Dr. Spencer, the District 
Surgeon, and Dr. Cockerton’s predecessor at the camp, and reported the matter to you 
by wire on the 26th ultimo. 

Camp Staff —The Camp Staff was short of a Relief Matron and one Nurse. 

Water—The water supply was excellent, both in quality and quantity, but no 

Senin i yet been erected. The general cleanliness of the camp was all that could 
e desired. 


Fencing —The camp itself is fenced around, as will also be shortly the Hospital 
and Detention Camps. 
Rations—No complaint as to the rations, except the difficulty in obtaining fresh 
meat. 
The Principal Medical Officer complained of the action of a certain Dr. Pettit, a 
local practitioner, who, in spite of instructions to the contrary, persists in prescribing 
for the burghers, usually without seeing them. I understand that this matter has 
pate hag ae brought to your notice. Cannot this medical man be removed from the 

istrict 

Grazing.—There was a complaint as to the insufficiency of the grazing allowed 
for the burgher cattle. I saw the Commandant on this matter, who will look into it, 

Vegetables —The weekly supply of vegetables is insufficient to go round the 
camp. 


Rations in Store—I found a very large amount of rations in store, much more 
so than is necessary, and yet it is being continually augmented. Roughly, there is a five 
months’ supply of coffee, two months’ flour, three months’ sugar, two and a half months’ 
rice, and three months’ tinned meat, for the present population. Would it not be as 
_ well to fix a supply beyond which no camp can go? Besides the possible deterioration, 


ih accumulation of such large quantities of supplies may be a temptation to the outside 


r. 
Coal_—Not more than four trucks at a time can be conveniently handled. At 
present, eight trucks arrive at a time. 
‘Salt—There was no salt in store at the time of my last visit, though the rations 
for the week had just been issued, and more was expected before the next issue. 
Store at Station—An application had been made, about a couple of months ago, 
through the Resident Staff Officer, for permission to erect a transit store at the station, 
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as great difficulty is found in dealing promptly with the large quantity of stores and . 
supplies which arrive, on account of the want of transport and labour. I think it. 
would be advantageous if such a store might be erected. : | 

._ + Expenses.—The pay list of this camp seemed very high for burghers employed. 
Nine men attached to the staff were drawing between them £67 a month. One man, 
“Jongbloed,” was drawing ten shillings a day as Assistant Storekeeper, though the 
reason for his original appointment—the doknads of the Storekeeper—no longer 
existed. I ordered that to cease. 

Enteric.—The enteric at this camp is on the decline. 


(6.) 
Report by Captain Bentinck (Inspector, Burgher Camps). 
Burgher Camp, Heidelburg, December 23, 1901. 
Strength in camp, 2,205. 
URGENT REQUIREMENTS. 
Permanent Chief Medical Officer and Camp Matron. 
Regular supply fresh meat. 


Two spans oxen, mules or donkeys and wagons. 
Fifty bell tents (for inmates of No. 1 camp). 


Poh 


RECOMMENDED. 


1.. Ten marquees (asked by wire twice and by letter), as well as item (50 bell tents) 
above for hospital, but 13 E. P. tents, including one for hospital Matron, would be 
preferable—the hospital marquees at present in use could then, be utilised to replace 
damaged marquees in camp. 

2. Leather for boot making (already indented for). 

3. Wire for fencing in hospital and both camps. 


REGARDING Report or LapiEs’ CoMMISSION. 
No. 1 camp will be broken up directly 50 bell tents, above noted, are received. 


1. Water Supply.—tThis is first-rate—from springs covered in with iron sheeting 
.and conducted to the camps by pipes, also covered in. Four 100-gallon tanks are 
neg Ba up now wherein to boil the water. 

| ips 1 camp was clean, the tents, as is the custom in all waggon-laagers, were close 
together. 
Ns No. 2 camp and No. 3 camp are clean and tidy. No pigs visible anywhere. 

Washing Clothes——There are many washing tables, and an ample supply of the 
same water as used for drinking. I found no one washing clothes in pools or stagnant 
water. 

Bathing —There is a small bathing pond, and a brick bath-house with three parti- 
tions, which will each have a shower-bath—the connections were being laid on at the 
‘time of my visit. 

2. Dry Rubbish—Transport is very short at present; but the Superintendent 
bought five oxen the day I was there, which will help matters. It would not appear 
Faind on the inmates of the camp to take their rubbish in wheel-barrows to the “ dump- 
ing ground,” as it is all down-hill and idleness is rife. With increased transport the 
“dumping ground ” could doubtless be made further off. 

anitation.—The latrines were marvellously clean and well kept—plenty of dis- 
-infectants everywhere and surroundings clean and quite free from smell. The accom- 
-modation for women has been largely increased and ample provisién made for children 
-—both in perfect order. 

Slop-water.—Quite satisfactorily disposed of. | , 

3. Housing—The sod huts, although low, are very much cooler than tents, and 
very popular. “the were built when the camp was first started. I found all remark- 
vably clean and well kept. Tent flaps are very generally raised. . satin 

4, Rations—The only complaint was as regards the want of fresh meat, which is 
‘issued once weekly. I trust yehiperated meat will shortly be providéd. The flour 
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rdtion is too large. I recommend a reduction thereof, and an additional issue of fresh: 
meat or vegetables. He te HOI b mo ore ri ahi + His 

Milk.—Is issued to children under five years by order of the Doctor—rate two 
tins every three days. It is not mixeu by the Camp Staff, as the Medical Officer dis- 
proves, as he thinks the indifferently washed-out vessels, which would be brought by” 
applicants, would lead to contamination of milk. It is not now issued in lieu of meat, 
but as a free extra. | i 3Or J f 

Vegetables —No issue of fresh vegetables now made. They are procurable from: 
Natal, also from local gardens, but the prices asked by local men are excessive. | 

The gardens worked by Burghers will produce some shortly. 

Soup Kitchen.—There is an excellent one and doing well. 

5. Baking—There are several public and many private ovens. 

Kitchens—The hospital kitchen is a spacious building of green brick, built by 
Burghers, with larder attached, and well planned. 

6. F'uel——There has been a lack of wood. The supply has:now arrived. 

7. Slaughter Poles and vicinity perfectly clean. 

8. Beds.—A further supply of wood for kartels is daily expected—nearly every- 
one is supplied with one. 

; 9. Relief Matron.—There is no relief Matron—the Superintendent does not wish 
or one. 

10. Poyntons’ Store—Well stocked. 

11.—Hospital.—Enteries (12) all convalescent. 

Whooping Cough is declining. 

The hospital compound is being fenced in. The grounds are scrupulously clean. 
E. P. tents are asked for above, instead of the present marquees, which leak, and are,. 
in a few cases, out of repair. 

12. Enteric Stools—aAn Incinerator is in use. 

13. Hospital Linen is disinfected in carbolic and then boiled. ; 

14. Hospital Washing is done in a separate place, well apart from camp washing. 

15. School_—The marquees are in bad condition, and rdly large enough to 
accommodate numbers. A further supply of benches needed. 

I think the arrival of teachers from ovland will give a great impulse. At pre- 
sent there seemed to be a lack of life in the instruction, and several unchecked cases of 
indiscipline and untidiness and uncleanliness. 

16. Occupation.—Gardening is being energetically done. 

Shoemaking—Slack until arrival of leather already indented for. 

_ Butlding.—I have seldom seen such thoroughly well-made buildings of green brick 
as exist: in this camp—notably the hospital kitchen, new store house, and new ration- 
issue house. 

Tt is thus clear that all the recommendations of the Ladies’ Commission have been 
carried out, as far as circumstances and plant available would permit. 

I desire to point out the very great disadvantage under which this camp labours 
in not having yet got its proper and permanent Medical Officer. Dr. ston has 
“ been going” for the last month or more. Also by absence of a Camp Matron. On. 
examining the Death Register I found that nearly every death occurred in camp instead: 
of in hospital. It is true that the rasa are extremely well nursed in hospital by 
Sister Bailey (Hospital Matron) and her Assistants, but I am quite certain that the: 
two Burgher Policemen detailed to discover the sick in camp are either incompetent 
or slack, and so numbers of sick remain in camp, instead of being brought to hospital 
for treatment. 

The health of the camp is distinctly good, but with the Camp Matron and her Staff 
actively working, it could, I think, be better. 

It would be hard to initiate this system, which is worked so successfully in other: 
camps, with the present temporary Medical Officer in charge, and no Camp Matron. 

In conclusion, I would desire to say that the management and cleanliness of the 
camp reflect most highly on the Superintendent, Mr. Allison, and his Staff—all in- 
defatigable workers. i | : 

he people appeared all perfectly satisfied, except as regards fresh meat, which 
- was the sole pulaphiint made to me. | 
ey | W. Bentinck, Captain, 
Inspector. 
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Tw OF noon oly oo Report on JOHANNESBURG CAMP. 
_ URGENT REQUIREMENTS. 


_, Hospital—Fifty mosquito nets; six dozen sheets. | TOR ee EE 
;. | Rations.—Fresh meat.,........., te se ee Agee TS 
..  Camp.—Hides for kartels (wood is plentiful). | 

Hides obtainable from Vereeniging Camp. ; 
; Tents,—Out of 581 tents about 70 are in indifferent repair, thin, and leak. 
‘Reading Room.—A better class of English Pictorial paper than “ Police Gazette,” 
ppreferably.“ Country Life,” “Sporting and Dramatic.” oh [Su cay 
gy. re AYA rN RECOMMENDATIONS. 


Hospital —W ould he advisable to arrange about the supply of drugs in case Army 

‘Stores supply is stopped.) | ) | 

: Steam Disinfector would be better than the two small boilers at present in use— 

_but is expensive. Possibly the Yeomanry Hospital may have one. 7 | 

... , Rations—Flour and Rice rations apparently too large. In most tents there was 
at least half a sack of each—especially flour. Fresh vegetables (best cabbage and 
pumpkins) are now issued twice weekly (ration 1 lb. per adult or child). As there are 
several cases of scurvy I would recommend an addition] issue of fresh vegetables, which 
are plentiful and of first-rate quality, until fresh meat is issued. 

Huts—The Medical Officer condemns these as insanitary. Scarlet fever broke 
out inone hut. That occupied by the men is very clean and tidy. I think two of these 
might be demolished, at any rate, if not more. One (or more) would be invaluable as a 
school if rebuilt on another site, the other as a sanatorium. 

School—The grand stands, though sheltering from sun, wind and rain, when from 
one direction, afford much to distract the children’s attention. It is almost impossible 
for a whole class to hear dictation properly. If it is windy the teacher's efforts to in- 
struct are practically thrown away. ‘The marquees for the younger children seemed 
crowded, and one class seemed to interfere with another. (19 

The iron hut would, I think, prove a great boon to both teachers and pupils. 
__Sanatorium.—The Medical Officer has his convalescents in tents and marquees 
in the hospital grounds, which are shady, and prefers to keep. them in the open air 
rather than in a building. erg." | | 

I think a sanatorium to which sickly children and orphans could be sent from 
several camps, and there fed up and educated, would be a most desirable institution. 
The material for which could be taken from one of the. huts. : 

Games.—Croquet and tennis to give something for men and women to do. J 
found the former a most popular game at Vereeniging, while at Volksrust tennis is a 
good deal played. The men have nothing to do whatever. A crowd were playing 

‘Vingt-et-un ” for boxes of matches, in the men’s huts. I am of opinion that as the 
en do not use the Reading-room Tent, the papers, &c., would be best put into the 
‘men’s hut. | 7 | 

Transport—The Superintendent asked four days ago for sufficient transport to 
replace some military transport still on charge. KS . 

Gardens —I think the men would be glad of the occupation afforded them by 
_ cultivating small plots, if ground is obtainable near by. RE Ds 
_ The recommendations of the Ladies’ Commission as regards latrines for segrega- 
"tion camps were carried out; also a latrine (three W.C.’s), 7.¢., placed close to the wash- 
ing ground. a 

T regret that I cannot agree that the tents are crowded. They are the full military 
interval. I do not recommend the tents should be shifted, while the numbers in camp 
remain the same—as the rain furrows are now well cut, and the extension of the cam 
ile from the grand stands would bring the outer tents close to a large disused rubbis 

cap. | . | 

The camp is extraordinarily clean everywhere. The a oe, beyond mentionin 
the want of fresh meat, are most amiable and contented. e Superintendent an 
Staff very hardworking and pleasant in their dealings with them. _ 0 
I did not think there was quite enough discipline in the school classes in the Asai 
stands. The younger children in marquees behaved in an exemplary manner, how- 
“ever. 


* “This camp was visited by me December 8, 9, 10; 1901. 


Captain ‘BENTINCK. 
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Johannesburg Burgher Camp, December 10, 1901. 


Re Rations of the Staff. 


The Superintendent, Mr. Noble, told me that the Staff, 17 in number, are alk 
unwilling to take 2s. 6d. per diem in lieu of rations owing to having to send into town. 
three times a week—a distance of about three miles—for meat and bread, and for any 
other items they require. | 

The J ohannesburg market price for the items in rations is £3 13s. 3d. monthly, 
while 2s. 6d. per diem, the allowance, would be £3 15s. 

The difference is, they say, too small to make it worth while sending in so often 
so far, and were they to do so, the regular transport work of the camp would be much 
interfered with. 

The Superintendent suggests 5s. per diem as the daily allowance in lieu of rations, 
at which sum the staff would arrange for their own feed; g. This, of course, means. 
£127 10s. per mensem as against £63 15s., or the actual cost of rations. 

As, however, many are receiving much less pay than in ordinary times, and the 
pee la is being most efficiently done, I think if it is more convenient, to give them 
an allowance in lieu of rations, that a sum in excess of Qs. 6d. per diem might be: 
offered. 

W. G. BENTINCK, 
Captain. 








Report by Captain Bentinck (Inspector, Burgher Camps). 
Burgher Camp, Vereeniging (Inspected December 23, 1901). 
Strength—176 men, 340 women, 435 children. Total, 951. 
Urgent Wants.—A further supply of fresh vegetables. (Scurvy being existent in. 


camp.) 
Recommended to be obtained. 
For Hospital :— 
4 E. P. tents. 
12 “ Deck” or easy chairs for patients. 
24 Bedside tables. 
12 Counterpanes. 
20 Pillow cases. 
12 Spittoons. 
6 Table cloths. 
12 Towels. 


For School :— 

3 or 4“ Mafeking ” shelters, in lieu of present extra large marquees, vide: 
School paragraph below. 
48 “ Infant Pap toe Pictures for object lessons. 

Water Supply.—Mr. Andrews, Water Engineer, has in the incredibl short time: 
of 6 days fitted and laid over 1,000 yards of iron piping, over 270 feet of which goes. 
under the Vaal River, from a spring of absolutely pure water (so analysed), which has 
filtered through sand-stone and coal, to the centre of the camp. This gives a plenti- 
ful supply of pure water for a camp twice this size. The pumping engine is fixed, 
and house for same erected, and the water was to be turned on on riday afternoon, 
December 23rd. The importance of this can hardly be over-estimated. Three tanks 
from which boiling water can always ‘be drawn are in use, and two more tanks are being 
erected now. 

2. Sanitary System—Pails used. Emptied daily by Town Sanitary Board. 
Night-soil deposited over two miles from camp. The Latrine accommodation has been 
increased, and further conveniences in course of construction. They were in all cases 
clean. 

Rubbish—Removed regularly twice or three times a week from the rubbish (tem- 
porary) heap, 150 yards from nearest tent to a spot two miles away. 

Blous Removed several times a day from pails in the centre of the “ Streets.” 

Washing.—In Vaal River, where are convenient stones. 

Bath-House——Has been re-erected close to camp. Has 4 partitions, and water 
from the main supply is being now laid on. 
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Shoemaking.—Slack just now, owing to lack of leather, which has not yet arrived 
although indented for. 

Brickmaking—A good deal is done in this line. 

Various Employments—A fair number of Burgher Refugees have obtained em- 
ployment in town. | errs 

L'ents.—Condition not good. If, however, the camp is reduced in size consider- 
ably, the worst tents could be weeded out. 

Washing Places.—Under construction in camp. The donga, where clothes have 
been washed is about 500 feet below the camp, making the carrying up of wet clothes 


- a tedious business. 


Latrines.—Pail system. The latrines are not so clean as they ought to be. There 
should be a plentiful supply of ashes or sand in the latrines, especially where the 
buckets stand, which should be frequently changed. 

‘ Night soil—Removed by the Military Sanitary Staff to a spot some two miles from 
the camp. 

Rubbish.—Deposited about 500 yards from camp, in the open. It could, I think, 
be burned. ‘The ground is too rocky to admit of its being buried. Though not smelling 
badly, it collects tlies. It cannot be placed further away conveniently, as there is a 
deep donga, and the Natal authorities refuse to allow its being shot across the border. 

Disinfectants —Plentiful. 

Sanitary care of camp.—Effected well by two competent burghers, except as 
regards latrines. I have told the Superintendent what I recommend should be done. 

Camp Matron.—lIs daily expected. Miss Muir (uncertificated) is at present - 
carrying on the work as well as can be expected. 

Relief Matron —Miss Gilbert has been four days in charge. This Department 
is, I think, worked satisfactorily. 

Rations.—One pound fresh meat (bone allowed for) and one pound corned beef 
issued to each adult weekly. Refrigerated meat daily expected. With such a quan- 
tity of “loot” stock eating up all available grass, I recommend that sheep, goats, and 
cattle be procured forthwith, and issued. 

The sisi ration is too large. While at the ration stand, three women said they 
had flour enough and wanted no more. There must be plenty who would not own 
up to this. I was credibly informed that at Irene the surplus flour in possession of 
families was prodigious, and I would recommend a reduction in flour ration of, say, 
two pounds weekly, and substitution of a third issue of meat (fresh, if possible), or else 
fresh vegetables. , 

Coffee-—As raw coffee is issued, and, when roasted, decreases in weight, I would 
recommend two ounces extra being issued weekly per adult. 

Soup—A soup kitchen is established, and is doing well. 

Milk.—Two bottles per diem to children under five fake on doctor’s recommen- 
dation, are issued. (“ Ideal” and “Sledge” Brands used.) 

Baking Ovens.—All are private ovens. 

Water—Direct from the town reservoir. Samples have been sent to Pretoria 
for analysis, but report not yet received. It is considered to be very good indeed. 

Hospital—tThe Grand Hotel, a brick building, and I strongly recommend that 
the building should be kept on, as Volksrust lies high, and is a cold place, and I think 
many cases of pneumonia could be avoided. 

' It is impossible to move the hospital to camp, owing to lack of ground wherein to 
ace it. 
Prevailing Disease-—Enteric (49 cases), progressing favourably and decreasing, 
Whooping-cough and. diarrhoea. 
ater—From town reservoir. Brought in three tank carts, three double-barrel 
and one single-barrel water carts, and all boiled. 

Milk.—Ten to twelve bottles of fresh milk daily, as well as some supplied by 
various burghers. 

If condensed milk is used, a mixture of “Ideal” and “ Sledge” Brands is made 
with boiled water. 

Drugs.—Sufficient. 

Enteric stools —Boiled. 

Linen disinfected —In perchloride, and then boiled in large Kaffir pots. 

Hospital Wash-house—Tents in Hospital grounds. 

Dutch Medicines—Absolutely forbidden, but obtainable surreptitiously in town. 

Disinfectants —Plentiful. 
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of Mrs. Horsewell, the Hospital Matron, who has been very successful in inspiring her 
Staff with her zeal and cheerful manner. 

The camp and hospital are entirely cut off from the town, no one being allowed 
there without permission. The river flows past the Kaffir location, then past the 
town, afterwards passing the camp, so that nothing infectious can go from camp to 
town. 

The camp is clean, and in very good sanitary condition, and as it is now, it would 
be difficult to find a more suitable place for it in any locality. It is, in my opinion, 
in no wise detrimental to the health of the people of Klerksdorp. 


Requirements. 


Seventy-five bell tents. Twenty-five marquees. One ton Carbolic Powder. 
Cover old deposit. Cut trench from old river bed to present course. 
Some of the tents are rotten. 
W. F. Curry, 


Inspector. 





Report on Condition of Burgher Camp, Krugersdorp. | 


am ‘ Krugersdorp, sage 19, 1901. 
Site.—The site of above camp appears suitable in every way for camping purposes, 
being sloping, well drained, and protected from storms by surrounding hills 


Water Supply.—tThere is, at present, an abundant supply of good spring water 
available from Lavell sunk into the rock. ri Oeate 

No. 1 well at west of camp is in reality two wells, one covered and the other un- 
covered. 

These are walled out with stone, but as a further preventive against surface perco- 
lation, I would recommend that a puddle wall of clay, about 3 feet 6 inches deep, and 
1 foot 6 inches in thickness be placed to the upper side of the wells. This should be 
done to all the wells. Also the well at present uncovered, should be covered in. The 
whole of the wells require additional walling to prevent surface pollution, and the 
Superintendent has given orders to carry out as well as the puddling and covering in 
referred to. Wells Nos. 2 and 3 are not walled out, but unless to prevent the falling in 
of the sides, the puddling will be sufficient protection against surface infiltration. 

In my opinion it is desirable and possible that a well should be sunk at a higher 
part of the camp, north-east, for further supplies, and if successful the lower part of 
camp be supplied by gravitation. 

Everything ~ to an abundant supply near the hospital, and it is worth trying 
for. Cost of well probably £1 per foot, depth, say, 30 feet. 

Sanitation—The sanitary condition of the camp is good, latrines in good order 
eal system), everything clean, pointing to regular and systematic attention on the part 
of the Staff. é 

In connection with this I would recommend that carbolic powder, Jeyes or Izal, 
&c., should be used after cmp ying all pails (both slop and latrine) instead of chloride 
of lime, being more effective and less offensive. A supply for this purpose should be 
forwarded, say, 1 ton. 

Deposit for ashes I recommend to be placed beyond the present runner of water in 
future, and I would also suggest the runner to be fenced in, to keep the women from 
washing clothes, and the children from playing there. The runner might also be 
clcared in places, so as to drain regularly and avoid the formation of pools in places. 

I am very pleased to be able to say that the state of the camp shows the good re- 
sults obtainable from the co-operation of the Medical Officer of Health and the Super- 
intendent ably assisted by an intelligent and loyal staff, and also shows that the 
affairs of the camp are intelligently and ably conducted. 


Population by a 5,290 
Enteric cases, all in Hospital Aer 4: oe 6 
Suspicious cases, all in Hospital ... waa ay 3 
This speaks for itself. 


Poynton’s Store—I would draw your attention to a means of revenue at present 
not utilised, viz., the sale of goods to the people in the camp. Both here and at Stand- 
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erton a large amount of stuff is sold, and a private venture benefits by it. This could 
be done under your Superintendent's control, and the profits go to reduce the camp 
expenditure. 

A large school tent, 40 feet 0 inches by 20 feet 0 inches, is urgently required, 
particulars of which have been forwarded you. Will you please urge delivery ! 

A good feature is the washing drill here every alternate day boys and girls being 
told off for bathing, boys under the police, girls by nurses. Lessons learnt by this will 
probably not be forgotten. 

Yours, &c., 
W. F. Corry, 
Assoc. San. Inst. 


SANITARY INSPECTOR’S REPORT. 


Burgher Camp, Nylstroom, December 28, 1901. 

Site of Camp.—The above camp is pitched on a sandy soil, which carries off prac- 
tically all the rain-fall. It is on sloping ground and is pitched in a direction falling 
from West to East. After a rain during the night on my visit there were no traces 
of water running on surface, nor any indications of vapour, consequent on vaporation, 
pointing out that underground drainage is good. 

Water Supply.—The well at present in use, and from which water for drinking 
purposes is drawn, showed no evidence of percolation ; the water being drawn from the 
rock, naturally filtered, appeared quite fit for drinking purposes. A second well 1s 
being sunk, and will, in al probability, be shortly in use, a supply of dynamite for 
blasting purposes having arrived to-day. 

The fewness of enteric cases seems to point out that there is no danger from the 
water supply. 

Sanitation.—The camp is clean; the Latrines clean and regularly emptied; the 
ash-bins also, with little in them, and contents regularly taken away and deposited 
(together with contents of pails from latrines) in pits at least a mile away from camp. 

There are at present no pails for slops, but the Superintendent has undertaken 
to remedy that want; by doing so, the danger of pollution of water supply is minimised. 

A slop tumbler-cart is necessary to ensure the efficient removal of slops, and this 
has, I understand, been ordered, but has not yet arrived. 

A supply of carbolie or other powder for sprinkling of pails is necessary, also liquid 
Izal or Jeyes’ Fluid for general use. 

The camp also extends to the town, in which the Superintendent also exercises 
supervision and undertakes the sanitary duties. The houses are generally clean and 
the offices fairly so. 

I believe that the health of the camp as a whole, is improved by the facilities 
granted to numerous families for living in houses, and certainly the work of the Staff 
1s at and conditions in general made much more favourable, owing to the 
number of buildings available as stores, offices, schools, hospitals, &c. 

Staff —Mr. Duncan appears to have under him an efficient and erg staff, 
without which no work of this kind can be properly carried out. He and the Medical 
Officer of Health, Surgeon-Captain Sturdee, appear to co-operate most heartily for the 
benefit and improvement of the Burghers ee families. 

Hospital_—The hospital is quite away from the camp, and can be enlarged if neces- 
sary, but all indications point to a lessened necessity for so doing. 

The number of people in camp is :— 





Under canvas 3 aa Et ar _ 1,191. 
Housed _.... ae ate ena ry Hy 540 
Total s bee a 1,731 





There are at present only three cases of enteric, but there are a number of cases of 
diarrhoea, due, in the opinion of the Medical Officer of Health, to the careless and 
improper feeding of the children by the mothers, but the great and general improve- 
ment is doubtless due to the efficient work of the officials, and to the knowledge gradu- 
ally being instilled into the people of the benefits of personal cleanliness ad sanita- 
tion. The people appear to be cheerful and contented generally. 

W. F. Curry, 
Inspector. 
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I here take the opportunity of thanking Mr. Swartz, Superintendent, and Mr. 
Dixon, for the courtesy shown me and the information they have placed at my disposal. 








Burgher Camp population ivi yh os 4,850 
Population in town sid me bis ~ 2,340 
Total | vs fi as 7,190 
W. F. Curry, 
Inspector, 


Associate of the Sanitary Institute. 


Report by Sanitary Inspector. 


Burgher Camp, Standerton, December 14, 1901. 

Site—According to instructions, I proceeded to Standerton Camp, and on arrival, 
on 11th instant, I walked over the present site in company of the Superintendent, Mr. 
Winfield, who has helped me in every way in his power to obtain information, and been 
invariably courteous. ; 

During my inspection there was a most noticeable stench proceeding from a donga 
running diagonally across camp, from south to north, draining into river. This donga 
traverses the lower portion of camp, and has been very much polluted by latrines (pits) 
cut on the banks, and by the deposit of slops and all kinds of rubbish in the past, and 
up to the present day. The air is, in consequence, foul in its immediate vicinity, and 

ter a rain, foul matters are washed through the camp, causing a dangerous condition 
of things, in the lower portion especially. The upper portion, the Hospital site parti- 
cularly so (being on rising ground, and draining in aif dipeotions) is a very good and 
suitable site for camping purposes, and no other suitable site being available, both for 
military reasons and by reason of inability to remove the site of Hospital, permission 
was given to extend the camp principally in a south-east direction, with the result that 
about 30 acres of land in every way suitable as a healthy site, has been staked off for 
enclosure, the additional land having been approved, and the work of demarcation 
carried out, in conjunction with Captain Bentinck and Mr. Winfield. Similarly a line 
has been staked out above the donga, below which no part of the camp will, in future, 
be situated, it being proposed to remove the whole of the Burgher Camp with Staff, 
above this line, with entrance outside the position of the old camp altogether. 

Sanitation—The deplorably defective sanitation of the past is apparently to be 
succeeded by the pail system advocated by your Superintendent. 

At present accommodation is provided, or proposed (as the pails are not a situ) 
for a pail or seat for every 21.6 persons. The number of pails oul be increased to 
one for every ten people in the camp, and to ensure cleanliness each seat allocated to the 
occupiers of not more than two tents. 

he pails should be emptied daily, and afterwards sprinkled with disinfecting 
powder, such as Izal, Jeyes, Elswick, or other carbolic powders, with strength of dis- 
infectant not less than 15 per cent. The latrines are erected at the fencing of camp, 
and it is proposed that all cleansing and removal of contents shall be done from the out- 
side of the camp; where, however, it is necessary, the presence of the latrine in the 
camp will be free from objection, provided that proper care is exercised in the removal 
of the refuse, and daily attention given to removal and sprinkling of pails. 

I understand that the delay in starting this system is due to the non-fulfilment of 
an agreement by a contractor. This should be remedied at once, as the old foul system 
still continues. 

A new ground for deposit of foecal matter and slops has been fixed on, as far as 

ssible away from and below the site of the camps, until such time as the contractor 
is instructed to remove the refuse to the general dumping ground of the district, or 
otherwise dispose of it. 

Buckets for slops have been placed at intervals among the tents. These should be 
emptied daily, and treated similarly to latrine pails. 

During my inspection several cases occurred where the slop buckets had not been 
emptied for some days, indicating a lack of supervision, accounted for by the illness of 
the Camp Overseer and others on the Staff. As a remedy, I would suggest that an 
additional man be sent to assist the Superintendent, and that he be empowered, in case 
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of illness of any of the staff, to engage any necessary temporary assistance; this is 
especially desirable, in view of the labour entailed in the proposed fencing and removal 
of the camp, storehouses, &c., to the higher ground. In addition to the removal of 
slops, there are several very insanitary heaps of rubbish; these should be carted away, 
and the site of the old latrines and heaps should be covered with quicklime, dug in, and 
then covered again. 


Enteric Outbreak. 


Cases in Hospital on 12th instant... a oy 56 
Cases in Camp on 12th instant ra 44 a 50 

Cases in Camp under observation and undeter- 
mined as yet ... ok aes Ret os 39 
Total ... 145 


The figures above show a serious condition of affairs, due, probably, to the following 
causes :— 


1. Impure and infected water supply ; 
2. Infection caused by non-isolation; and 
3. Bad sanitation. 


The last has already been touched upon. 


1. Water Supply —tThe Vaal River water, at present the only available source: 
of supply, is ae rently very dirty, due, in all probability, to clay in suspension. It is 
also, in all like ‘lined: very much contaminated owing to drainage from lands containing 
dead and unburied cattle, and from germs of enteric from various sources along the 
river area. To purify this, it is necessary to filter it and boil it for drinking purposes. 
By filtration all organic matter is removed and purification ensured. 


As a further preventive, boiling destroys the germs of enteric. 

As it is highly desirable that no water of a hurtful character should be brought 
into camp for any purpose whatever, I would strongly recommend that a “Slack & 
Brownlow” water purifier, working under pressure on main supply to camp, should 
be purchased. This filter is strongly recommended by Mr. Andrews, your Engineer, 
and it is possible that one may be acquired for a merely nominal sum, and, on breaking- 
up of camp, its value recovered. 

The work of water supply (completed, so far) is as follows:—A 3” main from 
intake above town suppiy to tanks, containing capacity for, approximately, 10,000 
gallons. Supply pipes, 3”, 2”, 14,” and 14,” from tanks to six boilers, and eight stand- 
pipes for washing purposes. 

Until the engine 1s to hand no practical improvement can take place, and, even 
then care must be taken that each boiler-full of water is brought to boiling- point, or 
the expenditure already incurred will be money thrown away. Some responsible 
person should be put in charge of boilers. 

If time and object [? money] had been no object, I should have suggested the 
laying down of a gravel and sand filter bed at a high level, with supply from storage 
tanks after filtration. As the wants are pressing and urgent, it is advisable to 
adopt some filtering process which can be fixed without delay, this I have recom- 
mended above in “Slack & Brownlow’s” charcoal filter. 

2. Hospital Accommodation and Isolation Fifty cases of enteric in camp, and 
39 cases under observation, making, probably, 89 centres amongst the healthy for the 
spread of infectious disease. 

Only one practical way remains for the prevention and stamping out of disease in 
a case of this sort, and that is:— 

(1.) The removal of every healthy person to a fresh site 
A Su The removal of every sick case, and every fresh and suspicious case, to 

ospital. 

(3.) Cases will be found where removal of the sick would endanger their lives. 
All the healthy inmates should be removed (as suggested before), with, possibly, 
the exception of one who could act as nurse or attendant. These would not be allowed 
out of present camp until convalescence, and, by removal of the healthy, isolation 
would necessarily follow. 
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Enclosure 1 in No. 13. 
Deputy ADMINISTRATOR, Orange River Colony, to Hicn ComMIssIONER. 


Government Offices, Bloemfontein, 
Orange River Colony, January 22, 1902. 
Tne Assistant SECRETARY | 
To His Exce,Lency THE HicH CoMMISSIONER, 
Johannesburg, 

I am directed by His Excellency the Deputy Administrator to forward, for the 
information of His Excellency the High Commissioner, a copy of an urgent telegram 
received from Mr. Mansergh on January 21st, and the reply of the Deputy Adminis- 
trator thereto. 

Hucu A. WyYNDHAM, 
Private Secretary to Deputy Administrator, 
Orange River Colony. 


Mr. Mansercu to Deputy ApMInistrRATOR, Bloemfontein. 
TELEGRAM. 


Very urgent. 2ist. 3 p.m. Seven tenders opened at 11 a.m. to-day include 
all principal builders here. Two only make Suidebaabte, complete offers, which cover 
most of administrative buildings, and, say, 30 dormitory huts. At prices quoted by 
most promising tenders total cost of camp £22,000, but the time demanded for comple- 
tion is a most serious consideration, being three (3) months for the Administrative 
buildings, with, say, two-thirds of the hutting required. Smaller men tender for three 
or four huts each, with one or two administrative buildings. Please instruct whether 
the three months period is fatal to the undertaking or whether you decide to proceed? 
I am advised that under present conditions labour market here an impossibility re- 
plenishing it from elsewhere, under no circumstances could the whole camp be fully 
completed on basis offers sent in less than four months. If the three months be not 
fatal objection, I propose to distribute 25, huts, with the administrative bullae 
amongst tenders, large and small, whose prices are close and securities good. This will, 
I hope, give best general progress balance of hutmen of (4) proceed as Ist section is 
completed. 


Deputy ADMINISTRATOR to Mr. Mansercu, East London. 
TELEGRAM. 


Urgent. January 22. 950. Your very urgent message of yesterday. We 
cannot delay creation of camp on account of expense, and you are left with a free hand 
to enter into such contracts as you may deem desirable, having due regard to the 
utmost economy possible under the particular circumstances and the work being 
pushed on with the utmost despatch. 


Enclosure 2 in No. 13. 


GENERAL SUPERINTENDENT, Burgher Camps, Orange River Colony, to Hicu 

| COMMISSIONER. 

Government Offices, Bloemfontein, 
Orange River Colony, January 24, 1902. 
Joun Bucwan, Esquire, 

Assistant Secretary to 

His Excellency the High Commissioner, 

Johannesburg, . 

His Excellency the Deputy Administrator desires me to forward, for the in- 
formation of His Excellency the High Commissioner, the attached copy of a letter 
addressed to the Consul-General for Germany, Cape Town, in reply to his application 
to the Commander-in-Chief to be allowed to diatesbute clothing among the inmates of 
the Orange River Colony Refugee Camps. 

A. G. ae 


aptain, 
Chief Superintendent, Refugee Camps, 
Orange River Colony. 
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made for a monthly outlay of nearly £200,000 for six months of the ensuing financial 
year, as well as capital a, sight amounting to about £200,000, I am ere 
the Secretary of State for War to state, for Mr. Chamberlain’s information, that only 
£1,200,000 has been inserted in the Army Estimates for 1902-3 to meet these charges. 

It does not clearly appear, from Lord Milner’s telegrams, whether the capital 
expenditure referred to is to be incurred before or after the 1st April next, but Mr. 
Brodrick desires me to point out that there is a possibility in the latter event, that the 
sum provided for this service in Army Estimates may prove insufficient, without the 
aid of Colonial Revenues, to meet the actual charge. 

have, &c., 
G. FLEETWOOD WILSON. 





8508 
No. 21. 


Hicu CommissioneER LORD MILNER to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. 
(Received 9.35 a.m., February 28, 1902.) 
TELEGRAM. 
[ Copy to War Office, March 5, 1902. LF.) 
_ [Answered by No. 26.| 


February 27. No. 201. Your telegram, No. 5, of 24th February.* The Trans- 
vaal camps do not deal with contractor. They have their own buyers and buy out 
of bond at the coast ports. 

In the Orange River Colony tenders are called for in the ordinary way, and 
every facility is given to Colonial firms. The holders of contracts at present are 
Champion, a local firm, for provisions and forage, Bergl, the army contractor, for 
meat, and Liebermann, of Port Elizabeth, for hospital comforts. Full particulars 
given you in Orange River Colony monthly report on 21st February. The contracts 
in Orange River Colony were from March 1902 till breaking up of camp . 
In Natal camps all supplies are obtained in the Colony, mostly on monthly 
contracts. : 


————————————— 
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No. 22. 


Mr. CHAMBERLAIN to Hicu Commissioner LORD MILNER. 
(Sent 6.45 p.m., February 28, 1902.) 
TELEGRAM, 
[Copy to War Office, March 5, 1902. LA.) 


February 28. No. 3. Referring to my telegrams, 13th December, No. 2, and 
24th February, No. 5,} it is most desirable that ail Government purchases should be 
made from this country, or from its Colonies; and every effort should be made to obtain 
meat, food-stuffs, and every other article required for camps, railways, or other Govern- 
ment services from Imperial sources. 

It may be difficult to make this an absolute condition of contracts, lest a ring 
should be formed and a pene monopoly established. We might always require 
tenders to state source of supply, and preference should always be given to British 
goods on si ie terms; and, in some cases, I think even a slight addition to cost might 
be accepted, rather than give order to foreigners, who bear none of the cost of war, 
or to disloyalists, who have encouraged our enemies. 

So far as aa which are not the produce of South Africa are concerned, our 
object can probably be secured only by placing the orders directly with British or 
Colonial producers of recognized standing, under a system of limited competition, and 
the most certain mode of securing this would be by indenting on the Crown Agents. 
But I recognize that in cases of emergency it may be necessary to purchase su plies 
through importers in South Africa, who are only middlemen—a course which, though 
it may entail extra cost, and the impossibility of ensuring that the goods are of British 





* No. 16. * No. 96 in African No. 687 and No. 16 in this book. 
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Enclosure 3 in No. 23. 
Deputy ADMINISTRATOR, Bloemfontein, to High CoMmMISsIONER. 


Government Offices, Bloemfontein, Orange River Colony, 


My Lorp, January 29, 1902. 

WirH reference to previous correspondence on the subject of Refugee Camps in 
the Cape Colony, I have the-honour to state that Mr. Mansergh reports that the con- 
struction of the East London Camp is progressing, but that there is Tittle likelihood 
of its being ready for occupation under three months. The Uitenhage Camp is also 
now being taken in hand, but Mr. Mansergh proposes that instead of using military 
huts, as has been done at East London, the huts for this camp should be constructed 
locally, of galvanized iron and wood, as this will be done rapidly, whilst there is great 
delay in getting together component parts of the military huts. 

Mr. Rrastcstoh adds that enquiries as to suitable sites for the construction of camps 
are being made at Kubusi, Gazella Siding, and Cathcart. 

From the accompanying copy of a minute received from Mr. Buchan, I observe that 
Your Excellency is under the impression that three camps are in course of construction 
at East London, but this is not the case. It is with difficulty that the necessary work- 
men can be obtained to carry, out the construction of one camp there, and I most cer- 
tainly think that as we require rapid work to provide the accommodation needed, we 
shook not postpone the erection of camps at other places where labour can be obtained. 

| T have, &c., 
H. Gootp-Apams. 
His Excellency 
The High Commissioner, 
Johannesburg. 





Enclosure 4 in No. 23. 


From Deputy ApministraTor, Bloemfontein, to Hica CommissIonEr, 
Johannesburg. 


TELEGRAM. 


January 30. No. 962. Your No. 12 of yesterday, I have telegraphed to Mansergh 
to find out whether he has so far committed seanine f with regard to the Uitenhage 
Camp, that it would be inadvisable to abandon it now. 





Enclosure 5 in No. 23. 


From Deputy ADMINISTRATOR, Bloemfontein, to HicH CoMMISSIONER, 
Johannesburg. 
TELEGRAM. 

January 31. No. 965. Mansergh reports no actual construction work, except 
bush-cutting and survey, been carried out in connection with Uitenhage Camp. Feels 
assured that abandonment will cause disappointment to community. Points out that 
of the three additional available sites at East London, all on west bank of river, none 
really good. Difficulty of providing water and inconvenience to delivery of supplies 
owing to having to ferry. 

He is now ridehe ge. method of adding to existing camp and best site for 
another camp in vicinity. conclude from his message that he is not in favour of 
abandonment of Uitenhage. 


Enclosure 6 in No. 23. 


From Hic Commissioner to Deputy Apmiyistrator, Bloemfontein. 
TELEGRAM. 

January 31. No. 16. Your telegram, No. 965, January 31st. Mansergh had 
better go on with the Uitenhage site. With reference to your despatch of January 29th, 
I am et wedded to military huts, and, if you can get them constructed locally, well 
and good. 
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donga at the oy where the spring emerges. Great efforts are being made by Mr. 
Cole-Bowen, who is temporarily in charge of the camp, to protect this water supply, 
by deviating the surface flow into the donga through other channels. A barbed-wire 
fence on all sides of the “fountain” shield it from animated contamination. 

The pools in the donga were for a long time used by the people in the camp for 
washing their clothing, but the stagnant, or partially stagnant, water got so foul, and 

ame such a danger to the camp that pumps have been erected on the top of the 
donga-banks, and washing tables put up there. The pools when I saw them were 
clean and sweet. The doctors informed me that they believed washing in these pools 
had been the cause of many cases of enteric. (See photograph 1.) To enable the 
people to reach the water with greater ease, a pipe 200 feet long leaves the reservoir 
and crosses the spruit. It is connected with a pump on the top of the bank above the 
spruit, which is used to fill water tanks. This pump is situated about 75 yards from 
the nearest tent in the camp. 

Standing on the bank of the donga and facing almost due north, we see the greater 
portion of the camp ming to the right, and extending backwards about two-thirds of 
the way to the foot of the kopje. To the left of the camp are the offices, and still 
further to the left and nearer to the ko jes than the furthest limits of the camp, 
is the large area occupied by the ospital. To the right of the hospital 
and between the camp and the kopjes is a good piece of risin ground, and the same 
extends to the left of the hospital to a considerable distance. It is proposed gradually 
to shift the present camp to this rising ground, and a beginning has already been made 
by Mr. Cole-Bowen. Two blocks, of 80 tents each, have already been pitched to the 
right and to the north of the hospital ground. ‘These are seen in photograph 2. These 
tents are well pitched, with an interval of 20 yards from pole to pole between the tents. 
A distance of 75 yards separates the blocks. Each block a have its own public 
oven. The oven which has already been erected for the first block is an excellent one, 
and will be of the Fanon convenience to the inhabitants of this block. The rinciple 
upon which Mr. Bowen acts, in gradually forming these blocks. is an excellent one, 
and commends itself to that common sense which is not always conspicuous in the 
a ments of the Burgher Camps. Before the hospital was enlarged to its present 
size, there was not room in it for all the cases of enteric which occurred in camp. 
Accordingly, when a case of enteric was discovered in a tent, that tent, with all its 
inmates, was at once moved to block 1, and when its 80 tents had been pitched, to 
block 2. These blocks ag 3 much closer to the hospital, the patients in them could 
be nursed and looked after by the trained hospital staff, as they could not be if they 
had been left in the old camp. As vacancies occurred the patients were moved into 
the hospital. Now that the hospital has been enlarged, every case of enteric has been 
moved in; and it is a remarkable fact, and a suggestive commentary on the wisdom of 

adually moving to this new and higher ground, that no case of enteric has originated 
in either of these blocks since the tents were put up. 

The Bethulie Camp was for a time under the control and management of Mr. 
Grant, the Resident Magistrate, but he handed it over to the late Superintendent, 
Mr. Russell Deare, on April 18th last. It then occupied a site more to the west, and 
was moved to the present site on June 8th. This new site was fairly well chosen, but 
the camp was badly pitched. The tents were too close together, and the people had 
apparently been slowed to put up sun-dried brick huts for themselves, according to 
their own sweet will, and under the guidance alone of their well-developed ignorance. 
Some of these huts are shown in photograph 3. Great care has been exercised in their 
construction to avoid all risks from ventilation, with the exception of those which were 
unavoidable from a necessary window and a necessary door. As the one is now in 

rocess of gradual removal to a better and higher position, these huts wi gradually 
te done away with; but some have already been demolished as the only possible 
means of destroying the minute and crawling life with which they were infested. 
| On the 22nd December, when I visited the camp, it contained 4,325 refugees, 
consisting of 492 men, 1,505 women, and 2,328 children under 15 years of age. 

The Superintendent was Mr. Russell Deare, but he left on December 11th, and 
Mr. Cole-Bowen then took over the camp, in order to reorganise it and to put right all 
that was wrong. He will then hand it over in proper working order to a new Superin- 
tendent. The Assistant Superintendent is Mr Doran who arrived on June 24th. 
He was laid up with fever when I inspected the camp. The storekeeper, Mr. de 
Villiers, died of enteric two days previous to my visit. He received £200 a year. He 
had two assistant ration issuers, who were paid £100 a year, and one foreman, who got 
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two shillings a day. These were assisted by 14 local issuers, at one shilling a day. 
All these were selected burghers from the camp. The Burgher Police consists of a 
foreman, who is paid three shillings a day, and eight policemen under him, who be 
two shillings a day. Their duty is to look after the cleanliness of the camp, an to 
take charge of labour parties, of which there are eight. One of these labuur parties 
goes round and cleans the camp every morning, supervised by a policeman. Another 
draws the coal, and others are variously employed. Thus the so-called police really are 
gang foremen. One of them is in charge of the spring or fountain, and sees that it is 
not fouled or improperly used. Then there is a transport conductor, at two shillings 
a day, with four burgher boys, at sixpence a day, to assist him. Mr. Cole-Bowen has 
started employing corporals in this camp. Their duty will be to see that the tents are 
cleaned out when necessary, and to report to the Superintendent when buckets, 
blankets, and other tent requirements are necessary. They will be responsible to, and 
report directly to, the Superintendent, and will in no wise clash with the duties of the 
Camp Matron and her staff. A so-called Camp Matron was 5 Seca and arrived 
in the camp on the 8th of December. She was formerly a teacher at the Dames’ 
Institute at Bloemfontein, and was recommended for the post she now holds by the 
wife of the Dutch Reformed Minister at Bethulie. She is quite untrained, and con. 
fessed to me that she was not qualified, nor would she like to undertake the super- 
vision of the sick in camp. When I saw her, she was distributing clothing to the 
people and Christmas toys to the children. This important work, I explained to her, 
was the duty of the Relief Matron, and that henceforth she would be so styled. She 
has under her at present 19 girls from the camp, who have begun tent-to-tent visiting. 
Already they have done some good, but their full influence cannot be felt until they 
are looked after and instructed by a fully-trained Camp Matron, who must at once be 
appointed. She should have three trained nurses under her. One of the trained 
nurses from the hospital, Sister Allen, has, for a short time, been acting as Camp 
Matron, but she was herself ill when I was in Bethulie, and, moreover, she is anxious 
to give up work in the Burgher Camps. But cba her short tenure of office she was 
the means of discovering a great many unreported cases of sickness in the camp, 
which have since been transferred to the hospital. As an illustration of the importance 
of this district visiting, I found in one of the hospital marquees four children, who had 
recently been brought in, suffering from nothing but neglect and starvation. They were 
all in marquee No. 26. One of them, Jacob Coetze, was aged two. His mother was pro- 
bably not to blame, as she was herself very ill in hospital, suffering from enteric. She 
left tar two children in the care of hed tusibatsd and of her sister. They obviously 
took no care whatever of them, and the neighbours in the adjoining tents took no 
interest in them, and would render no assistance. One child died a fortnight previously 
in the tent; the other, Jacob, was discovered in the tent in the most pitiable condition 
of starvation—a living skeleton. When I went to see him, on the following day, I 
found he had been removed to the mortuary tent. The second case was Annie Stab- 
bert, aged two. She had recently convalesced from whooping-cough, but, owing to 
arental neglect, was brought into hospital in a lamentable and emaciated condition. 
The third, C. Oosthuisen, was one and a half years of age. His mother and his grand- 
mother are both strong, able-bodied women, but, nevertheless, when he was brought 
into hospital he was in the last stage of starvation, and his recovery was doubtful. The 
fourth was V. Coetzee, aged 18 months. His mother also was strong and in good 
health, but he also showed unmistakeable evidence of neglect and starvation. Hopes 
are entertained that Annie Stabbert and V. Coetzee will recover, under the care of the 
Sisters in the hospital. C. Oosthuisen may also be pulled round, but he is still in a 
very critical condition, and the fourth is dead. I have seen the same in other camps, 
notably at Brandfort, where I myself discovered two starved children in the tents, and 
had them removed to the hospital. Such picturesof skin and bone I had rarelyscen alive. 
They both died within 24 hours of being discovered, and I noted the indifference ex- 
hibited by the mothers when the fatal catastrophe occurred. These cases are not due 
to any insufficiency of food issued in the camp. All these children were on full rations, 
besides the extra milk issued as medical comforts to all children under three. The 
were all due to neglect—wilful or otherwise—on the part of the parents, neglect whic 
would be visited at home with the severest punishment. TI do not mean to suggest that 
such callousness on the part of the parents towards their offspring is universal, or even 
very common, among the Boers. I have often observed the agony depicted in the 
mother’s face as she sat in her tent beside her dying child, nursing her dry-eyed sorrow. 
But cases like those I huye described are, nevertheless, far too common, and the only 
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way we can prevent their occurrence is by that daily tent-to-tent visitation which we 
are trying to organise in every Refugee Camp. Dr. Peru showed me a photograph 
he had taken of one of these starved-to-death children in the camp at Bloemfontein. 
It was a ghastly picture. He also told me that he had seen this photograph repro- 
duced in some magazine or paper at home as an evidence of the way in which the 
British were treating the children in the Concentration Camps. A lady had obtained 
a copy, he knew not how, and had made this discreditable use of it. Tt is only just, 
therefore, that the real facts should be known. This child’s name was Lizzie van Zyl. 
Dr. Peru’s attention was called to the case by several of the neighbours, who com- 
plained to him of the disgraceful way Mrs. van Zyl neglected her children. I have 
seen some affidavits made by these people subsequent to the child’s death. They are 
in the Deputy Administrator's Office at Bloemfontein. Dr. Peru admitted the child 
to hospital about the end of January, 1901, but she was so far gone that all efforts 
made to save her were unavailing, and the child died towards the end of March. 
Another of Mrs. van Zyl’s children was discovered dying of starvation on February 15th, 
1901. He was H. W. van Zyl, aged 12. He was at once brought into hospital, but 
died in 24 hours. 

The photograph was reproduced in “New Age,” of the 27th June, 1901, as an 
example of the way the children in the concentration camps were treated by the British : 
and this use was made of it by Miss Emily Hobhouse. 

There is a soup kitchen in the camp, under the superintendence of the Camp 
Matron. It is managed by Mrs. du Preez, who is paid £50 a year, and two assistants, 
who get £1 a month each, They prepare the soup and distribute it to all those children 
who ii tickets. These tickets are given out by the doctor or the Camp Matron. 
Last rh issue of soup averaged 281 pints, and as each child gets half a int on its 
ticket, it means that 562 children were supplied each day with soup. The milk is 
issued in tins, but I have advised that it be repared with boiled water, and issued from 
the soup kitchen. Either ideal milk, or the Swiss unsweetened milk should be given 
instead of the sweetened condensed milk, which is not liked by, nor does it agree with, 
the children. 

There were two schools, one in the town, and one in the camp, but both had been 
temporarily closed, owing to sickness in the camp, and it was considered advisable 
not to reopen them until better accommodation had been provided in the way of school- 
rooms for the children. I haye therefore no remarks to offer in connection with the 
schools, except to call attention here, as I have already done in my reports on the schools 
in some of the other camps, notably in the Orange River Colony, to the exclusively 
Dutch nationality of the school ras The headmaster, or principal, is Mr. Isaac 
de Villiers, and his school assistants are Miss Lizzie Engelbrecht, Miss Bertha du 
Preez, Miss Bessie van Schalkwyk, Miss Sophie du Preez, Miss Annie du Plessis, Mr. 
Andries Viljoen, Miss Corrie Dessels, Miss oey de Wet, and Miss Annie Dessels. We 
have not here even the pretence of an English Colonial; and I think it is not unwise 
to prophesy that in the Pacey of South Africa, those who are responsible for throwing 
away the opportunities afforded by the schools in the Burgher Camps, will surely reap 
as they have sown. 

_ The hospital, as I have already mentioned, is situated at the north-western portion 
of the camp, and at a proper distance from the other tents. Photograph 4. Tt con- 
sists of 25 E. P. tents or marquees, generally with seven beds in each for patients ; 
4 large marquees, one of which is used as a store tent, the other three, containing 20 
beds each, and used for patients, two for convalescents, and one for acute cases: 5 bell 
tents are also used for convalescents. In addition to these, one marquee, fitted with a 
long table and forms, is used as a dining tent for the staff, one marquee houses the 
matron, and two sisters, and 11 bell tents are used as uarters for the nurses and pro- 
bationers. When I visited the hospital on December Jond, there were then 238 cases 
in the wards. One hundred and ninety-four of these were enteric, and of these 46 
were convalescent. The rest consisted of 19 cases of whooping cough, 4 of scurvy, 7 of 
pneumonia, 10 of marasmus, 4 of these being the cases of starvation and neglect already 
alluded to, and 4 had not yet been diagnosed. The wards were all clean and well 
furnished, and the beds most comfortable. The nursing staff consisted of the matron, 
Sister Partridge, an extremely capable and English trained nurse. She arrived in the 
camp from England on December 5th. There are under her two Sisters. who came out 
with her from England, Sister Warren, who was trained at Guy’s Hospital, and Sister 
Picard, who was trained at Brighton. They are both hardworking, conscientious, and 
entirely satisfactory. Sister Picard would make a first rate matron herself. Besides 
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these there is Sister Allen, who acted as matron for a time until Sister Partridge 
arrived, and took over the reins of management. Sister Meneses, a Portuguese, who 
was trained at Cape ‘Town, and Sister Crowdy, English trained. ‘Lhese two latter were 
reported to me to be not very fond of hard work, and inclined to grumble. Then there 
are two Dutch nurses; both untrained, Mis Roos and Miss de la Rouviere, who had both 
worked in the Ambulance attached to General de Wet’s commando. In addition to 
these nurses there were 47 probationers, selected from among the women in the camp, 
who received 2s. a day, and 12 Boer men, who acted as orderlies. 

The Medical Staff consisted of the Senior Medical Officer, Dr. Stewart, a Dutch- 
man. He had been in bad health for some time, and quite unfit to discharge his duties. 
Dr. Barrett was acting Senior Medical Officer when I was there, and seemed well 
qualified for the post. Dr. Madden was ill with enteric, and although convalescing, 
would not be able to return to work for at least a month. The other medical officers 
were Dr. Carte, Dr. Frazer, Dr. Dickenson, and Dr. Green, who had only just joined. 
this staff is barely sufficient to attend to all the sickness in the wae and it is only by 
incessant work and untiring energy that they are able to do so. They deserve some 
consideration, and the quarters provided for them are anything but satisfactory. Each 
medical officer is provided with a bell tent and a bed, et praeterea nihil. ‘They have 
made attempts to provide for their necessities by the use of biscuit boxes, converted into 
uressing tables, washhand stands and stools to sit on. Such contrivances are common 
umong, and are put up with cheerfully by, medical men and other officers during a 
campaign when on trek, because it is recognised that the exigencies of transport will 
not admit the ordinary comforts and requirements of daily life. But shut up in a cam 
for months, with an amount of unceasing work, and of heavy responsibility, whic 
prevents the medical officer looking after his own comfort, the case becomes quite differ- 
ent. Such a disregard for his necessary comfort becomes a grievance, and fosters a 
discontent which threatens to denude the camps of really good medical men, who are 
sorely needed. I would strongly recommend that the Superintendents of the various 
camps be given explicit instructions to see that the quarters of both the medical and 
the nursing staffs be properly furnished and fitted up. The expense would be trifling, 
and a source of just complaint removed. Better accommodation for the nursing staff 
is being put up in this camp. A building, consisting of 8 rooms in a row, is being put up 
by the refugees in the camp. They are being made of sun-dried bricks and measure 10 
feet square. As soon as these are finished a kitchen and a mess-room will be added. 
If properly furnished, these will be all that is required, and it will not be possible for 
any one to say that these quarters are either luxurious or extravagant. A new dis- 
pensary is now being erected, also of sun-dried bricks. It is nearly finished and 
measures 24 feet long and 15 feet wide. Besides it will be a medical comfort store and 
an issuing shed, made out of the same material. These are very much needed. 

The latrine system in this camp is disgraceful. The camp has been in the hands 
of the late Superintendent since the 18th April, and now, at the end of nine months, 
there are still no buckets. The latrines consist of trenches enclosed with corrugated- 
iron sheeting. These are periodically closed in and new trenches dug. This is a 
deplorable state of affairs, especially in a camp where enteric is rife. Mr. Cole-Bowen 
has delayed shifting the camp to the new site until the buckets arrive, as he very pro- 
perly says he will not allow the new ground to be contaminated or soiled. 

There is a great deal of sickness in this camp, although not quite so much as the 
statistical returns might seem to indicate. The reason is that not only are all serious 
cases of sickness returned, but even the milder ailments are recorded. Thus a very 
large number of cases of dyspepsia are returned every week, which scarcely deserves 
a 8 besides enteric and diphtheria. The average number of sick returned per 
week in November was 920, and the average weekly number for the first three weeks 
in December was 954. Although this shows a slight increase, yet the last week of the 
December returns shows a very marked decrease. The highest number recorded was 
for the week ending the 7th December, which showed 1,145 cases of sickness. The 
lowest was 700 for the week ending the 21st December. From what I saw of the new 
regimé, and assisted, as it soon will be, by a Camp Matron and her staff, I think it 
would be safe to prophecy that in a few weeks the sickness in the camp will have 
reached a reasonable limit. The number of deaths has also been ra ik For the month 
of November there were 236, and for the first three weeks in December there were 205. 
The two diseases which are responsible for by far the larger proportion of these fatali- 
ties are pneumonia, which is a very common and a very fatal disease in South Africa, 
and enteric. Thus, of the 236 deaths in November, 82 were due to enteric, 72 to 
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neumonia, and 24 to broncho-pneumonia. There was only one death from measles. 

ighteen cases are returned as having died from “ debility,” 15 of whom were children. 
From what I saw in marquee 26, I am disposed to think that if these 15 cases had been 
returned as cases of starvation and parental neglect it would be nearer the 
truth. There are many things in this camp which require reform; but I was glad to 
find that Mr. Cole-Bowen, who had but recently arrived, was fully alive to the import- 
ance of reformation and, I have no doubt, that in a short time marked evidences of 
improvement will show themselves under his energetic hands. In several of the tents 
there was undoubtedly darting sometimes nine and ten people in a bell-tent. 
This is being remedied. In one tent, however, we found 12 inhabitants. This called for 
scvere comments, but on enquiring it was ascertained that these people had been given 
two tents, but they had let one of them to some neighbours for a shilling a week. 
This is a little instance of the difficulties which have to be contended with. Had 
there been the organised tent-to-tent visitation, which I hope will soon be adopted, 
that shilling a week would never have been earned. 

I thought it would be of interest in this camp, to enquire into the vital statistics 
both of the town of Bethulie and of the Kaffir cekion. I find that the estimated 
census of the white population in the town on September Ist was 780, and on Decem- 
ber 24th 700, the decrease being due to the fact that many Europeans had left for 
Refugee camps or other places. We may take the mean population for the period as 
being 740. During the last three months of the year approximately the number of 
deaths was 23, or equal to 92 for the year. This gives a death-rate of 124.3 per 1,000 
per annum in an ordinary town population without the intervention of any epidemic, 
as the causes of death show. 

The average ot in in the native location for the same period was 1,167, and 
the deaths durin e same three months amounted to 82, or at the rate of 328 in 
twelve months. This gives a death-rate of 281 per 1,000 per annum. During this 
period six of the deaths were due to pneumonia, 1D to measles, 38 to whooping-cough, 
and 18 to enteric. In the location the average number of adults over 16 years of age 
was 531, and of children under 16 was 636. In sending me the statistics from which 
the above is taken, the Resident Magistrate, Mr. Grant, makes the following observa- 
tion: “It should be noted that the death-rate of natives is high: but I do not think 
it is excessive, as a | proportion of it is among children-infants, who do not seem 
able to recover from whooping-cough.” True as is this astute observation in regard 
to the native location, it applies with redoubled force to the condition of things oitich 
we find in the abnormal population of these Burgher Refugee Camps. 


KENDAL FRANKs. 





Enclosure 2 in No. 24. 
Report oN BurcHer Camp, Atrwat Nortn, J anuary 3-4. 


I visited and inspected this camp on the 3rd and 4th of J anuary, 1902. I regret 
that I was not able to take any photographs of the camp, owing to a dust storm which 
blew almost continuously. It was not very bad on the first day of my visit, but on the 
second, great clouds of yellow, sandy dust swept the camp almost without intermission, 
sometimes completely obliterating all view of the tents which surrounded me on all 
sides. A little variety was occasionally caused by a revolving column of dust-laden 
wind, in the country called a “ dust devil,” tearin through the camp, threatening to 
tear away those tents which lay in its. path. Such a dust storm made my inspection 
both difficult and se eae and made me sympathise deeply with all those, refugees 
and officials alike, who had to live in the midst of it. In the afternoon when I entered 
one of the medical officer’s tents, I could not distinguish the sheets from the blankets 
on the bed, so thickly were they covered with dust. I was told that these dust storms 
had been almost a daily occurrence for the last two months, and the inhabitants were 
naturally anxiously looking forward to the onset of the rainy season to abate this 
almost insupportable nuisance. This camp has been almost a year in existence, having 
been formed s the military authorities on J anuary 11th, 1901. It was handed over 
to the care of the civil power on March Ist. It is situated between two and three miles 
north-east of the town of Aliwal North. The country here is undulating, with hills 
surrounding it on all sides in the distance. On the side of one of these undulations, 
sloping down towards the Orange River on the north and the Kraai River on the east, 
the camp is pitched. It is therefore hidden from the view of the visitor riding from 
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Aliwal, until the summit of the last undulation is reached, when the whole camp 
suddenly appears, covering the whole ground before him. The whole ground between 
the town and the camp is a brick-red, sandy undulating dust, not a tree or a scrub, 
scarcely a blade of grass to be seen anywhere. In the camp itself, of course, the same 
sandy soil is found everywhere, without a sign of vegetation. of any description, until 
the banks of the river are seen, the Orange River, which forms the northern, 
and the Kraai River, which forms the eastern, boundaries of the camp. 
Here trees and shrubs break the monotony of the sandy barrenness. From these 
rivers the people draw their water supply, but especially from the Orange River. The 
water in both is extremely muddy. As the Kraai River, some distance off, passes 
through black, clayey soil, the colour of the water is a dark brown. The Orange 
River water is the colour and appearance of thin coffee and milk, It is practicalt 
impossible to filter it on a large scale for drinking purposes. Bolling the water, whic 
the people are being taught to do, renders it safe tor internal use, but does not remove 
its objectionable appearance; and yet no other water is at present available. Boring 
operations, in the hopes of finding a good spring are being conducted at present, and 
the indications are said to be hopeful. About half-way down the bank of the Orange 
River, which shelves abruptly to the river’s edge, and is from 40 to 50 feet high, there 
is an excellent little oil-engine, enclosed in a shed, which pumps the water up through 
a large pipe and delivers it to a series of tanks some twenty yards from the top of the 
bank. hen the rains come, all the washings and drainage of the camp well is swept 
down, chiefly into the Kraai River, and partly into the Orange. All the contamina- 
tion of the camp will therefore pass the place from which the water supply is drawn. 
It will therefore be necessary, in order to avoid as much as possible the risks of water- 
borne diseases spreading through the camp, to carry the pipe across the mouth of the 
Kraai River, and to tap the Orange River above the entrance of the Kraai. It may 
be necessary to provide a larger engine for the pump. 

About 20 yards from the top ot the Orange River bank, beside the tanks, is a long 
open shed with a corrugated-iron roof, which is used as a laundry. Down the centre 
from end to end runs a narrow table, and, when I visited it, the shed was fully oceu- 
pied by women and girls washing clothes. There are a good many families in the camp 
who have been in good circumstances and have been accustomed to get their washing 
done by natives; they therefore look upon it as an ro ei to be obliged to do their 
own washing, and are not slow to make this feeling evident to any chance visitor who 
may stop in passing to look on. A friend of mine who stopped to take a snap shot 
of the scene was received with a flow of language which is unprintable. The soapy 
water runs off into the ground, into which it sinks readily. 1 do not think, at the 
distance it is from the ce of the bank, that it is at all likely to injure the water in 
the river. Not far from the laundry there is a very excellent bath-house. It con- 
sists of three rooms. One is a dressing-room for men, one for women and girls, and 
between these two there is a small room, fitted at the top with a shower bath. The 
only fault I had to find with it was that the floor might have been better and a little 
cleaner. Certain houses are set apart for men and other houses for women. During 
the men’s hours the door leading into the women’s dressing-room is bolted from the 
bath-room side, and during the women’s hours, the door leading to the men’s quarters 
is similarly bolted. The dressing-rooms are iarge enough to accommodate three or 
four persons dressing at a time. They are fitted with chairs and screens. It seems 
to be very largely made use of; some fifty to sixty people taking a shower-bath each 
day. A large number of men and boys bathe in the river. 

On December 31st, 1901, there were 4,550 people in this camp at Aliwal North, 
consisting of 573 men, 1,602 women, and 2,275 children. With the exception of three 
Transvaal families, they were all Free Staters. 

The tent accommodation consists of bell-tents, marquees, government frame huts, 
and private square tents or frame huts. There are 8 marquees. One only is used as 
a Burgher dwelling, and is allotted to a large family. One is a store for forage and 
harness, one is a ration store, one a store for clothing, one forms the Superintendent’s 
office, two are used partly as a dispensary and abe d to store medical comforts, and one 
acts as mess room for the medical officers. There are 1,108 bell-tents, but some of 
these are too old, and too worn to be serviceable. One hundred and thirty-two of these. 
have, therefore, been used as a second covering to 132 other tents, which, without this 
support would be unfit for use. Thus not only have these tents been rescued from 
destruction, but the double covering makes them much cooler and, therefore, much 
more comfortable to Jive in than new single tents. There are 25 frame huts, which 
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~“_ been put up by Government, airy and comfortable; and there are 370 frame 
uts, Wich uave been either bought or put up by Burgher families for their own private 
usé. iliese supplement the beli-tents given to them py Government. ‘Lhey beiong to 
the better ciass of refugee, are for the most part very tidy and neat, and very com- 
iortabie. Some use them as their bedrooms, and keep the bell tents as a dining room, 
some preier to reverse this order. The method which the Superintendent has adopted 
in the piteuing of these, so far as not to spoil the symmetry or regularity of his camp, is 
very good. ‘Lo begin with, the whole camp is divided into two sections, named, 
respectively, after the districts from which the majority of the people come, the Roux- 
ville and the Zastrom sections. Each section is divided into 9 blocks. Each block con- 
tains trom 25 to 60 families, so they vary somewhat in size. The blocks are divided 
ivom each other by streets, which vary from 60 to 80 feet in width. The blocks are 
again divided into stands. In the Rouxville section each stand measures 14 yards 
square ; in the Zastrom section, where there is more ground space, each stand measures 
lo yards by 14. A family of five is given a stand, with a tent in the centre; these are 
placed in a row. Families exceeding this number are given two stands beside each 
other. ‘Lhe tents are not then placed in the centre of the stands, but near the line 
dividing the two stands, so that the two tents belonging to one family are close together. 
4 dese uouble stands form a row by themselves, so that the symmetry of the block is not 
impaired. ‘1 hose families who are able to afford a private frame hut are given the stands 
ull round the block abutting on the streets. The bell tent is pitched in the middle 
of the stand, and between it and the street the frame hut is erected, one gable end 
facing the street and the other gable end facing the tent. Thus every block is sur- 
rounded by frame huts. Within this enclosure are the bell tents arranged in rows of 
single or double tents. The appearance is both neat and striking. There are a few 
blocks formed exclusively of frame huts. This arrangement provides ample space 
between the tents and there is no overcrowding within them. Except for the dust, 
which, when not flying about the camp, lay thick on the ground, and filled up the 
trenches, the ground round the tents and the streets were very clean and well swept. 
This surprised me the more, when I understood the enormous difficulties which this 
camp has to contend with in the matter of transport. There is one sun-dried brick 
hut, with three rows in it, where the Superintendent, Mr. R. Harley, and his wife live. 
He was, I understand, the Public Prosecutor at Kroonstadt before the war. Some- 
time after the occupation he acted as Paymaster to the Burgher Camps under Captain 
Trollope, in the Orange River Colony, until September 15th, 1901, when he was sent 
down to re-organise the camp at Aliwal North, from all I have heard an augean labour. 
With the means at his disposal, and the difficulty of getting what he wants, I think 
he has done very well, but there is still plenty of room for more improvement. He is 
assisted by Mr. van der Hoven, formerly J.P. for Zastrom, and by a clerk, Mr. Albert 
Voss. Over each section there is an overseer. Over the Rouxville section is J. Andrews, 
an English resident in the Free State, and I believe formerly a Burgher. Before the 
war he was a constable in the Orange Free State service, and during the war has done 
good service as a guide to the British Column. He is paid 5s. a day. His assistant is 
Wilhelm Henning. Over the Zastrom section is William Earl, formerly a Free State 
Burgher. He was also in the Free State police service, but during the war has held 
a post in the British Intelligence Department. | His assistant is Jacobus Weyers. Both 
assistants get 1s. 6d. aday. Earl is paid 4s. a day. 

These overseers and their assistants have the powers of civil policemen. They also 
act as gang overseers in any camp work which has to be done. They have charge of all 
the sanitary arrangements. om if have to go round every morning with a working 
party to clean and disinfect the latrines. This working party formerly consisted of 
natives, but so many natives are employed by the military and get good wages, 
it is not possible to get them for this work in the Burgher Camp and, therefore, the 
sabe ay are now employed, They are paid 30s. a month each, and draw an extra 
meal ration daily. 

Under these overseers there is a corporal over each block who is not paid. Their 
duties are to inspect each tent in these blocks before 6 a.m., to make a list of all tents 
in which there is sickness, and to hand this list to the medical officer in charge before 
7am. This is, properly speaking, the duty of the camp matrons department, which 
has not hitherto been properly organised in this camp. This has now been put right. 
The probationers will report all cases of sickness, through the camp matron, to the 
medical officers, and the corporals will report direct to the Superintendent. The cor- 
porals also report all people in bed after 6 a.m, The reason of this is that some people, 
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who are ill, and unable to leave their beds, in order to conceal the fact of their illness, 
pretend that it is for some other reason, such as fatigue or laziness, and the corporals, 
of course, are not qualified to pronounce. ‘Therefore, all these people must be seen by 
the doctor, a very wise precaution. The corporal is also responsible that his block 
is kept clean, and is empowered to commandeer labour for this purpose from among 
the inhabitants of his block. He also reports ali cases of insubordination to the 
Superintendent, but this is of rare occurrence. Should he find in any tent want of 
clothing, or of boots, he reports to the Superintendent, who hands over most of the 
work, as there is no relief matron, to his wife, Mrs. Harley, who, though she receives 
no salary, does nearly all the relief work im the camp. The corporals have also to 
arrange for coal to be delivered to those tents where the women have no husbands in 
camp, and no grown-up children. They also collect. the wood at the distributing 
station, and distribute it to the families. The wood comes from ising Williams Town 
by rail, or from the Orange River Colony in waggons to the edge of the river, across 
which it is brought in rough flat-bottomed boats, which were made by the Burghers 
in the camp. ‘lhe supply of wood is sufficient, and coal is abundant. The corporals’ 
wives assist their husbands by visiting the tents in their blocks four or five times a 
week. ‘They report when even a tent is dirty, or where dirty habity are in vogue. 
They see that the bedding and other contents of a tent are taken out for airing once a 
week. The rule that the flaps of the tent shall be rolled up during the better part of 
the day has not been strictly enforced during the ata three months, owing to the dust 
storms; but wherever possible they are rolled up from 6 to 8 a.m. 

Two or three of the better class of women in each block are employed as a Vigil- 
ance Committee, or Secret Service. Their names never transpire. They are unpaid. 
Any case of throwing out slops, of soiling the ground, of immorality, or the like, is 
reported to the Superintendent, who finds that the system works well. 

Two out of the four trained nurses sent out by the Colonial Office have been 
allotted to the camp, the other two to the hospital. The two former have been ap- 
pointed Camp Matrons—Sister Terry to the Rouxville section and Sister Ruffell to 
the Zastrom. They have each got five probationers working under them, at one 
shilling a day. I was surprised to find that they had not been shown the circular as 
to the duties of the Camp Matron, and were, therefore, only working from their pre- 
vious knowledge of district-visiting. They have, however, already done very well, and 
their presence has had, so the Superintendent informs me, a marked influence on the 
death-rate. They have only been three weeks at work. They now understand 
thoroughly all that they are expected to do, and they are quite prepared to carry out 
the system thoroughly, each in her own section. But they will require more assistance. 
One extra trained nurse is required for each section, of course, to be subordinate to the 
matron, and each section should have ten probationers instead of five. At praeent the 
Camp Matrons have their quarters in the hospital grounds, and mess with the Hospital 
Matron and her staff. The probationers, as far as possible, live in the blocks where 
their duties lie. 

The hospital consists of six canvas-frame huts. They are double-lined, and are 
wonderfully cool as any wards, if not cooler, that I have been in, They are 30 feet 
long and 16 feet wide. I should prefer to see them wider, but the Superintendent 
says that with the storms which blow they would not be safe if made wider. They are 
very nicely arranged inside, and spotlessly clean and comfortable. The floors, however, 

‘should be boarded. Each hut contains ten beds—five down each side. There is also 
a marquee with seven beds for measles. Hence, there are 67 beds in the hospital, 
which is not nearly enough for such a large camp. Those in hospital do not by any 
means represent the total number of serious cases in the camp. In the Rouxville 
section there were from 20 to 30 lying-down cases in the tents on the day of my visit. 
There were, at least, 25 in the Zastrom section. ‘Two of the latter were ee 
from enteric, four were suspected of enteric, and the majority of the rest were N.Y.D. 
(not yet diagnosed). Many of the cases in the Rouxville section were called “ camp 
fever,” which is now generally believed to be a form of enteric. In the three weeks 
that the Camp Matrons had charge there had been four deaths in the Rouxville section 
and from six to twelve in the Zastrom section. The Camp Matron had not kept a 
record, but she could count six, and thought there were twelve. This certainly should 
not be. All cases of the sort should be treated in the hospital. Why they have not 
been sent in, I think, is mostly due to the faulty medical arrangements. Up to the 
present, the Senior Medical Officer has had sole charge of the hospital, and of all the 
cases therein. The other three Medical Officers have divided the camp between them. 
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Naturally, when they take an interest in a case they prefer to treat it themselves, and 
to do so they must keep the case in the camp. I had a meeting with the Medical 
Officers, and explained the necessity for every case of serious illness being sent to 
hospital, and the necessity, therefore, that each Medical Officer should have a share in 
the hospital work. I am glad to report that they all, including the Senior Medical 
Officer, at once concurred, and it was arranged that for the present the Senior Medical 
Officer should have 31 beds, and each of his assistants 12 beds each. When the hospitai 
is enlarged practically the same proportion will be maintained. 


In addition to the marquee for measles cases, two marquees are used as quarters 
for the probationers, one marquee is used as a store for hospital requirements, ana one 
— forms a mess-tent for the matron and her nursing staff. One canvas hut 
divided into two rooms, and one divided into four, form the quarters for the matron and 
the nursing sisters. They are very neat and clean, and, though not luxurious, are 
sufficiently furnished. Three bell-tents accommodate the badarties: and one bell-tent 
is used as a lamp-room. A corrugated iron shed forms a very fair kitchen for the 
hospital, and a small canvas hut is allotted to the cook. A bell-tent, at some distance, 
is used as a mortuary. 


The arrangements for the removal of patients to the hospital are not good. The 
hospital orderlies have other duties to perform and should not be taken away from 
them. The head man of a section, or the corporal of a block, can always command 
what assistance he a | require for such work from among the men in the section or 
block, and these should act as bearers when required. Two stretchers could be easily 
made in the camp, one for each section, and should be in the charge of the overseer, so 
that they could always be at hand when required. The stretcher at present in the 
hospital should be kept for mortuary use. As the hospital is some distance from the 
vamp, a canvas hut should be put up in each section as a day-room for the Camp 
Matron of that section. 


The hospital should be enlarged to more than double its present size. I have 
given instructions for eight more canvas huts, similar to those already in use, to be 
put up. These will add 80 more beds to the hospital, so that the total number of beds 
will then be 147—by no means too large a number for the size of the camp. 


Two large boilers for disinfecting purposes are also required—one for linen and 
clothing and one for sterilising the enteric excreta. At present Kaffir pots are used 
for the linen, but they are too small, and entail an unnecessary amount of labour and 
a waste of time. 


The latrine system in this camp is to be condemned. The trench system is in 
vogue everywhere. The Superintendent tells me he has requisitioned for pails, but 
they have not yet arrived. In the meantime, the ground round the camp is becoming 
honeycombed with cesspools. The interior of the latrines, and especially the seats, 
struck me as being very clean and well looked after. 308 pails are required. There 
are 32 Government latrines in this camp, of which one is six-seated, 24 are three- 
seated, one is two-seated, and six are singe In addition to these, there are 19 private 
latrines, belonging to private families, of which they keep the key. These private 
latrines are in the latrine lines, and subject to the same inspection as the others. This 
is the only ae in which I have found such progress made in the requirements of 
civilisation. en the pail system has been introduced it will be necessary to have a , 
proper cart to remove the pails to the depositing site. There should be at this place 
a 400-gallon tank, so that the pails can be thorou hly cleansed before they are brought 
back. As the depositing site should be at a considerable distance from the camp, there 
should be a duplicate set of pails. This is allowed for in the number T mention, 
viz., 308. 

The medical staff consists of Dr. Hoexter, the Senior Medical Officer. He is a 
German and is a most conscientious and hard-working man. He has done excellent 
service in the camp. He was single-handed until May 2nd, when Dr. Kops, also a 
German, arrived. These two had to bear the whole brunt of the measles epidemic in 
August, when there was a terrible amount of siékness, and the death-rate was high. 
Towards the end of August the medical staff was further strengthened by the arrival 
of Drs. Heath and Bateman. These are all hard-working, capable officers, and have 
their hands full. The three assistants to the Senior Medical Officer divide the camp 
among them—that is, each approximately has charge of 420 stands, which represents 
about 1,500 people—they are not properly housed, but the Superintendent has pro- 





mised that as soon as the new sun-dried brick shed, part of which is to form the dis- 
pensary, and the remainder of which is to be the Medical Comfort Store, is finished, 
he will at once put up two sun-dried brick huts, one for Dr. Heath and one for Dr. 
Bateman; and their present tents can be used as consulting-rooms in which to see 
their patients. Dr. Kops has put up a canvas hut for himself, where he lives with his 
wife. The Matron of the hospital is Sister A. W. Gill. She was, during the earlier 
period of the war, Matron of the Edinburgh hospital at Norval’s Pont, and has been 
decorated with the Red-Cross Order for her services. Previously, she was the 
Assistant Lady Superintendent of the Royal Infirmary, Edinburgh. It is very 
fortunate for the authorities of the Burgher Camps in the Orange River Colony that 
they should have secured so valuable a Matron. She has under her a trained Sister 
who came out with her from England, and 21 probationers, girls selected from the 
ep: In her report for December, 1901, the Matron thus refers to the Dutch nursing 
staff: “The probationers employed are very satisfactory in their work, and have 
learned a good deal since the hospital opened. ‘So far there has been no illness among 
the probationers. They do eight hours a day work, making three probationers to ii 
ward. I consider this taclatabie to their doing 12 hours a day, as we should not get 
the same class of girl to do 12 hours’ work, and consequently the patients would suffer 
from inferior nursing. At present the patients are as well-cared for and attended as 
in a home hospital.” That is a very venskle statement from one who has had such 
a large experience of hospitals both at home and in South Africa. Besides the valu- 
able training and teaching which these girls receive, it is to hoped that by degrees 
their present experiences of sickness and of suffering, and the lessons they ought to 
learn at the bedside in the sick wards, will instil into their hearts some of that sympathy 
for the sick and helpless which in these camps is so conspicuously absent, even when 
their own kith and ‘Gn are the afflicted ones. Examples of this have come painfully 
to my notice in nearly all the camps I have visited. Tn this camp, I have heard such 
cases commented upon in several quarters. Two illustrations will suffice. A woman, 
Mrs. Henning, was moved into hospital on January 4th, the second day of my visit. 
She was very ill with enteric. In spite of the appeals of the Camp Matron, her own 
blood relations refused to sit up with her the previous night. When moved into hos- 
pital, the Superintendent engaged a motherly woman in the camp, at 5s. a day, to look 
after the children; the childrens’ rations, of course, being supplied to her. When it 
was discovered that money was to be had for the work, an aunt applied to the Super- 
intendent that she, as the natural guardian of the children, should take them over; 
but the Superintendent refused, saying that she had shown herself so heartless by her 
a to sit up with her sick relative, she could not be entrusted with the care of the 
n. 

Mrs. van Astwegen had six sick children in her tent, the youngest only four 
months’ old. She had no one to help her to fetch their rations or to draw water, and 
therefore had to do so herself. She had a grown-up daughter who was living with 
some friends in another tent, because there was no room for her in her mother’s. Her 
mother asked her to come over and help her with the sick children, but she flatly 
refused, and a stranger was hired for 5s. a week, to assist. There is not nearly as 
much sickness in the camp as the official returns would seem to imply. For instance, 
the returns for December give the total number of sick during the month as 1,872 
cases. On January 4th there were 49 cases in the hospital and from 50 to 60 lying 
down cases in the camp, which puts a very different colour on the health of the camp 
than the official returns. I found out, on questioning the medical officers, that when 
anyone in the camp consulted them professionally, that case was entered on their sick 
list, no matter how trivial the ailment might be This is borne out by the list of diseases 
returned for December. Thus I find the list includes five cases of cold in the head, 
returned as Rheuma, or Acute Rhinites; 21 cases of Conjunctivitis, an affection of 
the mucous membrane of the eye; 446 cases of diarrhoea; 97 of pains in the stomach ; 
211 of dyspepsia; one of boils; five of chapped hands; four of warts, and so forth. 
The death-rate has not been excessive during the last four months, considering the 
prevalence of measles, enteric and whooping-cough. In August, when measles was 
at its height, there were 204 deaths in the camp, but in September there were only 45, 
in October 43, in November 83, and in December 55, of these 55 deaths last month, 
18 were from measles, 11 from enteric, nine from whooping-cough, nine were from 
lung affections, primary in their origin, seven from various other affections, and one 
was the case of a child who unfortunately slipped into the river and was drowned. It 
is worthy of notice that the death-rate from enteric, most of the cases of which were 
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Enclosure 3 in No. 24. 
fs Report on Burgher Camp, Port Elizabeth, January 7-8. 


I visited and inspected this camp on the 7th and 8th of J anuary, 1902. It is not 
properly speaking a Kefugee Camp, as the inhabitants are all either prisoners of war or 
undesirables, with the exception ot three families, who came in of their own accord, Mrs. 
McKennion and two children, Mrs. Harcourt and her one child, and Mrs. Steyn and 
three children. It differs from all the other camps which I have visited in being in 
the hands and under the management of the military. The Camp Commandant is 
Captain Fenner, 8th K. R. R., an extremely courteous gentleman, and one who takes a 
keen personal interest in the camp. While maintaining the strictest discipline, he has 
shown himself kind and considerate, and has won the affection and esteem of all the 
inmates of the camp. 

The camp was originally started on December 13, 1901, on the Race Course, but 
was soon moved to its present site, on high ground, over two miles to the north-west 
of Port Elizabeth. The position chosen is one of the healthiest possible, as is proved b 
the almost complete absence of sickness. It is composed of two camps, surrounded eac 
with awire fence 5 feet in height,and separated from each other by a distance of 29 feet. 
The smaller camp, on higher ground, to the north of the other camp, is exclusively for 
men, all prisoners of war, 23 in number. The space enclosed is 22,500 square feet. 
Immediately inside the gate is a tent for the guard. All the other tents are bell-shaped, 
and accommodate about 3 or 4 prisoners each. Their rations and accommodation are 
exactly the same as we provide for our own soldiers, except that their tents are less 
crowded, and they receive extras in the way of rations that Tommy Atkins has to do 
without. Thus these prisoners of war get fresh meat every day from the cold storage, 
the same as is supplied to the officers’mess ; they get a free issue of soup,as much as they 
want; half a pound of potatoes a day, and a twelfth of a tin of condensed milk, all over 
and above the soldiers’ daily ration. They used to have a bath tent, but they used it 
so badly that in a short time it was beyond repair, and had to be discontinued. Now 
they have one large and two small zine baths, which are moved about from tent to tent 
as required. A loyal colonial, Mr. van der Poel, has charge of this camp under the Com- 
mandant. All these men had been sent here for various well authenticated offences. 
I spoke to a good many of them. They had no complaints.to make of their treatment, 
but one and all assured me of their innocence. They professed to be ignorant of the 
cause of their detention, and naturally wished to be set free. The only thing they com- 
plained of, and I think with reason, was the small dimensions of their camp, which did 
not give them sufficient room for exercise. I consider the area might reasonably 
be enlarged, say, to twice its present size. | 

The larger (or women’s) camp is also enclosed in a wire fencing, and contains 
36,000 square feet. Sentries are continually on duty at the gate and around the camp. 
In this camp there are 58 women, 198 children, and two coloured children, who are 
servants. Most of these people come from Jaggersfontein. They are all housed in 
buildings made of corrugated iron and wood, as seen in the photographs. There are 
four of these structures divided into 74 rooms. Each of these rooms measure 12 feet 
long, 10 feet wide, and 10 feet in height from the floor to the eaves. Each room has a 
window, glazed, three feet wide and five feet high, and the upper half of each door is 
glazed. e floors are well boarded, and raised well off the ground. The rooms are all 
supplied with the iron bedsteads and wire wove mattresses that are in use in the mili- 
tary hospitals. They are given pillows and sheets, and as many blankets as they, 
desire. The rooms are all extremely neat and comfortable, and quite clean—4 or 5is © 
the usual number found in each room; larger families are given two rooms. 

There is another large corrugated iron and wood paaitag measuring 52 feet long 
by 29 feet wide, which is used as a dining room, and between meals serves as a schoo 
room and recreation room. The roof is lofty. ‘There are two large windows at each’ 
end. On one side there are two glass doors, and an ordinary door on the other side. 
The room is furnished with forms and 27 dining tables. At my first visit, on the after- 
noon of the 7th, I found several women present, some were doing needle work, some’ 
were ironing clothes, and some were writing letters. To one of these I spoke, and 
found she was writing to her husband, who had taken the oath of allegiance, and was 
in Government employ in Natal. I asked her, why was she there? She replied she’ 
did not know (they all said that), but she supposed because she would not take the oath 
of allegiance. I said I did’nt suppose she would ever be asked to take it, but what was 
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her reason for objecting to it when her husband had taken it—she gave no answer, but 
only repeated, crescendo, “ Never, Never, Never.” 

In the corner of the dining room was a piano, which was provided for them by 
the Commandant, Captain Fenner. On the occasion of my second visit, I found two 
(os playing duets. ‘Though they somewhat stunned the piano, they | go le correctly. 

was assured that neither of them knew a note of music, but played entirely by ear. 
Mrs. Herzog, the Judge’s wife, who was formerly an inmate of the camp, used to teach 
those girls who cared to learn, and since she left, the matron gives lessons whenever she 
can get time. | 

With one exception, rations are not issued in the womens’ camp. Meals are served 
in the dining room, and there is no stint. The people get as much as they want. The 
exception is a ration of coffee and sugar, issued every Wednesday and Saturday. This 
is to enable them to make an early cup of coffee for themselves, and also to have after- 
noon coffee. The bill of fare for January Sth, is a sample of the ordinary food they. 
get. 

Breakfast :— 

Porridge and milk. 

Salmon fritters. 

Coffee, milk and sugar. 

Bread, butter, and jam. 
Dinner, 1 p.m. :— 

Vegetable soup. 

Trish stew. 


Beef. 
Sweet potatoes, parsnips, rice. 


Supper :— 
Whatever soup or meat is over from dinner. 
Bread, butter, and jam. 


In addition to this, soup, and maizena and milk prepared in the kitchen, is given 
at 11 a.m. to all the little children in the camp; that is to say, to all those chil ; 
irrespective of age, whose mothers think they require it. On Christmas day the dinner 
was more elaborate. It consisted of soup, roast and boiled fowl, roast duck, potato 
fritters, yellow rice, with sugar and raisons (a most favourite Dutch disli), sweet 
potatoes, cabbage and carrots, plum pudding, peaches, bananas, apricots, lemon and 
ginger ale (provided by the camp Commandant), cake and coffee. 
~ — Waitresses attend on the people at meals. There are three cooks and three 
assistants appointed from among the women in the camp every month. The cooks are 
paid 1s. a day and the assistants 6d. English cooking was tried at first, but the Dutch 
prefer their own methods, and, therefore, the present system was introduced so that 
évery woman in the camp gets her turn, and the consequent emoluments. One of the 
women in the camp, when [ visited her in her room said she enjoyed very much living 
in the camp: “It is just like living in an hotel.” 

A corrugated iron building near the dining room, contains two bath rooms, the floors 
of which are concrete. In each of these there is a large zinc bath with a water pipe to 
carry off the water. The water is not laid on, so as to prevent waste, but the people have 
to fill their own baths. Hot water for the bath can be obtained from a large hot water 
tank in one of the kitchens close by. There are two kitchens—the one contains two excellent 
large close ranges ; the other contains four large boilers for making soup and for boiling 
vegetables. In one corner of the latter is the hot water tank alluded to above. Beside 
the kitchen is a very well stocked stove room. 

The water supply of the camp is excellent and the sanitary arrangements leave little 
to be desired. 

The hospital consists of a very good corrugated iron building lined with wood. This 
building measures 30 feet long and 18 feet wide. A ition runs across the interior so 
as to divide the room. The further and larger portion, 18 feet in length, forms a ward. 
with 7 beds in it. The smaller portion is again divided so as to form two rooms, one is, 
the hospital kitchen, and the other acts as a dispensary. When I saw it everything was 
2s clean and neat and well ordered as possible. The ital required only one ag g to 
complete it ; there were no patients.’ There is an ish trained nurse in charge of the 
hospital, Mrs. Tipper, but though her presence is desirable, she has nothing to: do. 
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Dr. Wright, of Port Elizabeth, is the medical officer. At present he attends only twice 
a week, but as his house is connected by telephone, he can be summoned at any moment 
if required. The medical record of this camp is excellent. There was one case of eateric 
in the hospital, since the camp was formed, which a boy brought with him from Norvals 
Pont. The boy recovered and there has been no other since. The average number of 
sick in November, each week, was 103, and in December there was an average of 6, 
These were all trivial ailments, such as toothache; not one of them was obliged to remain 
in bed. The hospital has not been used for a very long period. The number of deaths in 
this camp, since it was formed in December, 1900, is 6. Three of these occurred before 
the. present Commandant took over charge, and there is no record as to the causes of 
death. Of the remaining three, one was a child who died of croup, one was a case of 
hydatia of the peritoneum, and the third was an old lady who died of cancer of the 
stomach, 

A great deal of credit for the condition of this camp is due to the matron, Miss 
Hauptfleisch, who has been here since the camp was started. Her management has been 


very good. | : F 

Phe school is held in the large dining room. The school-mistress is English, Mrs. 
Dawson. Her assistant, Miss MacAdam, is Scotch. They have two pupil teachers under 
them, chosen from among the girls in the camp. These get £1.a month. The school is 
under the management of the educational department for Cape Colony, who pay all the 
expenses connected with it, It has been five months in existence, and has proved a great 
success. It proves what I have maintained in some of my other reports, that the 
employment of British teachers in the schools does not in any way militate against the 
attendance of the Boer children, provided the teachers be good ; and the advantages to be 
reaped both now, and prospectively in the future, ought to be too obvious to require 
comment. : 

Beyond the hospital there are three wooden huts, with rounded wooden roofs, and’ 
canvas ceilings. Each hut measures 9 feet wide by 12 feet long. One forms the 
residence of the matron, one belongs to the school mistress, and the third forms the 


nurses’ quarters, ‘Chey are not very large but they are comfortable, simply but suitably 


furnished, and are cool, | 

There is a small shop, or dry goods store, within the camp, which is run by a Polish, 
Jew. Here the people can buy any simple things which they may require. The owner 
pays £4 a month rent for the privilege. The money thus acquired has been used by the 


camp-commandant in providing the following goods for the propie in the camp, up to the 


end of November. The December returns had not yet been made out, 
_ 47 pairs of boots, 75 straw hats, 152 yards of good flannellette, 135 pairs of boot- 
soles, 57 pairs of stockings. 

In addition to the above free gifts, the Government have issued since August last 
254 pairs of boots to the women and children. 

[he people in this camp belong to that class which, for various reasons, have 
been styled “undesirables.” It has been no part of my duty to enquire into the 
reasons, in each case, of their being included in this category, but I have been 
told, on good authority, that the offences committed, in many cases, have been more 
than political. Though guarded carefully, they are not prisoners, The sentries around 


the enclosure are for their protection, especially against natives, Under necessary. 
limitations, and as far as possible in rotation, they are allowed to go into the town of: 


Port Elizabeth, and bathing parties to the beach or picnics are not infrequently got up 
for their amusement. Considering the way they have been treated, | was not surprised to 


hear that in March, 1901, when there were 360 in the camp, they were informed that any 
who wished to leave the camp on parole should send in an application, only ten took, 


advantage of the offer. Nor was I surprised when a woman in the camp said to me, “ We 


have a good Commandant, a good matron, a good doctor, and a good cook, what more do 


we want.” 


There is a woman in this camp, whose husband has taken the oath of allegiance, and. 


is in Government employ, under Captain Forster, in Ladysmith. Her husband wrote to 


her to apply for leave to join him. But she refused to do so, saying she was quite well 


off where she was, and was satisfied to remain in this camp for another three years, if. 
necessa 
also inspected and enquired into the Loyal Refugee Camp at East London, and I have 


got all the information [ eould at Port Elizabeth ens the Loyal Refugee Camp 
which was there, but has recently been broken up. I have also enquired into the relief 
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given in Cape Town to our own refugees who had to fly from the Transvaal at the 
outbreak of war ; and one’conclusion has been forced upon me by what I have seen—as 
far as the comforts of existence go, it is best to be an undesirable or a prisoner of war. 
Next to this, it is well to be a Boer refugee and to hve in one of the ‘“ Concentration 
Camps”; but the least of all to be desired is to be a loyal refugee, with British blood 
flowing through the veins. This is undeniable, and yet the British Government is 
blamed for not doing more for the Boers, whether refugees or undesirables. It is to be 
hoped that in the future the relative position of these classes will be reversed, and that 
in South Africa, under British rule, justice shall be paramount. 


KENDAL FRANKS. 





| Enclosure 4 in No. 24. 
i Report oN BureHer CAMP, SPRINGFONTEIN. 


I inspected this camp on January 13th and 14th, 1902. The camp is situated 
on very slightly rising ground about 200 yards due north of the railway station, and on 
the western side of the line. This camp was started on February 22nd, 1901, under the 
superintendence of Captain Gosling, who died on October 15th last from pneumonia, 
contracted in the camp during a violent epidemic of the disease. He is not only 
remembered for his gallant defence of Philipolis, but more so in this camp for his kindly 
yet firm administration of it during his nine months’ tenure of office. To him is due the 
reputation which this camp has had of being one of the most contented and best 
managed camps in the Orange River Colony, a reputation which [ think it will 
maintain under the present superintendent, Nir. J. H. Sinclair, the famous South 
African Cricketer. After the death of Captain Gosling, the camp was superintended for 
14 days by Mr. W. H. C. Dunhill, the Resident Magistrate of Boshof, and on the 
1st November Mr. Sinclair took over the reins of government. The camp is very well 
laid out, and is divided into four blocks. These blocks are divided by broad streets, marked 
out by whitened stones. The main street which runs nearly parallel to the railway line 
from the S.W. to the N.E. is marked out by two rows of whitened stones on each side. 
Between the two rows on each side young trees have been planted which will form a beau- 
tiful avenue through the camp, should it exist long enough to allow them to reach maturity. 
Stretching across the avenue in the middle is the superintendent’s office, a reddish brown, 
one-storied building, made of sun-dried bricks. The camp is composed of marquees, bell- 
tents, three private Boer tents, and sun-dried brick huts, separate buildings for one family 
each. As these are found together in all the blocks, somewhat of the symmetry of parallel 
rows of identical buildings, shelters or tents is somewhat lost, but an air of greater variety 
is observed. I find no fault with this arrangement. as the strictest order and cleanliness 
is everywhere to be seen. The camp contains 2,615 inhabitants, of which 427 are men, 
995 women, and 1,193 children all under 12 years of age. They are all residents of the 
late Orange Free State. Under the superintendent is an assistant-superintendent, Mr. J. 
P. Beck, a clerk and issuer, Mr. J. H. Groenewoud, and two office clerks. Over each 
block there is a duty-corporal, a health-corporal, and a roll-corporal, They are all unpaid. 
The duties of the first are to superintend all work in the blocks, and to organise 
gangs from the men in his block for such work as the pitching of tents, digging 
holes, trenches, &¢. The health-corporal is responsible for the general cleanli- 
ness of his block. He has under him three corporals. Each of these has one row 
or line of tents or huts to look after. He has to see that every tent or hut in his 
line is clean, both inside and outside. He keeps a book in which he keeps the names and 
the number of inhabitants in each tent, and he has to go round and check this every 
morning, and he then hands his book to the roll corporal, who reports to the superintend~ 
ent’s ollice. The peuple have to clean up the ground or stand upon which their tent 
or hut is placed. On each stand there is an empty coffee tin, into which the people in 
the tent have to deposit all their rubbish and sweepings. These cans they have to 
to dust bins, where they empty them. These bins are made of sun-dried bricks, two 
are placed on each of three sides of the camp and there is one at the hospital. 
There are two men, called civil police, who are paid 9s. a day, who divide the whole 
camp between them. They ee a Boys’ Brigade, who go round the camp and sweep 
the streets. I saw several of these at work, with brooms made of branches of trees, 
because they have no proper brooms. These should be supplied. Carting away the 
rubbish to the dust bins is facilitated by the use of 36 wheelbarrows. The contents of 
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the dust bins are carted away to a dust heap about two miles away to the north-west 
of the camp. 


Each tent moreover has a tin in which the inmates empty their slops. These they. 


-empty into tanks on wheels, like water barrels, holding about 40 gallons each. There 
are 13 of these movable tanks placed round the camp. Two men, who are paid 1s. a day, 
wheel the barrels away and empty them into holes from two to three hundred yards away 


from the camp. Nothing but slops are allowed to be emptied into these holes, and fresh 


earth is thrown into them every night. 

The latrines, placed on the outskirts of the camp, are all of the usual pattern and are 
supplied with pails, Those which [ inspected were quite clean, though the boys are 
inclined to use them as play houses, when no official is about. The pails are emptied 
twice a day into three large tubs on a trolly wagon, which drawn by four horses, 


removes the soil to a trench two miles due north of the camp. Two latrine boys, natives, 


are employed at this work at £2 5s. month each. It is proposed to increase this wage 
to £4, the usual military wage paid to natives, because otherwise it is difficult to 
_get boys for the work. One wagon does all the work, and proved sufficient when the 
camp numbered over 3,000 inhabitants. The feeding of the horses cost about £10 4s. a 
month, and it is calculated that the whole expense of the latrine transport amounts to 
£176 8s. a year. This isa much more economical system than that at Norvals Pont, 
where the latrine transport is done by contract and costs about £900 a year. This 
contract should be abandoned. 

At present there is no camp matron. Fourteen probationers, however, have been 
-appointed to do tent to tent visiting under the doctor. They have only been at work 
since January Ist, and the Superintendent tells me they have already had a “ marked 
effect’ on the sickness and the death rate. Previous to their appointment a great 
number of cases of sickness were concealed. It is however important to appoint at once 
-a camp matron and an assistant, both fully trained nurses. When a patient in a tent is, 


in the opinion of the medical officer, a suitable case for hospital, to hospital that patient 


has to go. There are three orderlies and a stretcher kept at the hospita! for this purpose. 
Two act as bearers, the third superintends the removal. A separate stretcher is kept at 
the mortuary for those who require removal thither. 
There is in this camp a Health Committee, an institution which I have not found 
-elsewhere. It is composed of a Chairman, Mr. W. Smith (a German and a Free State 
Burgher) and two men and two women selected by the chairman from each block. Their 
duty is to go through the camp and enquire into all cases of destitution and distress ; and 
to distribute, as they think best, all gifts of clothing, &c., to the camp, which comes from 
-charitable sources. It is also their duty to report all cases of uncleanliness which come 
t» their notice and to see that each tent is turned out and its contents aired once a week. 
They also see that the flaps of every tent are rolled up for at least two hours every day, 


except when there is a dust storm. Before the probationers were appointed, they used to 


ferret out all cases of concealed sickness to the best of their ability. 

The duties they are called upon to perform are very important ones, and should not 
be left to the knowledge or discretion of refugees in the camp. Part of their duties 
belong to the Camp Matron, part to the Relief Matron, who does not at present exist in 
this camp, but should be appointed without delay, and the raising of the flaps and airing 
of the tents are usually the duties of the corporals, and might be entrusted to them. 
The Health Committee therefore has no raison d'etre. 

There are 790 bell-tents in this camp, of which 191 are double, and 130 of the 
remainder are so worn as to be unserviceable. They are therefore used as second coverings 
to other tents which are in a precarious state. Ten of the bell-tents belong to the Hospital. 
There are 38 marquees, of which 20 belong to the Hospital, and nine of the remainder are 

so worn out as to be fit for nothing, except for supplying the material with which to 
‘cata other tents. There are 83 sun-dried brick shelters or cottages. There are separate 
uts and are shown in the photograph. Lach of these cottages accommodates a family. 


Across the middle of the main avenue, or street, is a sun-dried brick building. In | 


the centre is the Superintendent’s Office. On one side is the bedroom of the issuing 
Clerk, on the other is the Medical Comfort Store. This building has a corrugated iron 
roof and a canvas ceiling which make the rooms very cool in the hot weather. A soup 
kitchen also made of sun-dried bricks occupies a central position in the camp. A sun- 


dried brick shed is also used as a fumigating house for the hospital. All the clothes and ~ 
bedding of enteric or other infectious cases undergo disinfection here by the means of: 
burning sulphur, SO,. The contents of any tent in which infectious cases of illness have | 
-been discovered are also treated here. A sun-dried brick building outside the camp limits: 


, 


~ 
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is used as a blacksmith’s shop. Two marquees are used, one as a carpenter's shop, the 
other as a bootmaker’s workroom. The carpenter's shop is sufficiently supplied with 
tools, but wood is scarce, and the bootmakers are in great need of leather for soleing 
boots. ? 
The rations in this camp are the same as elsewhere, and the method of issuing them 
is extremely good, although I think the duplicate bag system, which I explained to the 
Superintendent and the issuer would be an improvement, not as a substitute for, but’as 


an addition to the present system. I visited the issuing tent during the distribution of: 


meat, which takes place daily, and was struck by the rapidity and accuracy with which 


the issue was made, The crowd waiting outside the open marquee was never very. 
large. In addition to the rations, which are on a liberal scale, soup is given out at the 
soup kitchen daily to all convalescents and weak people, and to such children as the. 


doctor wishes. It is made in eight large pots or fish kettles. 200 pints had been 
supplied on the day of my visit. A woman, selected from the camp, is in charge. She 
is paid £50 a year, and has an assistant anda fireman, ‘The water supply of the. camp 


ig unusually good, and deserves particular mention. It is derived from ‘a very prolific , 


spring, about three or four hundred yards due north of the camp. I presume to this is 


due the name of the place, Springfontein. The most excellent pure water comes out of a - 
horizontal cleft in the rock, some three feet below the surface of the ground. I examined - 


the place on the morning of January 15th, with the Superintendent, Mr. Sinclair, and 
Lieutenant Wilson, R.E. The latter officer is at present engaged in making a stone 
walled and floored reservoir round the spring. The overflow will be brought down to 


a dam for watering animals. On higher ground north-west of the spring two boreholes - 


have been sunk, one for the military and one for the benefit of the camp. Both of these 
after penetrating the rock have struck the same source from which the spring comes. 
This borehole will yield 17,000 gallons of pure water to the camp daily—that is 64 
paren per head of the population, which will be ample. The overflow from the spring 
s been calculated to be 400,000 gallons a day, 

On the south-east side of the camp, between it and the railway line, there is a donga 
with a sluggish stream, coming from another spring, winding its way through it. The 
banks of this stream are unprotected and are open to the inmates of the camp. Hence 


every day and all day long troops of women and girls are to be seen, lining both sides of — 


the shallow donga, washing their clothes in the semi-stagnant pools. There are, tuo, 
objections to this. The water, after it passes the camp, makes its way to a place where 
the horses are watered ; and though the horses in South Africa are not very particular 
in their tastes, and will drink almost anything, the military object. In the second 
place, the banks of the donga are fouled in many places by the people themselves, 
and the Senior Medical Officer has assured me that he is satisfied that many cases of 


enteric among the women in the camp have been due to washing in this stream. I have, 


therefore, advised the Superintendent to erect a proper washing shed, with suitable tables, 
the water to be supplied through pipes fitted with stop cocks ; and the river bank to be 
fenced off, so as to shut it off com wely from the inmates of the vamp. 

The schools in this camp when I visited it were closed for the holidays. The 


headmaster, Mr. A, D. Stuart, though born in the colony, is of British parents. His 


assistant, Mr. John Richter, is a Colonial of German descent. ‘The. female assistants are, 
Miss Ida Monro, Miss E. Monro, Miss L. Stuart (the headmaster’s daughter), and Miss 


Wiggill, all English Colonials, and Miss Joubert, Miss K. E. Kolbe, and Miss A. de | 
Vil 


illiers, all Dutch Free Staters, This is a much better selection of the personnel of the 
teaching staff than I have found in any other camp under the administration of the 
Orange River Colony. The superintendent assures me that the preponderance of the 
British element does not, in his opinion, in any way affect injuriously the school atten- 


dance. It may influence a very few of the very ignorant among the refugees, who have | 


no loye for education in any form or through any channel, but even of this he 
is doubtful. There were in December 712 children on the school roll, and the 
daily average attendance was 533. ‘The school age here seems to be up to 
17, although there is one girl, sge 1%, attending the lowest form. I suggested 
a night school for the older boys, so as to allow them to work in the camp during 
the day, but Mr, Stuart thinks it unnecessary, as the boys’ school hours are from 7 a.m. 


until 12-30 p.m,, and this leaves them the whole afternoon for camp work, As the ~ 


superintendent was not short-handed as regards camp work, I did not press the matter. 


The present school-rooms are canvas shelters, and are quite unsuitable. One is shown | 
in the photograph 3. A sun-dried brick bnildipg is, however, in course of construction — 
on the west-vorth-west side of the camp. It will be used partly as a church and partly as ~ 


.a school house. It will consist of three rooms, 30 feet long by 22 feet wide. Suitable 
desks and forms, such as I saw at Barberton, could be made in the camp, if the Education 
Department would send in sufficient wood. There are, at present, a few apologies for 
‘desks, but they are not of much use. | 

_ The hospital is situated on the north-west side of the camp, and is enclosed within a 
wire fence, Just outside the fence, on the camp side, is a brick room with a verandah 
which has practically been constructed and furnished by the ingenuity and enterprise of the 
Senior Medical Officer and forms his office. It is shown in the foreground of the photograph 
4, It is surrounded bya promising vegetable garden, for the benefit of the patients. The staff 
of the hospital consists of the Senior Medical Officer, Dr. Webb, R.A.M.C., who has been lett 
by No. XIL. general hospital, which is situated nearly opposite the camp on the other of 
eastern side of the line. His training in the Royal Army Medical Corps has made him 
an excellent organizer and administrator, and he has devoted a very large amount of 
energy and ability to making his hospital a credit, both to him and to the Burgher 
Camps. He is assisted by Dr. P D. Strachan. The Dispenser is Mr. i. Guard. ‘The 
two medical officers divide the work in the hospital and in the camp between them. 

The nursing staff consists of three trained nurses, who are paid £10 a month each. 
There is no hospital matron. They are Sister Rintoul, who was trained at the Edin-< 
burgh Royal Infirmary, Sister C. McCowan, trained in Glasgow, and Sister Isabel May, 
English trained. Under them are 15 probationers or, as they are called here, assistant 
nurses. They are paid 2s. a day, and work very well. Eight of them have now been 
continuously at work for eight months and have no wish to leave. The selection has beéh . 
well made, they are bright intelligent looking girls. There are three otdeilies. 
There is a chief’ cook who gets £5 a month, and her assistant who is paid 2s. a day. 
Two hospital assistants are employed to keep the ground round the marquees and tents 
‘swept and the kitchen clean. 

The hospital consists of 20 marquees and 10 bell-tents. Thirteen of these marquees 
are for patients, and contain six, seven or eight beds, according to the age and size of t 
patients. When I visited the hospital here were 101 beds in the marquees and 
95 patients. Another marquee for an overflow of convalescents was about to be put up. 
‘One marquee did the double duty-of a bedroom for one of the Sisters and a dining room 
for them all, and another marquee formed the dining room, of the probationers. A sun- 
dried brick shed, divided into rooms fourteen feet square, is being erected. Three of 
‘these rooms will form bed-rooms for the Sisters, one will be their dining room, and one 
will serve as an office. Each will have a corrugated iron roof and a canvas ceiling. 
‘These rooms will be properly furnished. The marquees in the hospital have done long 
-and faithful service in a windy and trying climate. ‘they will not last through another 
winter. They will have to be replaced, and I think it would be better to replace 
them with huts similar to those in the camp at Bloemfontein, or to make them 
of sun-dried bricks, with windows between each bed on both sides. These would 
be cheap, very cool and serviceable. Of course the floors should be well boarded, 
and the walls plastered. Where the hosp‘tal arrangements have been 80 well 
attended to as in this camp, the staff deserves to be encouraged by giving them better 
‘premises. The present kitchen is too small, and it is not properly equipped. A large 
-one is about to be put up and a good stove is requisite. 7 

There até two latrines, one for corvalescetit meh and one for convalescent women. 
Both are in good order, clean, and properly equipped. Between these Dr. Webb is about 
‘to build a brick fire-place, the materials for whit he is collecting. This will be supplied 
‘with large Kaffir pots, in which enteric excreta will be destroyed. The hospital ash heap 
is situated 50 yards from the hospital lines. 

There were 90 patients in hospital on the 12th January. Of these 68 were enterics, 
-and eight were pneumonia, Three were simple continued fever ; one was bronchitis, one 
chorea, and nine were N.Y.D. yet diagnosed). 

The sickness in this camp has been mainly due to enteric and pheumonia, the other 
ailments being either few in number or trivial. In the hospital thus were 152 cases 
treated during the month of December, of which 81, or more than half, were enteric, 10 _ 
were returned as simple coritinued fever, but recent experience shows that these are 
niostly mild forms of enteric, and 28 were pneumonia, The camp returns are not very g 
criteria of the state of the health of the camp, as many slight cases are returne ; 
which might well be omitted. Thus we find that there were 314 cases of diarrhea, but 
ithere were only three deaths from this cause during the month, and, with so many 
very young children in the camp, most of these cases must have been trivial. But the 
retarns for each week show a marked and steady decline in the number of sick during 
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December. Thus in the first week there were 230, in the second week 181, in the third» 
week 167, and in the fourth week 128. The number of deaths during the month of 
December was 69, of which 29 were from pneumonia and broncho-pneumonia, and 26 
were due to enteric. Considering the prevalence of enteric at this time of year in 
South Africa, and the virulence of the pneumonia in so abnormal a community, I do not 
think the death-rate is excessive. I did not meet in this camp with any cases of 
starvation or parental neglect such as I have described elsewhere. I asked the Senior» 
Medical Officer, Dr. Webb,. whether he had had any experience of such cases in this camp, 
and he told me and authorized me to repeat it, that when he first took over the camp, in 
May or June last he had come upon five or six such cases. He adopted an expedient 
which proved perfectly successful. Whenever he found a child suffering from neglect, he 
obliged the mother to parade the child before him every morning for a fortnight, and 
publicly threatened her to bring her up before the Superintendent on a charge of 
manslaughter if anything happened to the child. One of the women so successfully dealt 
hc was Mrs. Botha, of Tussehen Tu, near Heilbron, whose grandchild’s welfare Was at 
stake. ’ 
There are many improvements of a minor sort which can be made in this camp and 
a few of a more radical nature, which the superintendent proposes to carry out, if assisted 
and authorised from Bloemfontein. But on the whole I think this camp is very well 
managed. The people look in very good ease and seem happy and contented. Most. of 
the children I saw running about the camp looked well-fed and chubby, and to be en- 
joying themselves, and there seemed to be an excellent ‘spirit pervading the camp - 
generally. | 
~ Kenpar Franks. 





8612. 
No. 25. | 
Hicu Commissioner LORD MILNER to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. 
(Received 2.55 a.m., March 1, 1902.) 
TELEGRAM. 
[Answered by No. 47.] 


February 28. No. 202. Your telegram, No. 6, 20th February.* My view is- 
the same as what I take yours to be, viz., to meet the wishes of the German Govern- - 
ment as regards the first two conditions, but to absolutely refuse the third. 





8508 
No. 26. | 
Mr. CHAMBERLAIN to Hicu Commissioner LORD MILNER. 
(Sent 4.5 p.m., March 3, 1902.) 
TELEGRAM. 
[Copy to War Office, March 5, 1902. LF.) 


March 3. No.1. Your telegram 27th February, No. 201, has crossed my tele- - 
gram 28th February, No. 3.{ In view of so-called scandals connected with military 
purchases this.matter has great importance. By indenting, where possible, on Crown 
Agents you escape all responsibility and avoid possibility of corrupt commission to - 
buyers. You also ensure that Colonies have full opportunity and that orders do not. 
go to foreigners unless absolutely necessary. I distrust local contractors with foreign 
names. Please give early consideration. : 





* No. 8. t No, 21. t No. 22. 
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No. 27. | 
WAR OFFICE to COLONIAL OFFICE. 
(Received March 5, 1902.) 
(Answered by LP. No. 37.) 


Sir, War Office, London, 8.W., March 3, 1902. 

I am directed by the Secretary of State for War to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of the 20th ultimo,* 6574/1902, and to state, for the information of Mr. 
Secretary Chamberlain, that no huts of the type mentioned in Lord Milner’s telegram 
have been despatched on War Department account to South Africa. 

2. The huts for troops were sent out in parts ready for erection, but they are 
very much larger, and of different arrangement from those now in oe 

8 It is considered that huts for South Africa, besides being lined as to the walls 
with matchboarding, should also be ceiled with matchboarding. Some form of ridge 
ventilation is considered necessary, but communication with any such ventilators from 
within should be under control, so that it can be closed in dust storms, or at other times, 
when required. 

4. Tt is considered that the best procedure will be to call for designs, specifica- 
tions and quotations, from the firms who construct such buildings, and that the huts 
should, if quick despatch is important, not be completely prepared in this country, 
but that the various timbers should be cut to lengths, the joinery to be done locally. 
The boarding and iron should be sent out in bulk to be cut locally. The doors and 
windows should be prepared in England. 

5. It is presumed that no huts will be actually ordered without an estimate of 
cost—such estimate having first been referred to this Office. 


T am, &e., 
G. FLEETWOOD WILSON. 


eet 


9184 


7644 
No. 28. Extract 
Mr. CHAMBERLAIN to Hicu Commissioner LORD MILNER. esp oie 
(Sent 3.15 p.m., March 4, 1902.) Des ag | 
TELEGRAM. arch, 1902 


[Answered by No, 8 in [Cd. 936].] 


4th March. No. 1. Referring to observations of Maxwell, Tucker, Trollope, 
and Goold-Adams in your despatches, No. 4, of 3rd January} No. 87, of 24th Janu- 
ary, No. 120, of 31st January, 1 am quite in favour of the idea of adopting portable 
huts of a permanent character as soon as you are able to fix upon and recommend 
one or more suitable types, and to decide whether huts should be made in England 
or should be constructed in South Africa. This will, however, take time, and, in 
view of approach of winter, I should be glad to have your decision immediately. 

Meanwhile, I understand that sun-dried brick houses are to be used to a large 
extent and will meet immediate requirements. I assume that in camps where tents 
ithe used as hospitals, substitution of huts for this purpose is already being carried 
out. 

Have you any other requirements to make for provision against winter climate ? 





9158 
No. 29. 


Hicu CommisstonER LORD MILNER to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. 


(Received 10.30 p.m., March 4, 1902.) 
TELEGRAM. 


March 3. No. 221. Your telegram, No. 6, 27th February.§ In consequence 
of misconduct 100 families from Harrismith were removed in January by Com- 
mander-in-Chief’s order to Ladysmith. See my despatch, No. 55, 17th January. || 





* No. 9. t No. 15 in [Cd. 934]. t Nos. 3 and 12. § No. 19. 
| No. 192 in African No. 687. 
12179 I 
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The population of Harrismith was then reduced from 1,623 at end of December to 
608 at end of February. There were thirty-two deaths in the camp in January, and 
only four during February ; remaining inmates will shortly go to Natal. The hospital 
site was changed three months ago. Ladies’ Commission sent in no report on 
ene camp to me but their general recommendations for all camps have been 
carried out. 


9291 
No. 30. 


WAR OFFICE to COLONIAL OFFICE. 
(Received March 6, 1902.) 


[ Ansicered by No. 65.} 


Sir, War Office, London, $.W., March 4, 1902. 

Wits reference to Colonial Office letter, 4537/1902, of 6th February, 1902,* 
concerning the observation regarding the removal of refugees with measles from 
Kroonstad to Heilbron, contained in Colonel Goold-Adams’s despatch, I am directed 
by the Secretary of State for War to acquaint you for the information of the Secre- 
tary of State for the Colonies that these observations have been brought to the notice 
of Mrs. Fawcett. Her ‘reply has now been received, and a copy is enclosed. Mr. 
Brodrick will be glad if you will lay it before Mr. Secretary Chamberlain for his 
consideration. 

T am, &c., 

G. FLEETWOOD WILSON. 


Enclosure in No. 30. 


Mrs. Fawcert to War OFFICE. 
(079/8156. (C. 2.) ) 


Dear Sir, 2, Gower Street, February 26, 1902. 


WE went rather fully into the matter of the removal of the measles patients 
from Kroonstad to Heilbron while we were in South Africa, and the sentence quoted 
in your letter from a letter from Colonel Goold-Adams to the High Commissioner is, 
net ay Bes my remembrance and belief, the only intimation that we have ever had 
that the Principal Medical Officer at Kroonstad, Dr. Van der Waal (a Dutchman) ever 
protested against the removal of the patients. Our view was that though the General 
Officer Commanding was technically responsible, he having given the order to remove 
the Heilbron people in Kroonstad Camp to Heilbron, the Principal Medical Officer 
was morally responsible, because, on receiving the order, he ought to have said, “ many 
of the Heilbron people are dangerously ill, and if they are moved it will be at the 
risk of their lives, and will almost certainly cause an outbreak of measles at Heilbron.” 
I never heard while I was in South Africa that he had offered any remonstrance 
at all. Dr. MacArthur, who was subordinate to Dr. Van der Waal, protested, and 
refused to move his special patients, except on receiving orders in writing from Dr. 
Van der Waal to do so, and even after receiving written orders Dr. MacArthur refused 


to move two of his patients. because he thought they would die on the journey if . 


moved. Dr. MacArthur made a long statement to me on the subject, of which the 
foregoing is the substance. When T last saw the Deputy Administrator I urged that 
Dr. Van der Waal had shown himself, by his conduct, unfit for his position; and I 
am quite sure that I was not then told that Dr. Van der Waal had remonstrated. 
I was aware that the Superintendent had been removed, under whom this took place ; 
but our view was that the Principal Medical Officer ought to be removed also. 

The Secretary of State no doubt remembers that we were on rather delicate 
ground in making this enquiry, because the General Officer Commanding at Kroon- 
stad is General Sir William Knox, while Lady Knox (his wife) was a member of our 
Commission. I do not feel, however, that this has prejudiced our enquiry or affected 
the conclusion at which we arrived. 

Believe me, &c., 
M. G. Fawcett. 








* No. 187 in African No. 687. 
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8448 
No. 43. 
COLONIAL OFFICE to WAR OFFICE. 


Sr, . Downing Street, March 12, 1902. 

I am directed by Mr. Secretary Chamberlain to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 27th ultimo,* relative to the estimate of capital and monthly expenditure 
on the Concentration Camps in South Africa, and, with reference to the second para- 

aph of your letter, I am to request you to inform Mr. Secretary Brodrick that Lord 
Milner has been asked by telegram (copy enclosed)+ whether the capital expenditure 
in question is to be incurred before or after the 1st proximo. 

2. Tam to add that, as it has been recognised that expenditure in connection 
with the Concentration Camps should properly fall upon Army Votes, Mr. Cham- 
berlain could not agree to any expenditure on account of this service being charged 
upon Colonial Revenues, even should the provision made in the Army stimates 
prove insufficient for the purpose. 


Tam, &c., 
H. BERTRAM COX. 





8622 
No. 43a. 


Mr. CHAMBERLAIN to Hic CommissionER LORD MILNER. 
(Sent 4.45 p.m., March 12, 1902.) 
TELEGRAM. 
[Answered by No. 48. | 


12th March. No.4. Referring to your despatches, No. 87, 24th January, and 
No. 141, 7th February,{ regret to see that health of Bethulie has not improved. 
Has removal to new site been made and energetic measures taken to prevent fouling 
of ground? Are bedsteads provided, and enteric patients compelled to go to hospital 
Medical and nursing staff should be supplied with proper comforts; see remarks in 
my telegram, 5th December, No. 3.§ 





10251 
No. 44. 


Hic Cosusstonrr LORD MILNER to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. 
(Received 9.40 a.m., March 13, 1902.) 
‘TELEGRAM. 
[ Answered by No. 343 wn African No. 680. ] 


March 12. No. 245. Matter most urgent. Your telegram of 11th March, 
No. 6.+ Of the £200,000 capital expenditure I estimated about two-thirds will 
be incurred by 1st April. Is it necessary that it should actually be reimbursed to me 
by pos Paymaster before that date in order to avoid its becoming a charge on new 
financial year ? 
————— 


10252 
No. 45. 


Hicu CommissioneER LORD MILNER to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. 
(Received 9.40 a.m., March 13, 1902.) 
TELEGRAM. 


12th March. No. 247. My telegram of 5th March, No. 225.| Weekly return 
of child mortality for week ending 8th March: deaths, Transvaal, 34, Orange River 
Colony, 22. Total [? Natal] 7, Cape Colony, nil. Total 63. | 





—— 





* No. 20. t No, 41. t Nos. 3 and 24. § No. 84 in African No. 687. | No. 31. 
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9554 Pi 

-No. 49. ' 
Mr. CHAMBERLAIN to Governor Sim H. E. McCALLUM. 

(Sent 1.45 p.m., March 15, 1902.) 
TELEGRAM. 
[ Copy to War Office, March 20, 1902., L.P.] 
[Answered by No. 59.] 


March 15. No.1. Matter most urgent. Referring to your despatch, No. 38, 
Sm February,” what is the meaning of sentence regarding 2s. a-day under head 
ntracts ?” 





10412 $c 
o. 50. 


Mr. CHAMBERLAIN to Hicu Commissioner LORD MILNER. 


(Sent 1.30 p.m., March 15, 1902.) 
TELEGRAM. 
15th March. No.2. Doctors for concentration camps, Natal. Following sail 
“9 ss. “ Avoca” 18th March :—Cole, Spence, Martin, Friel, Hay; 22nd March “Lake 
rie,” Jones. 


LL 


10418 
No. 51. 


Mr. CHAMBERLAIN to Hicu Commissioner LORD MILNER. 
(Sent 3 p.m., March 15, 1902.) 
TELEGRAM. 
15th March. No. 5. Following nurses sail on “ Avoca ” 18th March; Baker, 
es hae Buckley, for Natal; M. Anderson, Orange River Colony; Mackay, 


re 


10247 
No. 52. 


Mr. CHAMBERLAIN to Hicn ComMiIssIONER LORD MILNER. 
(Sent 6.10 p.m., March 15, 1902.) 
TELEGRAM. 
[ Copy to India Ofice, March 20, 1902. L.F.| 
15th March. No. 8. Referring to your telegram 12th March, No. 241.f 
Officers are to be paid from Transvaal funds from date of their embarkation in this 
country or in India. 


oe 


9910 
No. 53. 


Mr. CHAMBERLAIN to Hicu Commissioner LORD MILNER. 
(Sent 6.16 p.m., March 15, 1902.) 
‘TELEGRAM. 
[Answered by No. 90.] 
15th March. No. 9. Your telegram, No. 239.{ Informal communications 
between Private Secretaries will not serve the purpose. I ought to have despatch 
from you which I can lay before Parliament if necessary. 


as 
ERS 


* No. 5 in [Cd. 936]. + No. 42., t No. 38. 
12179 K. 
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10686 hang 
No. 54. 
“Governor Six H. E. McCALLUM to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. 
(Received March 17, 1902.) 
(No. 43.) 
Sir, Government House, Pietermaritzburg, Natal, February 19, 1902. 


I nave the honour to inform you that on the 9th instant I received from the 


Commander-in-Chief a telegram hoppy entosen: making enquiries concerning Mrs. de Wet, 


wife of Commandant Christian de 
Camp at Pietermaritzburg. 

2. I have visited Me de Wet on two occasions and ascertained from her that, 
although she was anxious to return to the Orange River Colony, she had no complaint to 
make as to her treatment. On one occasion, as there was sickness in her hut, I allowed 
her an extra allowance of candles, but, beyond that, she has been treated in the same 
manner as any other inmate of the camp. 

3. IL forward copy of telegram sent to Lord Kitchener in reply to his enquiries, 
which I can see were made in consequence of questions asked in the House of Commons. 
The knowledge that such enquiries had been made seems to have been promptly conveyed 
to Mrs. de Wet for, on the 13th instant, I received a letter from her complaining of her 
accommodation and asking that she should be provided with superior rations. 1 enclose 
copy of the reply which I caused to be sent to her declining to treat her differently to the 
wives of other Commandants resident in the Concentration erebe: To remove all ground 
for complaint I gave instructions to Sir Thomas Murray that a flooring of woolpack 
should ts provided for her in the same manner as is the accommodation at Merebank 
Camp. 

L Whilst this correspondence was going on an article* appeared in the “ Natal 
Witness,” (copy nasbebadic descriptive of a visit paid to Mrs. de Wet in camp by 
“ Viator” who, it seems, is a representative of that Journal, and who obtained permission 
from the General Superintendent to pay the visit in question. 


I have, &e., 
HENRY McCALLUM. 


et, who is at present resident in the Concentration 





Enclosure 1 in No. 54. 
Lorp Kircnener to Governor, Natal. 
TELEGRAM. 


February 9. No. 10146. In which camp is Mrs. C. de Wet, and is she accom- 
modated in tent or house, and has any change recently been made? I should also be 


| ae of any other points of interest you may think worth mentioning about this lady. 
am 


sorry to trouble you, but Secretary of State for War is asking, and I should like, if 
possible, to reply to-day. 





Enclosure 2 in No. 54. 
Governor, Natal, to Lorp Kircnener, Pretoria. 
TELEGRAM. 


Fe 10. No. 1. Clear the line. Your telegram February 9th, 10146. 
Mrs. de Wet is in Refugee Hut Barracks, Maritzburg. I have myself twice visited her 
to see she was comfortable, and she had no complaints to make, 








* Not reprinted. 








7% ; 
Enclosure 3 in No. 54. 
GENERAL SUPERINTENDENT, Burcuer Camps, to Mrs. C. M. pz Wer. 
Burgher Camps se yee 
imber Street, Pietermaritzburg, 
Dear Mapay, February 17, 1902. 
Your letter of the 11th instant received. Your request for a furnished house 
cannot be granted. You are receiving the same good treatment that the wives of the 
other Commandants in our camps are receiving. If you require a floor covering and you 
make an application to the Superintendent, I am sure he will arrange for it. 
Yours, &c., 
Tuos. K. Murray, 
General Superintendent of Burgher Camps. 
Mrs. C, M. De Wet, 
Burgher Camp, Pietermaritzburg. 





10689 
No. 55. 
Governor Sir H. E. McCALLUM to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. 
(Received March 17, 1902.) 
Copy to War Offi ril 2 ; git. 
(fo. 46) [ Copy Ojjice, April 24,1902. L.F.] 
Sir, Government House, Pietermaritzburg, Natal, February 20, 1902. - 


In connection with the new contracts which have been made in England in 
connection with the supply of meat to the troops in South Africa, it may be of interest 
to His Majesty's Government to know what have been the arrangements made by 
me in connection with the Concentration Camps in Natal. 

2. "When I took them over on October Ist last, the rates were the same as for 
the gia of the Army, namely, 81d. per lb. for fresh, and 5.85d. per Ib. for frozen. 
The Military Governor, Pretoria, asked me to endeavour to make arrangements with 
the Transvaal Cold Storage Company, who were outside the meat ring and boycotted 
by the local butchers. 

3. I, accordingly, arranged with this np oe 9p that they should supply both 
the beef and mutton required at a uniform rate to be fixed monthly—one penny per lb. 
above the nett price at which cargoes were landed at Durban. This arrangement, 
whilst giving the Company a fair return on their expenditure, has enabled me to supply, 
the meat to the constant increasing Concentration Camps at a price much cheaper than 
that which formerly ruled. ‘ 

4. I enclose Return showing the rate actually paid for the last three months, 
including railway and trolly charges. Owing to a claim for demurrage, it will be seen 
that the price for the month of January is about 4d. per lb. dearer, but, if this amount 
is recovered, as the Company hope it may, this additional price will be refunded. In 
that case, the average price for the last three months will be less than 4,°;d. per Ib., 
which the figures now work out to. 

I have, &c., ca Age 
HENRY McCALLUM. 





Enclosure in No. 55. 
Cost of Meat, Burgher Camps. 


Merebank, Maritzburg, Howick, 
Pie November, 1901, December, 1901. January, 1902. 
Cost. Cost. Cost. 
Meat, ; d. d. 
Railage and Trolly 4°524 4°433 4°920 
hire. 
Head Office, : 
Pietermaritzburg, 
February 1, 1902 


12179 K 2 
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10691 | 209A 6S onedtiindl 
es Sete geht RES ih prin si 
~ Governor Sm H. E. McCALLUM to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. 
(Received March 17, 1902.) . 
[Answered by No. 111.] 
(No, 48.) 
Sir, Government House, Pietermaritzburg, Natal, February 21, 1902. 


Durie my recent tour through the colony, [ have taken the opportunity of inspect- 
ing the various Burgher Camps outside Maritzburg. Two days were devoted to Merebank 
and Jacob’s Siding. The former was, at the time of my visit, approaching completion 
and was in excellent order. The hospital, segregation, and isolation accommodation had 
been perfected since my former. visit, and the doctors in charge informed me that every 
requisition which they had made had been promptly met by the General Superinten- 
dent. Dr. Hime, who is my principal medical officer for Burgher Camps, accompanied 
me and could not suggest any important improvements ; the measures adopted for 
dealing with enteric and other infectious diseases being quite up to date, including pro- 
vision for super-heating apparatus, boilers, and destructors for enteric stools, bed pans, «ec. 

2. The most recent block of buildings which were being constructed, has been 
improved in one particular, namely, that the rows of terraces have been placed facing each 
other and at a greater distance apart so as to allow of broad streets between the different 
terraces. The blocks of terraces var on to other streets in which the cooking accommo- 
dation is being provided. Up to the him time the inmates of each hut have provided 
their own cooking accommodation. [am now having this altered and proper kitchens 
erected for each family, so that not only will their convenience be better met, but the 
camps themselves will present a more tidy appearance, 

3. The school houses and workshops were in good order. The former have been 
greatly extended as the families are most anxious for their children to attend school, and 

am encouraging this by every means in my power. [| have also given directions that 
games, such as cricket, football, and hockey, shall be encouraged in each camp, and the 
necessary appliances provided out of the funds available from store licenses. 
~ 4, A large number of “ morally undesirable females” having been sent to me from 
the Transvaal, I considered it expedient to concentrate these at Meekatank in a separate 
enclosure, and to give directions that the inmates have to be in their quarters an hour 
before sunset. 

5. Under the advice of the Principal Medical Officer I am removing from the various 
huts all boys over 12 years of age, and am locating these with the bachelors in a 
separate Some of the camp well removed from the general block. 

6. Merebank now presents the appearance of a good-sized town, some 260 terraces, 
each of 6 huts, having been erected for the accommodation of 8,000 people, in addition to 
the numerous subsidiary buildings. 

7. I enclose a photograph* of one of the hospital wards, taken by the General 
Superintendent, and also newspaper cutting, embodying a letter from one of the inmates 
of Merebank, which appeared in the ‘‘ Natal Mercury,” which latter will show you that 
our efforts to make things comfortable are being fairly appreciated. Of course there are 
a good number of irreconcilables whom it is difficult to propitiate, but when [ inform 
you that, having given all people an opportunity of laying any complaints before me, I 
finished my investigations in under an hour, you will see that things must be in good order, 
considering the short time the camps have been established. 

8. The health of the inmates has considerably improved, in spite of the fact that 
large numbers of children with infectious diseases upon them have constantly arrived. 
These have been treated so successfully that the death rate has greatly decreased, and I 
was able, on the 19th inst., to telegraph to you that, taking the camps in Natal as a whole, 
the death rate had been reduced to 50 vl 1,000 per annum, and this at a time of the 
year most favourable to the outbreak and spread of disease on account both of the heat 


and rigs . fi 
9. Jacob’s Siding, at the time of my visit, was well forward, but not sufficiently 
advanced for the reception of inmates. The same arrangements, referred to in paragraph 2, 





.* Not reproduced, 





1. 

‘as regards the disposition of terraces, is being carried into effect. The inmates are now 
Tapidly arriving, and the working parties have been transferred to the Wentworth Camp, 
which I hope will be ready for occupation by the middle of next month. At the time of 
my visit to these south coasts camps there had been almost a complete stoppage of 
building material both at Merebank and Jacob’s Siding owing to the extraordinary 
demands upon the railway made by the military authorities. ule able, however, to 
arrange with the General Manager of Railways for the provision of a certain number of 
trucks, and of a shunting engine for 2 hours a day so as to provide for the supply of 
about 100 tons of corrugated iron and timber daily. 

10. Two new camps, chiefly of a disciplinary nature, have lately been established 


at Ladysmith and Colenso, at the request of the ‘rh gl authorities. On the twelfth 


ultimo, I received a telegram from the Military Governor, Pretoria, stating that Tintown, 
Ladysmith, was being given up as a prisoners of war camp, and asking whether | would 
receive there a number of irreconcilables then resident at Harrismith. I consequently 
paid a visit to Tintown with the Principal Medical Officer, and made arrangements for 
the reception of 1,000 people from Harrismith, to be followed eventually by another 600. 
‘The existing barracks have been made use of almost in their entirety, but special 
arrangements have had to be made for cooking places, stores, and hospital accessory 
accommodation, also quarters for the nurses. 

11. I might here mention that, although we have been fairly successful in providing 
doctors and nurses for the various camps, and although we have been encouraging the 
training of burgher girls to act as assistant nurses, the numbers at our disposal were not 
sufficient, and I therefore requested the High Commissioner to telegraph to England for 
the immediate supply of 20 nurses and 6 doctors. 

12. As regards the Colenso Camp, a telegram from Lord Kitchener apprised me of 
his desire to remove the Pietersburg Camp en bloc to Natal, if I could make arrange- 
ments for the reception of the inmates. In this instance I was unable to find a suitable 
site clear of the main line of railway, which has been the general policy, and, as an 
emergency measure, I had to select Colenso, which has the advantage of a good water 
supply and open country all round. The camp is for 3,000 members, nearly all of whom 
have now arrived and are located on a portion of the battlefield in close proximity to the 
site where Colonel Long’s guns were lost. The entire Transvaal establishment for this 


-eamp has been sent with the inmates. I have pointed out, however, to the Military 
‘Governor, Pretoria, that the scale of wages given all round to this staff is much in excess 
-of that paid in other Natal camps. If this continues grave dissatisfaction will no doubt 


arise in the other Natal camps, and I have informed him, therefore, that, if he does not 
see his way to reduce the salaries to the Natal scaie, | propose to gradually replace this 
staff by other suitable people, in which case they will return to the Transvaal and be 


-available for general duties in the other concentration camps in that colony. 


13. Mooi River is being kept as a reserve camp in case of an outbreak of any serious 


ae in any of the other camps. It is situated on high ground about two miles from 


e railway station, and is an ideal site. Arrangements have been made for the provision 
there of an excellent supply of drinking water. The necessary semi-permanent iron and 
wood latrines, wash-houses, and bath-houses, have been erected. A supply of tents and 
marquees for the accommodation of 2,000 people have been stored in situ, as well 
as the necessary camp furniture and equipment. Everything is ready, in fact, for the 
formation of a camp at 24 hours’ notice. 

14. I found the Howick camp in good order, and great credit is due to the Superin- 
tendent, Dr. Hunter. The new water supply is not quite completed, the pipes and engines 
having been delayed at East London. The inmates, therefore, continue to draw their 
‘supply from the river, but this will be rectified before long, and water laid on throughout 
the whole camp. The health is excellent, the school attendance good, and the hospitals 
in order. So great is the demand for school accommodation, that I gave orders for the 


‘supply of marquees to be immediately provided to accommodate an additional 
-800 children. 


_ 15. In connection with this subject of Education, I propose, now that the construc- 
tion of the camps is approaching completion, to introduce a system of popular lectures for 
the practical education of adults, as I consider it quite as important that these should 
return to their farms improved in knowledge as it is that the children should be provided 
with school conveniences, There is no doubt that these concentration camps, though 
expensive to construct and maintain, will be well worth the money expended thereon, as 
‘they are most excellent educators, and residence therein produces a great change for the 
-better in both adults and children. 
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16. In my despatch, No, 19, 8th January last,* I referred to the marked improvement: 
that there aa th the Pietermaritzburg cam sia informed you that I would inquire what: 
was the feeling in the other camps when { had an opportunity of visiting them. At 
Merebank there appears to be much the same feeling as at Pietermaritzburg, though the: 
women are not so active in expressing their views about the desirability of their men-folk 
surrendering. There appears, however, to be a feeling of despondency and resignation, 
and I have no doubt that, after some little time when the good influences of the camp: 
have been allowed to work, the feeling will be much the same as that of Pietermaritzburg. 
At Howick I found the women still very bellicose and rabid, and was informed that 
recently when Commandant Erasmus was temporarily confined there he had a rather 
rough time at their hands. I fancy this is brought about a good deal by the influence of’ 
Mrs. Schalk Burger and the wives of other leaders who are resident there. If this 
feeling does not soon disappear I shall take measures to remove these ladies to Merebank 
or Pietermaritzburg where their teachings can do less harm and will not be paid so much 
attention to. 

17. The total number of inmates at the present time is just over 20,000. Addi- 
tional members are coming from the Transvaal at the rate of over a thousand a week,. 
so that I am in hopes that in a month’s time we shall have received the total number for 
whom I have been providing accommodation, namely, 26,000 souls, or about half 
the normal white population of the Colony, a satisfactory record, I submit, fora little 
over four months’ work in time of war and great stringency of labour. 

18. I cannot close this despatch without expressing my great satisfaction at the 
excellent manner in which Sir Thomas Murray has carried out his duties as General 
Superintendent under me, and the loyal and energetic support he has received from the. 
Superintendents of the different camps. 

I have, &c., 


HENRY McCALLUM. 





Enclosure 2 in No, 56. 
THE NATAL “MERCURY,” February 13, 1902. 


MEREBANK REFUGEE CAMP. 


SIR, Merebank, February 8. 
As one of the many refugees in the Merebank Refugee Camp, I am very desirous of tendering’ 
my sincere and heartfelt thanks to the Commandant, Mr. H. M. Bousfield, and his able and efficient. 
staff, to whom we are all so much indebted for their unending efforts for our comfort, and their care- 
in watching over our health and general welfare. I have been in the camp for some months, and 
during that time I may safely say that I have never heard a serious word of complaint from anyone 
in the camp, among all the five or six thousand souls which go to make up the sojourners here. | 
Commandant Bousfield is indefatigable in his efforts for the comfort and well-being of those. 
committed to his charge, and I think ita high encomium that he should, among a community of. 
such varied nationalities and stations in life, have earned the lasting and sincere gratitude of all.. 
In fact, it may, I think, be said of him, that his sole aim is the care and well-being of all those whom 
the exigencies of this terrible war have placed in his care. All of us are lodged in comfortable’ 
houses, and are well looked after and cared for. For the last two months or so I have been employed. 
in the commissariat, assisting in the issue of rations, so I can speak with some degree of authority as; 
to the quality of the food which is served out to us. No difference whatever is made between us in 
the rations served out, and, whether the recipient be from the back-veld or from the best society in 
Pretoria, he or she receives the same quality and quantity of provisions, which are both excellent 
and plentiful. On arrival at the camp, every person who requires it is provided with all necessary 
clothing, housing and fuel being also found, in fact, nothing is neglected which may contribute to» 
our comfort. We have, too, ample medical attention, there being four large wards and a maternity 
ward. Every attention is paid to sanitary arrangements, a matter which, in such a varied com- 
munity, is of the first importance. Ample provision is also made for the education of the children, 
of whom there are, naturally, a great number. After the excellent and giaphie description of the’ 
camp, and of the manner in which the various departments are conducted, contained in your issue of 
October 7, 1901, any addition by me would be superfluous, and my only reason for writing is that I 
may take an opportunity of expressing my grateful thanks to Commandant Bousfield and his staff for’ 
the uniform kindness and attention which I and all of us have received at their hands since we have. 
been received at the camp which is under his kindly and benevolent rule. 
Iam, &c., 
GRATEFUL. 








* No. 19 in [Cd. 934] February, 1902. . 
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oS ot No. 57. eiyoek 
I Hicu CoMMIssIONER LORD MILNER to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN, 
(Received March 17, 1902.) 
[Answered by No. 93.] 
(No. 194.) 
Sir, High Commissioner’s Office, Johannesburg, February , 1902. 


Witu reference to my despatch, No. 168, of February 14th,* I have the honour 
to enclose, for your information, a copy of the undermentioned documents on the 
Subject of Boer Concentration Camps in Orange River Colony and Cape Colony. 


I have, &c., 
MILNER, 
High Commissioner. 


SCHEDULE OF ENCLOSURES. 


Deputy Administrator, Orange River Colony. February 15, 1902. 
Lieutenant-Governor, Orange River Colony. February 12, 1902. 
High Commissioner. February 14, 1902. 

Deputy Administrator, Orange River Colony. February 18, 1902. 
Viceroy, Calcutta. February 13, 1902. 

High Commissioner. February 14, 1902. 

Deputy Administrator, Orange River Colony. February 15, 1902. 


TO OUP Ohh 


Enclosure 1 in No. 57. 
Deputy ADMINISTRATOR, Orange River Colony, to ADMINISTRATOR. 


Government of the Orange River Colony, Bloemfontein, 
My Lorp, February 15, 1902. 

I wAvE the honour to forward, for Your Excellency’s information, and for trans- 
mission to the Secretary of State, the accompanying Report in duplicate by the Chief 
Superintendent of Refugee Camps in this Colony, for the month ending 31st January, 
1902. It is a great satisfaction to note the considerable decrease in the death-rate, 
a drop of very nearly 500, the improved condition of the camps owing, no doubt, in 
great measure to the enlargement of the water supply, and the greater variety of the 
rations issued. Altogether the outlook is much brighter, a result which is due, it may 
fairly be said, to the unremitting energy of Captain Trollope and his subordinates. 

- “T wish to direct Your Excellency’s attention in particular to the perenpenents 
I am making with regard to the obtaining of statistical information on the subject of 
the orphans in the Camp. The Commission is now at work in the Bloemfontein camp, 
and the result of their enquiries there will guide me as to the measures to be adopted 
‘elsewhere for procuring a trustworthy return. 


I have, &c., 
H. Gootp-ADAms, 
Deputy Administrator, 
Orange River Colony. 
-His Excellen 
The Administrator of the Orange River Colony, 


Johannesburg. 





Chief Superintendent, Refugee Camps, 
Government Buildings, Bloemfontein, 
Orange River Colony, February 10, 1902. 
I nave the honour to submit this my monthly report on Refugee Camps for the 
month ending 3Ist January, 1902, with a view to the same being submitted to His 
Excellency the High Commissioner. : 


rT --- * No, dads 
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(1.) Distribution of Camps—No: additional camps have been formed during’ 
the past month; the new site of the Kroonstad Camp has proved infinitely healthier 


than the old one, and there is a substantial decrease in the death rate; the removal 
of the Brandfort and Bethulie Camps to other sites is still in progress. 


A list of camps giving distribution at each place will be found as under:— 


WEEKLY RETURN OF REFUGEES AT PRESENT IN CAMP. 






Reserve Accom- 






Orange River 





Titec |. xed: ctytke 7,232 16,388 42,404 in 


Aliwal North 4,514 Nil. 
Bloemfontein 5,949 Nil. 
Brandfort... 4,143 Nil. 
Bethulie ... 4,088 Nil. 
Heilbron ... 2,878 Nil. 
Harrismith 1,470 100 
Kroonstad 3,045 Nil. 
Kimberley 3,469 100 
Norval’s Pont 3,185 Nil. 
Springfontein 2,592 Nil. 
Vredefort Road ... 722 1,887 Nil. 
Winburg ... 1,117 2,978 Nil. 
1,706 Nil. 





(2.) Hospital Staff—Attached will be found a list showing distribution of 
Medical Officers and Hospital Staff in the Orange River Colony Refugee Camps on the 
81st January, 1902. Vide Annexure A. 


(3.) Death Rate—I am pleased to report a substantial decrease in the death 
rate on last month’s figures. 


Enteric fever is still prevalent in most of the camps, but is gradually abating, and 
on the advent of cooler weather should entirely die out. 


The water difficulty has almost entirely been overcome, owing to the copious rains 
that have fallen during the past month; however, considerable difficulty is still ex- 
perienced in obtaining anything like an efficient supply from the bore-holes. 


The water schemes at Winburg and Kroonstad are fast nearing completion. At 
Winburg the camp is already being supplied from one of the sources mentioned in 
my report for December, and a substantial decrease in the death rate is already 


noticeable. i 


Measles has almost entirely died out, and has accounted for very few deaths. 
during the last month, as will be seen under. 


Broncho-pneumonia is still somewhat prevalent. 
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Attached will be found a classification of deaths in each camp for the month of 
January, arranged in periods of five years. Vide Annexure B. 

_ (4) Sanitation.—The sanitation in camps leaves little to be desired, but the lat- 
rine bucket difficulties at Bethulie have not been completely remedied, as only a portion 
of the consignment has been received. The Chief Ordnance Officer informs me that 
the remainder are on the rail now. 

(5.) Health—There has been a general improvement in health in all camps, and 
there is every reason to expect a still further improvement as the weather is becoming 
considerably cooler. 

I regret to have to report that there is a considerable amount of sickness amongst 
the staff; Doctors Pern, Trumper, De Kock, Woodward, Beauman, Fraser, and 
Nurses Tomkins, Snell and Monkhouse, are down with enteric. 

Doctor Madden and Mr. Percival, Assistant Superintendent, Bethulie Refugee 
Camp, succumbed to enteric fever whilst in execution of their arduous duties. 

(6.) Reports and Retwrns—No additional reports or returns have been called 
for during the last month. 

(7.) Financial—tThe net expenditure during January was £91,092 2s., making 
the total expenditure to the 31st January, 1902, £564,589 17s. 8d. 

The average number in camp during January was 43,101, at an average cost per 
person of 1s. 44d. The sum of £8,814 11s. 10d. was expended on Medical Comforts. 

(8.) Fuel and Transport.— 

Fuel.—There are no difficulties under this heading. 

(9.) Transport.—Matters are rapidly improving. I have been able to secure a 
number of cast artillery horses, which have been distributed amongst the camps, 
and I have succeeded in hiring several teams of mules. 
te With regard to railway transport matters are now on an eminently satisfactory 

asis. 

(10.) Shops.—No difficulties under this heading—they are all well supplied. 

(11.) Clothing —The sum of £1,869 5s. 9d. has been spent on clothing—free to 
Refugees in the camps—during January. 

12.) Swpplies—The supplies continue to be of excellent quality, and the 
greatest satisfaction is evinced by the Refugees in the now varied ration. Frozen 
meat is now being supplied to the camps at Kimberley, Orange River, Kroonstad and 
Bloemfontein, and the Refugees are perfectly satisfied with it. 

Attached will be found a statement* showing new scale of ration and successful 
contractors for the supply thereof. Vide Annexure C. : 

(13.) Camp I niuiietes ete are progressing very satisfactorily under this 
heading. Steps are being taken to increase the number of skilled labourers in each 
camp, and it is only reasonable to expect that within a few months the camps will be 
self-supporting as regards building, carpentry, shoemaking, &c. The actual numbers 
of skilled labourers in camps are as follows:—Carpenters 35, Blacksmiths 4, Masons 
28, Shoe-makers 10, and Drill Foremen 8. 

(14.) Education.—As i intr the schools in camp, the principal event of the 
month has been the arrival of the first two contingents of teachers from England. 
Twenty-two of these were allotted to the Orange River Colony, and have been distri- 
buted as follows:—10 are now at work in Bloemfontein Camp, four have been sent 
to Kroonstad, four have been sent to Heilbron, and four are on the point of leaving 
for Brandfort. 

It has been most gratifying to observe how quickly the most friendly relations 
were established between the old teachers and the new. 

A very commodious shelter for the recreation of the younger children has been 
erected in the Bloemfontein Camp. During school hours it will make an admirable 
infants’ department, as its roomy dimensions furnish ample space for musical drill. 
During the afternoon hours it furnishes a fine playground for the children, being 
sheltered from both sun and dust, and on wet days it will give complete protection 
from the rain. 

Numbers on the register are much the same as last month—Kimberley and 
Brandfort show a considerably increased attendance. 

(15.) _General—As a whole the people are very contented in the Refugee Camps. 
Great facilities are now given for procuring supplies from the coast, and an excellent 
ration is provided, the Frosh vegetables especially being greatly appreciated. The 


—— 





* Not printed. 
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well to have chapter and verse. Do I understand that military have commandeered 
animals actually bought by you for burgher compe and, if so, where? What camps 
wwe short of transport? If orgies is being taken from any of your camps, please 
isk Military Authorities to hold their hands provisionally and wire me particulars, so 
that I can appeal to the Commander-in-Chief. 


Enclosure 4 in No. 57. 
From Deputy Apministrator, Bloemfontein, to Hick Commissioner, Johannesburg. 
TELEGRAM. 


February 18. R. 1618. Your 19 of 14th. Chapter and verse as under. Super- 
intendent Refugee Camp, Kroonstad, telegraphed 5th instant. All military transport 
to be withdrawn on 13th. Superintendent Aliwal North telegraphed 8th instant. 
Military withdrawn all transport, Monday. This latter has been extended to 22nd. 
Browne, Transport Contractor to Bloemfontein Camp, had 45 donkeys commandeered 
from him at Warringhams on 12th, and General Officer Commanding here has 
threatened to commandeer any animals Browne may bring from Basutoland. ‘This 
contractor was sent out recently to try and secure animals for refugee transport for 
Aliwal and other ae about to be denuded by military. I believe Browne has 
annoyed military, but this should be no reason for taking animals intended for us. 
Most camps still have small amount of military transport, and we are trying to 
replace it as quickly as possible. The local transport officer is reasonable. 


Enclosure 5 in No. 57. 
From Viceroy, Calcutta, to Hich Commissioner, Johannesburg. 
TELEGRAM. 


(February 13.) In continuation of my telegram of January 30th, 100 Indian 
tents, privates British Regiments, were shipped by Steamer “City of Vienna” from 
Bombay, February 11th. Do you require more than 1,200 tents already demanded ? 





Enclosure 6 in No. 57. 
From Higu Commissioner to Viceroy, Calcutta. 
TELEGRAM. 


February 14. Your telegram of February 13th. Only 1,200 tents required. 


Enclosure 7 in No. 57. 
From Deputy ApMINISTRATOR, Bloemfontein, to Hicn Commissroner, Johannesburg. 
TELEGRAM. 


February 15. No. 989. Mansergh reports that he has started the construction 
of a new camp at Kabusi. The huts in this case will be locally made and constructed 
of timber with clay, plaster and thatch roofs. The class of hut was recommended 
by medical officials supported by Mansergh, and has been approved by me. These 
huts are not subject to the variations of temperature of iron huts, and are much more 


economical. 
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No. 58. 
Mr. CHAMBERLAIN to Hic Commissioner LORD MILNER. 
(Sent 12.5 p.m., March 17, 1902.) 
TELEGRAM. 
[Copy to War Office, March 27,1902. LL.) 
[Answered by No. 72.] 


17th March. No. 1. Referring to your despatch, No. 120, 31st January,* 
Bentinck’s report on Heidelberg. Have permanent medical officer and camp matron 
been stationed there now? 
Volksrust: has meat ration for adults been increased as recommended ? 
- Death rate in Standerton still high, but I presume every effort is being made to 
uce it. 
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No. 59. 
Governor Sm H. E. McCALLUM to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. 
(Received 1.57 p.m., March 17, 1902.) 
TELEGRAM. 
[ Copy to War Office March 20,1902. LP. ] 


March 17. No. 1. Referring to your telegram of 15th March, No. 1,¢ sum 
mentioned is rate of hire per trek ox per diem for sanitary and other transport pur- 
poses. It covers all charges, including leaders and drivers. 





11094 — 
o. 60, 


Mr. CHAMBERLAIN to Hiau Commissioner LORD MILNER. 
(Sent 5 p.m., March 19, 1502.) 
TELEGRAM, 
[Answered by No. 69.] 


March 19. No. 3. I observe that rate of mortality in Natal has been and continues 
very much lower than in Transvaal and Orange River Colony. I gather that this is 
due mainly to the fact that inmates of camps in Natal have arrived there after passing 
through the epidemics which have been so fatal elsewhere, and also to the more sanitary 
agg” of sites in a country where the war has not poisoned soil and the water 
supply. 

_ But I should be glad to know if, in your opinion, anything more can be done to 
bring mortality in the new Colonies down to the average of Natal, and, if not, whether 
it would be possible to establish more camps in Natal, or whether all available sites: 
have already fe occupied, 





9862 
No. 61. 
Mr. CHAMBERLAIN to Hicu Commissioner LORD MILNER. 
(Sent 6.40 p.m., March 19, 1902.) 
TELEGRAM. 
[Answered by No. 64.] 


‘s March 19. No. 5. Matter most urgent. Referring to my telegram 13th 
re arch, No. 1,t German Ambassador wishes to know whether articles for concentra- 
101 camps can be sent to Durban as well as to Capetown. Presume there can be 


no objection. | 





SE a ee eens ee Oe a bree | el oe. 8 


® No. 12. t No. 49. t No. 47. 
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ana No. 62. 
Mr. CHAMBERLAIN to Hicu Commssionen LORD MILNER. 
(Sent 6 p.m., March 20, 1902.) 
TELEGRAM. 
[Copy to Foreign Office, March 24, 1902. L.F.] 


March 20. No.2. My telegram 13th March, No. 1* [goods for camps]. French 
bassador similarly informed. ) 


oe 


11248 
No. 63. 


Hicu Commissioner LORD MILNER to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. 
(Received 2.45 a.m., March 21, 1902.) 
TELEGRAM. 


20th March. No. 266. _My telegram No. 247, 12th March.t Weekly return 
child mortality for week ending 15th March: deaths, Transvaal, 19, Orange River 
Colony 24, Natal 16, Cape Colony nil. Total 59. 


tetas: 


11244 
No. 64. 


Hich Commissioner LORD MILNER to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. 
(Received 5.37 a.m., March 21, 1902.) 
TELEGRAM. 
[ Copy to Foreign Office, March 24,1902. LF.) 


20th March. No. 267. Your telegram, No. 5, 19th March.t There is no 
objection. Transit from Durban to Transvaal is at present very slow, owing to 
pressure on railway, but the goods can be used for Natal camps. 


SS nseseeSesesnenseenre 
9291 
No. 65. 
COLONIAL OFFICE to WAR OFFICE. 
Sir, Downing Street, March 21, 1902. 


I am directed by wie gs Spawiierlain to state, for the information a 
r. wecretary Brodrick, that a copy of the correspondenc 
eg bg ea aa with your Department, as noted in the margin, secre 
the removal of certain refugees with measles from Kroon: 
stad to Heilbron Concentration Camp in August last is being sent to the Administrator 
of the Orange River Colony by this mail for ‘his consideration, 


Lam, &c., 


FRED, GRATLAM. 
ns 


SR aa ten a name — R E  a yon RS 2 
* No. 47 t No.'61. 


, t No. 45. 
§ Nos. 187 in African No. 687/and No, 80 in this book. 
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Hicu Commissioner LORD MILNER to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. 
_ cel ed arch ’ +. J 
No. 219) (Received March 22, 1902.) 


High Commissioner’s Office, Johannesburg, February 28, 1902. 
Wiru reference to my despatch, No. 169, of February 14th,* I have the honour 
to enclose, for your information, a copy of the undermentioned documents on the 
subject of Boer Concentration Camps in Transvaal and Natal. 


T have, &c., 
MILNER, 
High Commissioner. 





SCHEDULE OF ENCLOSURES. 


(Minute of Military Governor. 

Report by General Superintendent for January, 1902. 

Synopsis of Death Returns. 

Statistical Return. 

Progressive Census, with Death Return, May, 1901,-January 31st, 1902. 

Return Total Births. 

Return Total Prisoners of War received into Camps from Ladysmith and 
Green Point Prisoners of War Camps. 

Return of Total Absconders. 

Circulars 107, New Ration Scale; 111, Salaries Medical and Nursing Staff. 

10. Reports, Inspector Major Anstruther Thompson. 

11. Reports, Inspector Major Jackson. 

12. Reports, Inspector Captain Bentinck. 

13. Reports, Inspector Mr. (oag t 

14. Superintendents’ Monthly Reports, with Medical Reports and Statistical 

Returns.f 
15. Natal Education Report. 


C2 Nearer hwe 


W. K. Tucker, 
General Superintendent. 





Enclosure 1 in No. 66. 


From Murary Governor, Pretoria, to His Excellency the Hicn Commissionsr, 
Johannesburg. 


My Lorn, Military Governor's Office, Pretoria, February 24, 1902. 
I werewirs have the honour to forward, for the information of the Secretary 
of State, the General Report for the month of January, 1902, on the Transvaal Refugee 
amps. 
am glad to be able to point out the enormous diminution of both death and sick 
tates. This improvement steadily continues. 
I must say, in justice to the various staffs of these camps, who have had, from the 
t, to contend with difficult situations, that events have proved that the deplorable 
ath rate that has occurred in these camps is due entirely to the virulent epidemic 
measles, and in no way due to insanitary conditions, or want of proper care or fore- 
thought on the part of the officials of the department, nor to the quantity or quality 
the rations supplied. : : : | 
It is true that the conditions of camp life have improved, and continue to improve, 
83 means come to hand. It is also true that the fixed rations have been greatly aug- 
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mented and improved, but in all consideration of the old ration scale it must not be 
Jost sight of that the medical officers of the camps had carte blanche to increase rations 
and were for this purpose supplied very liberally with all sorts of food stuffs and stimu- 
lants under the heading of medical comforts. Rees. SaeeEEaLL? 7, 
Now that the greater difficulties of railway transport have been overcome, and 
he “e in a position to supply what we lay down, we were well advised to increase the 
ed rations. : 


_ The supply of fresh frozen meat is much appreciated. It would be advantageous 
to supply it more than once a week, but under present circumstances this is impossible. 


That the ration of bread stuffs is more than sufficient is being constantly proved 
by the very large accumulation found in camp. When Pietersburg Camp was moved 
to Natal over 20 tons of accumulations of flour were found in tents in that camp alone. 


The feature of this month’s General Report is the reports of the travelling and 
sanitary inspectors. A perusal of these 5 oe reveals the fact that the work that 
they have done has been of great value. ey as a rule report deficiencies that we 
at the head office are well aware of, indeed, have ordered, and as fast as possible the 
material will arrive from the coast at the camps. 


There is one remark in Captain Bentinck’s report which I cannot allow to pass 
unchallenged, viz., that what he calls the country camps are starved at the expense 
of Irene and Johannesburg. This is not true. Irene Camp has for a long time 
enjoyed an unenviable reputation, it was twice badly reported on by the Ladies’ Com- 
mission ; it has now been taken in hand and will be made, as it should be, a model camp. 
All camps are treated exactly alike; their supplies are brought up from the coast, and 
naturally those nearest are first served; but, of course, a great deal depends on the 
individuality and push of those in charge of each camp. I must also challenge Captain 
Bentinck’s remarks re the distribution of the Imperial Yeomanry Hospital. The facts 
are, that the equipment of one hospital was divided amongst the following camp hos- 

itals, which most required assistance, viz., Irene, Krugersdorp, Balmoral, Standerton, 
Asiddetburg There is one other remark by Major Anstruther Thompson, which 
requires explanation, viz., the alleged nightly visits of Boers on commando to their 
relatives in camp, and the provision of clothing and food stuffs to them. I admit that 
this is possible, but to no very serious extent. The Military Authorities are respon- 
sible for the external protection of these camps, and, though they are not surrounded 
by sentries, I consider that with proper vigilance sufficient protection is afforded the 
camps. 

I beg to place on record the valuable assistance provided from Great Britain in 
a most excellent selection of medical men and women, matrons and nurses. These 
have now arrived, and are rendering valuable services. I have only one exception 
to record in the unfortunate selection of a certain Dr. Savage, who, however eminent 
in other respects, was soon found out to be decidedly undesirable for the work for 
which he was selected. He is now en route to England. 

In conclusion, the Proclamation issued by Your Excellency, No. 2, of 1902,* has 
materially strengthened the hands of the Superintendents (copy attached). 

J. G. MaxweELt, 
Major-General, 
Military Governor, 
Pretoria. 


Transvaal No. 2 of 1902, 
PROCLAMATION 


By. His ExceLteNcy THE ADMINISTRATOR of the Transvaal. 


Whereas it is desirable to make regulations for the good order and government 
of the Burgher Refugee Camps in this Colony and for preserving the health of the 
persons residing therein: 

Now, therefore, by virtue of the authority in mo vested, I do hereby declare, pro- 
claim, and make known as follows :— a Lr te 

1. It shall be lawful for the Administrator of tne Transvaal from time to time 
to make regulations for preventing the spread of contagious and infectious diseases 


* Printed at p. 101 of [Cd. 934}. 
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in the Burgher Refugee Camps in this Colony, and for preserving the health of the 
persons residing therein, and for the maintenance of good order and proper control 
-of all persons in the said Burgher Refugee Camps. A ines 
2. The said regulations shall be pu lished in the “ Gazette,” and on such publica- 

tion shall.be of full force and effect within the said camps; and any person convicted 
.of contravening any such regulation shall be liable to.a fine not excee ing five pounds, 
and in default of payment to imprisonment with or without hard labour for a period 
not exceeding one month. | 

3. The Superintendent of each of the said camps shall be ew officio a Justice of 
the Peace for the district in which such camp is situated, and shall have and enjoy 
and be at liberty to exercise within such camp over and in respect to any person con~- 
travening therein any of the aforesaid regulations the same jurisdiction, power and 
authority as if he were the Resident Magistrate of the District in which such contra- 
vention was committed. 

4. In any proceeding relative to the prosecution of any offence before the Super- 
jntendent of a Burgher Refugee Camp under this Proclamation the form of summons 
to be served shall be as nearly as possible as follows :— 


NorIce. 
To A.B., 
You are hereby commanded to appear before me at 
on the oy of at o'clock, to answer to the charge 
of contravening Regulation No. , in that you did (here state shortly the facts 


constituting the contravention). 
(Signed) C. D., Superintendent. 
Date 


And the form of summons for compelling the attendance of any person to give evidence 
at any such proceeding shall be as nearly as possible as follows :— 


) 


NOTICE. 
ToC. D., 
You are hereby commanded to appear in person before me at 
von the day of next, at o'clock, to testify and declare 


all that you know with respect to a charge against A. B. for contravening (here state 
‘the charge). 

5. The aforesaid notices shall be signed by the Superintendent, and served per- 
sonally on the persons summoned by any person appointed thereto by the said Super- 
intendent. 

6. If any person summoned as aforesaid to appear before the said Superintendent 
fails to do so, the said Superintendent may impose on him a fine for his default not 
exceeding one pound; and for non-payment may commit such person to the gaol of 
the district for a period not exceeding seven days. 

7. ‘The form and manner of procedure and the rules of evidence in all cases heard 
by the Superintendent shall be as near as possible according to the laws and cules 
regulating the practice, form and manner of procedure and rules of evidence in the 

Courts of the Resident Magistrates in this Colony. | 

8. The said Superintendent, acting under this Proclamation, shall have full 
power and authority upon the conviction of any person by and before him, by warrant 
under his hand, to commit such person to the nearest gaol or lock-up, to be there safely 

kept until he shall have undergone the punishment awarded or shall be otherwise 
lawfully discharged. 

9° When and as often as the said Superintendent, in the exercise of his juris- 

diction under this Proclamation, imposes a sentence on any person convicted before 
him exceeding a fine of two pounds or imprisonment for fourteen one he shall forth- 
with forward the evidence taken by him against such person to the egal Adviser to 
the Transvaal Administration, who shall have the power, and he is hereby authorised to 
ee er en power, of confirming, reducing, or quashing such sentence as May appear 
‘to him right. has Ale | , | pitty tty 
10. © (1) It shall be lawful for the Superintendent of any camp to requisition the 
-gervices of any male inmate, and any animals or vehicles the property of any inmate 


ef such. camp, for such work as he may consider necessary to be undertaken for the 
carrying out of this Proclamation and the regulations made thereunder. 
2) The remuneration for such services, animals and vehicles shall be fixed by 
tions. — 
_ (8) Any person refusing to comply with any requisitioning order issued by the- 
Superintendent under this section shall be liable te a fine not exceeding two pounds, 
and in default. of payment to imprisonment with or without hard labour for a period 
not exceeding a fortnight. 


Gop Save. THE Kine. 
Given under my Hand and Seal at Johannesburg this 6th day of January, 1902. 
Miner, fain 
Administrator. 


By Command of His Excellency the Administrator. 


G. V. Finves, 
Secretary to the Transvaal Administration. 


SCHEDULE. 


Whereas by above Proclamation, No. 2 of 1902, by His Excellency the Adminis- 
trator of the Transvaal, it is provided :—That it shall be lawful for the said Adminis- 
trator from time to time to make rules and regulations for the purposes indicated in 
the said Proclamation. 

Now, therefore, be it hereby made known to all the inmates of the Burgher 
Refugee Camps within this Colony that in terms of the provisions of the aforesaid. 
Proclamation, the following rules and regulations have been issued by the said 
Administrator, and shall be of full force and effect within the said Burgher Refugee 
Camps :— 

, The following acts, matters, and things are prohibited : — 


(A) The depositing or throwing of slops, filthy water, urine, excreta, or refuse: 
of any other Gad on the ground or within the precincts of the camp, or 
in any other but the places indicated and set aside for this purpose by the 
Superintendent of the said camp or his subordinates. 

(8) The relieving of nature in any other place or Se than those specially 
set apart and indicated for that purpose, or defiling such places in any 


manner. 

(c) The wilful destruction of any tents, utensils, bedding, clothing, fencing, 
gardens, plantations, or other property belonging to His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment, intended for the use of the inmates of any Camp, or the wilful 
destruction of any property of whatsoever kind belonging to or in the lawful 

ossession of any of the inmates of the Camp. 

(D) Tres assing in the hospitals, wards, or any other place or places intended. 
for the sole use of the Superintendent or other Officials of the Camp. 

(cE) The washing of clothes, soiled linen, cutlery or cooking utensils in any 
other place or places than those indicated and set apart for that purpose 
by the Superintendent or his subordinates. The giving of medicines, 
liquids or solids, or at kind of food to any patient or patients in the 
hospitals or wards, and which patient or patients are under the cha 
and care of the Medical Officer of the Camp, without the previous permis- 
sion of the Medical Officer having been obtained. 


2. It shall be lawful for the Superintendent of the Camp or any other person 
appointed by him to this end, on the certificate of the Medical Officer of such Camp, to 
an the removal of any patient or sick person to the Hospital or other place set apart 
for this purpose within the Camp, and any person receiving any order to effect such 
removal sha'! comply therewith, and anyone within the Camp obstructing any such 
Superintendent, his nominee, or the Medical Officer, in the removal of any such patient 
or sick person to such Hospital or ward shall be deemed to have contravened this 
regulation and shall be liable to the punishments set forth in the aforegoing Proclama-. 
tion. ; 
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3. It is meumbent upon.all inmates of the Camp to report to the Superintendent 
.of the said Camp, or to his nominee, all cases of death, birth or illness within the said 
Camp, and which may come to the knowledge of such person. _ 

4, (a) The remuneration for the services of any male inmate of a Camp under 
section 10 of the Proclamation shall be in the discretion of the Superintendent, but 
-Shall not exceed 2s. 6d. perday. 9 — i mie | 

(B) The following remuneration shall be paid to the owner of any cattle or vehicles 
requisitioned under the aforesaid section of the Proclamation :— | 
(aA) The sum of 1s. per diem per team of 8 or 10 oxen; or, 

1d. per diem for each ox, where less than 8 are requisitioned. 
(8) The sum of 6d. per diem for each horse or mule. ( 
(c) The sum of 3d. per diem for each donkey. . 





Enclosure 2 in No. 66. 
GENERAL SUPERINTENDENT to Minirary Governor, Pretoria. 


(Extract.) 
Burgher Camps Department, New Law Courts, | 
Sir, Pretoria, February 22, 1902. ~ 
Herewiru I have the honour of submitting the reports of the camps for the 
month of January, 1902, for your consideration. 
The main feature to be noted is the general improvement in the health of the 
‘camps, and the fall in the death rate. The total number of deaths in December was 
1,040, whilst in January it was 639. This figure is still high, but the decrease of 401 
must be considered very satisfactory, as the total population of the camps was only 
about 2,000 less in January than it was in December. In the report for the mont 
of November, your attention was drawn to certain considerations which indicated that 
a large decline in the death rate might be anticipated, and it is highly gratifying to 
find these anticipations verified. I may add that the returns for the month of Feb- 
ruary up to the 22nd, show a further decline, which brings the number of deaths to 
very nearly normal, when it is considered that the populations of the camps consist so 
largely of the ages at which the death rate is hichest in all communities. The 
statistics show that measles in epidemic form have disappeared, and although there 
are considerable numbers of cases of enteric fever under treatment, the deaths from 
that cause are not so numerous as it was feared they would be. The measures taken 
‘some months back for the extension of Hospital accommodation have gradually been 
brought into operation, and the general improvement in the conditions of the camps 
has steadily been carried on as fast as circumstances permitted. 
Diet.__The new ration scale, copy of which is hereto attached, was issued during 
the month. This was drawn up after careful inquiry and consideration, by a com- 
mission of medical gentlemen appointed by yourself. The opinions and recommenda- 
tions of all the medical officers in the camps and of the Ladies’ Concentration Camps’ 
Commission, were obtained and submitted to the Commission so te Early 
in December supplies for all camps were ordered from the coast of all articles enume- 
rated in the ration scale. By the end of January these a ani began to come to 
hand, and the new scale was put into operation without delay. It was a work of 
considerable labour, because it involved the taking of a new census of the camps in 
order to make out the new ration tickets according to age. The supply of ve etables 
has been fairly good, but camps situated as Vryburg an Mafeking have been difficult 
to deal with on account of the question of transport. There are no vegetables grown 
nearer than Kimberley, and many kinds will not keep good long enough to warrant 
‘transporting them while the train service is so uncertain. Potatoes, onions and 
kins have been supplied, however, in considerable quantities. ‘Frozen meat 1s 
ed once a week, and captured stock when available is slaughtered ‘to ‘provide 
meat. Tinned meat is only issued when other supplies fail. i 
The various inspectors appointed have visited all the camps, ‘and their reports 
hereto annexed record the iresults of their observations and their recommendations. 
These reports have served a*very useful purpose in, accentuating defects, which have 
‘been promptly removed in. consequence; In advising head office, from an independent 
‘point of view, of matters already under consideration, and in suggesting improvements 
‘after discussion on the spot with the respective Superintendents. ‘It is only ‘fair'to 
-the officials at the camps and at the head office to say that in a large number ‘of 
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instances, the requirements of the camps as detailed by these reports were already 
being dealt with in the ordinary course. | ‘4 

The first contingent of nursing sisters sent from England arrived about the: 
beginning of the year. These ladies were soon assigned to their respective camps,. 
and have given great satisfaction. | | 

The medical officers also arrived and took up their appointments as required.. 
The lady doctors were appointed, one to Mafeking, one to Krugersdorp, and one to 
Irene, and are doing useful work. The men have proved satisfactory on the whole, 
with the ‘eo of Dr. Savage, who had to be recalled from Belfast and returned 
to England. This gentleman proved to be an enthusiastic mischief maker, and lost 
no time in dividing the camp into parties. The admirable self-control of the Super- 
intendent, Senior Medical fficer, and Schoolmaster, alone prevented this self-styled 
reformer from creating a riot. To his qualifications as a physician of considerable 
ability, he added those of a practised mob orator, socialistic reformer, and political 
fire-brand. As he had only been engaged to practise the first-named qualification, 
but persisted in aggressively active exercise of the others, with results disastrous to the- 
tranquillity of the camp, there was no alternative but to terminate his engagement. 

he raid on the Pietersburg Camp by armed Boers belonging to the Guerrilla 
Commando under Beyers, on the night of the 23rd January, resulted in 141 men and 
10 lads absconding. By direction of the Commander-in-Chief, this camp has been in 
consequence broken up and removed to Colenso, in Natal. The move was successfully 
carried out, with the co-operation of the Railway Authorities, who granted every 
facility, and assisted the camp officials in every way possible. 

In order to meet the requirements of the Accounting Department (now under 
Mr. Lance, our Financial Controller), it has become necessary to appoint an expert. 
book-keeper at each camp. Under the system of accounts hitherto acted on, which. 
was inaugurated when the Burgher Camps came under the civil control, only quantita- 
tive accounts and returns were demanded of the camps. The business of the camps 
having grown so largely, and the desirability of keeping the accounts as nearly up to. 
date as circumstances permit being as urgent as ever, it has been decided to call for 
returns from the camps on a basis of money value which necessitates the keeping of’ 
a set of ordinary commercial books. It is considered that this system will enable the 
Accounting Department to keep a better check on camp accounts, and to get statements. 
very much sooner than was possible under the former system. 

During the month the following changes in the management have taken place :— 

Lieutenant Bruce, of the Royal Army Medical Corps, formerly Quartermaster to 
the Imperial Yeomanry Hospital, took over the Superintendency of the Irene Camp. 
His energy, experience of hospital organization at camp sanitation, resourcefulness, . 
and great aptitude for detail as well as business ability have already worked wonders 
in improvements at his camp, and it may confidently be anticipated that he will soon 
bring it to a state of efficiency as nearly perfect as it is possible to. 

Dr. Davies, of the Imperial Yeomanry Hospital, has taken over the duties of 
Senior Medical Officer at this camp, vice Dr. W ffe, resigned on account of illness.. 

Captain R. Johnson, V.C., of the Imperial Light Horse, was appointed to the 
Superintendency of the Camp at Middelburg, which had become vacant by the death 
of the late Mr. Stevens. He ts actively carrying out the policy and good work initiated 
by his predecessors. 

Lieutenant Jonas has taken over the position of Superintendent at Standerton,. 
vice Mr. Wingfield. 

Mr. Burton Tucker having resigned the position of Superintendent to the Camp 
at Vereeniging, Mr. A. H. Bates has been a ae to the vacancy. 

Dr. Herbert Crook, formerly Medical Officer to the Camp at Johannesburg, has: 
been appointed to the post of Senior Medical Officer at Heidelberg, which became 
vacant by the resignation of Dr. Ralston. 

Dr. Campbell Young has been appointed to Mafeking, vice Dr. Morrow, resigned, 
as Senior Medical Officer. 

Of thé unattached officials of the Department, Mr. Tom Andrews has rendered 
the most signal services, in connection with the carrying out of the water scheme 
for Standerton and the planning of the new water supply for Irene. His ceaseless: 
energy and technical skill have brushed aside and overcome obstacles that seemed 
well nigh insurmountable under present conditions, whilst his knowledge and experi- 
ence in management have enabled him to carry out his work on the most economical: 


principles. 
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The Superintendents and staffs, and the officials at head office, have worked hard, 
and with an esprit de corps most gratifying, and I have pleasure in acknowledging their 
devotion and assistance, and commending them to your kind consideration. 


I have, &c., 
W. K. Tucker, 
General Superintendent.. 


To Military Governor, 
Pretoria. 





Enclosure 3 in No. 66. 


Synopsis OF DEATHS IN CAMPS UNDER HEADS OF CAUSES FOR MONTH ENDING |, 
JANUARY 31, 1902. : 





Barberton 01.00 ise) nee PO 1 ‘ 2 2);—1—-|—- 1| — 2 9 
Balmoral ___... as feet et Oe hey ae 9;—|— 5 3); —| 37 84 
Belfast ali Alana To oy mao 1}; — 1 3}; —-|— 5} —|— 5 15 
Heidelberg 2; 3) — 1} — 1};—/| — 1} — 5 13 
Irene ... 2;—|— 5 8; — 1 1} —-| - 2 19’ 
Johannesburg 2;— 2 2 2|;/—|— 1} —| - 4 13 
Klerksdorp ... se es 4; 2 9 7| 21 —| —| 38] —| —| 27 86 
Krugersdorp ... 1 5 1 9; — 5}; —| 14 1} —| 27 63- 
Middelburg ... 9/13} —| —| 14) —| —| 4) —| —| B® 51 
Mafeking 5); —| 2 3} 12 2 2;—|—-| - 9 35° 
Nylstroom. ....  .. «| = 8}; —|—-|-— 3 2 1 1 4) 12 31 
Pietersburg ... oS wie 5 5| — 1 2 4 2 2 1 2 5 29° 
Potchefstroom one | — 6 3 6 3| — 6 2 1j; — 8 35 
Le es eee ak} tes Ge rs eS ee ee 15 65° 
Vereeniging ... = | —| 1 1 2|—!|— 5, —| — a 13 
Volkarust §ss5 cue oe | 4; — 7; 13); —| = 9 1| —]| 22 56 
Vryburg ose)” eet ~ 2; 2)|— 1 2|—|-— 3; — 1 9 20" 
V/d Hoven’s Drift ... oan 1}j—| - 1) —) =| | — | | 2 
—_j| —| —| —| —| Nil 


Meintjes-Kop (newlyformed)}| —| —j| —| —| 7] — 


ote ck} ce BB ROT BLY OS | 12) .15 13 | 56 12/ 7/\211| 639 


W. K. TUCKER, 
General Superintendent. 
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Enclosure 4 in No, 66. 
STATISTICAL RETURN OF INMATES, SICK AND DEATHS IN BURGHER CAMPS, MONTH ENDING 31st JANUARY, 1902. 


Census, 31st January, 1902. Average daily Sick. Total Deaths. 


























Camps and Relief Posts. Per cent. 

Total, Men. Wows, |cnitien,| tot | an | Women. i Total. Men. Women, | Children. 
Barberton ... a" A soa 508 jt ‘sn, | pene 248 606 723 20 3 8 9 : 9 a 5 4 
Balmoral ... ne os ‘oa ~- rae we | 2,008 425 | 1,081 | 1,197 273 38 221 84 10 21 53 
Belfast ... & oe “s ant Sa w | 1,845 245 507 593 61 25 28 15 e 4 11 
Heidelberg va 7 ts = ae oe | 2,247 484 800 963 37 10 22 13 2 ; il 
Irene oe ar a a sits hes .. | 4,067 935 | 1,487] 1,645 309 102 156 19 1 10 8 
Johannesburg... A. dite aoe eu coe | 1 agOOe 502 939 | 1,116 31 10 15 13 3 3 7 
Klerksdorp isk ar oe bas ae sae | S909 511 | 1,626] 1,842 78 25 46 86 f 23 59 
Krugersdorp =... ove woe ges tet 4,629 991 | 1,770 % 1,868 170 24 134 63 7 10 46 
Middelburg ie sae es ies en we 5,058 | 1,026} 1,962 | 2,070 74 31 33 51 3 17 31 
Mafeking ... ‘aa ah - cs as ws | 4,012 787 | 1,767 | 1,758 92 32 49 35 1 11 23 
Nylstroom... =e ban ane as os «| 1,650 291 650 709 79 23 46 31 1 9 21 
Pietersburg vis iis ase ae “ot we | 2,883 561 | 1,097 | 1,225 230 87 97 29 3 7 19 
Potchefstroom... td - ane ie ww» | 7,126) 1129] 2,675 | 3,322 101 28 65 35 2 5 28 
Standerton die Ax one — Be .. | 3,454 628 | 1,388 | 1,488 268 125 103 65 7 10 48 
Vereeniging ars Ke fs ae ote oe 937 167 339 431 55 25 24 13 2 4 7 
Volksrust ... sek a, “me ue aa tes |) DLS 685 | 2,322 | 2,166 409 178 155 56 4 15 37 
Vryburg ... des 5a een eK eR sme}, 2,000 282 650 668] ° 43 18 21 20 1 5 14 
V/d Hoven’s Drift ae eva a ees be ’ enh 194 eee 12 2 10 2 “ 2 

Lydenburg Military Post sas — a Par 93 “as 21 7 - 

Pretoria Relief... * ee ne as sa 1,222 102 430 690 ; , ‘i 

* Johannesburg Relief .. 9 + See "he | 93,299 283 | 1,156 | 1,860 = 

Vryheid Military Post «. = + mS ea ea 161 11 87 63 ws ; 

Meintjes-kop —s «»s oes “we ois cae soe 79 11 31 37t are es 

TOTAL ... re wal sas ae ... | 60,151 | 10,304 | 23,391 | 26,456 | 2,330 789 | 1,224 639 51 159 429 
* Camp broken up. + Relief and Military Posts. No sickness and death recerds kept by this Department. t Newly formed. 


W. K. TUCKER, 
General Superintendent. 
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% PROGRESSIVE CHNSUS ON THE LAST DAY OF EAC 
3 





May, 1901. June, 1901. 
Camps. 
Barberton... a 576), — 870 3 
Balmoral... —« _- _ _ - 
Belfast ... = «+ -- _ 823 3 
Heidelberg 1,434 17 | 1,579 ll 
Irene 4,319 70 | 4,716 131 
Johannesburg 3,379 80 | 3,428 41 
Klerksdorp 1,963 8 | 2,560 15 
Krugersdorp 1,531 — | 2,602 8 
Middelburg 7,271 30 | 7,425 166 
Mafeking ... 1,046 5 | 1,842 3 
Nylstroom asd — — | 1,087 8 
Pietersburg 2,301 7 | 3,145 54 
Potchefstroom 6,149 44 | 6,065 235 
Standerton 2,983 34 | 3,154 32 
Vereeniging... 811 5 806 6 
Volksrust... 4,810 35 | 5,324 34 
Vryburg ... sus = _ ow — 
V.D. Hoven’s Drift —_ _ _ _ 
Total . 138,573 | 335 | 45,426 750 
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H MONTH AND DEATH RETURN 


July, 1901. 


Census. | Deaths. 





Enclosure 5 in No. 66. 
EXCLUDING OUTSIDE RELIEF AND MILITARY Posts. 


August, 1901, September, 1901. 





Census. | Deaths. | Census. | Deaths. 


17 | 1,938 
— | 1,660 
13 | 1,407 
18 | 2,222 
147 | 4,655 
38 | 3,505 
38 | 4,588 
12 | 4,853 
404 | 6,523 
9 | 4,676 
36 | 1,475 
113 | 3,713 
133 | 7,355 
36 | 3,297 
4| 976 
49 | 5,271 





75 
16 
25 
81 
57 
82 


1,928 
2,262 
1,566 
2,241 
4,277 
3,175 
4,512 
5,299 
6,208 
5,245 
1,851 
3,612 
7,598 
3,049 
970 
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31 


















184 
64 
30 

50 





























1,067 | 58,114 





Census, | Deaths. 








FOR BACH MONTH IN ALL Camps, TRANSVAAL BURGHER CAMPS DEPARTMENT, 


October, 1901. November, 1901. | December, 1901. | January, 1902, | Census 





Census. | Deaths. | Census. | Deaths. | Census. | Deaths. |Average 





1,720 
2,488 
1,374 
2,913 
4,027 
2,821 
3,889 
5,385 
5,223 
4,496 
1,618 
3,583 
7,241 
3,092 

925 
5,286 
1,191 

305 
56,883 


10 
90 
31 


194 
178 
208 
231 
91 
46 
74 
82 
6 
60 
51 
8 
1,521 





1,631 
2,685 
1,376 
2,212 
4,116 
2,797 
4,073 
5,345 
5,113 
4,373 
1,731 
3,170 
7,117 
3,355 

950 
5,239 
1,266 

212 


56,821 | 1,040 | 55,299 


7 | 1,577 
75 | 2,703 
41 | 1,345 
37 | 2,247 
39 | 4,067 
98 | 2,557 
159 | 3,979 
105 | 4,629 
115 | 5,058 
90 | 4,312 
55 | 1,650 
64 | 2,883 
70 | 7,128 
64 | 3,454 
15 | 987 
45 | 5,173 
24 | 1,600 





639 | 53,513 


W. K. TUCKER, 
General Superintendent. 
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Enclosure 6 in No. 66. 


Return of Total Births in Camps to 31st January, 1902. 


Barberton 61 
Balmoral 56 
Belfast ten 36 
Heidelberg 63 z 
Trene z 141 f 
Johannesburg 96 
Klerksdorp 91 
Krugersdorp 48 
iMiddatbneg 217 
Mafeking 86 
Nylstroom 75 
Pietersburg 100 
Potchefstroom 50 
es ea ‘a 
ereenigin 2 
Volkarnst ~ 101 
Vrybur a we 9 
V. D. Hoven’s Drift . 2 
Total 1,350 
W: K. Tucker, 





Enclosure 7 in No. 66. 


General Superintendent. 


Return of Total Prisoners of War received from Ladysmith and Greenpoint 


Camps in Burgher Camps. 


Barberton 
Balmoral 
Belfast re 
Heidelberg ... 
Irene yh 
Johannesburg 
Klerksdorp 
Krugersdorp 
Midteibais 
Mafeking 
Nylstroom 
Pietersburg ... 
Potchefstroom 
Standerton 
Vereeniging 
Volksrust 
Vryburg 


Total 


118 
119 


1,218 


-_—-oo 


W. K. Tucxer, 
General Superintendent: 
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Enclosure 8 in No. 66. 


RETURN OF ABSCONDERS TO 18th FEBRUARY, 1902, 


















Camps. | Total, | Men. | Women. | Children. 
a, OL ORL ee a aEESEaEtie7 RAAT Sa 
Barberton sal? Tad. SCpae ste uss — — — _— 
Balmoral oha ‘a oe oat 2 2 _— i 
Belfast ... rs * ise ae 10 10 _ | oats 
Heidelberg inate SL eS cee 13 13 _ — 
Irene... a3 set 1 aut 21 21 — _— 
Johannesburg “3 oe a is 2 13 13 _ _ 
Klerksdorp =.» as if ass St 30 24 ~B0 
Krugersdorp... ba ay PTE 2 2 — _ 
Middelburg. ... ast pie oe 21 21 a — 
“Mafeking sia gee a eh he 57 27 12 18 
Nylstroom i a ao ene ay + — — 
Pietersburg... me “38 we 165 165 — _— 
Potchefstroom ... ‘ive vse lee 10 7 3 — 
Standerton ... ‘we ral ive 8 5 3 — 
Vereeniging... — vee “ = — _— _— 
Volksrust _ — 
Vryburg _— — 
At Elandsfontein Station en route to 1 — 

Natal. 
Total 43 48 


W. K. TUCKER, 


‘ General Superintendent. 
18th February, 1902. 





Enclosure 9 in No. 66. 


New Ration Scale. | 


‘The SuPERINTENDENT, New Law Courts, Pretoria, January 13, 1902. 
Tue dietary for the inmates of the camp under your charge has been revised 
a the recommendations of the Ladies’ Commission and the reports of the Medical 
cers. , 

Rations-—As soon as the necessary supplies arrive, you will give effect to the 
ration scales as herein laid down, but until their arrival you are authorised to do what 
lies in your power with the stores in hand to, as far as possible, augment the present 
ations to the revised scale. 

Staff —It will possibly be necessary for you to increase the Staff in your Ration 
Department to meet this extra work. 


Vegetables—As regards the supp'y of fresh vegetables, every Camp should be in a 

position to supply from the Burgher Gardens. Those camps that have no ground avail- 
able must arrange to purchase locally or indent for their supply to the Head Office; 
Pretoria. Fresh vegetables whenever procurable will be issued to all over 5 years at 
the rate of 8 ozs., three times a week or in lieu thereof 2 ozs. of Lime Juice three times 
-a week with one additional oz. of sugar for each 2 ozs. of Lime Juice. 


(Circular. No. 107.) 
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Flour—The Bread, Flour, or Boer Meal ration should be varied as much as 
ssible, Steps must be taken to prevent any large accumulation in any one person’s or 
amily’s hands. Orders to this effect have already been given. 


Syrwp—Supplies of Syrup will be sent to each camp, and will be issued as 
directed. 
_ Fuel.—Fuel ration cannot be fixed owing to uncertainty of supply, but should be 
liberal. The maximum fuel ration for a family will be 100 lbs. per week. 


Meat—When meat is very lean, 1 Ib. of lard may be substituted for an equal 
quantity of meat. 


Bread—It is very desirable that the bread stuff ration should, if possible, be 
issued in the form of bread. Superintendents must endeavour to or anise Public 
Bakeries with competent persons in charge; this will economise both fuel and flour. _ 
It is 2 yea that some people are either unwilling or incompetent to bake whole- 
some bread. 


The Camp a Kitchens.—These should be organised under the directions of the 
Camp Matron and her Assistants. The Superintendent will be res nsible that the 
Soup Kitchens are supplied with adequate meat, vegetables, and salt for the purpose of 
making Soup. Two lbs. of meat per week for all children under 5 may be drawn for 
this purpose. The Camp Matron will be responsible that all children under 5 years 
have a daily and ae allowance of Soup issued to them. 

The issue of Medical Comforts and Stimulants remains as heretofore, in the hands 
of the Medical Officer, and he is further authorised to order a suitable diet for all con- 
valescents. 

The Military Governor is aware that these scales are somewhat complicated, and 
that it will entail much extra work and attention on the part of the Staff of the camp, 
but he trusts that as heretofore all will do their utmost to ensure that the work 1s: 
smoothly and efficiently carried out. 





REVISED RATION SCALE. 


Weekly. 
For children under 2 years— 
Milk, 14 quarts (2 bottles per diem). 
Flour, Boer Meal, or Oatmeal, 2} lbs. 
Sugar, 6 023. 
Syrup, 6 ozs. 
Butter, 4 ozs. 
Salt, 2 ozs. 
Soap, 8 ozs. 
Soup and vegetables, as supplied by Camp Matron. 





For children over 2 years and under 5 years— 
Milk, 14 quarts (2 bottles per diem). 
Syrup, 6 ozs. 
Flour, Boer Meal, or Oatmeal, 3} lbs. 
Sugar, 6 023. 
Butter, 4 02s. 
Salt, 2 ozs. 
Soap, 8 ozs. 
Meat and Soup, 2 lbs. 


For children over 5 and under 12 years— 
Milk, 7 quarts (1 bottle per diem). : } | 
Flour, Boer Meal, or Oatmeal, 5 Ibs. , , 
Sugar, 6 ozs. 
Syrup, 6 ozs. 
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Rice, Beans, or Samp, 8 ozs. 

Salt, 4 ozs. 

Butter, 4 029. 

Coffee, 4 ozs. ; 
Meat, 3 lbs. 
Soap, 8 ozs. 

Vegetables, 24 ozs. 


Adults— 


Flour or Boer Meal, 7 lbs. 
Sugar, 12 ozs. | 
Coffee, 7 ozs. | i 
Meat, 4 lbs. 
Salt, 4 ozs. 
Milk, 1 tin. 
Soap, 8 ozs. 
Samp, Rice, or Beans, 1 Ib. 
Vegetables, 24 ozs. 
W: K. Tucker, 
General Superintendent. 





(Circular, No. 111.) 


Burgher Camps Department, New Law Courts, 
Pretoria, January 28, 1902. 


MeEmoRANDUM re Salaries of Medical and Nursing Stafts. 


In confirmation of circular wires, Nos. 2932, of the 8th January, and 3011, of the 
14th January, the following memorandum is issued for the guidance of Superin- 
tendents :— 

From the 1st January, 1902, the following salaries will be paid to the Medical 
and Nursing Staffs :— 

Senior Medical Officers, £600 a year. 
Assistant Medical Officers, £500 a year. 
Senior cite mate £20 a month. 
Assistant Dispensers, 10s. a day. 

Hospital and Camp Matrons, £15 a month. 
Certificated Nurses, £12 a month. 
Uncertificated Nurses, £7 10s. a month. 


After three months’ service the salaries of Uncertificated Nurses 
may be increased to £10 a month if they prove efficient. 
Relief Matrons, £10 a month. 
Relief Matrons’ Assistants, £6 a month. 
Refugee Probationers, 1s. 6d. to 2s. 6d. a day. 


These appointments carry with them tent accommodation and Staff Rations. 

Hospital and Camp Matzons, Certificated and Uncertificated Nurses, are anted 
a uniform allowance of £10 4s. a year, payable in monthly instalments of 17s. It must, 
however, be clearly understood that when the uniform is supplied the allowance is 
not to be paid. 

Relief Matrons and their Assistants, and all Refugee Probationers, are to be 
supplied with a uniform at the cost of the Department, but no allowance can be granted 
in lieu of uniform. See amendment to circular No. 66, and paragraphs 8 and 25 of 
circular No. 87. 

The laundry work of the Matrons and their Assistants, including the Probationers, 
is to be performed at the expense of the Department. 


W. K. Tucker, 
General Superintendent. 
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Enclosure 10 in No. 66. 
INsPEcToR oF BuRGHER Camps to MmITARY GOVERNOR, Pretoria. 


Report by Major W. AnstruTHER Tuomson, R.H.G. 


Pretoria, January 30, 1902. 

I wave the honour to report that I have visited and taken over two Refugee 
Camps in the Johannesburg area. Captain Bentinck has reported on each camp, and 
while endorsing his statements, I would add a short summary of the principal points. 
which have come to my notice. 

Vereeniging (Superintendent Bates). 

he new water supply is working satisfactorily. Six new E. P. tents are badly 
wanted for the hospital. 

The Staff was in a state of transition, the new Secretary not having yet arrived, 
so that we did not see this camp at its best; but the children appear to be healthy and 
happy, and a friendly spirit pervades the camp. 

Zrene (Superintendent Lieutenant Bruce). : 

Lieutenant Bruce is working wonders here, and as soon as part of the tents have 
been erected upon the hill it should be a model camp. More fortunate than elsewhere, 
the Staff have succeeded in obtaining many articles they required from the Yeomanry 
Hospital, but they were still crying out for tents, lime, brushes, and brooms. It would 
be well if such simple requirements could be supplied without delay, for delay blunts. 
the energy of the applicants. New brooms have been badly wanted at Irene. 

The new water supply, which I note is now in working order, should be a great. 
success, 

Johannesburg (Superintendent Noble). 

Superintendent Noble strikes me as a man of high ability. It is a pity that his: 
multifarious duties prevent his living at the camp. 

The tin houses that I understand have been condemned are still being used, the 
flooring is about two feet above the ground, and this space is used as a dumping ground. 
of rubbish and oy The sooner these buildings are evacuated the better—it is not 
right to let people live in them as they are. 

The incinerator is too near the hospital, but with this exception the hospital is the. 
best I have seen. 

It costs £1 10s. to visit this camp in a cab. I respectfully request authority to 
apply for a horse while in Johannesburg. 

Heidelberg (Superintendent Allison). 

More tents required and wood for kartels. 

The shifting of N o. 1 Camp is nearly completed. 

This camp should then show a marked improvement. 

The school accommodation is very bad. | 

The Superintendent has just had one of his two horses commandeered. As these 
horses were used for the public service I recommend that his horse be restored to him. 

Volksrust (Superintendent King). 

The condition of this camp is not satisfactory. Tubs and refuse heaps showed a 
neglect of sanitary care and supervision which must be .rectified at once. 

I believe this Superintendent tobe a good man, but he certainly requires waking 
up as regards sanitation. ey ; 

He is handicapped for want of transport and his camp is overcrowded. 5,300 in 
this camp is far too many. 

Ninety-four cases of enteric where the water is pronounced excellent tells its own 
story, but it is only fair to add that this town is filthy and full of enteric too. 

If a good non-commissioned officer were appointed Sanitary Inspector of this 
camp things would mend. And if, besides this, five hundred to a thousand burchers 
were shifted from this camp, and the transport applied for and su plied, there should 
be no more trouble. The gardens are the feature of this camp. ey are excellent. 


Standerton (Superintendent Lieutenant Jonas). 

Having heard this camp roundly abused, I was prepared for the worst, but I have 
no hesitation in predicting that under Lieutenant Jonas and Mr. Symington, the 
Assistant Superintendent, this camp will become a model one. 

The tents are being gradually shifted up the hill, and what appears to be a pure 
and abundant water supply has been found about a mile off, from springs in a hill: 
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Mr. Duncan, the Superintendent, is the right man in the right place; and I con- 
sider that both he and his staff deserve the greatest credit for the excellent work that 
they have done. 

The prevalence of rinderpest prevents the issue of fresh meat. The sooner frozen 
meat can be supplied from the Coast the better (local Cold Storage are drawing their 
meat supplies from infected stock). This, and the next two months, are the most un- 
healthy; but so far the health of the camp continues to improve. Should it de- 
teriorate the refugees might be temporarily shifted, and the camp here resumed at the 
end of March, but as things stand no change is necessary. 

An Ice Machine is required for the hospital. 


I have, &c., 


W. ANSTRUTHER THOMSON. 
To the Military Governor, 


Pretoria. 


P.S.—I learn that an additional doctor has been ordered to Nylstroom. As things 
stand at present he will have nothing to do. 


Clerk Gibson is anxious for a fortnight’s leave to get married at Port Elizabeth. 
I think this might well be granted. 


Enclosure 11 in No. 66. 
ProrposeD New Camp, BELFAst. 
Report by Major M. B. G. Jackson, R.A. 


Belfast, January 10, 1902. 
Present Camp.—The Burgher Camp at this station is divided into three sections at 
short distances apart, running roughly through the village from East to West, No. 1, 
section being at the East, No. 3, at the West. 
No. 1 section is considered by the Medical Officer to be on a bad site. None of the 
three sections are in any way enclosed; the latrines, refuse bins, &c., are placed irregu- 
larly, and in consequence the camp is difficult to keep clean. Hence the recommenda- 


tion in my report of the 6th inst., that this camp should be brought into one enclosure 
on a fresh site. 


Defence—A difficulty at once presents itself from the fact that the protection of 
the camp depends on block-houses, which were specially built for that purpose, there- 
fore, limiting the ground to be selected from; within this area there is only to be 
found one piece of ground to meet the requirements laid down, but unfortunately a close 
examination of the ground disclosed the presence of a large quantity of surface iron- 


stone, which would prevent the pitching of a camp with any regularity, besides being a 
source of danger during thunderstorms. 


Site on Veldt—It was, therefore, necessary to search for a site without the 
defences; a suitable one would appear to be on the open veldt, to the south of the 
railway about opposite to 255 Kilometer mark of the railway, west of the station about 
$ of a mile. The question of water would have to be determined by an expert. 

There is, perhaps, a more suitable site due south of the station, but I understand 


this has been the usual camping ground for columns; there are two columns there at 
the present moment. 


Advantages of Present Site——There are certain advantages connected with the 
present position of the camp, which should not be lost sight of; it is in a fairl 
sheltered position, whereas any site on the veldt (6,500 feet high) would be very mu 
exposed to the bitter cold of the winter; the hospital, schools, offices, quarters for the 


camp and hospital staff, &c., are all in substantially built houses, the loss of which 
would be greatly felt. 


Expense of New Site—The expense of establishing a new camp on the open veldt 
would be very great, nearly as much for the requirements of the present population as 
it would be for double or treble the numbers. "There will also be the expense of erect- 
ing fresh defences. It will take several weeks before it is in working order. 
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Present Position Appears Best—I am, therefore, of opinion that it is more 
advisable to improve the present site. No. 1 section can be shifted without much 
difficulty. Nos. 2 and 3 quite meet with the Medical Officer’s approval. All sections 
to be enclosed; latrines, &c., to be laid out with regularity ; more water to be laid on 
and bath-houses constructed, &c., &c. Of course these remarks are based on the 
supposition that the present population (about 1,350) be not materially increased. 


Qr.-Master Bruce’s Proposals —I would add that in considering the question of 
a new camp I have kept in view the report of Qr.-Mr. Bruce on the Irene Camp. 
consider the distance he proposes between tents pole to pole—15} yards—is exces- 
sive—12 yards appears to be ample—also 66 yards roadway between sections 1s very 
great; nor do I see the*necessity—when it is remembered that the greater portion of 
the population are children—to decrease the maximum per tent from 5 to 4 persons; 
any camp pitched on his measurements will cover a vast area. 


M. B. G. JACKSON, 
Major, 
Royal Artillery. 





From Major M. B. G. Jackson, R.G.A., to the Mirrrary Governor, Pretoria. 
Inspection of Pietersburg and Nylstroom. 


Sir, Pretoria, January 26, 1902. 
I HAvE the honour to report as under on my recent visit to the Burgher Camps 
on the Northern line. 

I visited the Pietersburg Camp on the 22nd, 23rd, 24th, and 25th instant. I 
remained there longer than I had intended owing to the necessity of fully enquiring 
into the circumstances of the Boer raid on the camp on the 28rd instant—a report on 
which I have already forwarded to you—and the fact that no train left Pietersburg 
between the 23rd and the 25th. 

As it has been decided to move the whole camp to Natal, I am not reporting at 
any length; I found everything in excellent order and all the staff working in harmony. 
They should, however, be at once increased by one doctor, one hospital nurse and one 
assistant storekeeper—especially in view of the large amount of work that will be 
entailed by the contemplated move. 

There were twenty-five patients in hospital, of which four were enteric. The 
school staff is not (/) satisfactory. 

I considered it necessary to have removed certain tents and other erections 
between the camp fence and the river, and also to have the whole coloured Burgher 
Camp shifted back as the fire of the blockhouses was somewhat screened; both the 
fence and the blockhouses had been erected subsequent to the pitching of the camp. 
A considerable strain, both mental and physical, has been placed on the staff by 
the events of the last week—Boer raid on camp 23rd, attack on town on 24th, and 
false report of another raid on camp on 25th—which they have all met with cheerful- 
ness; the Superintendent has had an especially trying time, a number of the burghers 
employed about the camp were amongst the absconders on the 23rd, so that for a time 
the various camp services were for a time disorganised, but the energy and resource 
of the Superintendent soon set matters to rights, and when I left everything was work- 
ing much the same as usual. 

I visited the Nylstroom Camp on the 22nd, and again on the 25th instant, and 
found all in good order; the only complaint was from the hospital staff that they could 
not find work enough to do. ‘This is not surprising, as there are two Medical Officers. 
one Matron and five Nurses, with only fourteen patients in hospital, and some of these 
convalescent. Pietersburg, with nearly double the population, has only half the 
hospital staff. 

There is hospital equipment for sixty beds. | 

The camp is at present unenclosed, but I instructed the Superintendent to see to 
this at once. 


12179 02 
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Enclosure 12 in No. 66. 
Burgher Camp, Standerton, December __, 1901. 
Standerton Camp. Report by Captain Bentinck, Inspector, Burgher Camps. 


A. This camp was situated on a fairly level piece of ground, the lowest in all the 
surrounding district just above the Vaal, and well below the lowest house in Stan- 
derton; altogether the most insanitary spot procurable, inasmuch as all refuse, car- 
cases of animals, had to be deposited above it, and drained into a donga which went 
right through the camp. The camp was shifted about a month ago higher up the hill, 
except about 30 tents and the camp buildings and sod-huts, and the hospital put at the 
top of the hill. . The site of these 30 tents, the camp buildings, sod-huts, and the lower 
part of the new camp has been condemned as insanitary by Mr. Curry and myself, and 
new ground high up and well above the present camp has been selected, pegged off, 
and the moment the barbed wire fence is completed, all families able to be moved from 
the lower ground will be placed up the hill, the camp will then occupy, what should 
be a perfectly sanitary site, and if kept clean, and sanitary matters as heretofore noted 
most strictly attended to, the inmates should ‘be living under far better conditions than 
any inhabitants in the town, which is dirty, untidy, and uncared for. 

The tents are re 20 yards apart, the “Sheets” are wide, and the ground, so 
far, clean, except where noted later, and the water will be got from a point above where 
the town supply comes. 


B. Herewith copy of orders I gave the Superintendent, Mr. Winfield, to be 
carried out forthwith :— 

1. Barb-wire in new area as marked out yesterday, commencing with part just 
below the hospital. 

2. As early as possible move all persons south of donga on to new area thus 
obtained, except sick persons, who should go to hospital as soon as fit to move, and 
tents arrive. 

3. Move up to new area all the tents between the donga and line going through 
the camp as marked out yesterday. 

4. Clear away all rubbish Fiddi immediately—rubbish to be removed to indi- 
cated spot daily in future—also slops. ; 

5. “Pail” system to be started forthwith, and pails put with latrines at present 
without any. ! 

6. Schools to be moved up as soon as possible, also offices and stores. 

7. Inall sanitary matters the Medical Officer must be consulted. 


W. BENTINCK. 
Standerton, December 15, 1901. 


C. Re Ladies’ Commission Report. Dated November mis bs coh numbers 
in camp were, on December 13, men, 589, women, 1,220, children, 1,283. One 
hundred and fourteen (I have not got separate numbers) were brought in by a column 
on the 13th, another 100 or so on the 14th, and about 70 on the 15th, more expected 
on the 16th. This will bring the total up to nearly 3,500. I wired urgently to 
“ Refugee,” Pretoria, for more tents—there are none in store here and the over-crowd- 
ing is getting most serious. No tents have arrived up to December 15th, mid-day. I 
0 avert the Superintendent to use the School marquees if any more people were brought 
in—those being absolutely the only available shelters. 

I most thoroughly agree with the Ladies’ opinion regarding the Donga. The 
Donga itself and immediate surroundings are a disgrace to any place under British 
management, and I cannot comprehend why the Medical Officer did not insist on the 
Superintendent having things put right; the lack of transport may be urged as an ex- 
cuse. It is to some small extent an excuse, but does not, in my opinion, exculpate 
either party. 

C. 1. Water Supply.—tThe “ Tiny Spring,” near an adjacent farmhouse, is so 
insignificant that the expert opinion is that it is unworkable. There is certainly water 
somewhere in the hill above it, but it will take probably some time to find, and con- 
siderable time to get it in sufficient quantities for a camp with 3,500 souls. 

Piping has arrived, a pump has been ordered, a large filter been wired about, and — 
tanks have actually come to supply the camp with water from the River from a spet 
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100 yards up stream of the point from where the town water supply is obtained. This 
piping will pass over the hill where the supposed springs are, which will be searched 
for should the River water not prove satisfactory, but at present Mr. Curry and I both 
think that it is safer to get the water from the River which we know is plentiful, than 
to waste time (possibly) by hunting for springs in the hillside which may not afford 
sufficient. It will be simple in the event of the springs being used eventually, to use the 
River piping without having to shift it at all. 


Drinking Water Boilers—These are now heated daily, and the piece of rag has. 
been replaced by wire. The outlet pipe was bent up in accordance with orders from the 
Head Office, Burgher Camps, and rightly, so we consider, as the water is not clean, and 
the sediment is thus allowed to settle at the bottom of the tank, from which it can be 
removed instead of being drawn off with the water issued to late comers. 

It is well known that Boers dislike boiled drinking water. They say it tastes 
peculiar for one thing, and they will not take the trouble to get it from the tanks. No 
amount of orders can enforce their drinking only boiled water, as long as other water 
is obtainable, which is brought up by the women who go down to wash clothes, and who 
say they are bringing it up into camp to wash their tables and plates. 

At any rate when the present water scheme is completed, the camp will get the 
same or better water than is drunk by all the inhabitants of the town, she troops and 
the military hospital, and have the additional advantage of being filtered and boiled. 


Bath-Houses.—These will be provided when tents are available, and other and 
more important items have been carried through. 


C.2. Washing Places——The objectionable donga will in a couple of days’ time be 
permanently and effectively wired off from the camp, and it will be absolutely im- 
possible for anyone to get within 70 yards of it. The River, with its rapid flow of 
water, appears to be an excellent washing place, until proper washing tables can be 
provided. 

C. 3. Sanitation.—I confess this is absolutely disgraceful, and only excusable in 
a very minor degree on account of lack of transport. The latrines are abominably 
filthy, very numerous and all over the place. Pits are used instead of buckets, and are 
fouling the ground much. 

I understand the Superintendent spoke to the Medical Officer ee the pit 
system, and getting no “ change ” out of him, reported it to Pretoria. The reply was 
as long as the Medical Officer did not object pits were to be continued. Mr. C 
and I both consider “ pails” the only sound system, and I ordered that to be imme- 
diately adopted, which the Medical Officer now concurs in. The ragged canvas screens 
still exist; they afford no privacy whatever, are still more ragged and are filthy; the 
trenches also; and the smell therefrom disgusting. We ordered an immediate and 
large supply of disinfectants to be spread all about. We found a new and very roomy 
latrine with seats and no buckets nor pits, which had been used recently, within two 
yards of the bedstead of a family in the wagon laager. There were dozens of pails 
in the store, which we ordered to be distributed forthwith. I desire to be pemeotly 
fair regarding above somewhat scathing opinions, and so say, that a contract has been 
made with a firm at Germiston to supply night-soil buckets at 5s. (five shillings) each, 
but for some reason the contractor had not yet started work. I think the charge 
most exorbitant, but that is the sum paid by townspeople. Were another sanitary 
cart to be provided, I see no reason why a native cannot be found to do the job for £10 
a month (instead of £75.(about) as it will be under this contract), and get the work 
really efficiently done. I told the Superintendent to report whether the contractor 
commenced work to-day, and if not, to consider whether temporarily the one sanitary 
cart could be utilised and work done by a native contractor. 


Rubbish Disposal.—This remains the same as when the Ladies visited the camp. 
There are many rubbish heaps, generally near latrines—they all smell badly and accu- 
mulate millions of flies. We condemn them most strongly, and have ordered (vide 
B. (4) above) all to be forthwith removed, burned when possible, and buried on the 
lowest ground with plenty of lime. ' 

T found numbers of sanitary buckets used as slop pails, full up with slops of all 
sorts, and often with excreta; these were just outside tents of inmates of the camp, 
who on closely cross-questioning in absolutely different portions of the camp, stated 
the buckets had not been emptied since “Sunday over eight days,” i.e., 12 (twelve) 
days previously. I ordered all the pails to be-emptied by 9 a.m. the next day, or else 
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Mr. Van der Nest, a burgher, whose duty it was to see to this, at 7s. 6d. (seven shillings 
and sixpence) per diem, would be forthwith discharged. The contents were to be 
taken to a spot pointed out by Mr. ‘Curry. I discovered that Mr. Van der Nest com- 
menced operations next day at 8 a.m., emptied about half into a rubbish heap in camp 
and rest at Mr. Curry’s place, and ended at 3 p.m. I trust, therefore, that he will be 
cut his pay from 2nd December until 13th, and only get paid for 1st and 14th, two 
days, at 7s. 6d. I might add that the Superintendent’s Sanitary Overseer was sick, 
but, of course, someone else should have been detailed for the duty. A wire to the 
General Superintendent on the subject, and the reply thereto, authorised him to engage 
another man, which I trust he has now done. I wrote about one when -the reply 
came. The former Sani Overseer was not considered an efficient man iby the 
Superintendent. Mr. Van der Nest is, of course, discharged for inefficiency and negli- 
gence. The donga will shortly be made into a proper open drain, and so prevent water 
Stagnating in it. 

The Kraal was dirty. No dead oxen, however. There has been much rinderpest 
and many deaths, and the difficulties in keeping cattle are great. 


Housing.—The sod-houses are not considered sanitary. The marquees for 
families will be replaced by bell tents when such arrive, and marquees used at the 
hospital. I do not see how it is possible to have flaps put up while there is so much 
sickness in camp, but directly it is possible to move all the sick into hospital (when 
marquees come) the tent flaps of the healthy people will be raised daily, and the tents 
where sick people have been will be struck and families moved to new ground 
higher up. 

C. 4. Rations.—I cannot praise this system enough, and earnestly request per- 
mission to send storekeepers of Volksrust, Irene, Johannesburg Camps to Standerton 
to see the system worked on Monday next. Mr. Mitchell’s store is thoroughly clean, 
well provided in case of emergency, and he deserves every possible credit for it. He 
has also managed, with the help of the Superintendent, to give one issue of fresh meat 
weekly up till now to the whole camp, the other being corned beef. As I wired to 
you, very large quantities of stock have recently been brought in by columns. I trust 
authority will be obtained for some of this to be obtained from the Military and used 
while it is in the excellent condition it is now in. 


Fresh Vegetables are badly needed. 


Milk.—The General allows 36 bottles fresh milk daily for the hospital free. 
Children in camp under five years get two bottles of milk (“ Ideal” and “Sledge” 
brand) mixed in proportion of two “ Ideal” to one “Sledge” brand, daily on recom- 
mendation of Medical Officer. The water is always boiled. Anyone producing a 
dirty bottle or vessel to take the milk away in, is sent away to get it clean. I ques- 
tioned people in camp about their rations. A few said the fresh meat was very thin 
(14 cer ins bone, issued as a ration), and many mentioned particularly they disliked 
corned beef. 


C. 5. Baking—tIn private ovens. Public ones are going to be provided, the 
doors for which have come. 


C. 6. Fuel Ration—A few grumbled, but the amount seems sufficient, 7.e., 
20 lbs. coal and 10 lbs. wood a head weekly. 


C. 7. Slaughter Poles—These are being changed as regards site, but the meat 
will be taken up to the new storehouse directly it is killed, and stored in an airy spot 
till issued. ‘The present poles and surroundings were clean. 


C.8. Beds and Bedding —tThe Superintendent got a quantity of wood for kartel; 
~—there are plenty of hides—so if any families have no kartels they have themselves to 
blame only. Most people were provided with them except those recently arrived. No 
lack of blankets. 


C. 9. Clothing.—Arrangements and supply satisfactory. 


_ ©. 10. Poyntons’ Store—Well supplied. I cautioned them against selling or 
distributing any Dutch medicines. 


C.11. Hospital—Situated on top of a hill—ground clean all round, except one 
rubbish heap—and the inside of an old fort, which is being used as a latrine and has 
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Quantity of Hospital furniture, &c., as per list forwarded you by Super- 

intendent to-day. ate - nf i OPeceon, e P 
Twenty-four more Mules or Donkeys, or any transport whatever, as the 

| aiitary require back their transport now. bee Mal 

Fresh Vegetables. | : 
Fresh Meat (plenty available in Standerton with Military).. 
Hospital Wash-house. 


The positions of Medical Officer and Superintendent are not understood by either 

. I took it on myself to say to each of them, that all the sanitary questions were 
in the hands of the Medical Officer, primarily (being an expert), and that the Superin- 
tendent must carry out his recommendations. Should sue not be done, the Medical 
Officer was to inform the General Superintendent, Pretoria, direct. The Medical 
Officer should {iartiace most strictly and minutely all sanitary affairs, and if this is 
done daily, and t oroughly, the present state of affairs would never have existed. I 
regret to think that neither the Medical Officer nor Superintendent have realised at 
all the appalling condition of latrines, rubbish-heaps, and slop buckets, also the donga 
ito whic the Water Inspector, Mr. Andrew, saw numbers of men, women and boys 
committing nuisances at 4 a.m., and emptying slops. I hope they do so now, as I 
confess I spoke strongly on the subject. I would ask whether it is advisable that the 
Medical Officer should also attend to the Native Location, some 2} miles away. 

Were he able to devote all his time to the Burgher Camp, I venture to t ink that 
the health would be better. He very naturally objects (as he himself told me) to lose 
the extra pay from the Native Location. 

Would you kindly give this matter your serious consideration ? 


W. J. BENTINCK, 
Captain, 
Inspector, Burgher Camps. 





2nd Inspection. 
Report on Standerton Camp. 
Burgher Camp, Standerton, January 10, 1902. 

Re paragraph A—Since my inspection on 12th, 13th, 14th, 15th December, I 

regret to say but very little improvement has been made. 
In my report of that inspection (to which please seten it will be noticed in para- 
“at a at In conjunction with the Sanitary Inspector, Mr. Curry, I recommended. 
a e of site of part of the ei but although barbed wire has been put up to en- 
close the new area, only three bell tents and the school <img have as yet been 
moved. There is a great lack of energy among the Officials of this camp, and I con~ 
sider the Medical Officer in charge, Dr. Pearse, should have, in the interests of the 
persons living in the notoriously unhealthy Bg of the camp, had moved all these 
Rorens fit to be moved to the new site. He is, I think, more to blame than the 
uperintendent, whose Medical knowledge may be slight, but nevertheless he has dis3~ 


‘Obeyed my instructions. : 
-. Re paragraph B.—(Copy of orders given to the Superintendent of the camp in 
writing.) | | 
No. 1. New area has been wired in. E38 ‘ see. 
No.2. Only three tents out of about 100 have been moved as yet. Many sick 
have been moved to hospital. | ee 
No. 3. The tents between donga and new “ Fence” have not been moved—the 
“ Fence ” consists of posts only. 2 | 
No. 4. Rubbish heaps are partly moved. Slop pails had been emptied. 
No. 5. “Pail” system has been adopted. aod gty 
No. 6. School marquees have been moved up. No signs of other buildings: 
about to be moved. ae ion oh que 
No. 7. Apparently but little, if any, supervision 1s exercised by the Medical 
+. Officer. I can see no trace of it. aubrey orp! 
Re paragraph C.—Some “ E. P.” tents have arrived for the hospital—an inestim- 
able boon thereto—and many sick’from camp have been moved up into them. 
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“~s"Re sis be C. 1., Water aga Gee Pipes, tanks, &c., are all ready, but 
the engine only arrived on the 10th January at the station, and a circular tank which 
accompanied it went astray en route; this has been wired about. Mr. Andrew, the 
water engineer, was getting the engine up to camp. He has more energy than the 
whole of the camp staff together, and will, doubtless; have the water on in three or 
four days, when I propose to visit the place again. , | 


_.. Re paragraph C.2., Washing Places—The Vaal river is the best and only place 
where this should be done. | penal 

I found some people washing clothes in a stagnant pool of the filthiest water, 
close to the slaughter poles, and in which others were washing the entrails of sheep 
just slaughtered. I even saw two women taking away a pail of water each, the 
colour of dark varnish, to drink, from a small “ dug-out ” within two feet of this pool. 


As there are about 45 Burghers employed as Police, and receive pay, it is re- 
markable that some should not have been told off to stop this. 


Re paragraph C. 3., Sanitation —This has been slightly improved. I found the 
slop pails emptied, but think it would be wise when so doing for the sanitary man to 
have some disinfectant put in. 


Pail System now adopted, but I think now the second sanitary cart has arrived, the 
Department is being disgracefully robbed by being charged 5s. per bucket per month 
dy the Contractor, when natives could be found to do it for considerably less than £75 
per month. 


Rubbish Heaps in camp still exist, but are not added to. New corrugated iron 
boxes have been made, which are used and are decidedly good. Rubbish is being 
buried in the proper pits, well below the camp. 


_ Rations—Fresh meat good. Sheep scale from 22 bs. to 34 lbs., average not over 
26 lbs. It was in very fair condition. 


Re paragraph C. 11., Hospital—This has been much improved lately by the 
arrival of several t. P. tents. 
A new Medical Officer, Dr. Dixon, has just arrived, and appears energetic and 
ainstaking. He informed me thaf all the sick in camp, who could be moved, had 
Fatih brought into hospital. 
I regret to say that the rubbish heap in the hospital enclosure has grown con- 
siderably of late. The Head Medical Officer, Dr. Pearse, was away on 4 days’ leave. 


Head Matron’s Quarters.—A small “ Lean to” shelter—remains the same. This 
hut is quite unsuitable for any white person, more particularly a lady in a highly re- 
poe position. I recommend proper accommodation be provided for her immedi- 
ately. 

Re paragraph C. 15., Education —There were 188 children attending on January 
‘10th out of 960 of school age. This is disgraceful. I made it my business to ascer- 
tain the cause, and found over 150 children busy with the butchers and a few “ grown- 
“ups ” scrambling for intestines of sheep and blood at the slaughter poles. These were 

en washed in the pool described in C. 2. above, and carried away by the children 
in the small bags in which they get their weekly rations. I found one youngster of 
three years or so sitting on the ground at a large basin of fresh blood frothing it with 
a small stick as the quantity was added to by a passer by. A more utterly degrading 
spectacle I have seldom seen. 

The Superintendent told me the people felt aggrieved if not allowed to attend at 
the slaughter poles. Considering this was all going on within 300 yards of the school, 
it is not unlikely the attendance was meagre. 

No passes were necessary to leave the camp to go to the slaughter poles. 

The balance of the children were loafing about the camp, and on water and other 
fatigues for their parents. © ; 

I visited the town school unknown to the master, who manages the camp school 
as well. There seemed to be too much Dutch talked. The children were very un- 
tidy. I understand the town school is going to be separate from the camp one—a good 
‘plan—and hope that the new arrangement by Mr. Acheson, Inspector of Schools ere, 
whom I met, may improve matters much, as a new lady teacher is to be in charge. 
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' Concluding Remarks. 


1. I recommend that the services of Dr. Pearce be dispensed with. 


2. The following articles are required in addition to those previously asked for 
_by me and not yet received. a 


For Sisters’ Mess— 


3 large tables (20 in Mess). 

2 cupboards (for bread, plates, &c.). 
12 chairs. 

1 set shelves, 


For Hospital— 


Report books. 
Pencils. 
Paper for powders, 
Dispensing envelopes, 
36 small enemas (about 1 and 2 ozs.). 
48 tumblers. 
Sanitary paper. 
36 sponges. 
150 shirts, various sizes, especially large ones, 
48 soup basins. 
24 gruel cans, 
30 lanterns (candle pattern) for new E. P. tents. j 
24 pudding dishes (small). 
Urine testing apparatus. 
Perthloride-tlapholio (1 in 20). 
| 48 bed pans, 
! 30 urinals, 
| 3 rolls flannelette for children’s shirts. 
48 mugs, | 
1 set catheters soft rubber (about 2 doz. different sizes). 
36 deep baths for sponging. 
2 large soup pots. 
240 yards Galnion for Nurses’ uniforms. 
60 yards lining. 
1 gross buttons. 
2 rolls diaper. 


8. Immediate removal of every tent possible to new area, and put up wire fence 
to cut off the objectionable donga from the camp entirely. 


4. No one but butchers to go to slaughter poles. 
5. The Burgher Police to do work or be discharged. 


There is a lack of discipline in the ee the men will not work unless paid, nor 
help in anything. The parents consequently make their children work for them. 


I consider from talking to parents, and from what I saw generally, that this state 
of affairs is due to the Superintendent not being man enough for the place, and slack- 
ness pervading the camp in consequence, and the apathy of the Medical Officer, Dr, 

earce. 

With a strong Superintendent, an energetic Medical Officer, and a ag al strong 
head for the school, as the site is good and water better than that in the town, this 
camp should be a good one throughout. 

: W. J. BEnTINCK, 
Captain, 
Inspector. 
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Burgher Camp Johannesburg, Second Inspection, January 13, 1902. 
Report by Captain Bentinck, Inspector, Burgher Camps. 
Present Strength—Men 530; Women 966; Children 1,128. Total 2,624. 


1. The main camp is very clean; the tents are getting very thin and many leak 
ih The public bake-ovens and boilers are much more used in this camp than in 
others. 7 

The reading room was well stocked with sound papers. 

The “ Nachtmaal” tent laager, also the “loose boxes,” were not nearly as clean 
and tidy asthe maincamp. The inmates of these want hustling a bit in this respect. 

Poyntons’ store well stocked. 

The carpenter’s and cobbler’s shops doing much work. 


2. Huts——Only two now occupied, that inhabited by the men being far cleaner 
than that by families. I noticed a quantity of tins and rubbish under the floors of the 
lower storey, and mentioned to the Assistant Superintendent the necessity of putting 
a stop to this practice. , 


3. Hospital—Remarkably clean and tidy. Mosquito nets have been provided. 
Patients well looked after. The plan adopted in this camp of taking all sick children 
into hospital for proper treatment and not allowing parents in and out frequently is a 
good one. The Hospital Staff and Camp Matron’s Staff are comfortable. In this 
camp the Camp Matron’s and Relief Matron’s duties are performed by one person. 


4. Rations—Fresh vegetables are of excellent quality and plentiful; they are 
much appreciated. 9 ozs. of raw coffee per adult is issued weekly. 


5. Transport—tThe. mules ordered by the Burgher Camps Department have 
reached the Remount depdt, but are being ietaiied Casts. I think early enquiries 
should be made thereon. 


Concluding Remarks—tThe people seem all very comfortable and contented; 
the school is well attended by children, and it is very noticeable how many of the 
parents come round to hear the singing. More attention will be got from the children 
“when the new iron building for se bok use is put up, as the grand stands offer every 

’ jnducement to look about. The staff of the camp work well together, and everyone's 
welfare is well looked after by Mr. Noble, the Superintendent. 


z W. J. Bentinck, 


.) 
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Burgher Camp, Vereeniging, January 14, 1902. Second Inspection. 
, Report on Vereeniging Camp. 
Strength—Men 165; Women 338; Children 432. Total 935. 


The following items were asked for in my report of the 23rd December, and have 
not been received, and are still wanted. | De 


For Hospital :— 
4 E.P. tents. 
12 deck or easy chairs for patients. , 
24 bedside tables. We 


12 counterpanes. 

20 pillow cases. 

12 spittoons. 

12 spoons. 
6 table cloths. 

12 towels. 

For School:— © 

3 or 4 “ Mafeking ” shelters in lieu of uees, 

5 doz. instead of 4 doz. “ Infant Readers.” 


72 slates (not asked for before) and chalk. 
Pictures for object lessons. 


TEP 
«Vi 
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Water Supply—Now completed, and pure water obtained from a spring across 
the Vaal by pipes under the river, and pumped up into the centre of the camp.. The 
water filters through sand-stone and coal, and is abundant... 7 i 

The expeditious and energetic manner in which Mr. Andrew, the Water Engineer, 
laid the pipes, put up the pump and got the water into the centre of the camp, some 
1,100 yards from the spring, including 270 feet under the river, with only unskilled 
Burgher Camp labour, within six days, reflects the very greatest credit on him, and I 
would respectfully suggest that your approval of his work be communicated to him. 

 ' Bath-House—A plentiful supply is now laid on from the camp main. 


Rations.— 


Meat.—Refrigerated now obtained. ae 
Vegetables.—Will shortly be available from the Burghers’ own gardens. 
Coffee.—I recommend an addition of 3 ozs. raw coffee to the 6 ozs. per 
adult per week, as the raw beans lose much in weight when roasted. 
Flour.—I understand that this is being reduced, which I recommend. .. 
Fruit.—2 lbs. fruit will be issued weekly [¢ from] next week to the 
inmates of the camp. 


School.—I beg to repeat my request for the “ Mafeking” shelters, in lieu of the 
very large marquees, which are so constantly collapsing in the storms, the ground not 
being suitable to hold the pegs—resulting in considerable delay in re-erection, gene- 
rally, owing to their great weight when wet, and consequent lack of accommodation for 
children willing and anxious to learn. 

This school is going ahead well; the children are by far the cleanest and best 
disciplined in any camp I have visited, while the attendance, 279 one day last week out 
of 317 on the roll, shows that Mr. Evans, the schoolmaster, is doing a deal more than 
his plain duty. as 

I understand that the Dutch Minister is desirous of returning to the Colony. I 
trust his request will be granted. Although I cannot lay. any charge against him, and 
consider him better than most of his cloth, I think the camp was a deal better under 
the several excellent lay readers “ Elders,” whose opinions I can rely on. 

In conclusion, I cannot speak too highly of the way Mr. Bates, the Superin- 
tendent, is working the camp, which is, I think, in comparison with certain other 
camps, far more economically managed. 

The people, one and all, are perfectly happy and contented, and have no com- 
plaints whatever. Sickness with the new water supply is decreasing, and with the 


‘exception of the requirements above mentioned, nothing is wanted. 
W. J. BEenTINCK, 
Captain, 
Inspector. 


2nd Inspection. 
Report ON [RENE Camp. 
| x. Irene Camp, January 16, 1902. 

1. Iam glad to report that great improvements have been, and are béing, made 
‘since my last visit. The tents are being thinned out, the “Streets” kept clean, and 
the whole camp being aroused from the torpor it has been in for so long under the 
régime of the late Superintendent. 

' A large portion of the camp is being moved up the hill to a far more sanitary 
site. sui ioecicasadabalviaserrocekceol Pama 

2. Water is to be got from a spring near and below the camp, and will be pumped 
‘up to all parts of it. The spring is a particularly strong one. 

8. The neighbourhood of the camp is much cleaner than before. 

4. Bath Accommodation is to be improved—it is time this was done. The bath- 
house being built by the former Superintendent was left unfinished by him. -” 
6. Latrines—Clean, and plenty of disinfectant is spread about.. The seats for 
‘children should be much lower. aR ai | 
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¢ 6. Rubbish is removed frequently, as there is plenty of transport, 


~ 7... Rations.—The quality of refrigerated meat was excellent, It is as much ap- 
preciated as “ Corned Beef” is disliked. ; 


8. Milk.—Condensed—mixed in boiled water. It was extremely sweet. No 
“Ideal” milk to mix with it available. A quantity of “Sledge Brand” condensed. 
? It appears that nothing has been done towards getting fresh milk from Mr. 
v/Byl, and Messrs. Bean and Schoeman. 


9. Slaughter Place—Perfectly clean, not much used, as stock is only killed for 
hospital and camp staffs. 


10. Hospital—Much pas sab by addition of many “E. P.” tents and other 
equipment from the Yeomanry Hospital. 

- The tents are also put in proper lines, and far better accommodation has been 
provided for the staff. ~ _ 

___ The majority of patients—there are not many—are doing well, and being well 
looked after. | 


11. School_—As good as before. It is to be moved higher up the hill, and until 
the new buildings are made will be working at a great disadvantage. Mr, Reynolds, 
‘he School Master, has a remarkable way of managing his charges. 


12. Recommended to be obtained. 


3 spare sets ridge poles for large school marquees. 
Paint for ‘slack Boasts in school. 
Lime, brushes, ba3s-brooms. 


_ 18. Transport—tI might point out the large amount of transport this camp has,. 
viz. :— 
Burgher Camp Property— 
2 sanitary night-soil carts. 
44 oxen. 
10 wagons. 


1 trolley. 
2 mules. 


Military Property— 
3 trolleys. 
1 Scotch cart. 
1 water cart. 
14 mules. 
‘1 horse. 


No other camp in my section has even half this, and I would recommend a more 
even division of transport, which is very badly wanted in other camps, particularly in 
Volksrust and Standerton. 

I might also mention that while Irene Camp is getting a quantity of the Yeomanry 
Hospital equipment, other camps are being left without the items recommended in 
my last report. i : : : 

In conclusion, I think the improvement in this camp since Mr. Bruce took over is: 
remarkable, both in cleanliness and discipline. | 

W. J. Bentinck, 
Captain; 
Inspector. 





Burgher Camp, Heidelburg. Second Inspection. January 18, 1902. 
Report by Captain Bentinck, Inspector, Burgher Camps. 
Strength—Men 475; Women 786; Children 947. Total 2,208. 
Urgently Required — 3 


_ For hospital, 20 E. P. tents (present hospital marquees were leaking 
7 i : 2 the time of my ety On receipt of these, the better hos- 
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pital marquees would be issued to members of No. 1 camp here, 
which has for long been condemned as insanitary, and is to be 
moved when tents arrive. | mr 
Tar for sanitary buckets. 
Lime for disinfecting. ~ wr 
Ten windows for buildings completed as storehouses, &c., but unable 
~ to be used until such arrive. 


Leather for Cobbler’s shop—which is at a standstill at present. 
Wood to make kartels. 
Wire for fencing in hospital and camp. ee v2 


1. The camps are clean and tidy. No. 1 camp is not yet moved, though con- 
demned as insanitary months ago, owing to non-arrival of tents. 


2. Water Supply —Excellent. 


3. Washing.—A large dam with flat stones is nearly finished below the camp, 
which will be fed by the overflow water from the drinking-water supply, and be a far 
_ better arrangement than the present one of tables. 


4. Bath-House.—There are two shower baths, one for each sex, which are much 
patronised—petitioned off with bricks. They are well built and very clean. I think 
another would be advisable, so as to keep males and females quite separate. 


5. Rubbish.—Is removed daily, well away from the camp. People have wheel- 
barrows to remove their own to heaps collected by the rubbish carts. 


6. Sanitation—The latrines were remarkably clean, also seats. I noticed 
urine buckets were full though at noon, and as they would not be emptied till next 
morning, recommended additional buckets being put there. 


7. Housing.—The sod huts are getting old. The green brick buildings erected 
as hospital kitchen, storehouse, ration-issue house, and bath-house are extra- 
ordinarily well made, by far the best I have seen in the country, and I think it would 
be worth considering whether it would not be advisable to erect one as a hospital—the 
roof and wood used to support same being saleable after the war without loss. 


¥8. Rations.—Refrigerated meat arrives from the coast once a week. 


Milk.—not mixed before issue. Two tins per child under five years issued every 
three days, which is equal to two bottles per day. : 


Feo Baking.—Done in private ovens. There are public ovens but they are seldom 


10. Soup.—tIssued from hospital kitchen. 


Hospital.—42 cases in hospital, of which 24 are mild enteric, and others whooping- 
ough, pneumonia, &c. 

The marquees are not in good condition and many leak. It was raining heavily 
at the time of my visit, so I had a good opportunity of judging. 

As the men build such excellent green-brick houses in this camp, I think it is 
(well worth considering, before the cold weather begins, whether a bui ding would not 
be better than tents. I have asked above for E. P. tents to replace leaking marquees. 
I noticed at Irene E. P. tents were actually used as dining-rooms for the sisters, and 
even for the Dutch probationers. 

About 55 bottles fresh milk are delivered daily for hospital use. The supply of 
condensed milk is unlimited. “Sledge Brand” is condemned in this, as in other 
camps. : | ! | 
The new Medical Officer, Dr. Crook, has started the Camp Matron system, so that 
fewer, if any, sick get left in camp who require hospital mera He considers it 
more important to have a Camp Matron with a knowledge of Dutch than with a 
nursing certificate. There is something in this, but still a qualified Nurse is, I think, 
a better judge by personal observance and after items have been translated, however 
indifferently, to her than a totally unqualified person. | 

I attach list of requirements given me by Dr. Crook. 


120! 


- Sehool:—This was not im session, being Saturday. The marquee and “ Mafeking” 
shelter are both in most indifferent repair, and the benches a “ job lot” altogether. 
I would recommend a building of green-brick be made. | 
This camp is in good order, clean and well laid out, and thoroughly well managed 
by Mr. Allison, the Sqeutntentent, who takes a fatherly interest in its welfare. 
++ Tenclose separate letters on subjects requiring attention. 
' a, W. J. Bentinex. 





Sr, Burgher Camp, Heidelburg, January 19, 1902. 
Tue following articles are required in the Hospital Department of this camp :—~- 


Twenty (20) Indian tents, to replace marquees. 
Six dozen (72) cotton quilts. 

Twelve (12) bedsteads. 

Two dozen (24) mattresses. 


Iam, &c., 
H. Crook, 
Principal Medical Officer. 
Captain Bentinck, 
: Inspector, 
Burgher Camps. 


Forwarded and recommended: 
W. J. Bentinck, Captain, 
Heidelburg, January 19, 1902. 





Reports on Standerton and Volksrust Camps. 


To the Mmitrary Governor, Pretoria, from W. J. BEnTINcK, Captain, Inspector,. 
, Burgher Camps. 
Sr, 
T nave the honour to forward my reports on Standerton and Volksrust Camps. 

The improvement in the former is as remarkable as the backward, in fact, retro- 
grade condition of the latter, which I very much regret. 

However, as I shall be upon the spot you may quite depend on my doing my best 
to regain lost ground, and trust you will do all you can to help me by removing as. 
many as scale from this overcrowded camp. 

I have not touched on rations and other items in these two reports because they 
jwere satisfactory—nor on certain points re doctors for Volksrust Camp; about whi 
I wrote you separaely. 

Before completing my work with Burgher Camps I will send you a brief summary 
of the condition of my particular camps, and hustle up this camp here, so as to leave- 
things on the mend. 

Thave &c., 


W. J. Bentinck, 
Captain, 
Inspector, Burgher Camps. 





3rd Inspection. 


Standerton Burgher Camp, January 27, 1902. 
Strength—3,500. . | 

_ The improvement in this camp since my last inspection on J anuary 9th is re- 
markable. e tents in the condemned portion of the camp are being rapidly moved 
‘uphill. All the marquees have already been shifted to the new site. 

Wagons not sere for sleeping in, and traps are > going to be laagered apart from 
the camp which will be conducive to clealiness and order. A B nit of ground fenced in 
detached from the camp is now reserved for an Isolation amp, @ most necessary 
thing, considering that numbers of new arrivals from the veldt in a filthy condition: 
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have heretofore been pitchforked into the middle of the old occupants of the camp. 
The school is being moved to an even better site than it now occupies. The camp is 
now clean and tidy, slop buckets are emptied daily, ashbins also, an innovation in this 
camp. <A crippled Burgher is employed as Sanitary Inspector, and has several times 
teported the Contractor for negligence, which zeal will, i trust, be kept up. 


Water. —This is laid on from the Vaal, upstream of the town supply, and pumped 
up into two large tanks in the hospital grounds, thence distributed y several pipes 
to different portions of the camp. 

Two Burghers are in charge of the engine and appear to be competent. They 
have to sleep in camp every night, the engine-house not being considered safe. The 
water is not clear, and if allowed to stand much deposit sinks to the bottom. We 
(that is Major Anstruther Thomson, Mr. J ones, Superintendent, Mr. Curry, Sanitary 
Inspector, and myself) examined the hillsides along which the pipe runs, and all are of 
Opinion that there is a quantity of water in the hill, which, from what we saw, we 
eat likely to be perfectly pure, as it is clear, and filters through sand, and is taste- 
e3s. 

We consider it well worth while “ prospecting” that hill carefully immediately, 
and if the water is sufficient in quantity and of good quality, we recommend the pump 
being moved to the most central place on the hillside. The job will not be a large one, 
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as only about a quarter, if as much, of the piping will require to be moved. 
Hospital—The grounds are now quite clean, and no rubbish is lying about. The 
head Medical Officer, Dr. Pearse, has enteric (he used to live in a hut in the lower 
portion of the camp, and close to the objectionable donga), so Dr. Dixon is in charge 
with Dr. Lilienveld and Mr. Howard, an unqualified but very useful man I am told. 
The Matron’s shanty leaks badly. I have already reported it as being unfit for a 
white person to inhabit. The articles I asked for have, by no means, all been received. 
There are 216 sick (men, 31, women 95, children 80). Diarrhoea is the prevalent 
complaint: Eighty-five Enterics in hospital, two enteric deaths last week out of 17 
deaths (three men, two women, and 12 children, many under 1 month). , 


Rations—New scale is being gradually brought in. Refrigerated meat is issued 
once weekly, and is much appreciated. | 

In conclusion I think the Burgher Camps Department have secured a most valu- 
able man in Lieutenant Jonas. The improvement in cleanliness and tidiness in the 
camp is most marked, without too, any ill-feeling on the part of those who till now have 
been living in filth and squalor, a mixed set too, and reported by the last Superin- 
tendent as very “difficile.” 

When the whole of the tents from the lower regions have been moved up the hill 
to the new site, the old sod huts demolished, and all offices moved up, and the old 
camping ground turned into Burghers’ Gardens, also the water fountains localised and 
used, though this camp, in common with others, somewhat far removed from Johan- 
nesburg and Pretoria will lack the luxuries of J ohannesburg and Irene Camps, it will 
show up well as to what can be done without them, and be a thoroughly healthy one. | 

I again urge the requisitions put in being complied with as early as possible, and 
in addition ask for— | 


Boots (principally girls’). 
Blankets. | 

Female underclothing. 
Cupboards for hospital clothing. 


W. J. BENTINCK, 
Cepia. 
Inspector, Burgher Camps. 





Volksrust Burgher Camp. 


Strength (on rations) men, 685; women, 2,315; children, 2,170. Total 5,170 (on 
rations), also over eb not on ime ‘ itary ee ee ay 

The camp is much overcrowded, and as m l considerations prevent the sit 
being chakaeee is much fouled—an epidemic is to be dreaded. P 
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Were the camp reduced by two thousand persons the ground vacated by them 
could be aired for a month, and would then be fit for those still remaining to occupy 
for a change. 

The condition of the tents is indifferent to bad. 

The camp is neither clean nor tidy. The tents have all been shifted recently, but 
rags, tins, bones, &c., are lying about nearly everywhere. 

There ave no ash-bins nor anything in which to put rubbish, so the heaps get 
scattered broadcast. 

The latrines are not clean, nor the immediate surroundings, the seats require soap 
as well as water, and the buckets are far too close together. The buckets are not 
properly cleansed, nor are they emptied often enough. ‘This is not the fault of the so- 
called Sanitary Inspector, who works under the Military, and has charge of all the 
sanitation of ‘Town, Military, and Burgher Camp. I cannot condemn the Sanitary 
arrangements sufficiently. 

It is proposed to hand them over to the Civil Authorities, but until some “ plant ” 
is obtained, guarantees that the Civil carts and animals will not be requisitioned be 

iven, and some price be offered by the Military, Imperial Military Railways and 
urgher Camps, nothing can be done, as of course the contractor wants to know what 
he is likely to make before binding himself. 

There are only two Burghers employed on sanitary work, supervising latrines and 
wash-houses for the entire camp. ‘This is not enough. 

It would be better to have one per section, and a head man over the lot, who should 
be a man with some authority and energy. 

I regret there is a lack of supervision on the part of the Medical Officers and 
Superintendent, and insufficient “ hustling ” of the Burgher Police and inmates of the 
camp by the Superintendent. 


Washing Places partly built, but wood and iron repeatedly asked for, have not 
— oa piping (vide my last report) to bring the water from the stand-pipes to the 
wash-houses. 


Water.—This has been analysed in Pretoria by the Official Analyst, and pro- 
nounced pure. It is the same as that used by the Town and Military. 

I cannot help thinking that all Burgher Camps (which are best treated as com- 
pact units) should have “ Home Rule ” in sanitary matters, which appears to me to be 
more satisfactory to the Superintendent, the Department, and the actual camp, as the 
offenders in any point can be promptly “dropped on.” 


Hospitals —The old hospital at the Grand Hotel is that to which objection has 
been made by the Military Authorities, ona by the Army Service Corps. As, 
however, the Army Service Corp cattle kraals, which are in the filthiest possible con- 
dition, are within fiity — of the hospital, and even nearer the Army Service Corps’ 
Offices and quarters than the hospital, and noting that no member of the hospital 
staff has been ill, it would appear that the kraals are the offending objects, and not 
‘the hospital. In consequence of this report the enterics and other such infectious 
cases have been moved to a new marquee-hospital, some eight hundred yards from the 
old one, and towards the Burgher Camp. This site is clean, though there have been 
and are some rubbish pits in close proximity. I have ordered these to be immediately 
filled in, and quicklime to be freely used. Military considerations prevent any other 
site being taken at present. i 

The marquees are in fair condition, but I recommend E. P. tents be sent before 
the cold weather, being warmer than marquees, this being a particularly cold place. 

es articles asked for by the Medical Officer, vide my last report have not all been 
received. 

The bright spot of this camp is the gardens, well stocked and well cared for by 
both men and women. caf 

Though making allowances for untidiness caused by the shifting of all the tents, 
and the recent hard weather, I regret to state this camp has gone back much since my 
last inspection, instead of improving, a3 has been the case in all my other camps. 
| The sanitary arrangements, which are in the hands of the military are responsible 
for a deal, but the Burgher Camp Authorities, who must have seen and realised how 
bad things were, have not agitated as I think was their bounden duty. Then if the 
Local Authorities failed to remedy matters they should have reported to Pretoria, 
so as to get matters in their own hands. 
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__ I am perfectly convinced from experience gained in other camps, that the Super- 
intendent and as many officials as possible should live actually in the camp. None do 
at present, who have any authority worth mentioning, except one Doctor in the 
“Town” Hospital, which is the nearest building occupied by a camp official (distance 
from camp nearly three quarters of a mile). 
W. G. BENTINCK, 
Captain, 
Inspector, Burgher Camps. 

In train, January 28, 1902. 


(G. S. 748.) 
Re Captain Bentinck’s Report. 


Dear Sir, Burgher Camp, Volksrust, February 17, 1902. 

THE above to hand. The remarks of my Medical Officers thereon enclosed. 
To reply to it fully would take more time than | can conveniently spare. In fact, it 
is so manifestly unfair that my first impulse was to treat it with silent contempt, but 
for two reasons—one being that my silence might be misconstrued; the other that 
such a gross mis-statement of facts, if left to go unchallenged, might be taken as true, 
and throw discredit not only on the local Military Authorities, my Medical Officers, 
the inmates of the camp, and myself, but on the Burgher Camps Depart- 
ment itself. In my monthly report for January, [explained how, on account 
of unusual circumstances, for a week or ten days, the débris heaps in 
the camp had unfortunately not been removed as often as they should be, and for 
three days, through our inability to procure disinfectants the latrines stank far more 
than usual. I explained also why the number of latrines had not been increased. 
All this information was given to both Inspectors Currie and Bentinck, but neither 
of them, for reasons best known to themselves, thought fit to embody these extenuatin 
circumstances in their report. On the difficulties with which I have had to conten 
during my six months’ tenure of office, I am not going to enlarge. I have, to the best 
of my ability tried to cope with them without continually worrying the Head Office, 
and I am not going to enumerate them now. I can conscientiously affirm that the 
state of the camp has been that of steady improvement from the time I took it over, 
with, perhaps, an occasional lapse when I have had hundreds of refugees brought in 
by various columns, not only in a destitute state, but many of them of the lower class 
of Boer, who have to be trained to habits of decency and cleanliness. Most of the 
men and women are people who have voluntarily thrown themselves open us for pro 
tection—not prisoners of war—and I have endeavoured by a mixture of patience, tact 
and firmness, to win their confidence and co-operation, knowing full well that the 
“hustling” recommended by Captain Bentinck would only make them sullen and 
disobedient. Captain Bentinck wished me to dismiss all my Camp Overseers, of whom 
there are six, one for each section, and all the Police, and engage others, but I declined 
doing so, as they are amongst the best I can get in the camp, and I have had some 
difficulty in teaching them their duties. Since the first of February I have engaged 
four additional Sanitary Inspectors, who attend to the proper emptying and cleansing 
of the latrine and slop buckets, this work having been neglected by the contractor, 
have had screens erected, framework of wood and covered with canvas, to protect the 
urine buckets from the rays of the sun, and as material has arrived within the last 
day or two, I shall soon have some additional latrines erected. That our camp has 
been over-crowded has not been my fault—families have been brought in and I have 
had to accommodate them. 

During the last three weeks we have sent from 1,200 to 1,300 refugees to Natal, 
which will tend greatly to the improvement of the camp, but I regret exceedingly 
that its defects have been so magnified by Captain Bentinck. We have no ash-bins, 
it is true—I have never had material wherewith to make them—but to say that the 
ash and refuse is scattered “broadcast” is false. It is thrown in heaps at appointed 
spots, and we have had ten labourers who shovel it into as small a compass as possible 
every morning before the wagons arrive to take it away. His statement that “rags, 
tins, bones, &c., are lying about nearly everywhere,” is equally untrue. There are two 
men to every section ri shoe duty it is to clear up anything that may be left by the 
inmates themselves, and the space between the tents is generally clean and tidy, the 
outer edge of the camp, against the wire fence, sometimes presenting an untidy appear- 
ance, but not for long. He states that “the place is much fouled.” He pointed out 
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to me three spots on the outer edge of the camp where night-soil had been deposited 
by some filthy individuals. Unfortunately there are still some who, under cover of 
darkness, sometimes commit these nuisances, but unless we have a policeman at every 
tent door the whole night through, it is almost impossible to detect the offenders. 
policeman the other might caught a woman in the act of emptying night-soil into 
one of the slop-tubs. I fined her £1, or in default of payment one week's imprisonment, 
for the offence, and trust it will have a deterrent effect. As Drs. Hamilton and Craster 
have gone rather fully into this matter, further comment on my part is needless. If 
further evidence is required to rebut the statements made by Captain Bentinck, I 
would suggest that his report be sent by you to the Reverend Knobel, the Camp 
Chaplain, who, from the nature of his duties, is continually moving about the camp, 
requesting him to give his opinion as to the state of the camp during my ténure of 
office. I would like to know whether Captain Bentinck, in his capacity as Magistrate 
of the District, has any jurisdiction over the internal affairs of the Burgher Camp, or 
any right to interfere with my management of the same as Superintendent. 


Yours faithfully, 
Gro. Max. Kine, 


Superintendent. 
To The General Superintendent, 
Burgher Camps Department, 
Pretoria. 
Sir, Burgher Camp, Volksrust, February 17, 1902. 


Ar your request we have perused Captain Bentinck’s report, dated 28th 
January. 

ats Cénipating this ea with that of 21st December we are much struck with the 
difference in tone displayed therein; considering how small a basis of fact there is in 
the latter, we are bound to ascribe the change to some personal bias. ah 3 

It is somewhat extraordinary that we, who are daily at work in the camp should 
never have noticed the evils which are so graphically displayed in this report of faults. 

Referring more in detail to some of these points, we find that in paragraph B it is 
stated, “it is much fouled,” “ An epidemic is to be dreaded.” Because we had reason 
to believe that the ground on which thé tents stood was polluted, and because the site 
of the camp could not be changed as a whole, we advised, in December last, that the 
tents should be struck, and Oe on the adjacent spaces. This was done during 
the last week in December. ‘The change produced a most unsightly appearance, but 
has proved beneficial. 

Captain Bentinck’s somewhat hysterical statement that an epidemic is to be 
dreaded, we regard as totally unfounded, due regard being paid to the facts. 

In the report, dated December 21st, Captain Bentinck states that there was 49 
cases of enteric in hospital; the weekly telegraphic return of the preceding day states 
that the number was 62, with 4 convalescents. On January 31st, three days after this 
second report, the return was 59, with 20 convalescents, whilst on the 14th February, 
the return was 38, with 16 convalescents. This shows a fairly steady decline. 

Paragraph C. We have advocated the removal of people from the camp on 
various occasions. During the last month or so, about 1,250 people have left for 
Natal. ; 
The question of changing tent sites was referred to in the Monthly Report for 
July, and on several subsequent dates. _ pik 

Paragraph D. (1.) “The camp is neither clean nor tidy.” Tidy it can hardly be 
on account of the changing of the tent sites; but considering that the refuse of 5,000 
people has to be placed somewhere prior to its removal, we consider, taking one day 
with another, that the camp is reasonably clean. Captain Bentinck’s statement that 
“rags, tins, bones, &c., are lying about everywhere” we regard as a very great ex- 
aggeration. ; ee a0 

Paragraph E.—Captain Bentinck we presume uses the word “ broadcast” in some 
special sense of his own; in the ordinary accepted meaning of the word this conveys 
a very erroneous impression. | | 

Paragraph F.—“ The latrines are not clean.” Having regard to the fact that 
these latrines were being used by over 5,000 people, men, women, and children, and 
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FO they are for use, not for show, they are kept very fairly clean though they might be 
- cleaner. 

The buckets would certainly be placed too close together, were they all used at 
-once; as this, however, is not the case, we hardly consider it necessary to destroy the 
-old latrines and build new one3. 

The emptying of these buckets is in the hands of the Military; they certainly 
ee to be emptied more frequently, and be kept cleaner. We understand it is a very 

ifficult matter to get boys to do this properly. 

Paragraph H.—“ There are only two bile employed on sanitary work.” 
(This is -har y the truth.) In the Report, dated December 21st, Captain Bentinck 
says, “ effected well by two competent Burghers, except as regards latrines.” 

Faragtsph I.—Where is a man with some authority and energy to be found in 
- camp ? Soe 

Paragraph J—How does Captain Bentinck know “that there is a lack of super- 
vision on the part of the Medical Officers and Superintendent ”% We have only séen 
Captain Bentinck on one, or possibly two, occasions in camp, ourselves. 

Paragraph M was referred to in the Monthly Report for January. 

Paragraph P.—This statement that “the camp has gone back much,” we regard 
-as incorrect, the health of the camp having improved in the interval. 

How does Captain Bentinck know that the Burgher Camp Authorities have not 
agitated ? che! | 

Finally, how is it that in the report dated 21st. December, he eulogises the manage- 
ment of the Superintendent and Staff, and only six weeks later he animadverts in the 
strongest possible terms against the same management, and the same staff? Whence 


‘ this change? 
We are, &c., 


RIcHARD HAMILTON. 
. CRASTER. 


Report by Captain Bentinck, Inspector, Burgher Camps. 


January 31, 1902. 
In handing over to Major Anstruther Thomson I have the honour to report 
as follows regarding my six camps :— 


TRENE. 


This was ill-managed, untidy and dirty. A change of Superintendent changed 
this. The camp is being aes transformed into a pattern of regularity in every way 
by Lieutenant Bruce, Royal Army Medical Corps, who is energetic and painstaking. 

I confess to being a bit sceptical regarding the smooth working of this system of 
public bake-ovens (one oven for every 12 tents—of a sealed pesem)). I think they 
will lead to innumerable squabbles between different tent holders, and popular only 
with the lady who lives alongside the oven. Gur Wy 

The water supply, which before was more than open to suspicion, 1s to come from 
some magnificent springs within 200 yards of the camp. 

The people are a “ difficile ” set and very mixed. 


JOHANNESBURG. 


The iron barrack buildings will be better away—utilised as schools, sanato- 
rium, &c. Rubbish is apt to accumulate under the lower floor. I discovered a very 
varied collection thereunder. or 

The camp appears remarkably well managed by the Assistant Superintendent, 
who lives on the spot, while the Superintendent lives, and has his office in the town 
three miles off. I have always found the camp clean and tidy. The hospital, two 
excellent rooms, is the best I have seen. 

The school is much handicapped by having very crowded marquees for the 
younger children, and the open ground stands for the elder ones. In neither do the 
teachers get the attention of their pupils, which is so noticeable when proper school- 
: rooms or shelters or marquees are occupied by single classes. 
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I think it is an open question whether Mr. Noble should continue nominal manager 
of the camp as well as Controller of those refugees inthe town. He has an enormous 
amount of work with “ Relief,” and these refugees in town, and since he has been 
made a J.P. has had work put on to him, by outsiders I believe, which was not his 
business, and which it is not fair he should be called on to do. In my opinion he is 
worth a higher position than he occupies now. I have seldom ever met a more capable, 
clear-headed man. 


VEREENIGING. 


This camp had but one flaw when I took over—the water supply. This has been 
entirely remedied, and an absolutely pure and plentiful supply of spring water filtered 
through sandstone and coal has been laid on to the centre of the camp by Mr. Andrew, 
the Water Engineer. 

I have asked for “ Mafeking” shelters instead of the very large marquees for the 
school; also E.P. tents for the hospital. These requests have not yet been complied 
with. The school has been, and continues to be, a great success. The children are 
far cleaner and tidier in this than in any other camp school, and the remarkable 
attendance reflects very highly on the Head Master, Mr. Evans. 

I feel sure, from the past work of the new Superintendent, Mr. Bates (formerly 
storekeeper), that he will never allow any good custom to lapse. 

The people are the most contented of any I have come across; there have been 
no desertions, and only one case of indiscipline. The people help each other a deal, 
and I have always noticed among them a ready spirit for work in or about the camp, 
when any extra heh was needed, without any demur as to what would be paid for this 
or that job, as I noticed at Standerton particularly. 


HEIDELBURG. 


Very tidy and well managed by Mr. Allison. The water supply is perfect, and 
there are numerous improvements in progress, which will make this camp almost 
luxurious. 

The green-brick buildings are excellent—the best I have seen anywhere—among 
which are a very large hospital kitchen and store-room, a camp store-house, ration-issue 
house, dispensary, &e. 

The people are most contented and pleasant to talk to. They all spoke with 
deep regret at the death of the District Commissioner, the late Major Vallentine, for 
whom they had an extraordinary affection. The good tone of this camp is, in my 
opinion, due to his influence with them. 

The Camp Matron system is working well. 


STANDERTON. 


This camp was in an appalling condition at my first inspection. At my second 
visit, three weeks’ later, it was hardly any better. Two days after my second visit 
Lieutenant Jonas relieved the old Superintendent—a very worthy man but without. 
enough “'Go.” 

At my third inspection—ten days or so after Lieutenant Jonas took over, I found 
a miraculous change for the better—and when the new area as pegged off by Mr. Curry, 
Sanitary Inspector, and myself, is entirely occupied by the tents now in the condemned 
site, there is every prospect of this being a model camp, also perfectly healthy. I do 
urge most strongly that the — hill be carefully prospected for spring water, of 
which there appears to be a plentiful supply, and of a first-rate quality, as the Vaal 
water, though obtained from a spot above where the town water supply is got, and 
probably better than that civilians in town drink, is not clear, and has a muddy taste 
and a thick deposit of, apparently, clay. 

I have every confidence, from the start Lieutenant Jonas has given to improve- 
ments in the camp, that the bad name hitherto given to this camp will disappear. 


VOLKSRUST. 


As I reported recently this camp has not advanced as it should have done. 
I regret to say I visited it again to-day, and found it was no better tnan it was a. 
week ago—due, to some small extent, to transport being wanted to remove furniture- 
of families leaving for Natal. 
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Large quantities of disinfectants urgently needed. 

The removal of 500 persons, which is now being carried out, is more than a God 
send—l] hope more will follow them—at least a similar number. The Superintendent, 
Mr. King, is a most hard-working man, and has a deal to contend with, but is, I think, 
too “ soft” with the people, particularly the Burgher Police, who are extremely slack. 

The school is fairly good. I confess to looking forward to the arrival of thoroughly 
English teachers, who will all set an example in cleanliness and tidiness. Gus 
teacher, not English, had written on the board, for the benefit of the class “ Schade,” 
for “Shade.” 

The Camp Matron has been taken for the enteric hospital. Another is most 
‘urgently required for the camp. 

There are, I regret to say, many indents for supplies and stores, articularly for 
“country” camps, not yet complied with. The “ country ” camps are thrown on their 
‘Own resources a great deal, and can never be as “smart” and luxurious as those at 
Irene and Johannesburg, though they can be as clean and soundly managed. An 
instance of a makeshift might be interesting. 

A load of material was sent from Pretoria to Vereeniging for benches and desks 
for the camp school. This was commandeered by the Irene Camp en route, mean- 

while, ppeigan with boards, sent by the Department for making coffins, had to 
be used for seats and desks. Every adult’s death unseated 21 children, while that of 
every child deprived 14 children of seats in school. 

In my opinion the Camp Staff—or at any rate the majority of them—should live 
in the camp. 

In all the “country camps” there is a great lack of clothing and material in the 
Relief Matron’s Store. I think this should be borne in mind, in view of the approach- 
‘ing cold weather. 

I appeal for healthy English picture papers for reading-rooms for every camp— 
Most particularly “Country Life.” May be an announcement of this want in the 
English papers by an influential person would produce some. I know from personal 
“experience, they are a great help towards healthy ideas. 

I might appear frivolous to some to ask for games, football, cricket gear, croquet, 
‘and indoor games. I started them at Vereeniging and they “took” preach so 
I ask for them for all camps. The people are keen enough about them; they have 
made the Britisher what he is and can nies make the Boer the same. : 

I would not have asked to be relieved of the duty had I not had a permanent 
‘billet. I found the work extremely interesting, though I must confess very unpleasant 

“at times. 

I should perhaps apologise for having written and wired in — language at 
times. ‘My excuse—if such be needed—is that I went as thoroughly into everything 
as was possible, without any intention of hushing up the truth—good or bad. It was 

-all done in good faith and with the best intentions. 

I hope I may be permitted to retain an interest in this camp, which contains - 
people from my district, among whom I shall live after the war. 

I would respectively bring to your notice the very valuable work being done, and 

-completed, by Mr. Curry, Sanitary Inspector, Mr. Andrew, Water Engineer, and the 
School Inspectors, past and present. 


I have, &c., 
W. J. BentTINcK, 
Captain, 
~The Military Governor, Rifle Brigade. 


Pretoria. 
Volksrust, January 31, 1902. 


Enclosure 13 in No. 66. 


Report on Irene Camp by Mr. Curry. 
January 7, 1902. 
The site of the above camp is on rough ground, but otherwise healthy. Owing to 
bad arrangements, site of schools being immediately adjacent to ey wae it is necessary 
that the camp be removed to a north and west direction; ground for this purpose has 
been inspected and approved by Mr. Bruce, Superintendent, Colonel Pickwood, and 
“myself. It is unfortunate that the camp cemetery has been placed where it now is, as 
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it drains in the direction of the source of water supply passing through edge of camp. 
The whole drainage of camp in wet weather pollutes the water supply below the pump- 
ing station, from which people will persist in taking drinking water when they can 
evade the vigilance of the Camp Police. 

The proposed removal of the camp does not interfere with the hospital which will 
remain a3 at present, but the school site will be removed to north-east or north-west 
corner of new camp, giving the children the most healthy portion of camp, and that 
furthest away from the infected and hospital district. 


Water Supply—The water supply at present in use is supposed to be from Six 
Mile Spruit, and is liable to pollution from Kaffir location, cattle, and other sources, 
and, as before mentioned, from the camp and cemetery at points below the pumping 
station. At the pumping station also there is nothing to prevent surface pollution 
from ground adjoining, no wall nor trench being around to prevent inflow or to carry 
off surface water in wet weather. 


__ The proposed future supply is from a spring yielding an abundant supply of ap- 
parently excellent water. This should be pumped to site of blockhouse at present in 
use, into tanks, and from thence, distributed to various parts of the camp for drinking 
and cooking purposes, and also to north-east sides of camp for baths and wash places. 
The necessity for new water supply is urgent, and work should be pushed on at 
once. 

Source of new supply should be walled off, and otherwise protected against possible - 
pollution. 


Sanitation —Great energy is being shown in the removal of refuse from the camp, | 
and the work of general cleanliness by your Superintendent, Mr. Bruce. Latrines 
were clean, and with the exception of a few buckets waiting (for transport) to be 
emptied, were in good order, no unpleasant smell being apparent in any of them. 

There is a sufficient number of them, and with camp alterations it will only be 
necessary to have a redistribution of seats. | 

There are no slop pails in use, these should be supplied in sizes of not more than 
10 or 12 gallons to facilitate removal, also two slop (tumbler) carts ‘of about 250. 

allons capacity should be procured for this purpose. After emptying, all pails should 
Es sprinkled with carbolic or other powder. Latrine pails to be similarly treated. 
A lot of labour is wasted by the use of trolleys instead of tip-up carts. Four Scotch 
carts should be forwarded for the scavenging work, with necessary animals, &c., . 
instead of the trolleys. As a great amount of labour will be thrown on the transport 
during the next few months, it is desirable that these be forwarded as early as they 
can be had. The bath tents were in a very bad state, it being evident that after use 
the bath tubs were emptied on the ground inside the tents so as to render them totally 
unfit for use by a second person. 

When the new sites are set apart for this purpose, bathing places shon'd he exca-— 
vated and cemented out, with facilities for emptying by plugs; no opportunity would 
then be given for pollution as at present exists. 


Hospital—tThe work of hospital accommodation is being rapidly pushed on no > 
fewer than 63 cases having been removed there during the last six days. The tents 
are being repitched and placed further apart, and everything is being done by the — 
Medical Officer of Health, Dr. Davies and his staff, to cope with numerous cars of 
infectious and other cases of disease. . 

Infected clothing is being disinfected by steam, enteric stools are bein cremated, 
and all precautions are being taken to prevent the spread of sickness. supply of 
formaline, say, one gallon, and a sprayer for the spraying of standing tents is desir- 
able if it can be procured. Six additional marquees are also required for further 
hospital accommodation. 


General.—The shifting of the schools from their proximity to the hospital, the- 
new water supply, and a supply of tents for the purpose of moving camp are the most 
necessary requirements. Others are— 


2 slop tumbler carts. 

‘ruck lime. 
4 Scotch carts. . 
Perchloride of Mercury. | yt 
500 trestle beds. bide cain 
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Burgher Camps Department, New Law Courts, Pretoria, 
February 22, 1902. 


Tue Miuirary GOVERNOR, 
Pretoria, 


Tue close of the month of January marks the completion of the first year of 
the Burgher Camps in this Colony, under the management inaugurated by the appoint- 
ment of civilian officials in February, 1901. I have, therefore, the honour of sub- 
mitting the following report of the progress which has been made during the past 


year. 


At your request to the High Commissioner, Major Goodwin, of the Railway 
Pioneer Regiment, was appointed General Superintendent, and he selected the 
following gentlemen as Superintendents of Camps :— 


A. A. Noble (merchant) for Johannesburg. 

N. J. Scholtz (accountant) for Irene. 

©. R. Gardner (mine manager) for Middelburg. 
B. Graumann (broker) for Barberton. 

Fred Lance (accountant) for Belfast. 

N. Nixon (solicitor) for Volksrust. 

W. K. Tucker (surveyor) for Standerton. 

H. B. Papenfus (barrister-at-law) for Heidelburg. 
Burton Tucker (surveyor) for Vereeniging. 
Herbert Howard (secretary) for Klerksdorp. 
Jacob Swart (Secretary, Turf Club, Johannesburg) for Potchefstroom. 
R. L. McCowat (architect) for Mafeking. 


The words in brackets indicate the callings in normal life of the various individuals 
opposite whose names they stand. 


With the exception of Messrs. Graumann, Lance, Nixon and McCowat, these 
men are colonial born; the exceptions have been in the country for upwards of 
twenty years. They possess an intimate acquaintance with the manners, customs, 
habits and language of the Boers. None of them are familiar forms at political 
gatherings. All of them are thoroughly British in sentiment and most 
of them are so by birth. They are of the class that bear no animosity to 
the Boer people, who count South Africa their home, and recognise that it is equally 
the home of the Boers. These men came with Major Goodwin brimful of hope that 
their opportunity had come to do something for the t cause of peace and recon- 
ciliation, to help overcome the bitterness of disappointment and defeat by holdin 
out the hand of friendship in all kindliness of heart to those who would be place 
under their care. 


On receiving his travelling passport at Pretoria each Superintendent was 
furnished with instructions and introductions to the Military Authorities at his des- 
tination. These instructions are published in Blue Book Cd. 819, marked A, page 9, 
B, page 12, and Q, page 21. 


On arrival at their destinations they found camps in process of formation, equip- 
ment and organisation in varying stages of progress. Their instructions clearly laid 
down that the sites for camps would be defined by the Military Authorities, who would 
be responsible for the safety of the camps in case of attack. Superintendents were 
not consulted in the selection of sites, and had to make the best of the positions 
allotted them. ‘The first families eae in by the columns were attended to by 
military men detached from the staff of the various District Commissioners. These 
were under the control of Colonel Flint, until the 1st February, when the present 
arrangement came into force, except that the camps were directly under the General 
Officer Commanding-in-Chief, South Africa, until taken over by His Excellency the 
High Commissioner in November, 1901. 


The Superintendents took over the management nervously or boldly, according 
to the degree of cordiality with which they were received by the military environment. 
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The populations of the camps were as stated hereunder on the 9th February, 


1901 : — 

Barberton... al teh “fh ie opel le, Cay 
Rosas as} - we we ve vith 493 
iddelb wh, es Foy ae ove soa eee 
lrene i il a Sid cae pa a 756 
Johannesburg a pe Hop a .. 5,144 
Potchefstroom seh = ice ah von 349 
Klerksdorp... ie is be 7 se 39 
Mafeking v2 is ae pat tisk ee 300 
Vereeniging ... a mi wa a bho, | Oe 
Heidelberg... of wn on Se Pras ah) 
Standerton ... As wel ra <4 den ode 
Volksrust _... “ai ped ved = at 800 
Total ... =a ... 17,463 





duese figures gradually increased until May, when the numbers of refugees in the 
Various camps were as shown on the annexed table, which shows the progressive 
Monthly totals of the inhabitants of the camps up to the end of J anuary. 

This table also shows the effect of the measles epidemic on the death rate. As 
Soon as this pestilence visited a camp, the death rate went up with leaps and bounds, 
and its progress through the camps can clearly be traced by the figures given. 

The task that lay before the newly appointed Superintendents was to receive 
is loads of human beings, old men and old women, mothers and families of young 
children, the sick, the lame and the halt, with goods and chattels, from the convoys 
accompanying the columns of soldiers on their return from the veldt, to provide 
shelter and food, to organise sanitary measures, to arrange for transport and generally 
to carry out the functions of petty Magistrates, Health Officers, Boards of Manage- 
ment, Municipal and Commissariat Officers, under the direction of the General Super- 
intendent at Brace who, in his turn, is controlled by the Military Governor. The 

amilies of voluntary surrendered burghers that came in were, as a rule, well provided 
with clothing, cooking utensils and such furniture as would be useful in tents. The 
families of men on commando and of prisoners of war were often brought in with 
no spare clothing, and what they possessed was worn threadbare beyond all possi- 
bility of classifying the material. hey brought no utensils for cooking or furniture 
of any kind. ‘Their bedding was of the most meagre description. In short, they 
came unwillingly, refusing to lift a hand to gather articles of utility or necessity for 

emselves on leaving their homes, and it was left to the men of the patrol to put on 
the wagon what came handiest, and to lift the children on as well. 


Clothing, bedding, cooking utensils, cutlery, crockery, in short everything, had 
to be provided for such people. Their manners and habits required much mending 
before they could be considered fit neighbours for Fhenilies: of elsanty and orderly 
: Spositions, whilst their disregard of all sanitary laws rendered them a danger to 

€ camp. 

Convoys came in without giving much notice, tents were extremely scarce, food 
stuffs were often delayed, pe much humble pie had often to be eaten by the 

uperintendent, before he succeeded in borrowing sufficient to go on with from the 
nearest officer in charge of Army Supplies. Material for making the most necessary 
Structures was unobtainable for weeks and often months. Such things as latrines 
or men, women and children were very scarce, and much more primitive arrangements 
ad to be used for the accommodation of the people. Store-rooms and such conve- 
niences had to be dispensed with for a long time; coffins had to be made out of milk 
Cases and any other material that came to hand; baths, bathing-houses, wash-tables 
and wash-houses, bedsteads, tables, school equipment, there were absolutely none. 

lock-houses were non-existent; blowing up railways and culverts, wrecking of pas- 
Senger and supply trains, were of frequent occurrence. The requirements of the 

my and the necessity of “stabling” all trains at night were reasons why very few 
trucks per week could be given to the civil population, and of this the Pinger amps 
took the bulk. The tonnage available scarcely sufficed for the requirements of the 
Camps for food alone. Material so greatly needed could only be got up in small 
quantities at a time, and each camp had to be given a turn. Local stocks were 
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it will thus be seen that in addition to the rations regularly issued, and to the 
liberal allowance of medical comtorts at the disposal of the Medical Officers, the 
immates of the camps were enabled to provide themselves with supplementary articles 
of diet, if they so desired. 

The tact that no complaints have been made to Superintendents by the people 
that they had not enough to eat since the practical withdrawai of ration scale for “ all 
other classes of refugees” (see page 21 of Blue Book, Cd. 819), and that purchases 
at Poynton’s canteens have consisted very largely of clothing, sweets, dates, and such 
articles, and further the fact that in every camp large accumulations of flour have 
been discovered in the tents, points to the conclusion that the food supplied has been 
ample. In times of peace and plenty, Concentration Camps could doubtless be sup- 
plied with a greater variety of dietary, with corresponding comfort and benefit to the 
inmates, but even with such conditions the people would undoubtedly be better on 
their farms. It is therefore inevitable that there should be hardships in camp life 
in time of war. It has been the constant and increasing endeavour of yourself ani: 
those under you responsible for the camps to mitigate these hardships, as far as 
possible, but the work of organising and equipping has necessarily been slow. The 
Camps are now in good order, and the steps taken for further improvement are rapidly 
bringing them to a condition of health and comfort that leaves little room for com- 
plaint. The new ration scale was issued in January, and is fully explained in the 
General Report on the camps for the month of January, 1902. 

These, briefly, are the conditions under which the camps had to be managed at 
the commencement. By degrees improvements were effected, but it was not till 
October that increased railway facilities enabled the Head Office to provide adequate 
equipment. Since then rapid strides have been made towards bringing the camps 
to the desired state of efficiency. | 

Great attention has been given to providing hospital accommodation..in every 
camp. ‘Comfortable marquees with base hospital equipment are now in use. Efficient 
medical and nursing staffs are appointed, and everything necessary for their Comfort 
arranged for. Schools are doing great good. Buildings and school furniture are being 
provided for on a large scale to acilitate the work of the Educational Department; 
water supply is being improved by laying pipes and the erection of pumping 
machinery. Bath-houses and wash-houses are being increased, and many other con- 
veniences provided for the comfort and well-being of the inmates of the camps. In- 
dustries are encouraged; tanneries, harness and boot making, carpentry and gardening 
are in operation in one or other of the camps, whilst the Relief Matrons are in charge 
of sewing classes and the making of clothes by the women and girls from material 
Supplied by the department. 

During the year staffs and equipment have had to be provided for seven new 
Camps. These are:— 


Krugersdorp, Superintendent F. Burger, April, 1901. 
_ Pietersburg, Superintendent J. E. Tucker, May, 1901. 
Nylstroom, Superintendent H. Cooke, June, 1901. 
Belfast, Superintendent D. Murray, July, 1901. 
(The first oe at this place was removed and amalgamated with Middelburg 
in March.) 
Balmoral, Superintendent E. R. Harvey, August, 1901. 
Vryburg, Superintendent W. H. A. Pritchard, November, 1901. 
Meintjes-kop, Superintendent Major Lloyd, December, 1901. 


_ Since the Ist May, 1901, the Burgher Camps Department has administered the 
relief work for indigents in Pretoria and Johannesburg. This was formerly done by 
the Government Relief Committee, composed of townsmen in Pretoria, and by Major 
Cavage in Johannesburg. 

t was found in both towns that a large number of persons of all nationalities 
were drawing Government supplies, by means of misrepresentation. By careful 
Mquiry into all cases of persons drawing relief, and excluding those where it was 
found that the applicants were not indigents, a great reduction in the expenditure 
has been effected. | 

In May 6,500 persons were on relief in Johannesburg. 
_ there are now 3,044. 7 
In Pretoria there were 4,000.. P pail My tne et 
At present there are 1,234. Paty pw ee: Y 
12179 U 
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In the early part of the year under review, Dr. Turner, Medical Officer of Health 
for the Transvaai, made a tour of inspection of the camps, and his recommendations 
were of great value to the Department in the organisation of matters affecting the 
health oi the camps. 

Dr. Kendal franks, C.B., during July, August, September and October, visited 
the camps and supplied exhaustive reports on them, and rendered most valuable 
service in advising, particularly on the questions ot seeking out the sick in camp and 
the organising of the system of Camp Matron, Relief Matron and Hospital Matrons’ 
Stafis, whereby it became possible to know the requirements of the occupants of 
each tent daily. 

The ladies of the Concentration Camps Commission during the latter part of 
1901 visited each camp and enquired most fully into every detail of management and 
into local conditions. Their recommendations on the boiling of all drinking water, 
the amendment of the ration scale, and the system of nursing arrangements have been 
carried out, as far as practicable. 

In addition to the foregoing, appointed Inspectors have been employed to go 
round and visit the camps at short intervals to assist Superintendents as much as 
possible, and to see that the instructions of Head Office are duly carried out, and to 
report the result of their observations for the information and guidance of the Head 


ce. 

The total number of deaths in the camps is 10,716, given in the annexed table. 
The subject of the death rate and the visitation of measles and other epidemics in the 
camps has been fully dealt with in various reports age supplied. Tt is gratifyin 
to note that the number of deaths and the amount of sickness have greatly declined, 
roe that the health of the camps has vastly improved since the measles epidemic 

ied out. 

Absconders—The total number of absconders during the year is:— 

324 men, 43 women, 48 children. 

Of these 143 were taken away when Beyers’ Commando raided the Pietersburg 
Camp on the 23rd January, 1902. 

Considering the monotonous condition of camp life, and the wonderful tales of 
successful adventure, that find currency in the camps, it is not sur rising that some 
have resolved to desert and rejoin the commandoes, and the aneebek given should 
be considered moderate. The taunts and gibes of the women, whose men folk have 
been sent away as prisoners of war or are still at large, have no doubt also acted 
powerfully as incentives to desertion. 

- "There is a marked improvement in the general bearing of the inmates of the 
camps towards the officials, and exhibitions of resentment and itterness are rarely met 
with. Antipathy to hospitals has almost entirely disappeared. This result has largely 
been brought about by the kindly treatment almost invariably shown by the doctors, 
matrons and nursing sisters, and to the influence of the children who go to school. 

The rapid progress made by the children reflects the greatest credit on the 
teachers appointed by the Educational Department, and at the same time affords an 
object lesson to the parents and people generally on the benefits conferred by the 
action of the Government. 

Soon after the establishment of Burgher Camps, various Dutch Church Com- 
mittees were formed in Johannesburg, Pretoria, Cape Town and elsewhere, with the 
ostensible object of assisting in the work of ministering to the needs of the inmates. 
With your permission they appointed volunteer nurses. These were untrained, but 
were nevertheless accommodated and maintained by this Department. Religious 
services were held in season and out of season, and clothing was collected and dis- 
tributed. All went well for a season, but by degrees, these Committees began to 
encroach on the prerogatives of the officials by seeking to have a voice in the control 
-* the camps. When this did not succeed, they resorted to undermining the influence 
end authority of officials by intrigues, innuendoes and the imputation of sinister 
wotives on the part of the authorities. The influence of the above mentioned nurses 

vas used to thwart the trained nurses appointed by the Department and prevent 
che establishment of confidence in the minds of the people towards them. Friction 
was caused, and to put an end to this undesirable state of things it was reluctantly 
resolved to withdraw permission for these committees to haye representatives in the 
rey The Department was ever ready to work harmoniously with these people 
for the good of the camps, but they kept their counsel very close, and did not recipro- 
cate the kindly motives which originally prompted you to give them the entree to 
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the camps. They were ever ready to criticise, to belittle every effort made for im- 
proving che condition of the refugees, and to exaggerate defects. ‘Nor 1s evidence 
wanting of we wilful intention to mislead the inmates of the camps, to the end that 
these migut uot come to think too kindly of the British. 

It is remarkable that no suggestion was ever made for the improvement of the 
camps by these committees, and it appeared as though they preierred to nurse a 
grievance. 

This attitude of the committees, which consisted of men and women of the towns 
who were the leaders of religious organisations, and were, for the most part, well 
informed but irreconcilable to the British, contrasts very strongly with that of the 
general disposition of the rank and file of burghers in the camps. ‘These show a great 
inclination to be generous and friendly, are easily managed with firmness combined 
with kindness and justice. ‘The tone of feeling m the camps has greatly improved 
since the baneful influence of the committees was excluded. 

Dutch Reformed Ministers, whose political feelings and bias are not so pro- 
nounced as to make them forget their more legitimate functions, and who retrain 
from the discussion of politics, are chosen by the Department and are appointed as 
salaried chaplains to the camps. 

The number of prisoners of war who were returned from the camps at Green 
Point and Ladysmith after investigation of their cases by the Military Authorities 
is 1,218. These were classed as voluntary surrenders, and were permitted to join 
their families in the Burgher Camps. On the whole they behaved well, but many 
preferred the life in a prisoner of war camp to the monotony of life in Burgher Camps; 
they were not willing workers, and a good many joined the enemy again by absconding. 

A table is hereto annexed giving the population of each camp at the end of eac 
month from May, 1901, to January, 1902, and also giving the total number of deaths. 

The fluctuations on the — tion of the camps from month to month are due, 
apart from the births and deaths, to increases by new comers from the Veldt, and 
from other camps, and to decreases by a process of sorting out people belonging to 
other districts and despatching them to the nearest camp in their respective districts. 
Since the formation of camps in Natal in October over 11,000 men, women, and child- 
ren have been sent from our most crowded camps. ‘These families consist largely of 
the wives and children of men in the Guerilla bands or Commandoes, and of some who 
have made themselves objectionable to the Authorities and to the men who surrendered 
after Lord Kitchener’s address at the second meeting of the Burgher Peace Committee . 
in January, 1901. Of such, 3,032 have been sent to Merebank and Jacob Camps since 
the beginning of February, 1902. 

In consequence of the complicity of so many of the inmates of the Pietersburg 
camp in the raid which was made by Beyers’ Commando on that camp in January, the 
whole camp has been translocated to Colenso, in Natal. This movement reduces the 
number of Boer Refugees in this Colony by 2,847, 

As you are aware Major Goodwin resigned as General Superintendent, in March, 
1901, and you were pleased to call me from the camp at Standerton to fill the vacancy 
early in April. Mr. Papenfus, though appointed Superintendent at Heidelberg in 
February, 1901, was almost immediately called to Head Office by Major Goodwin as 
Assistant to the General Superintendent, and he did most excellent work in organising 
the Department in conjunction with Mr. W. M. Brown, who had been selected in 
Cape Town to have charge of the accounts under the style of Financial Controller. In 
ag Mr. Papenfus was appointed Resident Magistrate of the Special Criminal Court, 

retoria. 

Mr. Brown continued to hold the position of Financial controller until the end of 
November when he resigned, as his business affairs in Johannesburg demanded his 
Pree there. Special credit is due to this gentleman for the able manner in which 

e, in conjunction with Major Armstrong, Assistant Financial Adviser, and the Acting 
Auditor-General, organised the system of accounts of the Burgher Camps Department, 
which has proved so satisfactory in all respects. 

Mr. Fred Lance, hereinbefore mentioned as having been appointed to the Super- 
intendency of the camp at Belfast, was installed in Mr. Brown’s place, and he has 
proved himself capable in every way of managing the responsible duties of the office. 

~ Mr. John C. Lucas was appointed Buyer for the Department when it was found 
desirable to relieve the Director of Civil Supplies of that business on account of the 
enormous amount of work entailed. Whilst railway facilities were very small, as 
already described, and only food stuffs and medical comforts could be provided, the 
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supplies were confined to certain classes of goods, but when transport became available, 
and the requirements of the hospital, schools, sanitary departments, relief matrons’ 
departments, large outfits for the accommodation of nursing and general camp staff, 
and teachers, had to be provided for, it became necessary to have a well-organised 
buying department. ‘The work of this branch of the Head Office has been efficiently 
and well carried out under the management of Mr. Lucas. 

Mr. R. Moffat, my assistant, has.worked most assiduously, and is thoroughly con- 
versant with the general business of the Head Office, and has proved himself a very 
painstaking and efficient official. 

I make these remarks because I am about to retire from the service of the Burgher 
Camps, and desire to take this epee! of expressing my great obligations to these 
gentlemen and their subordinates as well as to the Superintendents of the various 
camps with their staffs for the faithful manner in which they have carried out their 
duties, and for their cheerful co-operation in all emergencies, as well a3 in ordinary 
routine work. I have confidence in are that the chief officials at Head Office and 
in the camps are por well qualified for the positions they hold, and I would 
= pee em to your kind consideration when the time comes for the dissolution of 

e camps. 

Not the least of the many difficulties which the Head Office has had to contend 
with all through is the unsuitability of so many men and women for the work which 
they are engaged to do. Constant changes were rendered necessary in most of the 
camps. Unsuitable clerks, doctors, or nurse3, were only ascertained to be so after due 
trial, during which time their work was inefficiently carried out and continued thus 
until other appointments could be made. Persons newly appointed had to be brought 
from the Coast, installed, and given time to know their work. The chief difficulty 
has arisen in connection with the nursing staff, and next with the medical staff. 
Tt was impossible to make a selection even if there had been the necessary se- 
lecting Officer or Committee at the coast, because the demand far exceeded the supply, 
and it was necessary to take the first applicants who had the necessary certificates of 
qualification. 

During the year:— 

13 Superintendents have been changed. 
2 Superintendents have died. 
94 Doctors have been engaged. 
47 Doctors have been discharged, or have resigned. 
217 Nurses have been engaged. 
85 Nurses have resigned or been discharged. 
106 Clerks of various grades have had to be discharged or have resigned. 


In order to improve the selection of nurses and other female employees, a Com- 
mittee of Ladies in Cape Town, of whom Mrs. King Lewis is Convener and Mrs. 
Thomson, Honorary Secretary, acting under the style of the Burgher Camps Female 
Employment Committee has been constituted. These ladies have been able, in the 
short time they have acted, to render valuable service to the Burgher Camps. They 
very kindly arranged to meet and find accommodation for the matrons and nursing 
sisters who arrived from England, during their stay in Cape Town, and have examined 
large numbers of candidates, who have come forward in answer to advertisements for 
nurses, cooks, house-keepers, &c. 


Principal Items of Expenditure for Year Ending 31st January, 1902. 
(Outside Reliefs and Equipment not included.) 
Rations and staff rations Estimating January, 1902, at £26,000... £232,750 


Medical Comforts——Estimating January, 1902, at £6,000... ... | 32,450 
- Clothing—Estimating January, 1902, at £2,000 ed - .-»- 13,200 
Staff pay... ee as is ip ¢ -_ oi ... 51,100 
Wages paid to Boer Refugees... we i bias hs ... _ 56,280 
Other charges 20,200 


Railage on stores and railway fares—Estimating A/Cs not yet rendered 


at £14,000, less credits £4,000 iv "a 43,500 


$449,480 


— 
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The actual cost cannot be ascertained at present, as accounts have not been 
rendered by the Ordnance Department, the Army Advance Medical Stores, sundry 
claims by the Army Service Corps, and a settlement of accounts with merchants at 
the Coast for January has not been completed. 

The question of providing huts, constructed of wood and iron or other material, 
has been fully gone into. This is an urgent matter on account of the certainty of 
another winter having to be encountered before the camps can be broken up. It 
has been decided to provide material for roofing and flooring, doors, and windows of 
5,000 huts to begin with. The huts will be 24 feet long by 14 feet wide outside 
measurement, and will have a dividing wall so as to make two apartments of equal 
size. The walls are to consist of bricks made by the Burghers. These will not be burnt, 
but will be used “ green.” The Burghers in camp will build the houses. The estimated 
cost will be £35 per hut. Hospital and school buildings are in hand in some camps, 
and large quantities of material are on order awaiting transport from the Coast, to 
enable all camps to be provided with proper shelter and accommodation before the 
winter sets in. 

Large numbers of young women are trained annually in the art of nursing the 
sick. The association of these with the trained nurses in the hospital, and in the out- 
patient matron’s staff, cannot fail to have a permanent beneficial effect on them, and 
when the time comes for them to return to their farms, they will have a valuable edu- 
cation and enlarged ideas to take with them. 

The practical effect of the establishment of the Burgher Camps and of the policy 
pursued by the management of them, will be to disillusion the women and children of | 
the distant farms of their most deeply seated eae and habits of thought in 
sa gi to the British, and to cause them to hold a more kindly opinion of them. It 

ill also wean them of many of their superstitions and antiquated customs, and make 
-them less susceptible to the wiles and inventions of those who have hitherto been able 
-to play upon their prejudices by representing Englishmen as the archenemy of man- 
-kind in general and of the Boer in particular. 

W. K. Tucker, 


General Superintendent. 
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No. 77. 
Mr. CHAMBERLAIN to Hicu Commissioner LORD MILNER. 
(Sent 1.30 p.m., April 2, 1902.) 
‘TELEGRAM. 


April2. No.1. My telegram, No. 5, 15th March.* Nurse Baker also sailed on 
“Avoca” for Natal. Sixteen nurses for Natal sailed on “ Britannic,” 25th March. 
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No. 78. 
Hicnu Commissioner LORD MILNER to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. 
(Received April 5, 1902.) 
[Copy to War Office, April 24,1902. LL.) 
(No. 280.) | 


High Commissioner’s Office, Johannesburg, 
Sir, March 14, 1902. 


I wave the honour to enclose for your information report for February of Port 
Elizabeth Refugee Camp. 
I have, &e., 


MILNER, 


High Commissioner. 





Enclosure 1 in No. 78. 


From Magor-Grenerat Commanding Cape Colony District to Minrrary SECRETARY 
to the Hicu Commissioner, Johannesburg. 


(No. RR/A/2032.) 


The Military Secretary to 
the High Commissioner, Johannesburg, 
Monruty report on the General Work of the Refugee Camp at Port Elizabeth is 
forwarded herewith, in accordance with instructions from Army headquarters, Pretoria, 


dated 16th November, 1901. 
| J. Heyman, Lieut.-Colonel, 


For Major-General Commanding Cape Colony District. 


The Castle, Cape Town, 
March 4, 1902. 





Boer Exile Camp, Port Elizabeth, 

Sir, February 27, 1902. 

I nave the honour to enclose Medical Officer’s sick report for month of February. 

The food supplied to the camp continues to be good, and [ have had no complaints, 

Boots have been bought from the canteen account and given away to people - 
requiring them. 

Three of the inmates of the men’s camp have been placed on parole during the 
month, and one man has arrived. 

I have the honour to enclose a return of the exiles in camp for the month. 

have, &c., 
W. H. Fenner, Captain, 
Commanding B.E.C., P.E. 


Te 
ll 
® No. 51. 
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The Pietersburg Camp has been wonderfully healthy since its transfer to Colenso. 
Only three deaths have occurred, two being twins prematurely born, and one child which 
was suffering from marasmus when it arriv 

Two railwa ere | es run from Merebank to the seaside three times a week, giving 
convalescents a day on the beach. 

This is much appreciated and helps their recovery. 


Sanitation.—Is being well attended to in all camps under Inspectors. 
Washing.—In all camps every facility is given for washing and bathing. 


Schools. —These are being very well attended. More buildings have been ordered, 
but owing to difficulty of conveyance by rail and the carpenters’ strike, some delay has 
taken place. At Howick a few women have been endeavouring to persuade parents not 
to let the children learn English. | intend moving them elsewhere. There are at 
ae about 3,300 children in the schools. At Merebank, 1,300; at Maritzburg, 650 ; 

owick, 670; and Colenso, 680. At Jacobs the school is just being started. Very 
shortly I expect at least 5,000 children in the various schools. 

At Merebank there are about 150 adults attending night classes. Under the 
management of the Young Men’s Christian Association, a series of lectures to crowded 
audiences has been given, Mr. A. W. Baker kindly giving his experiences in New 
Zealand, accompanied by Mr. G. P. Foss, lanterner. Matiy of the trained teachers have 
arrived. The local Staff has worked well, and great credit is due to Mr. Corbett and his 
Staff. The School Staffs are :— 


Ladysmith ... ees cde 0 oes aed 4 


Colenso nas eae at _ eae eS 16 
Howick ees bas see ihe *- ite 16 
‘Maritzburg.... ins ite rie vate ove 19 
Merebank ater is ate ‘a5 he wis 25 
Jacobs... wae ob rae pon a Pus 4 


Churches.—Religious services are conducted in each camp. 


Clothing.—A large order has been placed for Merebank Camp, after careful investi- 
tion by the Matron’s Committee. The Rev. Rousseau has also sent some money to be 
istributed among the poor. Many are now earning money, and can purchase for 
themselves. 
Food.—I have not had a single complaint. I have substituted an alternate ration 
of rice, onions and potatoes every other week, instead of all potatoes, the cost being the 
same. Brown bread is also issued where desired. 


Fuel_—A little difficulty has been experienced in getting trucks on the railway. 
Stores in each camp cause no trouble, and prices are the same as towns. 


Transport is working smoothly. At Ladysmith the cost of removing the families 
and all their baggage of miles was heavy. They brought down hundreds of tons of 
baggage, &e. 

Employment.—All classes are more readily obtaining employment. Several men 
have gone to farms and other situations. Girls have also gone out to service, and men 
have been largely employed on day work. They seem to work very well. I am frequently 
receiving applications for men to work. 


Conduct.—On the whole it is very good. There are bad characters in each camp. 
These I intend to collect; and pug together. Some of the women at Howick are especially 
bitter. I have a list of them for removal. 


General—The inmates of these camps are well treated all round. In fact, we are 
often accused of spoiling them, but many are getting very tired of camp life. 


Visits —Your Excellency has, I think, visited every camp during the month. 
I have also made several inspections. The Auditor has also been on his rounds. 
Dr. Hime has also visited all the camps. 


I have, &e., 
Tuos. K. Murray, 
To His Excellence General Superintendent of Burgher Camps. 
The esate of Natal. y 3 
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InrermM Report. 


| Timber Street, Pietermaritzburg, March 12, 1902. 

It is with great satisfaction that I report that there has been a steady and marked 
improvement in the health of the burghers in the Concentration Camps in this Colony. 

Owing to my being obliged to return suddenly to England in consequence of urgent 
private affairs, the necessary statistics for giving the full detail with regard to the health 
oo camps cannot be given in this report, but I hope to be able to do so in a later and 

ler report. 

Since I took on the duties of Medical Inspector of the Burgher Camps, I have been 
almost constantly engaged in personally inspecting them, my whole time being practically 
spent in the camps, or in the train from camp to camp. The only way to become familiar 
with the condition of the burghers, and the state of the camps, is by actual residence 
among them. In this way one not only has opportunity for observation of the state 
of affairs in the camps, but by conversation one can often learn of requirements which 
would not otherwise be easily detected. 

The provision for the burghers at Ladysmith is perhaps the best in the Colony. It 
is at the Military Station known as Tin Town, about 2 miles from Ladysmith, and the 
burghers are lodged in the corrugated iron huts, lined with wood, which were the quarters 
of British and other troops during the siege. 

The size of the rooms and the number of buildings is more than sufficient for many 
times the number of burghers at present in camp, so that there is no ground for over- 
crowding—one of the great evils of all camps. I think 25 persons per room should be 
taken as the standard. 

Thanks to the ingenious arrangements made for treating the river water, by Major 
Burnside and Colonel Sim, R.E., Officer Commanding, there is abundance of good water. 
The treatment of the water consists of raising it toa boiling temperature by injecting 
steam, and subsequently adding alum to the amount of almost six grains per gallon, to 
precipitate suspended matter in the water. This water, so teeta ad been in use by 
the cram for over a year—and with the best results—before the formation of the 
burgher camp. 

The exact amount of alum in the water as supplied for drinking has never been 
tested. It probably is but a small proportion of the whole, the larger ~ being combined 
with the precipitated matter. Through the kindness of Colonel Sim, R.E., I was supplied 
with samples of the sediment from the pipe, but not of the water as supplied for drikking, 
which I proposed getting analysed. I hors this interesting analysis will be made. 

For a considerable time before the arrival of the refugees at Tin Town the garrison 
had been in excellent health and free from enteric. 

There are excellent baths, wash-houses, and latrines, and also hospital accommodation. 

The surface of the ground is hard and smooth and even the slightest breeze keeps it 
swept clean. 

The Maritzburg Camp, with a population of almost 2,000, is situated on a splendid 
sloping ground, about one mile from the town. There is always a fresh breeze blowing, 
aid visitors from the town, which lies at a lower level, may well envy the advantage of 
site enjoyed by the refugees. 

The burghers here are quartered in tents, bell or marquee, or in huts with a wooden 
frame over which canvas is stretched, each hut having two rooms. In the case of 
large families, or where there are grown up sons and daughters, an additional room or 
bell tent is allowed for sleeping purposes. 

Up to about three weeks ago no hospital was required here, the sick having 
the advantage of being treated in the adjoining Military Hospital at Fort Napier, 
but recently the military authorities have had to discontinue this arrangement, and 
a small iron wood-lined hospital has been provided. This needs some rearrangement, 
and [ have given instructions with regard to this, and to the provision of marquees. 

The burghers have the same water as the townspeople, in practically unlimited 

quantity. The bread, like that of most of our camps, is baked in town. 
_ I think that, where possible (and a large number of the burghers unite in desiring 
it) they should be supplied with bread made of the so-called “ Boer meal” (corresponding 
to what is known in England as “second flour”) 'to which they have all been accustomed 
and which nearly all preter. 

The general condition of this camp is satisfactory. 

At Mooi River, about four hours by rail from Maritzburg, a site and the nucleus of 
a camp have been started, the central offices and lumber provided and water is being 
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laid on in pipes, so that it can gravitate over the whole site. The situation is on 
an elevated sloping ground, with magnificent views of the surrounding country and 
about threequarters of a mile from the railway station. The excellence of the situation 
may be judged by the fact that No, 4 Stationary Military Hospital is only a couple 
of miles away. 

Howick Camp, with nearly 3,000 occupants, is near the station of that name. There 
is a supply of good water, but it will be a decided advantage when traction is entirely 
unneeded in its distribution. I gave some necessary instructions about the hospital 
arrangements, and the limiting of the number of beds in each ward ; also as to the 
latrines and the changing of the site of tents from time to time. It should be a general 
practice to strike every tent in camps at least every fortnight, the tents being turned 
inside out and exposed to the sun, well brushed out and sprinkled with disinfectant, the 
floor also being disinfected. The bedding, &c., should be brought out into the sun and 
chlorated and insolated. These are most salutary, though simple, measures, and should 
be carefully attended to. 

I have given instructions that all tents from which an infected case has been taken 
to hospital are to be at once struck and disinfected. At Howick, as elsewhere, I 
also gave instructions as to the burning of all combustible refuse (and most domestic refuse 
is combustible more or less saaieels the old tins, bottles, &c., being all allowed to be 
heated in the burning mass. 

The great camp at Merebank (some 8,000 occu ants) with the newly formed one 
at Jacobs, about 24 miles away, and the Wentworth jaa which is being formed between 
them, constitute a remarkable demonstration of what. the experience, energy and 
generous expenditure provided for this purpose, can effect. Already over 13,000 men, 
women, and children, the population of a large town, are located in the valley, and are 
housed, fed, clothed and doctored, schooled and amused at the expense of the British, 
This one instance alone might surprise a person unacquainted with the facts, but this 
location is only one of the many in omit. Africa, in which some 150,000 refugees are- 
provided for. 

The site of these three camps is not altogether desirable, but the unlimited supply 
of fresh water, the same as is supplied to Durban, is in itself an advantage which over- 
shadows many drawbacks. 

The hospital arrangements in these three camps will be excellent (Wentworth is not 
yet complete). The tents here are of corrugated iron, 16 by 16 by 11 feet. 

The Eshowe Camp in Zululand, only contains 230 Boers, who are quartered in tents, 
and enjoy a large amount of freedom, 4,000 of the cattle being allowed to graze on the 
adjoining Government lands. The camp is very healthy. I gave instructions on several 
points requiring attention. 

The camp at Colenso contains the population of the former camp at Pietersburg 
in the Transvaal, some 3,000. It is well situated so far as its occupants are concerned, 
though there are other reasons connected with railway transport which will probably 
necessitate its removal to one of several sites [ have inspected. 

The medical officers are distinguished by their zeal and devotion to their duties, 
and are well supported by the nursing sisters. I have heard excellent reports of the 
Boer girls who are employed in several hospitals as probationers. 

The Medical and Nursing Staffs are rather shorthanded, but on my advice 20 nurses. 
and 6 more doctors have been sent from England, and will soon arrive. It is most 
desirable that only well-qualified medical men be employed, and their diplomas should be 
scrutinised, There are unscrupulous men without qualifications who would not hesitate. 
to represent themselves as being fully qualified. The same care should be exercised in 
selecting trained nurses. The sick need the care of skilled nurses, with willing learners 
under them to help. The higher the standard of skill the better the results. The 
care of the sick is the most expensive item in the administration, and the one which, in 
a certain sense, one contemplates with least satisfaction. The fewer the sick the greater 
the general comfort and the happiness of the population. 

Money spent wisely in preventing disease pays manifold interest in saving of outlay 
= ies Saites and nurses ; in saving of sickness and sorrow, and above all in saving” 
of life. 

Txos. Wuiresiwe Hine, B.A., MD! oi, 
sie Ro Burgher Camps, 
atal, 
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for the following doctors required in the Orange River Colony refugee 
camp. 

Glen Liston, address Netley, salary £800 per annum. 

Target Adams of Barsted, Maidstone, salary £600 per annum. 

rling, 12, Antigua Street, Edinburgh, salary £600 per annum. 

If either of these cannot come request C. Porter, Assistant Medical 
Officer Health, Leith, Scotland, salary £600 per annum. If this cannot 
be obtained please procure good and reliable substitute : medical fitness 
necessary ; all to sign agreement to remain on at least six months. 
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No. 85. 


Hicn Commissioner LORD MILNER to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. 
(Received 3.42 p.m., April 12, 1902.) 
TELEGRAM, 
April 12. No. 346. My telegram, No. 248, 12th March.* Concentration camp 


statistics from 1st March to 29th arch, as follows:— 

Transvaal. Men, (?) 10,662; women, 19,546; children, 22,363. Deaths, men, 
24; women, 36; children, 95. 

Orange River Colony. Men, 6,528; women, 14,946; children, 16,467. Deaths, 
men, 23; women, 60; children, 96. 

Natal. Men, 3,010; women, 8,400; children, 9,311. Deaths, men, 7; women, 
12; children, 49. 


Cape Colony. Men, 21; women, 59; children, 195. Deaths, nil. 
Compiled from weekly telegram. 


st EE 
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No. 85a. 


Mr. CHAMBERLAIN to Hicu CommissionER ‘LORD MILNER. 


[Answered by No. 126.] 
(No. 443.) 


My Lorp, Downing Street, April 12, 1902. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit to you the accompanying copy of a despatch} 
from the Governor of Natal respecting the high rates charged in the military bills 
for supplies for the Concentration Camps in Natal, and to request that you will be 
exe enough to furnish me with a statement showing how the present prices in the 


ransvaal and Orange River Colony Camps compare with the prices charged in the 
case of the Natal Camps. 
I have, &c., 


J. CHAMBERLAIN. 
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No. 86. 


Governor Sir H. E. McCALLUM to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. 
(Received April 14, 1902.) 


[Copy to War Office, April 30. LA.) 
(No. 81.) : 


Sir, Government House, Pietermaritzburg, Natal, March 18, 1902. 

I wave the honour to inform you that on 6th J anuary last His Excellency the 
Administrator of the Transvaal issued a proclamation (No. 2, of 1902) making Regu- 
lations for the good order and Government of the Burgher Refugee Camps in that 
Colony and for preserving the health of persons residing therein. 

2. As the Regulations in question were excellent as far as they went and as | 
penal provisions were provided for their enforcement, I consulted my Attorney- | 











* No. 46. t No. 71a. 
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General as to the procedure under which the existing regulations in the Burgher 
Camps, Natal, could be supplemented. 

3. Having received from him a minute (copy enclosed), I addressed a despatch 
to the High Commissioner (copy enclosed) proposing that the Regulations for Burgher 
Camps, Natal, should be issued under Martial Law and that the Civil Authorities 
should be asked to provide prison accommodation, if necessary, on payment. 

4. I enclose copy of Lord Milner’s reply and minute by the Attorney-General 
objecting to the Civil Authorities having anything to do with the matter. | 

5. The necessary proclamation was therefore prepared in this department em- 
bodying all the Regulations required (copy enclosed), it was then submitted to the 
General Officer Commanding and, with his approval, came into force under Martial 
Law on 13th instant. 

I have, &c., 


HENRY McCALLUM. 





Enclosure 1 in No. 86. 


ATTORNEY-GENERAL to GOVERNOR. 
His EXce.ency, January 21, 1902. 

I soutp like to peruse the papers creating these Burgher Refugee Camps in 
Natal. I take it they are purely established and kept up by and under Military rule. 
If that be so I would suggest that Rules and Regulations similar to those referred to 
be issued by the Commandant in the District or Districts within which these Cam 
are situated. These Regulations should either be issued by Commandants on the 
ee of the Commander-in-Chief or better still, nctially issued direct from the 
atter. . 
2. So far as I am at present informed the Civil Authorities have no power over 
these Camps. ; 

3. The matter might be referred to the Administrator as well as to the Com- 
mander-in-Chief, and the same Regulations, mutatis mutandis, made applicable to all 
such Camps. : 

G. A. DE Roquerven Lasistour, 
Attorney-General. 
January 21, 1902. 





Enclosure 2 in No. 86. 
Governor, Natal, to High Commissioner. 


(Natal. No. 36.) 
Government House, Pietermaritzburg, Natal, 
My Lorp, January 24, 1902. 
REFERRING to Transvaal Proclamation, No. 2, of 1902, I have the honour to 
forward copy of Minute by the Attorney-General, whom I consulted relative to the 
possibility of the same regulations being applied to the Burgher Camps in this Colony. 

2. At the present moment the only offences for which inmates can be prose- 
cuted are those provided for in the Statute Law of the Colony, ‘and those are dealt 
with by the Civil Magistrates. 

3. As the Colonial Government have no onsibility in connection with these 
camps, and as they were handed over to me for administration by the Commander-in- 
Chief, and as, moreover, the Military Authorities have still to be consulted as to the 
movements of the inmates, I beg to pecs that they should still nominally be under 
the jurisdiction of the Commander-in-Chief, and that I be merely regarded as a Military 
Agent for carrying out the duties of their administration. 

4. Under such conditions I conceive that the rules and regulations could be 
introduced under Martial Law, the Civil Authorities being asked to provide prison 
accommodation, if necessary, on payment. 


I have, &c., 
Henry McCativo. 
His Excellency 
The Lord Milner, G.C.B., G.C.M.G.., 
&e., &e., &e., 


Johannesburg. 





12179 ae 


: 170 


Enclosure 3 in No. 86. 


Hicn Commissioner to Governor, Natal. 
(Natal. No. 4.) 


Sir, High Commissioner’s Office, J ohannesburg, January 28, 1902. 
Wirs reference to your despatch, No. 36, of 24th J cat I agree with your 
proposals. I think that same regulations as will exist in Transvaal Camps 
should be issued for Natal either b the Commander-in-Chief or by the local General 
Officer Commanding under Martial Law. The only point is whether you will agree 
that the Resident Magistrates should form a Court of npc I enclose a copy of a 
para ie in the proposed Cape Colony regulations on the subject. It would also be 
useful if the Camp Superintendents could be made Justices of the Peace. This ia 
being done in the Cape Colony. 


T have, &c., 
MILNER, 
High Commissioner. 
His Excellency 
Sir Henry McCallum, K.C.M.G., 
ec. 


’ 


x &e., 
Governor of Natal. 





Extract referred to. 


10. When and as often as the said Superintendent imposes a sentence on any 
person convicted before him exceeding a fine of two pounds, or imprisonment for four- 
teen days, he shall forthwith forward the evidence taken by him against such person 
to the Resident Magistrate of the District, who shall have the power, and he is hereby 
authorized to exercise such power, of confirming, reducing or quashing such sentence 
as may appear to him right. 





Enclosure 4 in No. 86. 
ATTORNEY-GENERAL to GOVERNOR. 


(Minute.) 

Your EXceLLency, 

I am adverse to allowing the Magistrates or civil authorities to have a say in 
these matters. The appeal should be to the local General Officer Commanding, and 
from him to the Commander-in-Chief. 

What is the object of making the Superintendents Justices of the Peace? Justices 
of the Peace have somewhat wide powers in Natal. At the same time the Super- 
intendents will practically be in the position of a Magistrate. I see no objection. 
See Order 6/46. 

G. A: DE Roquervem Lasistour, 
Attorney-General. 


February 3, 1902. 





Enclosure 5 in No. 86. 
PROCLAMATION UNDER MarTIAL Law. 


Whereas it is desirable to make regulations for the good order and government of 
the Burgher Camps in Natal and for preserving the health of the persons residing 
therein : 

Now, therefore, by virtue of the authority in me vested, I do hereby declare, 
proclaim, and make known as follows :— M Poi 

1. It shall be lawful for the General Superintendent, Natal, from time ‘to time 
to make regulations for preventing the spread of contagious and infectious diseases in 
the Burgher Camps, and for preserving the health of the persons residing therein, and 
for the maintenance of good order and proper control of all persons in the said Burgher 
Camps. "eares 
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2. The suid regulations shall be published, with the consent of the Governor of 
Natal, and on such publication shall be of full force and effect within the said Camps; 
and any person convicted of contravening any such regulation shall be liable to a fine 
not cseeg: five pounds, and in default of payment to imprisonment with or without 
hard labour for a period not exceeding one month. 

_3. The Superintendent of each of ‘the said Camps shall have and enjoy and be 
at liberty to exercise within such camp over and in respect to any person contravening 
therein any of the aforesaid regulations the same jurisdiction, power, and authority 
a3 if he were the Resident Magistrate of the District in which such contravention 
Was committed. 

4. If any proceeding relative to the prosecution of any kieiig be comes] before 
any Superintendent of a Burgher Camp under this Proclamation the form of summons 
to be served shall be as nearly as possible as follows :— 


NOTICE. 
To A. B. 
You are hereby commanded to appear before me at | 
on the day of , at o'clock, to answer 
to the charge of contravening Regulation No. , in that. you did (here state 
Shortly the facts constituting the contravention). 
it. (Signed)  C. D. SuPERINTENDENT. 
a 


and the form of summons for compelling the attendance of any person to give evidence 
to any such proceeding, shall be as nearly as possible as follows :— 


NOTICE. 
To C. D. 

You are hereby commanded to appear in person before me at ; 
on the day of next, at o'clock, 
to testify and declare all that you know with respect to a charge against A. B. for con- 
travening (here state the charge). 


5. The aforesaid notices shall be signed by the Superintendent, and served 
Eosonally on the persons summoned ‘by any person appointed thereto by the said 

uperintendent. 

__ 6. Tfany person summoned as aforesaid to appear before the said Pi a aa 

fails to do so, the said Superintendent may impose on him a fine for his default not ex- 
ceeding one pound; and for non-payment may commit such person to the gaol of the 
district for a period not exceeding seven days. 

7. The form and manner of procedure and the rules of evidence in all cases heard 
by the Superintendent shall be as near as possible according to the laws and rules regu- 
lating the practice, form and manner of procedure and rules of evidence in the Courts 
of the Resident Magistrates in Natal. | 

8. The said Superintendent, acting under this Proclamation, shall have full power 
and authority upon the conviction of any person by and before him, by warrant under 
his hand, to commit such person to the nearest gaol or lock-up, to be there safely kept 
a he = have undergone the punishment awarded, or shall be otherwise lawfully 

arged. 

oe eWhet and as often as the said Superintendent, in the exercise of his juris- 
diction under this Proclamation, imposes a sentence on any person convicted before 
him exceeding a fine of two pounds or imprisonment for fourteen days he shall forth- 
with forward the evidence i by him against such person to the Officer id- 
ing that District, who shall have the power, and he is hereby authorised to exercise 
ane power, of confirming, reducing, or quashing such sentence a3 may appear to him 

10. It shall be lawful for the Superintendent of any Camp to requisition the 
services of any male inmate for such work as he may consider necessary to be under- 
taken for the proper carrying out of this Proclamation and the Regulations made 
thereunder. . 

11. Any person refusing to comply with any requisitioning order issued by the 
Superintendent under this section shall be liable to a fine not exceeding two pounds, 
and in default of payment to imprisonment, with or without hard labour, for a period 
not exceeding a fortnight. 


12179 | v2 
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Now therefore, be it hereby made known to all the inmates of the Burgher ea 

within this Colony that in terms of the provisions of the aforesaid Proclamation, the 

following rules and regulations have been issued, and shall be of full force and effect 

within the said Burgher Camps :— . 

1. The following acts, matters, and things are prohibited :— 

ettn* a) The re pastas, Pee throwing of slops, filthy water, urine, excreta, or refuse 

: of any other kind on the ground or within the precincts of the Camp, or in 

any-other but the places indicated and set aside for this purpose by the 
Superintendent of the said Camp or his subordinates. 

(b) The relieving of nature in any other place or places than those specially 

set apart and indicated for that purpose, or defiling such places in any 


way. 

(c) The wilful destruction of any tents, utensils, bedding, clothing, fencing, 
gardens, plantations, or other property belonging to His Majesty's Govern- 
ment, intended for the use of the inmates of any Camp, or the wilful des- 
truction of any property of whatsoever kind belonging to or in the lawful 
Bi saciopa of any of the inmates of the said Camp. 

(d) Trespassing in the hospitals, wards, or any other place or places intended 
for the sole use of the Superintendent or other Officials of the Camp. 

(e) The washing of clothes, soiled linen, cutlery, or cooking utensils, in any 
other place or places than those indicated and set apart for that purpose 
by the Superintendent or his subordinates. . 

(f) The giving of medicines, liquids or solids, or any kind of food to any patient 
or patients in the Hospitals or Wards, and which patient or patients are 
under the charge and care of the. Medical Officer of the Camp, without 
the previous permission of the Medical Officer having been obtained. 

(g) oe open of lids of receptacles for refuse, &c., which should always be 
carefully replaced. f 

(h) Drying of clothes in any other place or places than those indicated and se 
apart for that purpose by the Superintendent or his subordinates. 

(i) Wasting of water and turning on of water-taps to run to waste. 

) Fouling of Bathrooms or using same for any other purpose. ae 

(k) Going near any Military Camp, Rifle Range, Store, Railway. Line, or 
Station, without special permission. 

(1) Leaving Camps without permission, or visiting other Camps without a pass 
from the Superintendent. 

(m) Returning to the Camps after sunset, or leaving same before 9 a.m, without. 
special permission. 

n) The burning of lights of any sort after 10 p.m., except in cases of sickness. » 

0) Trespassing outside their own lines after 10 p.m., or single men leaving 
their quarters after that time. ate 

(p) Bringing Spirits into the Camps, except for sickness and with permission 
from the Superintendent. 

(q) Bathing at any place not set apart for that purpose. 

5 Posting letters, which must be properly ae and unclosed, at any other 

lace than the Camp Post-box. | 

(s) Using any language or taking part in any acts to cause disturbance in the 

ps. | | 
2. It shall be lawful for the Superintendent of the Camp or any other person 
appointed by him to this end, on the certificate of the Medical Officer of 
such Camp, to order the removal of any patient or sick person to the Hospital, or other 
place set apart for this purpose within the Camp, and any person receiving any order 
to effect such removal shall comply therewith, and anyone within the Camp obstruct- 
ing any such Superintendent, his nominee, or the Medical Officer, in the removal of 
any such patient or sick person to such Hospital or Ward shall be deemed to have 
contravened this regulation, and shall be; liable to the punishments set forth in the 
aforegoing Proclamation. 
4 a is incumbent upon inmates of the Camp to report to the Superintendent of 
the said Camp, or to his nominee, all cases of death, birth, or illness within the said 


4. All persons residing in these Camps must do what Camp duties are required 
of them. Heads of families must be responsible for their Houses and surroundings; 
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all must do what they can to keep the Camps clean and healthy, and report any con- 
travention of these ne, oases to the Superintendent or his nominee. 
By Order of the General Officer Commanding, Natal, 


Tuos. K. Murray, 
me General Superintendent Burgher Camps. 
Pietermaritzburg, March 13, 1902. 





14886. 
No. 87. 
_ Hicn Commissioner LORD MILNER to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN, 
(Received April 14, 1902.) 
[Copy to War Office, Apri! 23,1902. LF.) 
(No, 304.) 


High Commissioner’s Office, Johannesburg, 
“Sir, March 21, 1902. 
Wiru reference to my despatch No. 246, of March 7th,* I have the honour to 
-enclose for your information a copy of documents on the subject of Boer Concentration 


‘Camps in Transvaal and Natal. 
. I have, &c., 
MILNER, 
High Commissioner. 


Enclosure 1 in No. 87. 
From Governor, Natal, Pietermaritzburg, to Hien Commissioner, Johannesburg. 
TELEGRAM. 


March 13. No.3. Death rate in Natal camps for the whole of February, about 
worst month of year, works out to 41 decimal 34 per thousand per annum, or 
much less than Calcutta or Madras. 





Enclosure 2 in No. 87. 
From Governor, Pietermaritzburg, to Hicu Commissroner, Johannesburg. 
TELEGRAM. | 


March 13. No. 2. Referring to Reuter’s telegram, London, March 11th, on 
subject of German contribution to Boer Refugee Camps, do you see any objection 
to my suggesting to Ministers that as inmates are supplied with all that is necessary 
they cannot regard such contributions as Imperial stores but as voluntary luxuries, and 
that they cannot therefore admit any intended for Natal free of duty ? 





Enclosure 3 in No. 87. 
From the Hicu Commissioner to the Governor, Natal. 
TELEGRAM. 3 


March 13th. No. 13. Your telegram No. 2 of March'13. Foreign contributions 
to camps, so far as Transvaal and Orange River Colony are concerned, will continue at 
request of Secretary of State to be admitted duty free and free of freight from port of 
‘disembarkation. ‘ foresee difficulties if a different practice is adopted in Coast Colonies. 
But it isa matter which must rest entirely with your Ministers. 


— 





* No. 74. 
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Enclosure 4 in No, 87. 
From Governor, Natal, Pietermaritzburg, to Hicn Commissioner, Johannesburg. 
TELEGRAM. 


14th March, No. 1. Your telegram, March 13th, No, 13. If question arises, I 
en tee circumstances mentioned urge uniformity so that difficulties may be 
avoided. | 


Enclosure 5 in No. 87. 
Governor, Natal, to Higu Commissioner. 


: . Government House, 
(Natal. No. 89.) Pietermaritzburg, Natal, 
: March 13, 1902. 


(See enclosure in No. 79.) 


Enclosure 6 in No. 87. 
Governor, Natal, to High Commissioner. 


(Natal, No. 90.) 7 
Government House, Pietermaritzburg, Natal, 
My Lorn, | March 13, 1902. 

I nave the honour to forward copy of correspondence relative to the arrest of seven 
young Boers in the Merebank Camp, who had made all preparations for decamping and 
joining commandoes in the field. 

2. They have been handed over to Commandant, Durban. 

| I have, &e., 

Henry McCatium. 
His Excellence 
The | Milner, G.C.B., G.C.M.G., &e., 
Johannesburg. 





SUPERINTENDENT, Merebank Camp, to GENERAL SupERINTENDENT, Burgher Camps. 
TELEGRAM. 


10th March, 1902. Am sending this afternoon to Commandant, Durban, seyen male 
refugees whom [arrested this day, they having arranged to decampand try and join Boer 
Commandoes. 





(Memorandum. ) 
- SUPERINTENDENT, Merebank Camp, to GENERAL SuPEeRINTENDENT, Burgher Camps. 


GENERAL SUPERINTENDENT, 
Burgher Camps, Natal, Pietermaritzburg, 
10th March, 1902. Confirming my wire 452 of this date, I now enclose a copy of 
report sent to Commandant, Durban, in connection with the affair. 
H. M. Bousrierp, 
Superintendent. 


SupermTeNDENT, Merebank Camp, to Commanpant, Durban. 
OCoMMANDANT, 


Nn, 
10th March, 1902. Pursuant with my wire 450 of this date, relative ‘to seven 
oung men that I arrested on a charge of intending to decamp and try and join the Boer 
mmandoes, I have to report as follows :— 
The matter having been brought to my notice I had them arrested and charged them 
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with the fact; they one and all individually admitted that such action was their 
determined intention. I further took possession of certain stores that they had accumulated 
for travelling purposes. They stated they intended making for Greytown way. 

* You will notice the youthfulness of two or three of them ; they apparently did 
not realise the seriousness of the offence ; Rossow’s demeanour was one of : 

I enclose a list giving a few particulars concerning two or three. 

I am convinced the action of these youths is the outcome of the manner in which 
‘several very bitter and anti-British older and elderly men give vent to their feelings 
among their fellow folk in the camp, and who are, of course, “ very sweet” when having 
anything to do with me. | 

It is only due to the Fathers Rocher, Rossow, Balt and de Rey to say that the 
assisted peremptorily in squashing the move, but I could not let such an act go sriachienlls 
-as this camp is particularly well soaked with rabid and strong British haters ; therefore I 
‘sent them in to you, and was glad to get them away without a scene. | 

H. M. Bousrierp, 
Superintendent. 





Enclosure 7 in No. 87. ios 
Governor, Natal, to High ComMIssIONER. 


(Natal. No. 92.) : 
Government House, Pietermaritzburg, Natal, _ 
My Lorp, March 15, 1902. 

I nave the honour to inform you that, subject to your approval, I have increased 
the salary of Sir Thomas Murray, General Superintendent, Burgher Camps, to three 
guineas per diem, to take effect from 1st instant. 

2. When the arrangement was originally made with the Military Governor, 

Pretoria, to give Sir Thomas Murray two pounds per diem, there was no idea that the 
responsibilities would be so great nor the numbers so large. Sir Thomas Murray’s 
knowledge of Dutch, his previous practical experience of administration, and his business- 
‘like qualifications have made him invaluable to me as my executive officer. His personal 
hard work has enabled me to dispense with heads of departments, and it is mainly 
-due to his exertions and watchfulness that the large savings are being effected as reported 
in my despatch to the Military Governor, No. 91, of 14th instant, copy of which is being 
sent you to-day in my letter No. 94. 

3. I notice from telegram sent by Sir Walter Hely-Hutchinson to Mr. M. M. Loubser, 
dated 16th December, the remuneration offered to that gentleman as General Superinten-_ 
-dent, Cape Colony, is three guineas per diem. | 

| I have, &c., sehen 
- Henry McCatium. 
His Excellency | 
The Right Honourable . hanes 


The Lord Milner, 
&e., &e. 





| 
: | 
Enclosure 8 in No. 87. | 
Governor, Natal, to Hicu Cokatneianan: 


(Natal. No. 94.) | . ’ 
| Government House, Pietermaritzburg, Natal, 
My -Lorp, | March 15, 1902. - 
I wAveE the honour to transmit to your Lordship the document specified in the. 
-annexed schedule. om | ew ad 4 
I have, &c., | 


Henry Mocaxrtn 
-His Excellency © | is 
_. The Lord. Milner, G.C.B., G.C.M.G., 
&e., &e., &e., 


Johannesburg. 





Le ~ ° 


’ calculations 
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SCHEDULE. 


14th March, 1902. Copy of despateb, Governor to Military Governor, Pretoria. 
Natal Burgher Camps—Saving effected by Civil Contracts. 





Governor, Natal, to Minrrary Governor, Pretoria. 


Government House, 
Pietermaritzburg, Natal, 
(Natal. No. 91.) 

Sir, March 14, 1902. 
In continuation of my despatch No. 66 of 26th February, I have had worked 
out the difference of cost for the month of January between the military and civil rates 

for burgher camps in respect to the specific articles referred to in that despatch. 
2. In the Military Bills for October and November last, before civil arrangements 
came into £ pee meat is charged for uniformly as fresh at 10d. per lb. In the 
have assumed that were the military now supplying us they would only 
ponds half fresh at 10d. per Ib. and half frozen at 5d. I am myself providing entirely 

ozen at 43d. per lb., whereas the new Army Contract is, 1 understand, 54d per Ib.. 

_ 8. Even with this reduction, I find from returns enclosed that the cost at Military 
charges would have been £13,255 14s. 1ld., whereas at civil rates it amounts to 
£7,177 2s. 8d. only, showing a saving of £6,078 12s. 3d. or about 454 per cent. 

4, The average number in camp during the month of January was 12,200, so that 
the saving in these items amounts to no less than 9s. 114d. per head. 

5. hen the camps are complete at the end of this month and number 26,000, the 
saving will amount to no less than £12,945 16s. 8d. per mensem, or £155,350 per 


annum. 
I have, &c., 
Henry McCauuium. 


retoria. 


The pay, Governor, &c., 





Taste or Comparison ror tHe Mon'ru or January, 1902. 
Merebank Camp. 


Amount consumed 
’ in lbs. and ozs. 













Cost at Cost at prices 


Saving effected at 
military charges. now paid. 


present prices. 















Ibs. oz. Se a x th. Ge wee Br a 

Bisel as ewe AREROC ID 1545 9 9 643.19 1 901 10 8 
Medic cc wt fd OND 87 7 5 56 9 | 30.183 4 
Fresh Meat ... ..  -»{ 81,902 3, | 2,559 8 9 | 166812 8 895 16 1 
Rdg ee Fe ae 9,294 2 580 17 8 217 16 8 363 1 0 
SE er Sa 4,864 15 4010 9 ¥ 328 349 1 
Bagh ce ce cee) BEE 319 13 8 119 17 7 199 16 1 
Condensed Milk ... «| 19,881 7 497 0 7 365 17 4 131° 3. 3 
Potatoes ths ce 7 73,693 0 614 2 2 oe Uk ld 307 11 
Wohl ia kee | sah SOROS 536 7 2 299 6 2 237, 1 0 
cide, iene 2,437 5 81 5 0 43 3 3 38 1 9 
Totals ... ...| 886,559 3 | 6862 211 | 3,723 4 7 | 313818 4 





395 tons 15 ewts. 79 lbs. 
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Water supply.—The present supply is from wells in the town and vicinity, some of 
which are good but some suspicious. It is desirable to have water laid on from the town 
springs near the railway station, distant about 2,000 yards. The water there is of 
excellent quality, and can be conveyed by gravitation into camp, no pump being 
necessary. This work will be very beneficial. Estimated flow of water 60 gallons per 
minute. 

Sanitation. —There is a fair number of latrines, proportion being one for every eleven 

ons. Some of the seats were rather dirty, but the whole of the pails were disinfected 
and appeared to be regularly emptied. Wooden slop kits are in use here. These should 
be done away and galvanized slop buckets introduced, one to every four tents, Ashbins 
are in use and appear to be properly attended to. 

Under present circumstances this is a difficult camp to keep in order, and, considering 
the difficulties, good work has been done. On the re-arrangement ot the camp, the 
work will be more easily supervised, and better results obtainable. The ventilation and 
number of latrines (increased to 1 for 10 persons) should be attended to in construction 
of new camp. ‘The present camp is clean. 

Schools.—The schools are at present in buildings, but an outside site has been 
selected to west of camp for future work. 

Hospital—The hospital consists of the Transvaal Hotel and adjoining buildings, 
which appear to be suitable for the purpose. It is not proposed at present to remove the 
hospital to a different site. 7 

A Thresh’s steam disinfector should be forwarded for general use. 

Requirements.—Two tumbler slop carts, two tip carts, 100 gallon slop pails, one 
Thresh’s steam disinfector. The above will be indented for by Superintendent. 


W. F. Curry, 
Association Sanitary Inspector. 
5th February, 1902. 





Sanitary Inspecror’s Report. 


| Burgher Camp, Barberton, February 7, 1902. 

Site of Camp.—The site of this camp has been well chosen. It is well drained and 
in good condition. 

Sanitation.—Sanitary measures taken here are good. All ashes, slop water, latrine 
contents, &c., are taken away from outside the camps. In itself, the camp is the cleanest 
I have yet seen, both as to latrines, &c., and generally. The slops are emptied into 
wooden barrels. These are, however, situate outside the fence, and it will suffice in this 
instance if the barrels are tarred inside and out to prevent soakage. Everything 
appears scrupulously clean. 

Hospital_—The hospital is well gene There are only three cases of enteric and 
one of scarlatina. In the latter case the Medical Officer of Health intends burning all 
infected clothing, &e., so as to minimise the risk of infection. A steam disinfector is 
desirable. Destruction of clothing would then be unnecessary. 

Water Supply.—The water supply is good. 

Schools.—Schools are held in a large building. 

Requirements.—One steam disintector. 

[ have, &e., 
W. F. Curry, 
(Assoc. San. Inst.). 


Report By Sanrrary INspecror. 


Burgher Camp, Heidelburg, February 15, 1902. 
Site.—This camp has until quite recently been divided into three portions, the most 
southerly of which has been practically abandoned, and the people moved into Camps “ 2” 
and “ 3,” which are about 200 or 300 Nat apart, divided by a spruit. 
; The site is very healthy and wel drained, No. 3 Camp being entirely composed of 
marquees appears to advantage in comparison with No, 2, 
Water Supply.—Water supply is good in quality and sufficient in quantity. It can 
be augmented if necessary at little cost. At present the hospital 1s supplied by water 
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barrel, but as there is a sufficient head of water from storage, it can be conveyed 
directly by means of pipes. These will be indented for by your Superintendent. 

The Medical Officer of Health is satisfied as to the quality of the water supply and 
thinks boiling unnecessary. 

Sanitation.—Population of camp is 2,203 and number of latrine seats 98, giving an 
average of only one seat to every 22 people. The number of latrines should be increased 
to one seat for every ten persons. 

Some of the pails, used to contain the night-soil and urine from the tents, were 
overflowing, and the filth soaking into the ground. Most of the pails were dirty and all 
require daily disinfecting. 

At present disinfectants are only used every other day. The entrance to latrines are 
uncovered and the urine pails, &e., standing there are exposed to the rays of the sun, 
This should be amended. A concrete flooring should be pees beneath the seats, so that 
the latrine pails may be placed on a proper level and position, and allow of proper 
cleansing. Slop pails are being used in the camp and a number of dust-bins are in course 
of erection. Bell tents should have one pail to every four tents, and marquees one each, 

The ash deposit is close to camp. This should be altered and ashes removed to 
deposit for slops, &e., about one mile away. 

Some of the streets were untidy, partly owing in my opinion to the proximity of the 
deposit and partly to want of attention ; others on the contrary appeared very clean. 
“y boy or two set on daily to gather up scraps of paper, tins, &c., would be found 

eneficial. | 

There area great number of fowls in camp. It would be advisable to insist upon 
the erection of fowl runs outside the camp, as in some instances there is a strong smell 
from the coops. 

There are a number of sod-houses cccupied by the people. These are, I understand, 
condemned already, and tents are on order to house the people living in them. These 
Should be forwarded as early as possible, so that the unsuitable and insanitary sod-huts 
may be demolished, and tents, or wood and iron houses, substituted. 

Hospital.—The hospital has until the present been unenclosed, but fencing is to 
hand, ind will shortly be erected. 

A better cremator for stools is desirable, and Superintendent will erect one according 
to the instructions of the Medical Officer of Health. 

There are 24 cases of enteric reported, and it is necessary that proper means for 
disinfection should be available. A steam disinfector is desirable. 


Baths.—Shower baths are in use here, and appear to be much appreciated by the 
people, The washing place is at the low end of the camp, and consists of a pond, which 
is freshly filled nightly. 

General.—In order to increase the cleanliness of the camp, the Superintendent 
_ proposes to place a responsible man in charge, and [ have no doubt that with increased 
facilities and attention, the results in the future will be much better than at present. 


Requirements—Daily disinfecting of latrine pails and cleansing when necessary. 
Supply of tents and material already indented ‘or in order to re-house people now in 
tents. Removal of ashes and rubbish to greater distance from camp. Water supply by 
pipe to hospital ; also cremator and disinfector for same. Increased number of seats in 
latrines with better construction and adaptation. Removal of fowls to runs outside of 
camp. All materials necessary will be indented for by your Superintendent, Mr. Allison. 


W. F. Curry, 
Associate of Sanitary Institute. 





Report py Sanitary [nspecror. 


Johannesburg Camp, 
February 17, 1902. 

The site of Camp is very healthy and suitable for the purpose used ; itis on slightly 
sloping ground, well drained. 

he water supply is from the town mains, and is of good quality. 

Sanitation.—The Camp is clean and kept in good order. The ash-bins and slop 
receptacles should be placed at the outside of the rows of tents, so that earting and 
removal of slops amongst the tents would be avoided, The slop tanks in themselves are 

12179 2B 
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unwieldy and require to be emptied by buckets. No more of this class should be used 
for this purpose, it being desirable that no utensils of this sort be used which cannot be 
emptied directly into the slop-carts. 

The latrines are insufficient in number, there being only one seat for every 13 
persons. Most of the pails were full at mid-day, some of them overflowing. The 
provision of one seat to every 10 persons would I believe remedy this defect. 

Jt is also necessary that the portion of the grounds immediately below the seats 
should be conereted, and the surface raised sufficiently so as to bring the latrine bucket 
close up to the seat and on a level surface. At the time of my inspection, it was vere 
noticeable that owing to the distance between the seat and bucket the ground was foule 
by urine, Buckets for night slops from tents should be freely used. Additional latrines 
are necessary for the “ stables.” 

Hospital—The Hospitals are in very good order, and suitable for the purpose, but it 
is desirable that the cremator be removed to a greater distance. The fumes from it 
cannot be beneficial to any sick persons. This should be done without delay, there being 
no more risk in removing the stools further away than at present. A steam disinfector 
is also desirable. 

Baths.—Drainage from baths should be piped and not allowed to run into hollow 
ground in furrow. 

Schools—The Schools are carried on in the Grand Stand, which is quite open to 
fresh air, but whether suitable for winter is a matter for enquiry. It is quite suitable at 
the present time, as far as health is concerned. 

Dumping Grounds.—The ashes and rubbish from the camp are at present being 
deposited amongst the trees at the eastern end of the camp. They are well spread and the 
deposit is unobjectionable. 

Requirements.—Additional latrine accommodation increase one to ten persons. 
Remove ash-bins and slop-tanks to outside of camp. Build new cremator further away 
from hospital and provide steam disinfector. 


W. F. Curry, 


Assoc. San. Inst. 





Report spy Sanirary L[yspecror. 


Burgher Camp, Krugersdorp, 
: February 19, 192. 


Since my visit in December last the site of che camp has beea greatly extended, more 
room being given between tents. 

The camp is clean and well looked after, but the number of latrine seats is insufficient ; 
number of seats is as given me by the Superintendent, 230, being 1 for every 15 persons. 
In addition to this, there are 110 extra pails in same latrines. These should, for the 
greater part, be removed and placed in separate latrines, thus giving greater facilities to 
the people. 

The additional number of pails gives a proportion of about 1 in 12. This should be 
increased to 1 in 10, a proportion which experience during my visit round the several 
camps has shown to be necessary. 

The seats and latrines generally were clean and in good condition. 

Water Supply.—T wo ot the wells have been puddled round and all of them have had the 
walls raised to prevent surface pollution. Ashes are still being deposited on the same side of 
the camp from which the water is taken. Taking into consideration the fact that enteric 
eases have increased since my last report, also that pollution of the wells is possible from 
underground sources, it is advisable that other means of supplying the camp be adopted. 

here is a good spring of excellent water about 2,000 yards above the camp, which 
can be run by gravitation in pipes, no engine being necessary. This source of supply is 
quite free from any danger of pollution and measures should be taken to obtain this 
without delay, especially as the supply from the wells is said to be uncertain in the 
winter. 

Removal of Ashes, §c.—The removal of ashes and deposit on the land at the oppo- 
site side of valley, as recommended, has not yet been carried out owing to the boggy 
nature of the aside which has to be crossed. This should be done without further delay, 
or, if possible, the ashes removed from the proximity to the camp altogether. 


* . a ‘ | 
a ee ees 
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___The fencing off of the stream or runner of water recommended in my last report has 
hot been done, owing to the non-delivery of fencing wire ordered in August last, and also 
after my visit two months ago. It is also necessary that this work be at once carried out 
i order to prevent children drinking foul water. The school maryuees ordered about the 
Same time have also not been forwarded. 

Hospital—The hospital has been removed away from the camp altogether. 

_ he site is much lower than betore, but it is not unhealthy, and the thorough isola- 

tion given is an improvement on the old site. 

A steam disinfector is desirable. 

(reneral.— Che tent space has been extended ; the work of removal of slops has been 

egun by your Superintendent, and when transport, &c., is forwarded, the whole of the 

Sunitary work will be done by his staff, effecting a great saving on the present charges of 
the Sanitary Board. 

Requirements.—Fencing and large tent ordered long ago. 

Such materials as are necessary tor further improvements in latrines, &e., to be in- 
dented for by Superintendent. 

New water supply. 

Steam disinfector. 

W. F. Curry, 


Associate Sanitary Institute. 


Burgher Camp, Potchefstroom, February 21, 1902. 
Report sy Sanirary INSPEctor. 


There is a great improvement in the laying out and cleanliness of this camp, 
but the work is hampered for want of wood and iron necessary for the construction 
of latrines and ash-bins. Until the material arrives nothing can be done. 


Population in camp about 5,244, for which there is seating accommodation for 


The latrines are emptied twice daily, but although the number has been increased 
by 21, there is still a great deficiency in this respect. 

The latrines were clean and the pails well disinfected. 

The storm-water trenches were in good order, and receive regular attention. 

The hospital has been fenced off as suggested in my last report, and measurements 
have been taken by Mr. Andrews for works of water supply, including a filter bed. 

A satisfactory feature is the reduction of Enteric cases to 8 as against 18 last 

ecember. 

There is a marked all round improvement here, and with further supplies of 
materials, more may still be expected. 

As an indication of the lack of material, it is only necessary to remark that the 
Screens to latrines have to be constructed of sacking instead of iron. At my next 
Yisit I hope that the substitution will have taken place, also more accommodation. 

Requirements.—Materials previously ordered, and a steam disinfector. 

Other work, including water supply, already in hand. 


“W. F. Curry, 
Associate of the Sanitary Institute. 


Report By SANITARY INSPECTOR. 


Burgher Camp, Klerksdorp, February 24, 1902. 

The above camp still maintains its reputation for cleanliness. i 

More latrines have been erected, giving a total of 260 at present. More are still 
to be added, and the old ones improved by placing iron screens between seats instead 
of canvas, which is apt to be fouled, and also, where necessary, to concrete underneath 
the seats and bring the pails up to a proper height to avoid the fouling of the ground, 
which occurs in some instances. 4 

Attention requires to be given to the deposit of ashes in the dust-bins, not outside. 
This can be easily rectified by a little extra supervision. 


12179 2B2 
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Latrine seats were clean and pails well disinfected. When necessary, pails 
rather full are emptied twice daily. As previously remarked, some pails were too 
low, and urine fell on ground in consequence. 


The school latrines were very clean and well looked after, but accommodation 
there is insufficient. Extra latrines are necessary. There are no proper slop-pails 
in this camp; these should be provided, one to every four tents, and sufficient trans- 
port to carry out the necessary work resulting. 


Schools —The schools are at present overcrowded, but a site has been chosen at 
North-West corner of camp for further erections. The Measles Ward will be removed 
near to the present hospital, and by so doing there will be left a space the length of 
the camp between the hospital and schools. Facilities will also be given for the 
erection of bathing places for the children near the river. 


Hospital—tit is very satisfactory to note that there is a great decrease in the 
number of enteric cases, there being 42 as against 85 a few months ago. 


There were 16 cases of measles, but all are progressin favourably, and the 
doctors are of opinion that it is not likely to spread. Brick buildings are in the future 
to be built for such cases, so as to ensure more equal temperatures. At present there 
is no boiler for enteric stools. - This should be attended to. 


Bathing Place.—A bath house has been put up on river bank for women, but a 
swimming bath should be made at a small cost, and the water pumped for this and the 
waa tables by means of an oil-engine, now in stock, which, only needs cleaning up, 
and a centrifugal or other pump. It could also be done by means of a self-acting 
ram pump. If the oil-engine is not used here, it may as well be utilised for pumping 
purposes elsewhere. It appears practically new, and has been used by the Boers here. 

Gardens.—The gardens here are well worked; the crops are good in quality and 
quantity, and a good supply of vegetables seems assured. 

General Remarks.—The camp is in good order, and improvements are steadily 
being carried out. The draining of the old water-course has been carried out as 
recommended in my last report, and is a manifest improvement, but the work of 
covering the old ash deposit is yet to be done. 

Requirements.—Slop-pails; additional latrines; typhoid stool boiler; better 
attention to ash-pits; pumping for bathing places and more school accommodation 
to prevent overcrowding. B 

W. F. Curry, 


Associate of the Sanitary Institute. 
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No. 89. 


Hic Commissioner LORD MILNER to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. 
(Received April 14, 1902.) 
[ Copy to War Office, April 15, 2902. LL.) 
[ Answered by No. 93.) 


(No. 306.) | 
Sir, High Commissioner’s Office, Johannesburg, March 21, 1902. 
Wits reference to my despatch, No. 280, of March 14th,* I have the honour 
to enclose, for your information, a copy of the under-mentioned documents, on the 
subject of Boer Concentration Camps in Orange River Colony and Cape Colony 


I have, &c., 
MILNER, 
High Commissioner. 





——- 
— 


a a 
* No. 78. 
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SCHEDULE OF ENCLOSURES. 


To Deputy Administrator, Bloemfontein, Telegram No. 22, March 10, 1902. 
Deputy Administrator, Bloemfontein, Telegram No. 1016, March 7, 1902. © 
Deputy Administrator, Bloemfontein, Telegram No. 1040, March 17, 1902. — 
To Deputy Administrator, Bloemfontein, Telegram No. 28, March 19, 1902. 
Deputy Administrator, Bloemfontein, Despatch, No. 37, March 17, 1902. 


OTe CO NO 


Enclosure 1 in No. 89. 
From Hicu Commissioner, Johannesburg, to Deputy ApMrnisTRaTor, Bloemfontein. 
TELEGRAM. 


10th March, 1902. No. 22. The Indian Officials are being used in Transvaal 
Camps as General Inspectors, but it is for you to judge whether there is most need for 
them in Orange River Colony Camps. Wilkins, the new General Superintendent, is 
here, and will go to Bloemfontein at once, 


Enclosure 2 in No. 89. 
From Dreruty ApMINIsTRATOR, Bloemfontein, to Hic Commissioner, Johannesburg. 
TELEGRAM. 


March 7th. No. 1016. Brackenbury and French have arrived, and will be sent 
temporarily to Heilbron and Vredefort Road Camps respectively. 


Enclosure 3 in No. 89. 
From Deputy ApMINIsTRATOR, Bloemfontein, to Hicn Commissioner, Johannesburg. 
TELEGRAM. 


March 17th. No. 1040. Wilson has informed me of your desire to remove about 
1,000 Transvaal refugees from Mafeking and Vryburg to new camps in Cape Colony. 

I expect East London Se to be ready on 22nd instant, eniaes on 10th 
April, Kabusi about end of April. I am pledged to the military to remove as soon as 
possible 1,800 from Heilbron, 1,000 from Vredefort Road and 1,500 from Bethulie ; 
these, with 1,500 from Bloemfontein, to reduce size of camp, I had proposed sendin 
to Cape Camps. They were to be moved in order named. Bach new camp is scpnedd 
to accommodate 3,000. TI can reduce the numbers from Bloemfontein and find 
accommodation for the Mafeking and Vryburg people should you wish it. Bloem- 
fontein Camp, though large, is now in first-rate order, and health excellent; the pro- 
posed reduction is, therefore, not a matter of extreme urgency. 


Enclosure 4 in No. 89. 
From Hicu Commissioner, Johannesburg, to Deputy ADMINISTRATOR, Bloemfontein. 
TELEGRAM. 


March 19th. No. 28. Your telegram of March 17th. No. 1040. Removal 
from Mafeking and Vryburg not urgent. Can wait till other removals contemplated 
by you and mentioned in your telegram have been dealt with. 


198 
Enclosure 5 in No. 89. 


Deputy-ADMINISTRATOR, Bloemfontein, to ADMINISTRATOR, Orange River Colony. 
(Orange River Colony. No. 37. R. No. 714/02.) 


My Lorp, March 17, 1902. 

I wave the honour to forward, for Your Excellency’s information and for trans- 
mission to the Secretary of State, the accompanying Reports (in duplicate) by the Chief 
Superintendent of Refugee Camps in this Colony for the month of February, 1902. 
The report is, I think, an excellent one, and the improved conditions now obtainin 
throughout the camps again testify to the energy displayed by Captain Trollope an 
his Staff. I would draw Your Excellency’s attention particularly to the turther 
decrease in the death-rate, the total being 289, a drop of 466 on last month’s figures. 


T have, &c., 


His Excellency 
The Administrator, 
Orange River Colony, 
Johannesburg. 





March 11, 1902. 
I nave the honour to submit this, my monthly report on Refugee Camps for 
the month ending 28th February, 1902, with a view to the same being submitted to 
His Excellency the High Commissioner. 


(1.) DistR1BuTion or Camps. 


‘The new camps in the Cape Colony are fast nearing completion; the East London 
Camp will be completed by the 22nd of the current month, Uitenhage by the 7th of 
April, and Kabusi by the end of April. 

Each camp will accommodate 2,000 Refugees in huts. 

A list of camps giving distribution at each place will be found as under. 


RETURN OF STRENGTH ON THE 28TH FEBRUARY, 1902. 


ee rere ee ee ene ———EEEoEoEoEeEeEeESEEEeEoy———————==== 











Camp. | Men. | Women. | Children. | Total, 
Aliwal North ... ive aa Ae 815 1,789 1,868 4,472 
Bloemfontein ... mr oe sy 966 2,299 2,615 5,880 
Brandfort hea eae “a Pe 624 1,634 1,832 4,090 
Bethulie id as abs a 629 1,630 1,754 4,043 
Heilbron es a sal shat 544 1,127 1,188 2,859 
Harrismith ... bs we rte 93 235 277 608 
Kroonstad —_.... as tis ie 626 1,416 1,458 3,500 
Kimberley ... = « as = 639 1,203 1,661 3,503 
Norvels Pont ... ee Ma ax 703 1,355 1,421 3,479 
Springfontein ... 0 +. ws sae 415 981 1,177 2,573 
Vredefort Road ot a bse 303 716 $52 1,871 
Winburg coe) Saf} Ie ves a 423 963 1,175 2,561 
Orange River ... ese eve ae 226 G02 871 1,699 





Totals ss. ove ose 7,006 15,953 18,179 41,138 
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(3.) DeratH RATE. 


I am glad to report a still further substantial decrease in the death rate. 


Enteric fever is still somewhat prevalent, but in the course of the current month 
should entirely die out. 


The rains that have fallen during the month have improved the general condition 
of the camps and laid the dust. 


Kroonstad, Springfontein, and Winburg Camps are now well supplied with water, 
the new water schemes succeeding admirably, in fact the two first-named camps are 
receiving more water than they can consume. 


I hope to be able to show in my next month’s report, statistics as to the rate of 
mortality amongst the Refugees prior to their admission to the Refugee Camps. 


Statistics showing the distribution of deaths will be found as under :— 


DEATH STATISTICS. 





Camp. Population. Deaths. 





Aliwal North ... sii wie 4,472 





Bloemfontein ... or ve 5,880 
Brandfort ee i as 4,090 






Bethulie das ve me 4,043 





Heilbron a ie — 2,859 
Harrismith  ... sae ode 608 
Kroonstad on 3h - 3,500 






Kimberley... oy ca 3,503 






Norvals Pont ... eal i 3,479 





Springfontein ... i has 2,573 
Vredefort Road tid om 1,871 
Winburg a ot is 2,561 
Orange River ... a Ses ; 1,699 

Poms 5. ies oa 41,138 














The above shows 289 deaths, as opposed to 755 for the preceding month, being 
a decrease of 466 on last month’s figures. 


vg The number of men who died during the month was 36, women 99, and children 


For classification of deaths, vide annexure A. 


Of the total number of deaths for the month, Measles accounted for 4, Bronchial 
complaints for 73, Gastric Complaint for 99, and Senile Decay for 7. 


There were 43 births during the month. 
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A table showing the weekly number of sick in hospitals in each camp and number 
of deaths among same, will be found as under. 


PATIENTS IN HOSPITAL. 
ee ——— —  —————— 
; : 























Ist to 7th, 7th to 14th, 14th to 22nd. 22nd to 28th, 
Camp. la iensana Seaaa es 
Patients. | Deaths, | Patients. | Deaths, | Patients. | Deaths, | Patients. | Deaths. 
Aiwa Nate es et ag a. Pegs) tie hs bgp 
Bloemfontein whe ny 213 15 219 3 162 | 8 152 
Brandfort ... 9 oa 159 9 151 4 123 6 111 
Bethulie ... sie “ae 226 13 225 9 207 6 | 163 
Heilbron ... Wee kee 100 4 105 4 97 3 | 86 
Harrismith dies Ay 22 1 20 Nil 14 OA eee 8 
Kroonstad is ke 133 2 133 4 118 9 116 
Kimberley ... os ae 37 Nil 37 2 36 3 27 


Nil 


Norvals Pont 
Springfontein 
Vredefort Road 
Winburg ... 
Orange River 


Totals 





The actual number of cases treated in hospitals during the month were: Males 
313, Females 883, and Children 923, out of which there died: Males 26, Females 35, 
and Children 72. 

In addition to the above there were treated in their own tents 8,726 persons, out 
of which 106 died. ‘ 

The number of beds in each Camp Hospital will be found as under :— 

Aliwal North, 90 beds. ; 
Bloemfontein, 234 beds. 
Brandfort, 170 beds. 
Bethulie, 250 beds. 
Heilbron, 124 beds. 
Harrismith, 46 beds. 
Kroonstad, 240 beds. 
Kimberley, 39 beds. 
Norvals Pont, 77 beds. 
Springfontein, 125 beds. 
Vredetort Road, 80 beds. 
Winburg, 81 beds. 
Orange River, 25 beds. 





(4.) SANITATION. 
Sanitation in all camps is in perfect order, and no difficulties are experienced 
with regard to latrines, Bethulie having received the necessary appliances. 
(5.) HEatra. 


The general state of health in camps is eminently satisfactory, and taking into 
account that nearly all able-bodied men are away fighting for us, or employed as trans- 
port drivers, it compares favourably with any town in South Africa. 
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(6.) Reports AND RETURNS. 
No additional Reports or Returns have been called for during the past month. 


(7.) FINANCIAL. 


The net expenditure for February, 1902, was £86,791 19s. 8d., making the total 
expenditure to 28th February, £651,381 7s. 4d. 

The average number in camp during February was 41,424 at an average cost per 
person of 1s. ; 

The sum of £9,983 16s. 4d. was expended on hospital comforts. 


(8.) Furn AND TRANSPORT. 


Fuel—No difficulties under this heading. The supply continues to come in regu- 
larly from the various sources, but the distances are enormous that it has to be trans- 
eer the following camps are being supplied from Warmbaths north of Pretoria :—. 
mae. Bethulie, Heilbron, Kroonstad, Springfontein, Vredefort Road, and 

inburg. 

Teaies ort-—Matters are now more satisfactory, a number of Cast Artillery 
Horses, and hired transport have been obtained, and where Water Schemes are com- 
plete, the water carts and animals have been returned to the Military Authorities. 


(9.) SHops. 


No difficulties under this heading as regards ee but owing to the excellent 
= and the quantity of clothing supplied by the Government some are closing 
own. 


(10.) CLOTHING. 
The sum of £3,376 2s. 3d. has been expended on clothing free to refugees. 


(11.) Suppress. 


The excellence of the quality of the supplies has in no way diminished; frozen 
meat when given is much appreciated. The ake in Bloemfontein Camp have 
been for many days obtaining the best quality, while the townspeople have had to be 
content with fresh meat of the poorest quality. 


(12.) Camp INDUSTRIES. 


Rapid strides have been made during the past month. Nine hundred pairs of 
boots were made in the Bloemfontein Camp alone. Twenty-three shoemakers are at 
work in this camp, and in all pany apprentices are being taught different trades, 
such as Brickmaking, Shoeing, Carpentry, Tentmaking, even Book-keeping and 
Photography. 

My earnest desire being that every payee should know a trade before leaving the 
camp, and thereby be able to earn his living. saber e 

Sewing classes are established in the majority of camps, with a view to giving 
employment to widows. 3 

(13.) EpucaTIionaL. 


The third contingent of ladies arrived this month to take up work in the camp 
schools. Four have gone to Brandfort, six to Norvals Pont, four to Springfontein, 
and two have joined the ten already at work in the Bloemfontein Camp. 

A pleasant reception had been anticipated for these teachers, but the welcome 
hey them by teachers, scholars, and parents has been even more cordial than could 

ve been hoped for. zy 

There have been some four or five cases of indisposition amongst the new teachers, 
but nothing more than was to be expected from their sudden change to a high altitude 
and the heat of a South African summer. All are now well and in full work. 

Classes for lace making and knitting have been started by Miss Wilson at Bloem- 
fontein Camp, and knitting classes and sewing circles for the mothers at Kroonstad 
Camp by Miss Pughe Jones. These classes are very well attended, and are doing 
excellent work. 
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The school at Bethulie which was closed some three months ago, owing to a severe 
epidemic of Enteric, has been re-opened, and has a larger attendance than previously. 
Lhe staff of teachers is not sufficient for the work, and the arrival of the next con- 
tangent of English teachers is being anxiously awaited. 


(15.) GENERAL. | 

The recent rains have generally improved the gardens, and a quantity of vege- 
tables have been supplied. 

Improved railway facilities have enabled me to obtain a quantity of wood and 
iron, many good structures, such as stores, ration issue sheds, hospital buildings, 
nurses’ quarters, &c., have been erected by refugee labour thereby saving contractors’ 
heavy charges. 

Some excellent stone houses have been erected at Kroonstad, which, I am told, 
will probably be taken over as barracks after the camp is broken up. 

ower baths have been completed at Kroonstad and other camps, which are 
much appreciated by the ladies. 

The feeling of the people in refugee camps is on the whole good, and the majority 
are a most law-abiding people to deal with. 

The Boer prefers petting all he can at Government expense, and is never afraid 
to ask for more; the following extract from the Inspecting Medical Officer’s report 
well illustrates their slimness :— 

“ A few weeks since, at the Heilbron peters Camp, eases of diarrhoea amongst 
the children were constantly being reported, and, in fact, that disease was apparently 
quite epidemic; at that time also the supplies of Ideal Milk ran short, and its use was 
ordered to be entirely restricted to the hospital; this order was made known in the 
camp, and strange to say it was followed by a sudden cessation of the diarrhoea. This 
was noticed by the Medical Officers, and whenever subsequently diarrhoea was re- 
ported to be epidemic the disease was stopped by the withdrawal of all Ideal Milk 
supplied. The sil tir or reported diarrhoea was evidently a dodge for obtaining a 
more favoured kind of milk, it being the custom to order this form of milk for cases 
of the disease mentioned.” 

“The refugees in all the camps a abe call in the Medical Officers to com- 

lain to them of all kinds of mysterious disorders in order to persuade them to order 
Pitidy and other Medical Comforts. These dodges make the genuine medical treat- 
ment of these people a very difficult matter, for the Medical Officers have to be con- 
stantly on the tok out for malingerers, and for patients making the utmost of every 
slight ailment for the sole purpose of obtaining Medical Comforts. 
A. G. TonxIn, 
Medical Inspector.” 


At the same time it is very noticeable how much they appreciate the English 
Officials. The following extract from Mr. Bennett’s report, Superintendent of the 
Refugee Camp at Bloemfontein is worthy of notice :— 

“I may mention that a short time ago a petition was sent to me by the people 
in the camp asking that Englishmen might be employed as section Corporals instead 
of the Dutchmen, who now act as such. As I did not wish any trouble to arise be- 
tween the Corporals and the people, the Sergeant of police was instructed by me to 
prevent the petition being sent round the camp. It was consequently brought to me, 
signed by some 30 to 35 persons.” 

The following is an extract from the report of the Rev. Robertson, Chief of the 
Orange River Colony Dutch Reformed Ministers, on the Refugee Camp at Spring- 
fontem :— 


_ 


“ HOSPITAL. 


“It may seem that I am coming on unknown, perhaps on forbidden, ground, when 
I venture to express an opinion on Hospital matters. But, as far as an uninitiated 
man can judge, I cannot do otherwise than report most favourably on the Local 
Hospital, and the work done there. 

“In the first place I wish to remark that the Hospital and camp are looked after 
by three duly qualified and able medical practitioners, Lieutenant Webb, Royal Arm 
Medical Corps, and 8. M. O. Strachan and Strathairn. I can witness to the self- 
denial and assiduity with which these gentlemen devote themselves to their work. 
Tn addition to the médical men there are three trained sisters and 18 day and night 
local ‘assistants, these latter all being taken from the camp. 
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“ What struck me in visiting private patients in their tents was that the young 
women, who formerly were assistants in the Hospital, prove to be efficient nurses. In 
this respect there will be a thorough revolution all over the country, as medical men 
have repeatedly told me that bad nursing was one of the greatest evils they have to 
contend with. | 

“Fourteen marquees are set apart for patients and four marquees and eight bell 
tents for the nurses. | 

“ Five rooms, each 14 feet by 14 feet, have been built for nurses’ quarters, and 
the Hospital marquees will be replaced by brick buildings. 

. ae a hundred patients have to be attended fo daily. | 

“A second Hospital kitchen for patients only has been completed, and is in use 
now. | 
“In the camp itself there is a soup-kitchen, from which 150 rations are daily 
issued to convalescents and weaklings. 

“The sanitary arrangements in connection with the Hospital seem to be perfect 
and up to date. So, for instance, Dr. Webb pointed out to me a kaffir pot bricked 
in, for boiling all foeces and urine of patients in Hospital. Then again there are 
two other kaffir pots, also bricked in, for boiling all the linen. In addition to the 
above, there is a large tank in which blankets, &c., are soaked in izol. 


“ Re Camp CHURCH. 


ae ¥ oo very few exceptions the inmates of the camp belong to the Dutch Reformed 
urch. 

“Since July, 1901, the Rev. E. Dommissie has been the chaplain of the Spring- 
fontein Camp. His whole salary of £300 per annum is paid by the Government, in 
addition to which he is provided with a marquee and his rations. | 

“Mr. Dommissie is assisted by ten elders and two deacons; some of these gen- 
tlemen instruct the young people for confirmation, others visit the sick and are workers - 
in the Relief Committee and supervise the shoemaking business. 

“On Sundays two regular services are conducted, at which the average attendance 
is about 700. In the afternoon there is a large Sunday School, at which the attendance 
of children is between 600 and 700. 

“ During the week six smaller religious services are held. There are five confirma- 
tion classes, the average attendance at each being 20. 

“ Hitherto religious services have been conducted in one of the school shelters, 
or in the open air. It was this difficulty especially which made the minister and con- 
sistory decide to build a church. This building is now in course of erection. The 
dimensions will be 66 feet by 30 feet inside. The roof is to be a pitched one, bungalow 
in shape. The building is expected to seat between 600 and 700. 

“The church building will also be used for educational purposes. By means of 
drop curtains it can be divided into three compartments, each being 30 feet by 22 feet. 

“The cost of the building will be £90, labour charges not included. The camp 
inmates subscribed £50, which sum, with grants from Fouk Excellency, and perhaps 
from the Educational Department, will lead to the building being inaugurated without 
debt. 

“The committee have expressed their gratitude for the above-named grants and 
also for the kind assistance of the Officer Commanding the Transport Service, in the 
shape of waggons and cattle for carrying building material. 

“Perhaps I might add, if circumstances permit, the joy of the day on which the 
building is to be inaugurated, will be greatly enhanced ‘by the presence of Your 
Excellency. 


“SPRINGFONTEIN SHOEMAKERY. 


“Tam greatly interested in the above mentioned industry. The Secretary, Mr. 
J. C. Kolbe, has enabled me to report the following :—Work was ipatucncoe on & 
small scale towards the end of August, 1901. From the commencement of Sep- 
tember, 1901, up to the 31st January, 1902 (a period of five months), 1,527 pairs were 
made, repaired and given out in this camp, viz. :— 


Pay orders, new made ... ~ aE aX ... 441 pairs. 
Pay orders, repairs pr re aes oe ... 803 pairs. 
Indigent orders, new made _... ses on ... 9893 pairs. 
Indigent orders, repairs ... “re < mn "210 pairs: as 
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“To indigent women and children gratis 180 pairs of Rope Shoes. Amongst the 
number of new made for indigent refugees were 68 pairs for shoeless school children 
and sick children in the hospital. The shoemakers’ staff consists of a foreman, two 
principals, and six assistants. Orders are taken by the Secretary and members of 
the committee on Mondays and Wednesdays for the indigent and work done for them 
during four days of the week. On Fridays pay orders are taken and two days’ work 
done. The amounts taken for pay order go towards remunerating the workmen. 
The prices are Is., 1s. 6d., and 2s. a pair for making; half soleing sixpence, heels six- 
pence, and other repairs aceording to requirement. Up to date the men have been 
quite satisfied with the payment received. 

“All shoes made and repairs done are first to be seen and sanctioned by Mr. 
Strause and the Secretary, Members of the Committee, before they are sent off.’ 

I have, &c., 
A. G. TROLLOPE, 


Captain, 
Chief Superintendent, Refugee Camps, 
Orange River Colony. 


Secretary, 
Orange River Colony Administration, 
Bloemfontein. 





























Parr 
pi 
Pad bly 
leila | > LE | & 
Under J] month ... _ ee 2S ee ll 
1 month to 1 year a rT a ee 30 
1 year to 5 years... —).2)} 2). 3) 6 69 
5 years to 10 years —; 5; 1| 5]/— 36 
10 years to 15 years _ 2);—)] 2/ 1 24 
15 years to 20 years a er a ee 23 
20 years to 25 years 2; 2}, 1i)— 24 
25 years to 30 years _ = 1} 4|;— 14 
30 years to 35 years —; lij—/|—|— 10 
35 years to 40 years BY, ORY TE a aed ae 6 
40 years to 45 years —| d3|—| 3)/— 7 
45 years to 50 years —|—|-—-|j-—}— 4 
50 years to 55 years —}; 1) 3)}—)1 8 
55 years to 60 years 1};—|}—; lj— 6 
60 years to 65 years —; lj—}| lj— 4 
65 years to 70 years —| Llij—j]| 2]. 1 4 
70 years to 75 years —|— | —-]} li — 3 
75 years to 80 years — hep) Ll 4 
80 years to 85 years ...) —| —}| —}| —) —)—|) —J—!-})-le—} Hl oat 
85 vears to 90 years =—| Lijmeji ef} — 9 


2 | 24 }.14.) 31) 13} 289 





TOTALS... 
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| 14352 
No. 90. 


Hicu CommissioneR LORD MILNER to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. 


(Received April 14, 1902.) 
(No. 320.) 


Sr, High Commissioner’s Office, Johannesburg, March 22, 1902. 
Wir reference to your telegram, No. 9, of March 15th,* I have the honour 
to forward you a short report on the case of Dr. Savage. 

As you are aware he was appointed junior Medical Officer in the Belfast Camp. 
Soon after his arrival he began to show a very insubordinate and impracticable 
temper. I am well aware that the life of a camp Doctor is not an easy one. He 
has often to work with imperfect tools; his duties are heavy and continuous, and 
the arrangements for his personal comfort cannot necessarily be so perfect as elsewhere. 
But I have found that most of our Medical Staff soon adapted themselves to the new 
conditions, and showed a good humour, forbearance, and tolerance of discomfort 
which I cannot sufficiently praise. Dr. Savage, however, set himself to make every 
possible difficulty. He quarrelled with Dr. Mitchell, the Senior Medical Officer, and, 
after this matter was adjusted, he quarrelled with the Camp Matron and treated 
her with singular rudeness. His violent temper soon brought him also into conflict 
with the Camp Superintendent, the Cam choolmaster, and the Dispenser, who 
found him perfectly impossible to work with. In addition he made it his habit to go 
about among the tents haranguing the inmates on his grievances, and abusing’ his 
official superiors. It is difficult to believe that Dr. Savage was wholly in possession of 
his senses at the time. His nervous irritability was so great that he became a nuisance 
to his colleagues, and a serious danger to the peace of the Camp. 

Such a state of things could not be tolerated for long. The Military Governor, 
General Maxwell, found himself compelled to do something to answer the repeated 
complaints from the Camps. He heard Dr. Savage most patiently, and the interview 
convinced him that he was thoroughly unfit for his post. In these circumstances the 
only course was to send him back to England. For details of the various interviews 
between Dr, Savage, the Camp Superintendent, and General Maxwell, I would refer 

ou to the papers sent to your Private Secretary on the 7th February and to Mr. 

ucker’s report of the year’s work in the Transvaal Camps, sent to you in despatch 
261, of 7th March.t 
. A word must be said on Dr. Savage’s complaint of an insufficiency of drugs and 
struments. As regards drugs he had only to requisition for them to obtain what he 
wanted. Surgical instruments, as you are aware, are difficult to obtain in this country 
In sufficient quantities to provide a complete set for each Camp. In the case of the 
smaller and more remote Camps, it has been our practice to have one central station 
where any instruments can be obtained on loan which may be necessary to supple- 
ment the stock in the neighbouring Camp. Middelburg was such a station for Bel. 
fast, and in any delicate operation which might have arisen, and for which the roper 
instruments could not be provided from the Belfast store, the necessary appliances 
could at once have been got from Middelburg. The system has hitherto worked 
perfectly, and we have had no complaints. 

I have, &c., 


MILNER, 
High Commissioner. 





14599 
No. 91. 


Governor Sir H. E. McCALLUM to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. 
(Received 4.10 p.m., April 14, 1902.) 
TELEGRAM. 
[Copy to War Office, April 18, 1902. LF.) 
April 14. No.2. Referring to my telegram, 8th April, No. 1,¢ health improved 


greatly last week. Ten deaths only, 22,000 inmates: rate 23.6. 





-_—_—_— 








® No. 53. t No. 75. + No. 81. 
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: No. 92. 
Mr. CHAMBERLAIN to Hicu Commissioner LORD MILNER 
(Sent 3.52 p.m., April 14, 1902.) 
TELEGRAM. 


April 14. No. 3. Your telegram, No. 340, of 12th April,* I observe salaries 
offered are on higher scale. Are none of the medical officers on the lower scale fit 
for promotion ? 





10740 
No. 93. 


Mr. CHAMBERLAIN to Hicu Commissioner LORD MILNER. 
(Sent 11.55 a.m., April 16, 1902.) 
TELEGRAM. 
| Copy to War Office, April 29,1902. L.P.] 
[Answered by No. 95.] 


April 16. No.1. Referring to your despatches, No. 194, of 21st February, and 
No. 306, 21st March,j I observe that in Orange River Colony camps cost of refugees 
per head for January and February is considerably higher than it was for November 
and December; also that cost in Natal camps is less than in Transvaal and Orange 
River Colony camps (see despatch from Governor of Natal to Military Governor, 
Pretoria, No. 91, 14th March).|| While I am anxious, as you are aware, that no 
necessary expense should be spared, it is very important that there should be no 
extravagance and that stores should not be purchased at excessive prices. I rely 
upon your impressing upon Chief Superintendents that proper economy should be 
exercised, and that they should maintain effective supervision in the matter. 





15297 
No. 94. 
Hicu CommMisstoneER LORD MILNER to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. 
(Received 8.15 a.m., April 20, 1902.) 
TELEGRAM. 


_ April 19. No. 365. My telegram, No. 336, 11th April.{ Weekly returns of 
child mortality for week ending 12th April. Deaths: Transvaal 14; Orange River 
Colony 13; Natal 4; Cape Colony nil. Total 31. 





15808 
No. 95. 


Hicu Commissioner LORD MILNER to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. 
(Received 2 a.m., April 20, 1902.) 
TELEGRAM. 
[Copy to War Office, April 29,1902. L.P.] 


April 19. No. 366. Your telegram, No. 1, 16th Aprity Camp authorities in 
Orange River Colony have been impressed with the need for economy and strict 
supervision. ‘Chief cause of increase in expenditure is the repayment to mili- 
tary authorities for various stores advanced during past year; additional items are 
cost of water supply scheme. 





* No. 84. t Nos. 57 and 89. t No. 82. § No. 93. 
| See page 176 of this book. 
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No. 96. 
Mr. CHAMBERLAIN to Hicu Commissioner LORD MILNER. 
(Sent 6.35 p.m., April 22, 1902.) 
TELEGRAM. 
[Answered by No. 101.] 


April 22. No. 2. Inquiries being made respecting mortality in native camps. 
1 have no information later than November. Can you say whether mortality since 
that month has decreased to same extent as mortality among white refugees ? 





9566 
No. 97. 


Mr. CHAMBERLAIN to Hicu Commissioner LORD MILNER. 
(Sent 12.8 p.m., April 23, 1902.) 
TELEGRAM. 
[Copy to War Ofjice, April 28, 1902. LF.) 
[Answered by No. 100.] 


April 23. No. 1. Referring to my telegram of 11th March, No. 5.* From 
what funds do you contemplate that the 5,000 huts referred to in your despatch of 
28th February, No. 220,+ should be paid for? Do you think that any provision 
Should be made in advance in getting huts from this country, such as Crown Agents 
Can supply, in view of the possibility of hostilities soon coming to an end and of 
necessity of making rapid provision for resettlement of country / 

Please consider whether it would not be more economical and expeditious to 
ap such materials as corrugated iron direct from makers here rather than through 
ocal firms. | 
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0. 98. 


Mr. CHAMBERLAIN to Hicu Commissioner LORD MILNER. 
(Sent 3.17 p.m., April 24, 1902.) 
TELEGRAM. 


April 24. No. 5. Referring to your telegram, No. 576, of 16th December t¢ 
20 Canadian teachers sail in “ Braemar Castle,” 296th April, 20 in “ Gaul,” 3rd May. 
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Hicu CommissionsER LORD MILNER to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. 
(Received 12.35 a.m., April 25, 1902.) 
TELEGRAM. 
[Copy to Board of Education and Scotch Education Department, May 9,1902. LF.) 


April 24. No. 380, Referring to your despatch, No. 194, Transvaal, 8th 
March,§ head teachers who have arrived from England for camp schools are now 
in receipt of £240 with tent and rations. £360 allowed as minimum salary if 
transferred to headships of Johannesburg or Pretoria schools. These rates should 
apply to future appointments including 8 additional head teachers in camps already 
asked for; pension should not be promised. 





* No. 40. t No. 67. } No. 104 in African No. 687. § Not printed. 
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16023 
No. 100. 


Hicu Commissioner LORD MILNER to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. 
(Received 1.45 a.m., April 25, 1902.) 
TELEGRAM. 
[Copy to War Office, April 28,1902. LP.) | 
April 24. No. 381. Your telegram of 28rd April, No. 1.* The 5,000 huts 
will be paid for out of Burgher Camp funds, part of which cost will have to be 
repaid to military funds when huts are taken over for repatriation (of) purposes. 
Material was ordered locally for the sake of economy and expedition. Scarcity of 


labourers in the camps is the chief source of delay. It may be necessary later to 
order material also from Crown Agents. 





16024 
No. 101. 


Hicu Commissioner LORD MILNER to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. 
(Received 3.15 a.m., April 25, 1902.) 


TELEGRAM. 


April 24. No. 382. Your telegram of 22nd April, No. 2+ I ceased sending 
returns from native camps in my statistical telegram as they are quite a separate 
matter from the Concentration Camps. 

In native locations in Transvaal with a population of 40,000 the deaths in 
January were about 880, in February 550, and in March 400. In the Orange River 
Colony with a population of about 48,000 the deaths were in January about 1,400, 
in February about 800, and in March 470. This is quite distinct from the natives in 
Refugee Camps, where the numbers are few and the mortality low. 





16242 
No. 102. 


Hicu Commissioner LORD MILNER to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. 
(Received 9.40 p.m., April 26, 1902.) 
TELEGRAM. 


April 26. No. 387. My telegram of 19th April, No. 365. Weekly return 
child mortality. Deaths: Transvaal 12, Orange River Colony 17, Natal 9, Cape 
Colony 1. Total 39. 





16340 


No. 103. 
Governor Sm H. E. McCALLUM to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. 
(Received April 28, 1902.) 
[Copy to War Office, May 15,1902. LL.) 
(No. 91.) 


Government House, Pietermaritzburg, Natal, 
SIR, April 3, 1902. 
Wiru reference to the recommendations made by the Committee of Ladies in 
respect of the Concentration Camps at Howick, Fear cea! & and Merebank, 
which are detailed at pages 29, 33, and 37 of their report—Cd. 893, I have the honour 
to forward, herewith, copies of reports by the Superintendents of the three Camps 
referred to, from which you will see that all the recommendations have already received 
attention, with the exception of No. 10, at Merebank. I should mention, however, 


* No, 97. Tt No. 96. t No. 94. 


~_ Sie Kenan has now been well drained, and answers the purpose for which it was 
tended. 

2. Linspected Merebank Camp on the 29th ultimo, and found it in most excellent: 
order. There were tice any sick, nor were there any complaints on the part of the 
immates, although they had every opportunity of laying the same before me. 

_ _,3. The small death rate at Merebank during the worst season of the year, amply 
justifies the position which I took up of not giving effect to recommendation, No. 1, 
and of asking for a Medical Board to go into the whole question, persuaded as I was 
that, although the sub-soil water was not as low as it might be, the site, as well as 
those of the new Camps at Jacob's Siding and Wentworth, possessed great advantages’ 
which should not be overlooked. A mi 2 

Ve, wC., 


HENRY McCALLUM. 





Enclosure 1 in No. 103. 


Repuies as to what has been done in connection with Recommendations as regards 
Howick Burgher Camp. | 


(1.) Complied with. 
2.) I will take immediate steps to have a building of this description erected. 
3.) A Camp Matron and four assistants were appointed on 5th December 1901. 
4.) One case of cancrum oris occurred, and was isolated. 
5.) ‘The nursing staff have had quarters erected, and have large mess room. 
6.) Hospital equipment has been increased. 
7.) The block system (with flags) has been adopted. 
5° Several trenches on swamp have been dug. 
_(9.) I will remove a certain number of the private tents from their present 
position. 





Enclosure 2 in No. 103. 


Repures as to what has been done in connection with Recommendations as regards: 
Pietermaritzburg Burgher Camp. 
1,2,and 3. These recommendations have all been attended to at this Camp. 


E. STRuBEN, 
Superintendent. 


Pietermaritzburg, March 18, 1902. 





Enclosure 3 in No. 103. 


Repuirs as to what has been done in connection with Recommendations as regards. 
Merebank Burgher Camp. 


(1.) This matter is beyond my jurisdiction. 

(2.) The Camp has been divided into three sections and, when completed each 
Section will have under 3,000 inmates. 

(3.) This matter is considerably improved, youths being employed as scavengers 
at a nominal rate of pay, and the inmates constantly reprimanded about keeping their 
premises and precincts clean. ; ae 

(4.) In each block there has been appointed a woman with two or three assist-- 
ants to daily inspect each room in connection with sickness, and there has also been 
in each block a woman with one or two assistants elected to deal with the matter of 
clothing and other requirements; this method will keep the medical and other matters 
distinctly separate. 

_ (5.) There are now four large wards giving accommodation for about 140 beds” 
th necessary), five doctors, and numerous additions have been made to the nursing staff 
both in English and Burgher nurses); the dispensing staff has also been increased. 

(6.) An Isolation and Suspect Camp have been erected. 
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- (7,) The number of inmates in a room has been reduced as much as possible to © 
@ total of six ; in some cases there are 7 in a family, and unless they have say four or 
five relations that will enable them to have two rooms, they remain in the one, rather 
than have an extra room with strangers. | . 

3 Fresh milk is obtained from Mooi River for the Hospital. 

.' (9.) Fresh depositing sites have been opened up. | 7 
ve uw) The matter of procuring a further site for the Cemetery has not yet been | 
‘settled : 

'» (11.) Hundreds of stretchers and kartels have been made and issued, and hun- 
dreds more are being made. | ' 

(12.) There are four ration issuing stores, and the inmates come up by rows, ¢.9., 
“A” row, block 8, and so on—to their respective issuing store; but it 1s very difficult 
to get the people to render the help they so easily could, even in such a small or minor 
matter as this, which means comfort and order to themselves. 

(13.) A considerable quantity of Hospital equipment has been provided, and 
nothing within reason (when considering that shad Ebepitals, like the Camps, are a 
temporary measure) is withheld. | 

3 H. M. Bovusrrerp, 
Superintendent. 
Merebank, March 25, 1902. 





16251 ° 
No. 104. 


Hicu Commissroner LORD MILNER to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. 
(Received April 28, 1902.) 
[Copy to War Office, May 24,1902. LL.) 
(No. 347.) 


Sir, bray rit High Commissioner’s Office, J cen y | April 4, 1902. 
Wir reference to my despatch, No. 304, of March 21st,* I have the honour to . 
enclose, for your information, a copy of the undermentioned documents on the subject 
of Boer Concentration Camps in the Transvaal and Natal. 
I have, &c., 
MILNER, 


High Commissioner. 


SCHEDULE OF ENCLOSURES. - 


ames eee of Burgher Camps, Pretoria. Letter and enclosure. March 17, 
To Director of Burgher Camps, Pretoria. Letter. March 22, 1902. 

From Director of Burgher Camps, Pretoria. Letter. March 24, 1902. 

To Governor, Cape. Despatch, No. 24. March 27, 1902. 

From Governor, Natal. Despatch, No. 101, with enclosure. March 21, 1902. | 





So 











Enclosure 1 in No. 104. 


DrrectoR OF BuRGHER Camps, Pretoria, to AssIsTaANT SECRETARY TO HicH 
CoMMISSIONER. 


Burgher Camps Department, New Law Courts, 

Dzgar Mr. Bucuan, Pretoria, March 17, 1902. 

I senp on this letter, No. 545, dated 17th March, 1902, from the Acting | 

Secretary, Public Works Department, relative to the supply of materials for hutting 

burghers in camps. 

_The acceptance of tenders as si Sangin by that officer, appears to me to be 

advisable, and on sere of His Excellency’s sanction, I will instruct the Acting 
Secretary of the Public Works Department to accept these tenders. 




















* No. 87, 
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I will at the same time instruct him as to the destination of the material. It 
would appear expedient to provide the high veldt camps at Belfast, Volksrust, Middel- 
burg and Balmoral at once with materials for fully hutting the people, and I would 
propose, with His Excellency’s approval, to divide the rest of the material among the 
other camps with due reference to their size. 

I am, &c., 
James J. THomson, C.LE., 
Lieutenant-Colonel, I.M.S., 
Director of Burgher Camps, 





Department of Public Works, 
Director oF BuURGHER CAMPS, Government Buildings, 

Pretoria, Pretoria, March 17, 1902. 

1. At the request of the Military Governor I called for tenders for the supply 
of wood and iron : the erection of huts in the various camps. 

1 bei These huts are intended to be erected by the burghers, and the walls are 
brick. biti , | 

3. Tenders were sent to 34 firms; owing to the large quantities of material 
required, only 19 firms tendered, and of these only two for the whole amount. 

I have compiled a list taking the cheapest items quoted by the various 
candidates. The material can thus be obtained from five firms at a cost of 
£84,888 10s. 9d. 

5. On receiving instructions from you accepting the tenders, I will communicate 
with the candidates. It will, however, be necessary that I should receive instructions 
as to the destination of the material. 

_ 6. An amount will have to be added for railway carriage, but this I cannot 
estimate. 

7. Please note that Messrs. McIntosh Findlay’s tender is subject to market 
fluctuation. 

8. The total amount of tender is very reasonable. 


G. H. Fow er, 
Major, 
Royal Engineers, 
Acting Secretary, Public Works Department- 





Enclosure 2 in No. 104. 


Assistant SECRETARY TO HicH Commissioner to Director oF BURGHER CAMPS, 
Pretoria. 


Sir, High Commissioner’s Office, J ohannesburg, March 22, 1902. 
Wiru reference to your letter of March 17th, I am directed to say that His: 
Excellency deferred answering it in the hope of seeing you about it personally, at 
Pretoria, on March 19th and 20th. 
As he unfortunately missed you he consulted with your representative and Major 
Fowke, and came to the conclusion that it would be desirable in view of the favourable’ 
ep to increase the proposed order all round by 20 per cent., so as to provide material 
or 6,000 huts instead of 5,000, as originally contemplated. Major Fowke was so 


instructed and asked to proceed as rapidly as possible. 


I have, &c., 
The Director, Joun BucHAN, 
Burgher Camps, rs Assistant Secretary to High Commissioner. 


retoria. 
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28th Feb., 
1902, 
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Enclosure 3 in No. 104. 


Drrectror or BurcHer Camps, Pretoria, to Assistant SECRETARY TO HicH 
| COMMISSIONER. 


Burgher Camps Department, New Law Courts, 
Dear Mr. Bucuan, Pretoria, March 24, 1902. 
WIrH a view to assisting diagnosis of disease, more particularly as regards 
enteric fever and malaria, it would be a creat advantage if we had a small laboratory 
at some central place like Irene. I am aving a small room built there for the pur- 
pose, but there is a great want of a microscope. I hear that there are several in 
Cape Town which were had out by Government for use by the Plague Staff there. 
Would it be possible for us to have one of these? 
Such a la ratory as I refer to would also be useful for analysis of water, milk, 
&c., supplied to the camps. 
Yours, &c., 
SAMUEL J. THomson, C.LE., 
Lieutenant-Colonel, I.M.S., 
Director of Burgher Camps. 


P.S.—I can arrange to put a doctor here with the requisite special knowledge for 
carrying on the work. 


ese 


Enclosure 4 in No. 104. 
Hic Commissioner to Governor, Cape. 
(Cape. No. 24.) 


Sr, High Commissioner's Office, J ohannesburg, March 27, 1902. 
THE Director of Burgher Camps, Pretoria, is desirous of establishing a small 

laboratory in some central place like Irene. 

He is having a building erected for the purpose, but finds himself much in want 
of a good microscope. | 

I understand from him that there are several in Cape Town, which were originally 
sent out by Government for use by the Plague Staff. 

Would it be possible for one of these to be procured ? 


I have, &c., 
MILN 


; ER. 
His Excellency 


Sir Walter Hely-Hutchinson, G.C.B., &c., 
Governor of Cape Colony, 
Cape Town. 





Enclosure 5 in No. 104. 
Governor, Natal, to Hicu CoMMISSIONER. 
(Natal. No. 101.) 
My Lorp, Government House, Pietermaritzburg, Natal, March 21, 1909. 


I HAveE the honour to forward, herewith, statement of expenditure* on the 
camps in this Colony for the month of J anuary. 
I have, &c., 


Henry McCattvum. 
His Excellency 


The Lord Milner, G.C.B., G.C.M.G.., 
&e. &e., &e 


, "3 


J 
ELE eee 


* Not printed: Total expenditure attiounted to £34,548 14s. 6d. 
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16265 
No. 105. | 
Hic Commissioner LORD MILNER to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. 
(Received April 28, 1902.) 
(No. 361.) [ Copy to War Office, May 7, 1902. L.F.] 
Sir, High Commissioner’s Office, Johannesburg, April 5, 1902. 


Wits reference to my despatch, No. 306, of March 21st,* I have the honour 
to enclose, for your information, a copy of a despatch from the Deputy Administrator, 
Bloemfontein, on the subject of Boer Concentration Camps in the Orange River Colony 


-and Cape Colony. 
I have, &c., 
MI 


High Commissioner. 


Enclosure in No. 105. 
Deputy ADMINISTRATOR, Bloemfontein, to HicnH CoMmMIssIONER. 
(Orange River Colony Despatch, No, 49. R. No. .) 


‘My Lorp, March 31, 1902. 

I Ave the honour to forward, for Your Excellency’s information, a copy of the 
orrespondence in which I have discussed with the various authorities and officials 
concerned the best means of maintaining discipline within the Orange River Colony 
refugee overflow camps now being established in Cape Colony. 


I have, &c., 
H. Gootp-ADAMs, 
Deputy Administrator, 
Orange River Colony. 
His Excellency 
The High Commissioner, : 
Johannesburg. 
SCHEDULE. 


Despatch to Governor, Cape. R.C. 7701. 28th February. 

Report from Mr. Mansergh. 17th March (extract). 

Telegram to Governor, Cape. 1046, 19th March. 

Telegram from Governor, Cape. 1, 20th March. 

Minute from Captain Trollope. 20th March. 

Telegram from Mr. Mansergh. 336, 18th March. 

Telegram to Mr. Mansergh. 1047, 19th March. 

Telegram from Commandant, East London. 3299, 20th March. 

Telegram to Mr. Mansergh. 1048, 21st March. 

Tel mileage General Officer Commanding, Cape. P. and 2850, 25th 
arch, 

Telegram to General Officer Commanding, Cape. 1, 26th March. 

Telegram to Superintendent, Refugee Camp, East London. 6, 26th March. 


BH ASHOrRboNpS 





.C. 7701. 
(B.C. 7701) oe 


‘Sr, / February 28, 1902. 
I HAVE the honour to forward herewith a copy of my Proclamation, No, 4, of 
4902, concerning the administration of Refugee Camps in the Orange River Colony 





* No. 89: 
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and Cape Colony, and to refer Clause 3 of the same to you for your consideration as: 
to the possibility of appointing the Superintendents of the Refugee Camps at present 
in existence and to be formed in the Cape Colony, under my administration, to be 
ex-officio Justices of the Peace for the district in which such camp is situated, and to 
grant them the right of carrying out the provisions of this Proclamation during their" 
term of office. 

I have, &c., 


H. J. Gootp-Apams. 
His Excellency the Governor, 
Cape Town. 





(B.) 


- + + . . Upon Mr. Wyasson’s arrival I introduced him to the local Com- 
mandant, and it was arranged that a notice should be issued under Martial Law 
dba for ingress to and egress from the camp only by permit from the Camp. 

uperintendent. . .... 


(Extract.) 





(C.) 
Deputy ADMINISTRATOR to GovERNOR, Cape. 
March 19. No. 1046. I should be gel obliged by your furnishing me with 
a reply to my despatch, R.C. 7701, of 28th ultimo, if possible. I hope to occupy the: 


new camp at East London on 22nd, and it is desirable to know the exact powers the 
Superintendent of the Camp will be invested with. 





(D.) 
Governor, Cape Town, to Deputy ApMINIsTRATOR, Orange River Colony. 


20th March, 1. Your telegram, 1046, March 19th, reply to your despatch re 
7701, was sent you on 17th March to effect that there is no provision in law for holders. 
of officers mentioned being regarded as ex-officio Justices of the Peace, but that if 
names of holders are submitted, steps will be at once taken for issue to them of 
Commissions of the Peace tenable during continuance of office. 





(E.) 
SUPERINTENDENT, 
Refugee Camp, 
East London, March 20, 1902. 
Wiru reference to your E.L. 6/1 of the 15th instant. 

1. I think it advisable that the men should be sworn in as police constables, and: 
be given staff rations and quarters in the camp, if no quarters are available for them 
in the camp, you can buy one or two tents locally. 

2. The following remuneration may be given: — 


(1) Head Constable at 10s. per diem. 
(2) Assistant Constable at 8s. per diem. 
3. Pay to commence from date of engagement. 





(F.) 
Mr. Mansercu to Deputy Apministrator, Orange River Colony. 


336, Eighteenth, East London Camp, External Police Patrolling. This matter,. 
though aired by me with local authorities some time ago, has not been definitely dealt 
with, and is now of urgency, in view early arrival inmates. I would recommend that 
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the Magistrate here be authorised by Cape Government to at once add to his police 
force six foot and two mounted men, picked for reliability, and to apportion them 
for duty on a beat which will encircle the camp and cover the area lying between camp 
and active location and portions of the town lying nearest to the camp. The cost of 
eight men to be borne by camp funds. By this means the benefit of the local police 
administration will be obtained at minimum cost. The men need not necessarily: 
be invariably held to the beat in question, but might be occasionally changed wit 
other reliable members of the force. I have communicated foregoing as suggestion 
‘to Lex, but N. will require Your Excellency’s imprimatur, if it is to be carried out. 





(G.) 
Deputy ADMINISTRATOR to Mr. Mansercu, East London. 
March 19, No. 1047. Please give following to Commandant, East London :— 


Begins: As you are aware, a considerable number of refugees are about to 
be located in the new camp. I desire that the same system for punishing 
inmates therein should be adopted as is in vogue in camps within this 
Colony. I have accordingly asked the Governor of the Cape to authorise 
the application of my Proclamation, No. 4, of 18th February, 1902, con- 
ferring upon the Superintendent special powers as a Justice of the Peace. 
In all cases where offences are committed by inmates justifying more severe 
measures I would wish them sent by Superintendent to your Provost- 
Marshal for trial under Martial Law. With your concurrence camp limits 
should be defined, and all persons found within them without proper 
authority should be dealt with by your Provost-Marshal, as also all camp 
a found outside without proper permission from Superintendent. 

S. 


‘ When I receive reply from Commandant I will answer your enquiries regarding 
‘police. | 


(H.) 
CoMMANDANT, East London, to Deputy ApMINisTRATOR, Bloemfontein. 


E.L. 3299. March 20th. Your March 19th, No. 1047, to Burecamp here noted 
for compliance as far as is in my pos but Martial Law at Cape ports is limited. 
Neither I nor the Provost-Marshal can punish. All persons arrested under Martial 
Law must be brought before the Resident Magistrate in his capacity of Deputy Ad- 
Mministrator of Martial Law. I wish to be as helpful to Burgher Camp as I can. 


(J) 
Deputy ADMINISTRATOR to Mr. Mansercu, East London. 

__ ‘March 21st. No. 1048. In your report, dated 17th, I notice you have arranged 
‘with Commandant for the issue of a Martial Law notice providing for ingress and 
“egress to and from camp. Who will punish persons breaking these orders? Ingress 
will affect only civilians, whilst egress can only refer to camp inmates. Governor, 
‘Cape, informs me he can only confer upon Superintendent the powers of an ordinary 
‘Justice of the Peace of Cape Colony. 


(K.) 
GENERAL OFFICER COMMANDING, Capetown, to Deputy ADMINISTRATOR. 


P.R. 2850, March 25. Your 1047 of 19th instant to Commandant, East London. 
Please say what are powers of Superintendents of Burgher Camp here, and if this 
“camp is under Orange River Colony Administration. Are any inmates of camp British 
Subjects? If not, there would be no difficulty in Military Authorities dealing with 
offences. If any are British subjects they would have to be dealt with by Magistrates 
under Lord Kitchener’s agreement with Prime Minister, unless special arrangements 
‘to the contrary be made. 
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(L.) 


Derury ApMinistraTor to GENERAL OFFICER CoMMANDING, Cape Town. 


No.1. March 26th. Your P.R. 2850, under present conditions the Superinten- 
dent, East London Camp, has no powers of punishment excepting in cases of frivial, 
nature. ‘The Governor of Cape Colony informs me that he is powerless to confer upon, 
the Superintendent the powers exercised in this Colony by Superintendents by virtue 
of my Proclamation, No. 4, of 18th February, 1902, a copy of which I sent him. The 
Governor is prepared to make the Superintendent a Justice of the Peace, but this would 
be practically valueless. The camp is under control of this Administration. Ex- 
cepting so far as annexation of this Colony makes them, the camp inmates are not 
British subjects; they have been, in almost all cases specially selected, on account of 
their male relations being still in the field. I would suggest your ordering the appli- 
cation (of) the above Proclamation to the camp in your position as General Officer 
Commanding, Cape Colony. 





— (M.:) 
Deputy ADMINISTRATOR to SUPERINTENDENT REFUGEE Camp, East London. 


26th March, No. 6. Please understand that only Dutch clergymen approved by 
myself should be allowed to hold service in the camp. I am sending Reverend 
Dommissie to you in a short time. | 


rr 


15722 
No. 106. 
Mr. CHAMBERLAIN to Hicu Commissioner LORD MILNER. 
(Sent 1.20 p.m., April 28, 1902.) 
TELEGRAM. 


April 28. No.1. Referring to my telegram of 24th April, No. 5.* Arrange- 
ments now altered: 20 Canadian teachers will sail in “Gaul,” 3rd May, 20 in 
intermediate steamer 10th May. 


eo 


16024 
No. 107. - 
COLONIAL OFFICE to THE ABORIGINES PROTECTION SOCIETY. 
Sr, Downing Street, May 2, 1902. 


I am directed by Mr. Secretary Chamberlain, to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of the 24th of March,+ respecting the native camps in South Africa. 

I am to enclose a copy of the latest report on the working of the native camps 
in the Orange River Colony which has been received in this epartment. It has. 
since ‘been ascertained by telegraph that in the native camps in the Transvaal, with a 
tagie of 40,000, the deaths in January were about 880, in February 550, and in 

arch 400. 

In the Orange River Colony, with a population of about 43,000 in native 
locations, the deaths were in January about 1,400, in February about 800, and in 
March about 470. 

The figures given above appear to show that the conditions of life in the native 
camps have improved considerably, and Mr. Chamberlain has no doubt that Lord 
Milner will not fail to exercise all proper care in dealing with the natives who are de- 
pendent on the Government. 

I am, &c., 
FRED. GRAHAM. 





? * No. 98. t No. 71. } See Sub-Enclosure in Enclosure.in No. 4. 
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17821 
No. 108. 


Hicu Commissioner LORD MILNER to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. 
(Received May 3, 1902.) 
[Copy to War Office, May 19,1902. LF.) 


[Answered by No. 116.] 


(No. 382.) 
Sir, High Commissioner’s Office, Johannesburg, April 11, 1902. 
Wiru reference to my despatch, No. 347, of April 4th,* I have the honour to 
enclose, for your information, a copy of the undermentioned documents on the subject 
of Boer Concentration Camps in Transvaal and Natal. 


I have, &c., 
MILNER, 
High Commissioner. 


SCHEDULE OF ENCLOSURES. 


From Director of Burgher Camps, Pretoria. Letter. March 26, 1902. 

To Director of Burgher Camps, Pretoria. Letter. April 4, 1902. 

From Director of Burgher Camps, Pretoria. Letter. March 27, 1902. 

To Director of Burgher Camps, Pretoria. Letter. April 4, 1902. 

From Director of Burgher Camps, Pretoria. Letter. arch 27, 1902. 
From Director of Burgher Camps, Pretoria. Letter. March 28, 1902. 

To Director of Burgher Camps, Pretoria. Letter. April 4, 1902. 

From Director of Burgher Camps, Pretoria. Letter, with enclosure. April 1, 
1902. . 
To Director of Burgher Camps, Pretoria. Letter. April 4, 1902. 

From Governor, Natal. Telegram, No.1. April 3, 1902. 


SAP . GOT Se Sti 60 bS 


a" 





Enclosure 1 in No. 108. 


Drirecror or BurGcHER CAMps, Pretoria, to AssisTaANT SECRETARY TO HicH 
COMMISSIONER. 


Dear Mr. Bucnan, Burgher Camps Department, Pretoria, March 26, 1902. 
Wovwtp you look over these papers and return them to me with an expression 


of your opinion. 

I have seen Mr. Noble and we have discussed the matter. If he is correct in his 
views, there is some risk of pauperizing the people. I am inclined to think that the 
notice} he suggests should be issued on 1st April—more or less as an experimental 
measure. He anticipates that a nie number of people will hand in their ration 
tickets rather than go into camp. If this be the case, it will be an indication that 
excess relief is being given, and we can go further. But if not, we can assume that 


necessity exists, and we can let the matter drop. Dye ; 
Of course, a strict watch will have to be kept that no cases of individual hardship 


result. 
Yours, &c., 


S. J. THomson. 








* No. 104. 
t The notice proposed was that all recipients of outside relief in Johannesburg must by a certain 


day hand in their ration tickets or go into the camp. 
12179 
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Enclosure 2 in No. 108. 


ASSISTANT SECRETARY TO HicH ComMiIssIoNER to Director or BuRGHER CAMpPs, 
Pretoria. . 


Sir, High Commissioner’s Office, Johannesburg, April 4, 1902. 

Wirs reference to your letter, G. 8. 1209, of March 26th, I am directed to say 
that His Excellency entirely approves of the steps which Mr. Noble proposes to take 
to test the reality of the need for relief in the case of people living in the town of 
Johannesburg. 

I return the papers. 
I have, &c., 
J. BucHan, 

| Assistant Secretary to High Commissioner. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Thomson, 

Director of Burgher Camps, 

Pretoria. 


Enclosure 3 in No. 108. 


DrIREcTOR OF BURGHER Camps, Pretoria, to ASSISTANT SECRETARY TO HiGH 
COMMISSIONER. 


Dear Mr. Bucuan, Burgher Camps Department, Pretoria, March 27, 1902. 
I wave the honour to inform you that some of the Rand Gold Mining Companies 
are desirous of engaging a number of Burghers for service in their mines. 

The first application was made to the Superintendent of the Johannesburg Camp, 
by the Robinson Gold Mining Company, and it was proposed by the Superintendent, 
Mr. Noble, that the men should be allowed to reside in the camp with their famities, 
but should contribute to their support to the extent of paying 9d. a day for adult 
rations and half that amount for children. 

This suggestion was approved at the time by the Military Governor, who, however, 
thought the, amount should be increased to 1s. per day. , 

Another application has been made by the Jumpers Gold Mining Company, that 
their contractors might be allowed to enter Irene Camp for the purpose of engaging 
Burghers for service at that mine. 

As this mine is some distance from the camp, and it will be impossible for the 
men to return every evening, as would be the case as regards the Johannesburg Camp, 
and cannot therefore be under the supervision of the Superintendent, the question 
arises, whether it would not be desirable, before granting permission for Burghers to 
leave the camps for the purpose of working in the mines, to stipulate that the mining 
companies should provide quarters on the mines for the wives and families of the 
Burghers, and so relieve the Government of the cost of feeding and housing them. 

Owing to the scarcity of labour at the present time, it is probable that other 
companies will also endeavour to utilize Burgher labour in lieu of natives, and the 
wages offered being much “7 than can be earned in the camps, the Burghers will, 
naturally, desire to leave. ‘The number available for camp duties will .thus be con- 
siderably reduced, and it may be necessary to raise the wages of these in order to 
induce them to remain. | 

On the other hand, if it is made a condition that, if the men are allowed to go, 
their families should accompany them, it is possible the mining companies might object 
to employ them on those terms, though, in the present state of the labour market, it 
is equally possible they might agree to do so. 

I hast be glad to have the High Commissioner’s opinion on this matter. 


T have, &c., 
S. J. Tuomson, C.I.E., 
Lieutenant-Colonel, I.M.S., 
Director of Burgher Camps. 
J. Buchan, Esq., 
Assistant Secretary to the ; 
High Commissioner for South Africa. 
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Enclosure 4 in No. 108. 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY TO HicH ComMMIssIONER to Director or BuRGHER CAMPs, 


Pretoria. 
SIR, High Commissioner’s Office, Johannesburg, April 4, 1902. 
I HAVE to eho your letter, G. 8. 1336, of March 27th. 


I am directed by His Excellency, Lord Milner, to say that, subject to the con- 
currence of the Military Authorities, he would be willing to assist the various mining 
companies in their efforts to engage Burghers from the camps. 

He is not disposed to make it an inflexible rule that the Burghers so engaged 
should still reside im the camps, but he thinks that a sufficient cag a be stopped 
out of their wages to provide for their wives and children who are being ronported: b 
us. The mines would be responsible for the exercise of a certain supervision over mich 
employees, and must immediately report any cases of desertion to the Superintendent 
of the ing from which the men were taken. The Burghers would continue to 
remain on the rolls of the camps, from which they were withdrawn, and the privilege 
Sop gi to them of living at the mines would i liable to cancellation, if abused. 

uch men would then be in the position of Burghers resident in Johannesburg or 
Pretoria, under the supervision of the Police. 

At the same time it is important to have a certain number of able-bodied men 
in the camps for camp duties. His Excellency thinks, therefore, that the only sin 
allowed to go into outside employment should be those who have been thoroughly 
well conducted, and preferably those who have taken the Oath of Allegiance. This 
would minimise the danger of escape, and at the same time leave a certain staff for 


camp labours. 
T have, &c., 


J. BucHan, 
Assistant Secretary to High Commissioner. 
To the Director of Burgher Camps, 
Pretoria. 





Enclosure 5 in No. 108. 
Direcror or BurRGHER CAMps, Pretoria, to Assistant SECRETARY TO HicH 


COMMISSIONER. 
Dear Mr. Bucnan, Burgher Camps Department, Pretoria, March 27, 1902. 
I seND you this Beer siSa i eiget for His Excellency’s er ig and orders. 


General Maxwell left instructions for the removal of the Nylstroom people to 


Irene, and preliminaries had been settled long ago. 

The Nylstroom people were therefore removed to Irene last week. 

Lord Kitchener now wishes them sent to Natal. You will see that no actual 
orders have been sent to me as yet, as he is not certain as to whom to address on the 
subject, but no doubt I shall receive a communication before long. 

Yours, &c., 
S. J. Tuomson, C.LE., 
‘ Lieutenant-Colonel, I.M.S., 
Director of Burgher Camps. 
P.S.—Kindly return these papers with your reply. 





Enclosure 6 in No. 108. 


Drecror or BurcHer Camps, Pretoria, to Assistant Secretary To Hick 
COMMISSIONER. ; 
Dear Mr. BucHaAn, Pretoria, March 28, 1902. 
REFERRING to my letter of yesterday anent the Nylstroom refugees, it has 
occurred to me that possibly Lord Kitchener might be satisfied if we only sent the 
families of men on commando and “ undesirables ” to Natal. 
I have wired to Irene to find out how many such people there are, and will let 


ou know directly the information comes. 
: : Yours, &c., 


S. J. THomson. 
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Enclosure 7 in No. 108. 


ASSISTANT SECRETARY TO HigH Commissioner to Director or BurGHER Camps, 
Pretoria. 


Sir, High Commissioner’s Office, Johannesburg, April 4, 1902. 

WITH reference to your letter, G. 8. 525, of March 27th, I am directed by His 
Excellency Lord Milner to say that he will communicate with the Commander-in- 
Chief on the subject of the removal of the Nylstroom Camp to Natal. 

Nylstroom, so far as we know, has been perfectly well conducted, and there seems 
no reason for its wholesale removal. Any “ undesirables,” however, from that camp 
had better be removed to Natal. 

I have, &c., 


J. BucHan, 
Assistant Secretary to High Commissioner. 
To the Director of Burgher Camps, . 
Pretoria. 


Enclosure 8 in No. 108. 
Mr. R. Morrat to AssistaANT SECRETARY TO HicH COMMISSIONER. 


Sir, Burgher Camps Department, Pretoria, April 1, 1902. 
I HAVE the honour to submit, for your perusal, copies of circulars, Nos. 115 and 
130, re the erection of huts in Burgher camps. 

It was originally intended that the Burghers should make the bricks and erect the 
huts without remuneration, but this was found to be impracticable owing to so many 
of the families having no male members with them in the camps. 

Instructions were then issued by my predecessor, with the approval of the Military 
Governor, that the bricks should be made by contract at prices ranging from seven 
and sixpence to ten shillings per thousand. 

As the Camp Superintendents are not all acquainted with this ruling, and are 
also in doubt as to whether the buildings are to be erected on payment, it 1s now pro- 
posed to issue circular 130 for their guidance. ries 

Will you kindly inform me if the instructions contained therein meet with the 
approval of His Excellency the High Commissioner. ii | 

ave, &., 


R. Morrat, 
for Director of Burgher Camps. 


J. Buchan, Esq., ; 
Assistant Secretary to His Excellency 
The High Commissioner, 
ohannesburg. 





(Circular, No. 115.) 
Re Brick and Iron Huts. 
Burgher Camps Department, New Law Courts, 
THE SUPERINTENDENT, Pretoria, February 18, 1902. 
ARRANGEMENTS are being made for a supply of wood and iron, doors and 

windows, to be supplied to each camp, for the erection of huts, 24 feet wide, outside 
measurement, to be divided by a partition into two rooms of equal size. The walls 
will consist of raw brick; the floor will be boarded. . ; 

The Burghers will be expected to erect these buildings without being paid for 
the labour, the intention being that when the time comes for them to return to their 
farms, they shall be allowed to remove the timber and iron, windows and doors, for 


th se of erecting shelters for themselves. ; 
. Should any of the inmates of your camp wish to extend the size of these huts, they 


will be allowed to do so on repayment of the actual cost of the extra material required. 
You are therefore directed to have raw bricks made in large quantities, so that 
when the wood and iron arrive at your camp there may not be any delay in erecting 


these huts. 
General Superintendent. 


| 











(Circular, No. 130.) 
(Supplement to Circular, No. 115.) 
Re Building of Huts. 


Burgher Camps Department, New Law Courts, 
THE SUPERINTENDENT, Pretoria, April, 1902. 
ans, As, in circular, No. 115, it is not very clear as to whether the bricks for use in 
building these huts are to be paid for or not, you are hereby authorised to enter into 
a contract with your Burghers for the supply of the necessary quantity of green 
bricks at from 7s. 6d. to 10s. a thousand. 

_Able-bodied Burghers are expected to erect the buildings for their own immediate 
families without pay, but should receive remuneration for their services in erecting 
those intended for the accommodation of families who have no adult male members 
capable of performing the work. 

Such buildings should, if possible, be erected by contract, but, when this cannot 
be arranged, the Burghers may be paid at the usual rate of pay. 

This being Special Expenditure, will not be included in your wages sheet, but 
should be debited direct to Buildings Account. 

As the timber for these huts is cut to the proper lengths and sizes, it is inadvis- 
able for you to commence the erection of them until you receive a copy of the plans 
and specifications which are now being drawn up. 


Enclosure 9 in No. 108. 


AssIsTANT SECRETARY TO HicH CoMMISSIONER to Director or BuRGHER CAMPS, 
Pretoria. 


Sir, High Commissioner's Office, Johannesburg, April 4, 1902. 
I nave the honour to acknowledge your letter of April 1st, and the copies of 
circulars issued to the camps. 
His Excellency approves of the instructions contained therein. 
I have, &c., 
J. BUCHAN, 

Assistant Secretary to High Commissioner. 

To the Director of Burgher Camps, 
Pretoria. 





Enclosure 10 in No, 108. 
From Governor, Natal, Pietermaritzburg, to Hicu Commissioner, Johannesburg. 
TELEGRAM. 


April 3. No. 1. Inspected Merebank and St. Jacob's Siding Camps last 
Saturday. Found everything in capital order, next to no sickness, no complaints by 
inmates—who were given opportunity of saying same before me. If present excellent 
health continues I shall be able to spare you a few nurses and doctors if you require 


them for Transvaal. 


ee 


17851 
No. 109. 


Governor Sir H. E. McCALLUM to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. 
(Received 8.45 p.m., May 3, 1902.) 
TELEGRAM. 
[Copy to War Office, May 9, 1902. L.F.] 


May 3. No. 2. Natal burgher camps. Total number of deaths April, 46. 
Average inmates 23,500; rate 23.5 per thousand per annum. 
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17350 
No. 110. 
Hicu Commissioner LORD MILNER to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. 
(Received 11.25 p.m., May 3, 1902.) 
TELEGRAM. 


_ May 3. No. 399. My telegram of 26th April, No. 387.* Weekly return of 
child mortality. Deaths: Transvaal 12, Orange River Colony 10, Natal 10, Cape 
Colony nil; total 32. 


10691 
No. 111. 
Mr. CHAMBERLAIN to Governor Sm H. E. McCALLUM. 
Copy to War Office, May 9,1902. LP. 
‘qo. 48) [Copy Mi y ] 
Sir, Downing Street, May 8, 1902. 


I nave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch, No. 48, of the 
21st February last,} giving an account of your visits to the various Burgher Camps 
outside Maritzburg on the occasion of vour tour through the Colony. 

2. I have read your despatch with interest and satisfaction, and I am glad to 
take this opportunity of expressing my appreciation of your efforts to ensure the health 
and good order of the camps as well as of the excellent work done by Sir Thomas Mur- 
ray and the Superintendents of the different camps. 

I have, &c., 
J. CHAMBERLAIN. 





17957 
No. 112. 


CROWN AGENTS FOR THE COLONIES to COLONIAL OFFICE. 
(Received May 8, 1902.) 
[Copy to High Commissioner, May 10, 1902. No. 574. LP] 
~ [Answered by No. 113.) 


South Africa—Huts for Concentration Camps. 


‘ Downing Street, London, May 7, 1902. 
I HAVE the honour to inform you that, in accordance with informal instructions 
Specification, received from your Department on the 27th February, we in- 
Sth March, 1902. vited tenders from a large number of firms for considerable quanti- 
ties of huts for use in the Concentration Camps, South Africa, basing the specification, 
a copy of which is enclosed, upon the information contained in Lord Milner’s telegram 
of the 15th February§ to the Secretary of State. 
| 2. In order to avoid loss of time, and to obtain the most favourable quotations, 
we requested the firms invited to tender to submit their own designs for the huts, with 
the result that we have received a considerable variety of designs, tide in price from 
£49 up to £109 per hut when ordered in a quantity of 100, and including Boyle’s ventila- 
tors. Firms were also required to submit alternative tenders of ventilation, substi- 
tuting a more inexpensive system. The alternative reduces the cost per hut by approxi- 
mately£1. 0.0 | 
3. None of the designs are entirely satisfactory, and all would require consider- 
able revision. In the absence of information as to the quality and durability of material 
required, we were working somewhat in the dark, but on the assumption that timber 
huts of thoroughly good quality and substantial construction throughout were neces- 
sary, we considered £60 to £65 per hut the lowest price that could safely be named. 
-This is entirely a question of quality, and if cheaper materials would be acceptable, 
and the huts not built in sections, the cost would be considerably less. ) 


Sir, 





* No. 102. + No. 56.” + Not printed. § No. 1. 
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4. ‘To the above sum must be added the cost of freight, which we have ascertained 
would, for huts constructed in sections, amount to about £36 each to Cape Town and 
Algoa Bay, or £44 to East London and Natal; these amounts would, we understand, 
be considerably reduced if large quantities were shipped. 

5. As regards this very ony cost of shipment m sections, the following extract 
from a letter from our Inspecting Engineer shows that if it were permissible to ship the 
various parts merely bundled and packed in the usual way, the shipping weight would 
be reduced by some 75 per cent. :— 

“The desire of the High Commissioner that the huts be sent out in sections, 
adds very considerably to the cost, not only of their freight, but also of their con- 
struction, and in cases where tenderers’ works are remote from a port of shi 
ment, to the cost of their railway transit to such port. If, therefore, the 
principle of sending out the huts in sections could be abandoned, and the various 
parts were merely bundled and packed in the usual ees for shipment, I should 
estimate that the shipping weight might be reduced from 20 or 22 tons, to 5 
or 6 tons.” 7 

6. We have incurred some expense in printing specifications and obtaining 
technical advice, and this, with the sanction of the Secretary of State, we propose to 
charge to our Concentration Camps Account as soon as the amounts are known. 

If more huts are likely to be wanted we should, if possible, be furnished with 
full information as to numbers, quality of materials, &c., to enable us to prepare a 
specification, and call for tenders upon a definite basis. 

8. I take the opportunity to enclose, for the information of Mr. Secretary Cham- 
berlain, a copy of a letter* which we have received from a Mr. W. T. Crosse, 0 ering to 
loan huts of the nature therein described to the Colonial Government on special terms. 
It does not appear to us that the scheme is one which is likely to recommend itself 
to the Secretary of State’s approval, and we have, therefore, informed the writer that 

his letter has been referred to you, but that his offer Ff geal to Be accepted. 
ave, &c., 


M. A. CAMERON. 





17957 
No. 113. 


COLONIAL OFFICE to CROWN AGENTS FOR THE COLONIES. 
[Copy to High Commissioner, March 10, 1902. No. 574. LL.) 


GENTLEMEN, Downing Street, May 10, 1902. 

I am directed by Mr. Secretary Chamberlain to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of the 7th inst.,} respecting the supply of huts for the Concentration Camps 
in South Africa, and to inform you that he approves of your charging the amount of 
the expenses incurred in procuring designs to the Concentration Camps Account. 

ith regard to the letter from Mr. W. T. Crosse, a copy of which was enclosed 
in your letter of the 7th inst., in which he offers to loan huts for the Camps on —— 
terms, I am to request that you will be good enough to ascertain trom Mr. Crosse 


what is the “market price” of the huts to which he reters. 
’ Tam, &c., 
FRED, GRAHAM. 


EEE 


18297 
No. 114. 


Hicn Commissioner LORD MILNER to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. 
(Received 12.20 a.m., May 11, 1902.) 
TELEGRAM. 
May 10. No. 415. My telegram, No. 399, of 3rd May. Weekly return of 
child mortality for the week ending 38rd May. Deaths: Transvaal 13, Orange River 


Colony 10, Natal 9, Cape Colony 1; total 33. 
Oe * 
* Not printed. + No. 112. t No. 110. | . 
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18298 
No. 115. 


HicH CommissionER LORD MILNER to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. 
(Received 2.10 a.m., May 11, 1902.) 
TELEGRAM. 

May 10. No. 416. My telegram, No. 346. 12th April.* Concentration camp 
statistics for April :— 

Transvaal. Men 9,313, women 18,366, children 20,247. Deaths: Men 24, 
women 27, children 70. 

Orange River Colony. Men 6,034, women 14,312, children 16,218. Deaths: 
Men 20, women 44, children 64. 

Natal. Men 3,362, women 9,881, children 10,778. Deaths: Men 3, women 10, 
children 33. 


Cape Colony. Men 672, women 1,706, children 1,844. Deaths: 1 woman 
2 children. 


Compiled from weekly telegram. 


17821 





No. 116. 
Mr. CHAMBERLAIN to Hicu Commissioner LORD MILNER. 
[Copy to War Office, May 19, 1902. L.F.] 


[Answered by No. .142] 
(No. 579.) 


My Lorp, Downing Street, May 15, 1902. 

I wave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch, No. 382, of 
11th ultimo, forwarding further correspondence 
regarding the Boer Refugee Camps. 

Secretary of State, Ang. 16,1901, No.3. .  - observe, from enclosures 3 and 4, that it 
High Commissioner, Aug. 20, 1901, No. 557. 18 proposed to make arrangements to allow the 
Secretary of State, Aug. 21, 1901, No.3. Rand Gold Mining Companies to engage a 
High Commissioner, Aug. 25,1901, No. 568. number of burghers for service in their mines. 
, You have no doubt satisfied yourself that 
this arrangement will not give a for com- 
plaints from British miners or refugees, such as formed the subject of the correspond- 
ence} noted in the margin. 
I have, &c., 


J. CHAMBERLAIN. 





18298 
No. 117. 


Mr. CHAMBERLAIN to Hicu Commissioner LORD MILN ER. 
(Sent 1.45 p.m., May 16, 1902.) 
TELEGRAM. 


May 16. No.1. Report with detailed figures of Orange River Colony camps 
for March not yet received by mail. Please send, if not already on the way. 





19510 
No. 118. 
Governor Sir H. E. MCCALLUM to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. 
(Received May 17, 1902.) 
[Copy to War Office, May 50,1902. LF.) 
(No. 109.) 


Government House, Pietermaritzburg, Natal, 
Si, April 22, 1902. 
I nave the honour to forward, for your information, copy of a despatch to the 
High Commissioner relative to proposed instruction to adults in the Burgher Camps, 
Natal. . 


* No. 85. t No. 108. t Nos. 209, 229, 236 and 257 in African No. 667. 
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2. By despatch, dated 19th instant, the High Commissioner approves of my 
ok aeme and asks that lecturer and lantern apparatus may be sent on to the 


ransvaal. 
I have, &c., 
HENRY McCALLUM. 





Enclosure in No. 118. 
GOVERNOR to HicH CoMMISSIONER. 
(Natal. No. 121.) 


My Lorp, Government House, Natal, April 14, 1902. 

I nave the honour to inform you that for some time past I have been anxious 
that the adults in the Natal Concentration Camps should receive useful instruction ; 
that our efforts for education should not be confined to the children, but that when the 
time comes for families to return to their farms the adults will also find that their 
knowledge has been improved to an extent and in a direction which will be useful in 
the future work of conciliation and settlement. 

2. With this object in view, I conceived the desirability of holding a series of 
lectures descriptive of the immensity of the British Empire, of the resources and 
capabilities and general particulars of the different Colonies, of the growth and deeds 
of the Army and Navy, and such like kindred subjects. 

3. I therefore saw Mr. Corbett, Inspector of Schools, explained to him my ideas, 
and ascertained from him that they entirely coincided with his views. As a pre- 

inary measure I asked him to obtain for the Camp Schools large Empire hanging 
maps, showing in detail the extent of the British Empire, so that even the children 
would have an opportunity of comparing the total area with that of the new Colonies. 

4. I enclose copy of letter which I received from Mr. Corbett, whom I saw at 27th 
Merebank before his letter reached me. After some discussion, I authorized him to 1909, 
obtain lantern and slides to the amount of one hundred pounds, and to engage ~~ 
lecturers at an inclusive fee of three guineas per lecture. T hope you will approve 
of this action on my part, and inform me whether you would like the lecturer and 
apparatus to be sent on to Mr. Sargant for employment in the new Colonies also. 

5. Ihave also had in contemplation the establishment of cooking classes so as 
to train the women in a wider field than that to which they have been accustomed, and 
eoeeny to improve them in this direction. The men folk of the new Colonies cannot 
ail to appreciate greatly such improvement, and have kindlier feelings for those who 
have brought it about. I do not propose, however, to take any step in this direction 
until I learn whether it meets with your Lordship’s approval. 

6. TIalso propose to have prepared a few short papers on hygiene and sanitation, 
and to distribute them for the information and instruction of the inmates of the 


camps. | 
T have, &c., 
y McCativm. 
His Excellency 
The Lord Milner, G.C.B., Pr ge 


0 &e., 
Johannesburg. 





19491 +d rn 
o. 119. 


Hicu CommissioneR LORD MILNER to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. 
(Received May 17, 1902.) 
[Copy to Treasury, July 5, 1902. LF.) 


[Answered by No. 47 in [Cd. 1163] July, 1912. 

(No. 438.) : 

Sir, High Commissioner’s Office, Johannesburg, April 25, 1902. 
Wrru reference to my despatch, South Africa, No, 192, of 2ist February,* I 

have the honour to submit a further report of the expenditure of the Relief and Re- 


* No. 322 in African No. 680. 
12179 2F 
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settlement Vote of £500,000, and the work done in this connection since the date of 
my last despatch. ' | 

I propose to deal with the matter as before under three heads, 

1, Keturn and Relief of British Refugees. 

2. The Repatriation of the Boer population. | 

3. The introduction of new settlers in the country districts. 

i. ‘The Relief of British Refugees——The cost of improving the camps at East 
London, Pietermaritzburg, and Durban, to which I referred in my last report 
has reached, during the months of February and March, the sum of £1,100. This 
may be taken as in all probability exhausting the payments from the fund under this 
head, as the camps are now almost entirely broken up. An additional £5,000 has been 
granted to the Mansion House and Imperial Relief funds res ctively; and with this 
addition I think that these two funds will be able to meet remaining calls to the 
end of the financial year. 

The relief of British Refugees has, for the most part, been transferred from the 
coast to the Transvaal. The number permitted to return in F ebruary was 6,581, as 
against 5,492 in January. In March the number was 6,833. In addition the in- 
habitants of the Beach Camp, East London, 446 in number, were brought up en bloc 
by the Refugee Aid Department. The work of this last mentioned department has 
been considerably increased of late, and of the various relieving agencies it will con- 
tinue to be the hardest-worked and the most expensive. 

Mr. Duncan’s statement shows that Mee ie months of February and March the 
Refugee Aid Department received the sum of £7,315, the Permit Office £680, and the 
Personal and Property Inquiry Department £481. The three departments have spent 
between them in the two months £3,460. I do not think these figures will be much 
exceeded, and £2,000 per month may be taken as a fair estimate for the average 
monthly expenditure under this head during the remainder of the financial year. 

2. Repatriation of the Boer oxen pagent this subject I have little to add 
to what I said in my last Report. I drew an outline of the organisation which I pro- 
posed to use in this work, and the kindred business of Land Settlement; but the nature 
of the military situation and the a prempescl to taking any practical steps in settle- 
ment have pg tae the execution of this plan. As, however, the detailed schedules 
of Prisoners of War are beginning to arrive, I have somewhat strengthened both the 
Land Boards on the “repatriation” side in order to deal with them. In the Orange 
River Colony I have appointed Major McLoughlin as Secretary to the Land Board 
specially for the work of “ repatriation,” and in the Transvaal I have engaged Captain 
Flughes, an experienced Colonial farmer, who has rendered great service to the In- 
telligence Department, for similar work. These gentlemen will collate the information 
obtained from the camps with similar information from the Concentration Camps, and 

repare detailed lists for each district, showing the number of people to be brought 

ack and their prospective requirements. Registers and forms of inquiry have been 
prepared, and are being filled up as quickly as the conditions of the work permit. I 
am also arranging for selected parties of well-disposed Burghers from each Prisoners 
of War Camp to visit the chief cattle-raising and a sioulttueal districts of Australia and 
New Zealand. (See my despatch, No. 389, of 11th April.)* Some prominerit 
South African will act as guide to each party, and it is hoped that the delegates, when 
they return, may do something both publicly and privately to raise the level of Boer 
farming, and introduce a more active and enter rising spirit among the rural popu- 
lation. Finally the hutting arrangements for the Burgher Camps, which I referred 
to in my last report, are being rapidly pushed on, and we hope in a few months’ time 
to have most of the families in the camps provided with houses, which when the time 
comes can be removed to their farms. Meanwhile the Transvaal Land Board have 
decided, with my approval, on two small experimental shipments of breeding cattle 
from Australia and North America, and T am endeavouring to arrange for more, since 
it is of the highest importance to find out under what conditions imported Cattle will 
survive in this country. 

4. Introduction of new Settlers——The business of acquiring land by private pur- 
chase has, as I anticipated, proved a matter of great difficulty. With 30 many 
rivals in the field, who buy largely as a speculation, and with the intention of reselling, 
it is difficult for our Agents, who buy on behalf of prospective settlers, to compete 
successfully. In the Orange River Colony a number of blocks of valuable farms, 


* No. 173 in African No. 685 (Prisoners of War). 
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amounting altogether to over 60,000 morgen, have been acquired both east and west 
of the railway, chiefly in the neighbourhoods of Kroonstad, Heilbron, Ficksburg and 
Bethulie at the cost of about £100,000. The work of surveying the lands already 
acquired goes on wherever the conditions of the country permit, and the registers of 
persons desirous to settle, the numbers of whom increases, are being completed. The 
proposed terms of settlement have been revised over and over again. I had hoped to 
send you a draft before now, but have been delayed by these revisions. Possibly I 
might be able to send the final draft by next mail. In the Transvaal, since I last wrote, 
we have made no actual purchases of land, but through our Agents we have secured a 
number of options in the best agricultural districts. I hope shortly to be able to yd 
the acquisition of a number of good farms. I am —s as far as possible to buy 
land in blocks, and near other Government lands, so that when the time comes we may 
be able to Colonise small districts and not isolated farms. The farms worked by the 
Cattle Preservation Department have now been taken over by the Land Board, and 
the staff and scope of work are being slightly curtailed, since, owing to the scattered 
position of the farms, it was found that stock was frequently looted bythe Boers, and the 
financial returns did not justify us in keeping up the experiment on the original scale 
under present conditions. With regard to the proposed model farm in the Potchef- 
Stroom district, I am sending down an irrigation expert to report on the very simple 
irrigation works which are necessary ; but I am awaiting the arrival of Mr. Smith before 
coming to any decision on the exact situation and extent of the farm. 

The military situation has made it impossible even where we have acquired the 
land to fix a definite date for its colonisation. At the same time I realise the extreme 
importance, as a proof of bond fides, of making some sort of beginning. As far as I can 
See at present, we should be able to start work in the Barberton District very soon. 
As you are aware, the Government owns a number of excellent farms in this neigh- 
bourhood. T had a report drawn up on the Agricultural capabilities of the district by 
an expert in fruit and tobacco farming, and his verdict was extremely favourable. 

he Government land is mostly leased on annual lease to small farmers, the majority 
of whom have not complied with the terms of their contract. I propose to send a Com- 
mission down to Barberton consisting of one or two experts on South African farming, 
and a lawyer. They will report which of the leases we are legally and equitably 
bound to recognize, and which we are at liberty to cancel. At the same time the Com- 
mission will divide the unappropriated Government land, and the land of which the 
leases have fallen in, or should be cancelled, into suitable holdings with a view to our 
offering them to settlers. 

I enclose a statement* prepared by Mr. Duncan on the condition of the Relief 
and Resettlement Fund up to the end of March. According to his figures the actual 
expenditure up to that date has been £191,000. But to this must be added the original 
grant of £10,000 to the Imperial Relief Fund, all of which except an insignificant frac- 
tion is charged upon the Relief and Resettlement 4 Million. Extra grants of £5,000 
each have been made to the Imperial Relief and Mansion House funds during the 
Saag month. £70,000 has also been advanced to the Orange River Colony Land 

ard to complete the purchase price of the large block of farms referred to above. 
This would bring the total expenditure up to date to £281,000, leaving a surplus of 





£219,000. eo 
I have, &c., | 
MILNER, 
High Commissioner. 
208381 


No. 120. 
Hicu CommissioneR LORD MILNER to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. 
(Received 3.40 p-m., May 24, 1902.) 
TELEGRAM. 


. May 24. No, 447. My telegram of 9th May, No. 415. Weekly return of 
child mortality for week ending 10th May. Deaths: Transvaal 5, Orange River 
Colony 6, Natal 7, Cape Colony nil; total 18. 


- — 


Fs 7 * Not printed. t No, 114, 
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20661 
No. 121. 
Hicu CommissionER LORD MILNER to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. 
(Received 9.56 p.m., May 26, 1902.) 
TELEGRAM. 


May 26. No. 451. My telegram, No. 447, 24th May.* Weekly return of 
child mortality for week ending 17th May. Deaths: Transvaal 24, Orange River 
Colony 8, Natal 4, Cape Colony nil; total 36. 


£2056 
No. 122. 
Governor Sir H. E. McCALLUM to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. 
(Received 5.10 p.m., June 4, 1902.) 
TELEGRAM. 
[ Copy to War Office, June 10,1902. LF.) 


June 4. No.1. Forty-three deaths Natal camps in month of May, or 20.7 per 
1,v00 per annum. Similar telegram sent to High Commissioner. 


22472 
No. 123. 


HicuH Commissioner LORD MILNER to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. 
(Received 10.10 a.m., June 6, 1902.) 
TELEGRAM. 


June 5. No. 479. My telegram, No. 451, of 26th May.j— Weekly return of 
child mortality for week ending 24th May. Deaths: Transvaal 12, Orange River 
Colony 8, Natal 7, Cape Uolony nil; total 27. 


22478 
No. 124. 


Hicu ComMMIssioneER LORD MILNER to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. 
(Received 10.21 a.m., June 6, 1902.) 
TELEGRAM. 


June 5. No. 480. My telegram, No. 479, 5th June.t Weekly return for child 


mortality for week ending 31st May. Deaths: Transvaal 8, Orange River Colony 8, 
Natal 8, Cape Colony nil; total 24. 





22725 ’ 
No. 125. 


Hicu CommissioneR LORD MILNER to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. 
(Received vune 7, 1902.) 


[ Copy of enclosure 2 to War Office, August 7, 1902. L.F.] 
(No. 485.) 


Sir, High Commissioner’s Office, Johannesburg, May 16, 1902. 
Wir reference to my despatch, No. 474, of May 9th,§ I have the honour to 
enclose, for your information, a copy of the undermentioned documents on the subject 
of Boer Concentration Camps in Orange River ny and Cape Colony. 


have, &c., 
MILN 


High Commissioner. 





* No. 120. t No. 121. t No. 123. § 21514: not printed. 
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SCHEDULE OF ENCLOSURES. 


1. From General Officer Commanding, Cape Town. Monthly Report, Port Eliza. 
beth Camp. May 9, 1902. s Mreves ; 

2. From Financial Adviser to Orange River Colony Administration. Letter, No. 4154. 
May 6, 1902. 


Enclosure 1 in No. 125. 


Orricer ComMANDING, Cape Colony District, to Mmrrary Secretary To HicH 
7 COMMISSIONER. 
(Pr. A. 2032.) 


MiniTaRyY SECRETARY 
TO THE HicH COMMISSIONER, 
Johannesburg, 
Monraty report on the general work of the Refugee Camp at Port Elizabeth 
is forwarded herewith, in accordance with instructions from Army Headquarters, 
Pretoria, dated 16th November, 1901. 


L. HEYMAN, 
S.0.P. of W.., 
The Castle, Major-General, 
Cape Town, Commanding Cape Colony District. 
May 5, 1902. 
SIR, Boer Exile Camp, Port Elizabeth, A ril 27, 1902. 
I nave the honour to enclose the Medical Officer’s Report for April I regret 


to report that a child, Algoa Mizpah Lubenburg, aged 14 months, died on April 17th, 
otherwise the health of the camp has been bed, 

The food supplied has been of good quality, and I received no complaints. 

The school has been well attended during the month. An inspection was held 
three weeks ago, and the results were satisfactory. 

Mr. Frederic Koetze was sent here from Bethulie to join his wife on April 3rd; 
Mrs. Roodt and their daughters were sent here from Middelburg on April 26th; and 
Mrs. Steyn and four children were given parole April Ist. Louisa Engelbrecht was 
sent to her friends at Naauwpoort April 18th. 


Thave, &c., 
W. H. Fenner, Captain, 
Commanding Boer Exile Camp, Port Elizabeth. 
To Station Staff Officer, 


















Port Elizabeth. 
RETURN OF EXILES IN CAMP AT PORT ELIZABETH FOR MONTH OF APRIL, 1902. 
Average No. Rate of 
—_—_ No. in Camp. of Sick per Deaths. Births. mortality among Remarks. 
Week. Children. 
Men 22 Boy ..- 5% Death, child 
& aged 14 
‘3 < Women ... 59 Girl — months — 
E Algoa_ Miz- 
Children ... 193 — pah Lieben- 
burg. 
Total 
co Men _ 
E Women ... — 
° 
© | Children ... 
Total 





W. H. FENNER, 
Port Elizabeth, Commanding Boer Exile Camp, Port Elizabeth. 
April 27, 1902. - 
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Boer Exile Camp, April 27, 1902. 
I BEG to state that there have been eight cases of illness in above camp during 
month ending April 27, viz., one man, four women and three children. 
_ There has been one death (a child named Algoa Mizpah Liebenberg). The cause 
of death was gastro-intestinal catarrh. There has been no case of infectious disease. 
A. E. CHAMBERS, 


Civil Surgeon, _ 
Fort Routectint. 


Enclosure 2 in No. 125. 


FINANCIAL ADVISER, Orange River Colony, to Assisranr Secretary To HicH 
COMMISSIONER. 


(No. 4154.) 
Treasury Department, Government Offices, Bloemfontein, 
Sir, Orange River Colony, May 6, 1902. 

I nave the honour to inform you that the Chief Superintendent of Refugee 
Camps in this Colony has communicated to me your Minute of the 24th ultimo, cover- 
ing the Secretary of State’s despatch, No. 396, of 29th March, on the subject of expendi- 
ture incurred in connection with Concentration Camps. 

It does not appear to be quite clear whether the Colonial Office and the War 
Office quite realise the exact procedure that is being followed in this matter, which is 
as follows :— 

Imprests are drawn monthly by this Treasury from the Chief Paymaster, to whom 
quarterly certified statements of al/ expenditure on Concentration Camps, whether 
incurred through the Chief Superintendent (who draws Imprests from, and renders a 
monthly account to, me for audit), the Superintendent of Native Refugee Camps (who 
adopts a similar practice), the Crown Agents or others. At the end of each quarter 
a final adjustment is made by the Chief Paymaster, Cape Town, who personally renders 
his accounts to the War Office. There is thus no occasion, and it would be incon- 
venient, for any claims or adjustments to be made otherwise than locally. 

The expenditure on Education in the Camps has, as stated in the Colonial Office 
letter of 29th March, been treated as a charge on the funds of the Colony so far as 
the pay and travelling expenses of the Teachers are concerned. But it has not been 
the practice to treat expenditure on tents, rations or medical and other comforts as 
such. It would be almost impossible to allocate such expenditure, or to treat it as 
other than belonging to the ordinary economy of the Camps. All tents, buildings, 
furniture and other stores will, of course, remain the property of the War Office, the 
only exception being such buildings as have been specially constructed for the Educa- 
tion Department at the expense of the Civil Government. 4 

Tn view of the above, it will probably be convenient that the cost of the marquees 
referred to by the Crown Agents and any similar expenditure, should continue to be 
a charge on the general account for Concentration i a “ 

. ave, &c., 





A. BROWNE, 
The Assistant Secretary Financial Adviser. 
To the High Commissioner, 
Johannesburg. 
22750 


No. 126. 
Hicu Commissioner LORD MILNER to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. 
(Received June 9, 1902.) 
[Copy to War Office, July 21,1902. LP.) 
(No. 510.) 


3 High Commissioner’s Office, Johannesburg, May 16, 1902. 
Wirs reference to your despatch, No. 448, of 12th April,* I have the honour 





* No. 854, | 
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to forward, for your information, a statement showing how the present prices in the 
Transvaal Camps compare with those charged in Natal. 
; I have, &c., 
MILNER, 
High Commissioner. 





; Enclosure in No. 126. 
Director or BURGHER Camps, Pretoria, to UNpER-SEcRETARY TO HicH CoMMISSIONER. 


(G.S. No. 1947/02.) 


Burgher Camps Department, New Law Courts, 
Sir, Pretoria, May 9, 1902. 

I wave the honour to acknowledge your letter of the 5th instant, and, in reply, 
to attach a statement showing the present cost of certain rations to Concentration 
Camps, Transvaal (exclusive of rail carriage). 

For convenience of reference, I also attach a statement showing: (1) Military 
charges at Merebank; (2) Prices now paid at Merebank; and (3) Prices paid in 
Transvaal Camps (exclusive of railage). It will be seen that the prices paid in the 
Transvaal Camps, while much lower that the Military charges, compare by no means 
unfavourably with the prices now paid under Civil contracts at Merebank, 

The prices quoted by me are those at which these rations are obtainable in the 
open ar ket We have no transactions with the Military Department as regards 
food supplies. Quotations are sent to us weekly by wire from the coast, and we 
purchase according to offers. 

I have, &c., 


Sami. J. THomson, C.LE., 
Lieutenant-Colonel, 
Imperial Military Secretary, 
Director of Burgher Camps. 
The Under-Secretary, 
His Excellency the High Commissioner, 
Transvaal. 


—-_ — 


COMPARATIVE Statement of Cost of certain Rations at Merebank, Natal, and Concentration 
Camps, Transvaal. 


SSS SSS 











Merebank. Transvaal, 

Article. | Military Charges. Prices now Paid. Exclusive of Railage. 
Bread ae ees | 3d. per lb. ... .«» | 10s. 5d. per 100 Ibs, ... | (Flour) 8s. 9d. per 100 Ibs. 
Meal oj .- | lls. 5d. per 100 Ibs. ... | 13s. 6d. per 183 Ibs. ... | Not used. 
Frozen Meat --- | 10d. per Ib. ... --- | 48d. per lb. ... --- | 4d. per lb. 
Coffee ...  ...| 1s. 3d. perlb.... ... | 5d. to 59d. per Ib. ... (Raw) £1 6s, to £1 10s. per 
Salt ... ‘a | 24. per lb. ... ..- | Os. per 200 Ibs. .. | 58. 6d. to 7s. per 200 lbs. 
Sugar os eee | 4d. per lb, ... —_... | 128. 6d. per 100 Ibs. ... | 11s. 9d. per 100 Ibs. 
Condensed Milk ...| 6d. pertin ... -» | 4s.5d.perdozen ... | 4s. 5d. to 4s. 8d. per dozen. 
Potatoes ... ...| 2d. perlb. ... ... | 8s. 4d. per 100 Ibs. ... | 128. 6d. per 100 Ibs. 


Wood + ee | 28. per 100 Ibs. ... | £1 5s. per ton ... | 19s. per ton. 
Candles... «| 8d. per Ib. ... .. | thd. perlb. ...  ... | 44d. per Ib. 


EEE eee aaa 


Burgher Camps Department, 
New Law Couris, Pretoria, 
May 9, 1902. 
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STATEMENT showing present Cost of certain Rations to Concentration Camps, Transvaal (exclusive 
of Rail Carriage). 





Article. Price. 

Flour... hea Sot say ... | 8s. 9d. per 100 lbs. 
Meat (Frozen) ... ve ‘ne ... | 48d. per Ib. 
Coffee (Bean) ... as jas ... | £1 6s. to £1 10s. per 100 Ibs. 
Salt itp eet at sey ... | 5s. 6d. to 7s. per 200 Ibs. 
Sugar (White, Granulated) ... ... | lls. 9d. per 100 Ibs. 
Condensed Milk (Milk Maid) ... | 48. 5d. to 4s. 8d. per dozen tins. 
Potatoes ... Rhee sine oe ... | 12s. 6d. per 100 Ibs. 
Firewood si ie 4 ... | 19s, per ton of 2,000 Ibs. 
Candles ... see os ass ..» | 44d. per Ib. 

Burgher Camps Department, 

New Law Courts, Pretoria, 
May 9, 1902. 
28626 


No. 127. 
Hicu Commissionrrn LORD MILNER to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. 
(Received 4.24 a.m., June 13, 1902.) 
TELEGRAM. 
June 12. No. 511. My telegram, No. 480, 5th June.* Weekly report child 


mortality for week ending 7th June. Deaths : Transvaal 10, Orange River Colony 5, 
Natal 3, Cape Colony nil; total 18. 


23055 
No. 128. 


Mr. CHAMBERLAIN to Hicu Commissioner LORD MILNER. 
(Sent 5.20 p.m., June 14, 1902.) 
: ‘TELEGRAM. 


June 14. No. 9. With reference to last paragraph of my telegram of 18th 
March, No. 1,+ French Ambassador represents that goods consigned to concentration 
camps from France are being subjected to considerable charges at Cape for ware- 
housing, handling, &c. Charges are presumably being made by private persons or 
municipal bodies in return for facilities offered, but I should be glad to know whether 
anything can be done to alleviate them on analogy of freedom from customs 
duties, &c., already conceded to goods of the kind mentioned. 


23971 
No. 129. 
Governor Sim H. E. McCALLUM to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. 


(Received June 16, 1902.) 
(No. 149.) 
; Government House, Pietermaritzburg, Natal, May 22, 1902. 
REFERRING to my despatch, No. 109, of the 22nd April,{ paragraph 1, I have 
the honour to forward newspaper cutting relative to the commencement which has 
been made for lectures to Boer adults in the Concentration Camps. 
2. A large number of lantern slides have been sai neg England by telegram. 
ave, &¢., 


HENRY McCALLUM. 





Sir 





* No. 124. + No. 47. t No. 118, 


2353 


Enclosure in No. 129. 
“THE NATAL MERCURY,” Monday, May 19, 1902. 


Educating the Burghers. 


Lantern Views of the Empire. 


His Excellency the Governor is a man of ideas. It is an excellent notion to give the Boer adult 
some perception of the vastness of that Empire of which his country now formsa part. With this 
end in view the Governor has instructed the Inspectors of Education in the Burgher Camps to 
organise courses of iantern lectures upon the might and resources of the Empire, and for some time 
past this work has been proceeding. The Y.M.C.A. of Maritzburg has helped most cordially, and 
under its auspices Mr, E. W. Baker has given lantern lectures at Howick and in Maritzburg. In the 
coast camps further lectures have beeu delivered by Messrs. J. H. Corbett and W. . Mitchell, and on 
Friday night at Merebank a more ambitious programme was attempted. 

The Rev. C. K. Hodges went out from Durban, and for a period of nearly two hours held the 
attention of a crowded audience. His subject was,“ A Trip from Merebank to London.” Some 
50 slides illustrative of the voyage, and of the great metropolis were thrown upon the screen. From 
the beginning the lecturer was in touch with his motley audience of “ mooi meisjes,’’ comfortable 
“vrouws,” and bearded “ooms,” and the touch of the trained teacher was recognisable in the 
manner in which he made his hearers delight in exhibiting the knowledge they had just acquired, 
A choir of 30 young ladies, resident in Merebank, sang at intervals part-songs in English, and their 
conductor, Mr. D. J. Viljoen, first assistant master, was much complimented. The arrangements for 
the lecture were carried out in a thoroughly efficient manner by Mr. W. H. Hambly, the principal 
of tbe school. The lantern operator, upon whom so much of the success of such a lecture depends, 
was Mr. W. Maskell, who handled the Tyler Helioscopic Lantern with great skill. _ 

On Whit Tuesday at Jacob’s a lecture on the Navy will be given, and on Friday at Merebank, 
Mr. E. A. Belcher of the Durban High School, will lecture upon “Clive in India.” The Rev. 
C. K. Hodges has promised, if his duties permit, to deliver a second lecture at Merebank next week, 





24216 
No. 130. 


Hicu ComMissioneR LORD MILNER to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. 
(Received 4.45 a.m., June 17, 1902.) 
TELEGRAM. 


[Answered by No. 132. | 
(Paraphrase.) 


June 16. No. P. 5. Confidential. I hope that the military authorities will be 
in no hurry to break up the concentration camps. We will, of course, reduce them as 
fast as possible, indeed, people able without our help to maintain themselves are already 
being allowed to leave. But they are indispensable as starting points for repatriation 
of indigent burghers and bases of supply. 

The same applies to the native refugee camps. These can only be broken up 
with system and care. To turn a number of indigent natives loose on country under 
the present conditions would be positively cruel, and would lead to much crime. 

War Office can, I think, be thirty asked to continue to pay for the camps till they 
are broken up. Otherwise a new and heavy addition wilt a made to the cost of 
repatriation and it will be necessary to revise the Estimates. 





24297 
No. 131. 


Hicu CommissioneR LORD MILNER to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. 
(Received 10.13 a.m., June 17, 1902.) 
TELEGRAM. 


June 16. No. 517. My telegram of 9th May, No. 416.* Concentration camps 
Statistics for May :— | ¢ 
Transvaal: men 9,279, women 17,964, children 19,907. Deaths: men 14, 
women 14, children 49. a 
CRN POOR Fi Sse sec a I Le a cl 
* Ne. 135. 
12179 26 
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Orange River Colony: men 6,926, women 15,714, children 17,308. Deaths: 
men 28, women 19, children 30. 

Natal: men 3,418, women 9,953, children (? 10,905). Deaths: men 3, women 
10, children 29. 

Cape Colony: men 808, women 2,137, children 2,253. Deaths: men nil, women 
nil, children nil. 

Compiled from weekly telegram. 





24216 
No. 132. 


Mr. CHAMBERLAIN to Hicu Commissioner LORD MILNER. 
(Sent 5.40 p.m., June 21, 1902.) 
TELEGRAM. 
[Answered by No. 135.] 


June 21. No. 3. Referring to our telegram of 16th June, P. No. 5.* Can 
you estimate roughly how long it will be before camps can be broken up and what 
do you estimate as probable total cost of keeping them up? What amount has been 
expended from Ist April up to date? 





255384 
No. 133. 


Hicu CommMissioneR LORD MILNER to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. 
(Received 12 midnight, June 23, 1902.) 
TELEGRAM. 


June 23. No. 553. My telegram, No. 511, 12th June.t Following statistics 
of child mortality for week ending 14th June. Deaths: Transvaal, eight; Orange 
River Colony, two; Natal, five; Cape Colony, one; total sixteen. 


25896 
No. 134. 


HicuH CoMMIssIonER LORD MILNER to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. 
(Received 1.25 a.m., June 26, 1902.) 
TELEGRAM. 


June 25. No. 563. My telegram of 23rd June, No. 553.{ Following statistics 
of child mortality for week ending 21st June. Deaths: Transvaal 13, Orange River 
Colony 2, Natal 10, Cape Colony nil; total 25. | hei 





25908 
No. 135. 


Hicu CommissionER LORD MILNER to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. 
(Received 8.10 a.m., June 26, 1902.) 
TELEGRAM. 


June 25. No. 575. Your telegram 21st June, No. 3.§ I think it will be from 
five to six months before camps are completely broken up, though considerable reduc- 
tion may be effected at an earlier date. Expense since Ist April impossible to state 
accurately as reports come in slowly, but I do not think I have spent much less than 
£200,000 per month; probably another £600,000 will see us through. 





* No. 130 t No. 127. t No. 133. § No, 132. 
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255384 
No. 136. | 
Mr. CHAMBERLAIN to Hicu Commissionsrn VISCOUNT MILNER. 
(Sent 2.40 p.in., June 28, 1902.) 
TELEGRAM. 
June 28. No. 2. 
[ Printed as No. 58 in [Cd. 1163], July, 1902. | 





27396 
No. 137. 


GovERNOR Sir H. E. McCALLUM to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. 


(Received July 7, 1902.) 


(No. 172.) 3 
Government House, Pietermarizburg, Natal, June 14, 1902. 


[ Copy to Director Military Intelligence, July 31,1902. L.F.] 
[ Printed as No, 60 in [ Cd. 1163], July, 1902.] 





27402 
No. 138. 


ApMInistrATOR VISCOUNT MILNER to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN 


(Received July 7, 1902.) 
(Transvaal. No. 243.) 
Sr, | Johannesburg, June 15, 1902. 

I nave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch, No. 425, of 
the 5th April last,* enclosing copies of correspondence relating to the provisions of 
Homes for Orphan Refugee Children. 

(2.) In reply, I have the honour to transmit a copy of a Minute formulating 
certain a on this subject received from the Director of Education. 
e re 


(3.) commendations embodied in this Minute have now received my 
approval. 
T have, &c., 
MILNER, 
Administrator. 


Enclosure in No. 138. 


Minute by the Director of Education to the Acting Secretary to the Transvaal 
Administration, dated 23rd April, 1902, on the subject of the care of Orphans 
in the Transvaal. 

In accordance with your Minute 144/02 of 12th February, I have the honour 
to lay before you proposals with regard to the share which Government should take 
in the care of orphans. 

These proposals relate only to orphans in the Concentration Camps. Should it 
appear subsequently that there are other orphans—children of British Refugees for 
instance—who are in need of State aid, a separate communication will be addressed 
to you. 
; It is further necessary to divide the proposals into those which relate to the care 
of orphans while in camp and those which are directed to their proper maintenance 
after the camps are broken up. 


A.— PROPOSALS WITH REGARD TO THE CARE OF ORPHANS WHILE IN THE CONCENTRATION 
CAMPS. 


(1.) All children shall be considered as orphans if their mothers are dead and 
if their fathers are either dead or separated from their families. | 


* L.F. transmitting copies of Nos. 364 in African Nos. 680 and 23 in African No. 693. 
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(2.) The Government shall not assume direct responsibility for the care of 
orphans over 16 years of age unless suffering from some permanent disability which 
renders them incapable of earning their livelihood. 


(3.) Government shall not, except in special circumstances, assume direct 
responsibility for the care of orphans who are in the hands of their legal guardians, 
or of persons who treat them kindly and have the means and will to give them a fitting 
education after the establishment of peace. 


(4.) All other orphans shall come under the direct care of Government. 


(5.) In each camp in which the number of orphans for whom the Government 
assumes responsibility is not less than 10, a temporary orphanage shall be established 
under the care of a matron, who, if possible, shall have had both teaching and nursing 
experience. 


(6.) When in any one camp the number of orphans who come under the care 
of Government falls below 10, arrangements may be made for the transference of 
the orphans to another camp. 

(7.) There shall be separate sleeping accommodation for boys and gris over 
seven. Orphans under that age of both sexes may be placed in the same dormitory. 


(8.) The salary of the matron shall be ordinarily at the rate of £10 a month, 
and the engagement shall be made with the Director of Education and be terminable 
by one month’s notice on either side. She shall receive the same treatment in regard 
to housing, food, laundry, &c., as the camp teachers obtained from England, and be 
reckoned as in the camp establishment of the Education Department. In cases in 
which the person proposed to be selected as matron is already in camp the Director 
of Education shall, through his local officers, acquaint himself with the views of the 
See) Superintendent and Principal Medical Officer as to the fitness of the candidate 
for the post before recommending her for appointment. 


(9.) A General qn poy of Orphanages shall be appointed to visit the 
different camps in the Transvaal to help in the organisation and to report upon the 
orphanages which are formed. This Superintendent should be a lady with real 
nius and love for philanthropic work of this kind. She should stay for some time 
in each camp and make herself familiar with the officials and inmates. Her salary 
shall be £300 a year, and the appointment be for three months in the first instance. 
(10.) The tents in which the orphans are accommodated shall, whenever practic- 
able, be placed near the teachers’ quarters, and every encouragement shall be given 
to teachers to interest themselves in the orphans out of school hours. 

11.) As soon as possible wood and iron buildings shall be substituted for tents; 
these buildings to be constructed in such a manner that they can easily be taken to 
pieces and removed to the town in which the orphanage is to be finally placed. The 
designs for these buildings shall be arranged between the General Superintendent 
of Burgher Camps and the Director of Education, with the assistance of the Secretary 
to the Public Works Department. The cost of the buildings shall be defrayed in 
the first instance by the Burgher Camps Department, and the Government shall take 
them over at a fair valuation whenever they are transferred from the camps to towns. 


B.—PROPOSALS WITH REGARD TO THE MAINTENANCE OF ORPHANS AFTER THE CAMPS 
ARE BROKEN UP. 


(12.) All orphans under the care of Government shall remain under the care of 
Government afterwards, except those whose fathers are at present se arated from 
them and who shall return to claim them, except also those orphans who have reached 
the age of 16 in the meanwhile. 

(13.) The orphans shall not be placed in one large Potent but in cottage 
homes, in each of which not more than fifteen children shall ordinarily be housed. 
| (14.) Each orphanage shall be as far as possible connected with a town school, 

and some of the teachers in that school shall be directly interested in the manage- 
ment of the home. 

(15.) Such teachers as undertake definite duties in connection with orphans 
shall receive quarters in the orphanage, or board and quarters, without diminution 
of salary, as the equivalent of their services. 
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(16.) All orphans shall receive, in addition to the ordinary instruction in school, 
such training in some trade or industrial occupation as shall fit them to become self- 
supporting members of the community. 

E. B. SARGANT, 
Director of Education for the Transvaal 
and Orange River Colony. 


20545 
No. 139. 


Mr. CHAMBERLAIN to Hicu Commissioner VISCOUNT MILNER. | 
(Sent 10.35 a.m., July 8, 1902.) 

TELEGRAM. - 

[Answered by No. 141.] 


July 8. No. 1. Referring to your despatch, No. 440, 2nd May,* 831 native 
children appear to have died in January in camps. Trust that this rate 1s now 
reduced. 





25986 
No. 140. 


Mr. CHAMBERLAIN to Governor VISCOUNT MILNER. 
(Sent 4.30 p.m., July &, 1902.) 
TELEGRAM. 
[Answered by No. 145a.] 


July 8. No.4. With reference to suggestion that instructors in spinning and 
weaving should be sent out to introduce these industries among Boer population in 
refugees camps, Wilson has learned that there would be no difficulty in engaging 
such persons in Scotland. Sargant suggested 10 spinners, 5 weavers, at £60 and 
£100 per annum respectively, with board and lodging. It is believed that £100 
with board and lodging would secure skilled workers in both branches, who will be 
all females. Please state whether this may be offered and to how many. Other 
conditions of engagement as in case of ordinary teachers. Telegraph reply. 





28218 
No. 141. 


Hicu CommissioneR VISCOUNT MILNER to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. 
(Received 8.15 p.m., July 10, 1902.) 
TELEGRAM. 


July 10. No. 621. Your telegram, No. 1, 8th July.¢ Following statistics of 
native locations in Transvaal and Orange River Colony. Men (7?) 1,700, women (?) 
30,300, children about 57,000. Deaths for May, 58 men, 103 women, 325 children. 
Deaths for June, 50 men, 99 women, 192 children. 





29655 
No. 142. 


HicH CommissIonER VISCOUNT MILNER to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. 


(Received July 19, 1902.) 
(No. 583.) 


“Sir, High Commissioner’s Office, Johannesburg, June 20, 1902. 

__ Wir reference to your despatch, No. 579, of 15th May,{ I have the honour 
to inform you that the arrangement referred to was only entered into because of the 
-absolute dearth of white labour. In my opinion there is little fear that the burghers 





* 20545 : not printed. t No. 139. t No. 116. 
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from the Refugee Camps will ever come into any rivalry as regards this form of work 
with the returning British refugee. It is only the boys in the camps who show an 
aptitude or inclination for labour at the mines, and even these would gladly relinquis 
it to return to their farms. I should be glad to see as much white labour as possible 
employed for above-ground work on the mines, and if we could persuade the fandless : 
Boer to turn to this it would greatly simplify the problem of repatriation. But in 
any case there is plenty of opening for the returning refugee in this class of work, if he 
is prepared to accept it. 





I have, &c., 

High Commissioner. 

29679 
No. 143. 
Governor Sm H. E. McCALLUM to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. 
(Received July 19, 1902.) 
[Copy to War Office, August 11,1902. L.F.] 
(No. 185.) 

Sir, Government House, Pietermaritzburg, June 23, 1902. 


I wave the honour to inform you that I have broken up the Mooi River Con- 
centration Camp, as it is not now likely to be required. 

2. This is the first step which has been taken in Natal towards the gradual re- 
duction of the Camps and the return of the burghers to their homes, and I trust 
you will consider it satisfactory that this camp, which was organized to meet with any 
epidemic emergency, has not been needed. 

I have, &c., 


HENRY McCALLUM. 





27394 
No. 144. 


Mr. CHAMBERLAIN to Hicu Commissioner VISCOUNT MILNER. 
(Sent 1.55 p.m., July 22, 1902.) 


TELEGRAM. 
[ Answered by No. 68 in [Cd. 1163], July, 1902). 


r July 22. No.1. Please telegraph concentration camps statistics for month of © 
une. 





30268 
No. 145. 


Hicu ComMMIssioneR VISCOUNT MILNER to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. 
(Received 12.45 a.m., July 24, 1902.) 


TELEGRAM. 
July 23. No. 645. 


[Printed as No, 68 in [Cd. 1163], July, 1902. ] 





30278 
No. 145a. : 


Governor VISCOUNT MILNER to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. 
(Received 8.40 p.m., July 28, 1902.) | 
TELEGRAM. 


July 23. No.8. Your telegrams, No. 4, 8th July,* and No. 2, 17th July.t I 
think the matter had better wait. Now that camps are rapidly breaking up there - 
will be no employment for them. 














a 


* No. 140. + 25986, reminder: not printed. 
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29770 
No. 146. 
Mr. CHAMBERLAIN to Hicn Commissioner VISCOUNT MILNER. 
(Sent 6 p.m., July 30, 1902.) 
TELEGRAM. 


July 30. No. 1. Report by telegram figures showing monthly expenditure on 
-concentration camps as soon as possible after the end of each month, and also report 
total cost of camps from Ist April to 80th June last, as soon as it can be ascertained. 
Information required by War Office in order that amount of £1,200,000 provided 
for camps in current estimates may not be exceeded. 
ee 


25725 sak ase 
0. 147. 


Mr. CHAMBERLAIN to Hicu Commissioner VISCOUNT MILNER. 
(Sent 6.45 p.m., August 2, 1902.) 
TELEGRAM. 
[Answered by No. 149.] 


. August 2. No. 3. Netherlands Government ask for special permission for 
T. J. Buning to proceed to refugee camps at Volksrust, Standerton, Johannesburg, 
in connection with despatch of comforts for refugees by the Alemaria Committee of 
Ladies. Do you consider that under changed circumstances permission may be 
granted to this and other cases? | 





82805 re 
o. 148. 


Governor VISCOUNT MILNER to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. 
(Received August 11, 1902.) 


(Transvaal. No. 321.) 


Sir, High Commissioner’s Office, Johannesburg, July 19, 1902. 
Wiru reference to my despatch, No. 291, of 12th July,* I have the honour to 
enclose, for your information, a copy of the undermentioned documents on the sub- 
ject of repatriation of Boer families in Transvaal and Natal. , 
T have, &c., 
MILNER, 
Governor. 





SCHEDULE OF ENCLOSURES. 


Financial instructions to Superintendents of Depdts. July 9, 1902.T 
Revised lists of Superintendents of Depdts.t 

From Governor, Natal. Despatch, No. 247,t July 3, 1902. 

From Governor. Natal. Telegram, No. 1.¢ July 9, 1902. 

To Governor, Natal. Telegram, No. 50.t July 9, 1902. 

From Governor, Natal. Despatch, No. 256. July 9, 1902. 

From Governor, Natal. Telegram, No. 2.t July 13, 1902. 


Enclosure 6 in No. 148. 
Governor, Natal, to Hicgn CoMMISSIONER. 


(Natal. No. 256.) 
My Lorp, Government House, Pietermaritzburg, Natal, July 9, 1902. 

I wave the honour to forward herewith report on the Natal Concentration 
‘Camps for the month of June. | ein 


MED OP OO NO 





* No, 186 in African No. 699. + Not printed. 
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2. There is a slight increase in the rate of mortality in consequence of a 
outbreak of measles in the Pietermaritzburg Camp. 
T have, &c., 


Henry McCatium. 
His Excellency 
Viscount Milner, G.C.B., G.C.M.G., 
&C., K&C., &e., 
Johannesburg. 


GENERAL SUPERINTENDENT OF BURGHER CAMPS, NATAL. 
Montsity Reprort.—JvunNeE, 1902. 


Your EXCELLENCY, Timber Street, Maritzburg, July 7, 1902. 
Since the declaration of peace there has been much excitement and bustle in all 
camps. 1 was at once besieged with applications to return, and besides large numbers 
of the surrendered men came down, some for their families, others to remain in the 
camps. 
or Schalk Burger then came down, and, as specially reported to you, I went 
round the camps with him, and he explained the terms of surrender. Several Boer 
generals and other officers have been here and taken their families back with them. 


A considerable amount of difficulty arose with regard to the oath of allegiance. 
The first instructions were that all were to take it before returning; but.it has since 
been decided that those men who had lately surrendered acknowledged the King as 
their Sovereign when laying down their arms, and only those previously in camps are 
now required to take it. A good many who had homes to go to have already left 


camps. Railway tickets, tent when available, and ten days’ rations being given to - 
those returning. 


Pinetown Camp is to be moved back to Pietersburg, and the moving will probably 
be completed during July. 


All Camp Superintendents have been appointed officers for the administration 
of the oath of allegiance. It was found to be quite unworkable to have to obtain 
military permits for all those returning, so we obtained authority from the General 
Officer Commanding, Natal, to issue permits to any returning from our camps. 


During the month we experienced very cold weather, and a terrific gale utterly 
destroyed scores of tents at Howick and Pinetown; I had to rent temporary shelter in 
houses. Fortunately most of our people were in huts, or the damage would have been. 
very heavy. As it was, they did not suffer at all. 


An unfortunate outbreak of measles occurred during the very cold weather at 


Pietermaritzburg Camp, and we had 14 deaths out of the total of 48, which spoilt 
an otherwise good month. 


Precautions were taken to prevent the spread of the disease, and instructions 
given that no children from this camp were to be allowed to visit other camps. The 
ee aig is now much more satisfactory. This camp has been very healthy for some - 
months. 


All my staff have worked hard and willingly during probably the busiest month 
we have experienced. 
Some two thousand men must have come down either to take away or to remain 


with their families, but in spite of all that have gone away we have 1,271 more in our 
eamps than last month. 


Finance. 


The amount received up to 30th June is £280,000. There was a small balance in 
the bank, but there were outstanding cheques which would more than cover same. 


The total amount now expended upon construction is £115,000, being :—Mere- 
bank, £60,800; Howick, £3,900; Maritzburg, £9,000; Mooi River, £1,150; Jacobs, ~ 
£19,000; Wentworth, £18,300; Pinetown, £2,450; Ladysmith, £400. 
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Camps. 

Ladysmith ... a ade Rd de ato On 
Howick bes ade a oe ar aw » 0,008 
Maritzburg wes mt a ses Poe A 
Pinetown ... a: awe Sse ‘ee iat BTS 
Jacobs ae a -_ Fin — ‘eas pee 
Wentworth St “on “fa ihe T wranathoan 
Merebank ... =} ba on vy, wc. ~§=— 8, 808 

Total ... des oon DO,OBL 





Many have left for their homes during the month, but still there is an increase 
of 1,271 over last month. 

Mooi River Camp is being closed, and all buildings, &c., are to be sold there 
on the day of the Stock Fair, July 9th, by public auction. 


Health. 


With the exception of Maritzburg, where an outbreak of measles occurred, the 
camps have been very healthy. The total deaths during the month were 48 in a 
population of 25,000. They were as follows :— 


Ladysmith: Man, 1; under twelve, 1; under five, 1... a. ts 
Maritzburg: Man, 1; women, 5; under twelve, 2; under five, 2; 
under one, 4 me fs ay whe ats me iG sie 


Howick: Under twelve, 2 ve wet ais 2 
Pinetown: Man, 1; women, 3; under five, 2 ... cre sa id: eee 
Jacobs: Woman, 1; under twelve, 2; under five, 2; under one,1... 6 
Wentworth: Under twelve, 1; under one, 1 ... ae te Safi ila 
Merebank: Men, 5; women, 7; under five, 1; under one, 2... oP oe 
Total -..4 ‘as i ... 48 

Sanitation. 


Continues to receive careful attention. 


Washing. 


_ There has been abundance of water in all camps. In accordance with the practice 
in the Transvaal, teachers are not allowed to have their washing done at the camp 
expense. 


Education. 


The ferment upon the declaration of peace, the subsequent arrival of fathers and 
mothers, and the hasty acceptance of a rumour that fees would now be exacted, have 
been factors in lessening the numbers at the school, but still the attendance was 5,289: 
in June, against 5,347 in May. 


Twenty lady teachers have arrived from New Zealand, and their cheerfulness and 
adaptability at once secured them the goodwill of their pupils and fellow teachers. 


The school tents at Pinetown were completely destroyed by the gale. 


Good p ogress has been made in clay modelling, drawing, needle-work, kinder- 
garten work, and especially in local entomological collections, and it is hoped to hold 
a show of these. The lantern lectures continue to be very popular. During the month, 
Howick, Maritzburg, and all the coast camps have had lectures. 


Lectures have also been given in the Umbilo Prisoner-of-war Camp, and were 
even more enthusiastically received’ than elsewhere. We have now one thousand- 
slides, all dealing with the British Empire. 


12179 2H 


ode 
Religion. 
The usual services. have been conducted in the camps. 


Clothing. 


This has been issued as usual, and more-cases from Germany and the Cape Town 
Relief Committee have been distributed. ni | 


é Food, Fuel, and Stores. 
Have all been well supplied. = 
Transport. 


The contractor at Merebank came to see me in connection with his cattle; they 
were all getting thin, and-he had great difficulty in getting more oxen, so I agreed 
to feed his oxen during the next two months in order to keep on the contract. He 
has done it very well. . 


Employment. 
~~ Every encouragement is given to inmates to earn something for themselves, 


Conduct. 


A few of the men arriving at first declined to do their share of camp duty, but 
ped were informed that if they wished to remain in camp they would have to comply 
with camp regulations. Otherwise the behaviour has been very good. 


General. — 


At. first all thought they could immediately return, but Mr. Burger's visit and 
other information proved to them.that they must wait until there was some provision 
made for them at their destination. 

Some dissatisfaction was expressed at men now surrendering being at once allowed 
to remove their families, while those in camps had to wait until their applications were 
forwarded to the district to which they wished to return. 

In spite of all the many points to be settled, all has gone quietly and smoothly. 

The Chief Justice (Sir Henry Bale) visited the Pietermaritzburg Camp, and 
stated that he was pleased with what he saw. 


I have, &c., . | 
TuHos. K. Murray, r 





To His Excellency General Superintendent of Burgher Camps. 
The Governor of Natal, 
Pietermaritzburg. | 
33091 
No. 149. 


Hic Commissioner VISCOUNT MILNER to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. 
(Received 8.50 p.m., August 11, 1902.) 
TELEGRAM. 


_ August 11. No. 685. Your telegram, No. 3, August 2.* I regret to say that, 
in my opinion, these visits only do harm. The people want for nothing, and if their: 
friends in Europe wish to send the comforts the officers of the camps are quite. 
competent to distribute them. | 








* No, 147, 
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BAST, | cigs otaku | 


No. 150. 
Goveryor VISCOUNT MILNER to Mr, CHAMBERLAIN, 

| (Received August 18, 1902.) | 

[ Acknowledged September 19, 1902, No. 195 : 34111: not printed.) 

(Orange River Colony. No. 80.) 


High Commissioner’s Office, 
SIR, Johannesburg, July 25, 1902. 

I nave the honour to enclose for your information a copy of the undermentioned 
documents on the subject of Refugee Camps and Repatriation. 


I have, &c., 
MILNER, | 
Governor, 0.R.C, 





1.. Monthly Report for June on Orange River Colony Refugee Camps. 
2. Repatriation of Cape Rebels— 


(i.) Telegram 972 B. 340 from Superintendent, Refugee Camp,® 
Vry urg to Director, Burgher Camps, Pretoria. 
(ii.) Despatch, No. 51, July 16, 1902, to Governor, Cape.* 





Enclosure 1 in No. 150. 
Curer SUPERINTENDENT, Burgher Camps, Orange River Colony, to Viscount MILNER, 


My Lorp, July, 1902. 
I HAVE the honour to submit this my monthly report on the Orange River Colony 
Refugee Camps for the month ending 30th June, 1902. 


1. Distribution of Camps.—The Coast Camps are now in full working order, but are 
being rapidly depleted on account of people returning to their farms and to towns. 


A list of Camps giving distribution will be found as under. 





RETURN OF STRENGTH ON THE 30TH JUNE, 1902. 
| , 


Camp. | Men. | Women, | Children. | Total. 


Miwa Notte! ac a sk sev | 1,733 | 1,735 | 4,828 
Bloemfontein... ee ob 1,161 2,213 2,259 5,633 
Wise >). NS dk 732 | 1,487 | 1,594 | °° 3,863 
ee ee 525 | 1,045 1° 946 | 7° 2,518 
Metibicie ache sk tees id 406 660 g53 | 1,919 
Gomielo fc one 758 | 1,298 | 1,275 | 3,331 


Kimberley welb ox cat 711 1,069 1,500 3,280 





Sead}. aera 4 Fat 
42 2H? 


LLL TT a ee A 


“121790 
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Camp, | Men. | Women, | Children, Total, 
Norvals Pont... ave ae 750 1,205 1,244 3,199 
Springfontein .. ere ee 506 1,015 994 2,515 
Vredefort Road ... nis ye 152 246 271 669 
Wiese 2. oa 505 908 1,191 2,604 
Orange River... pes Sa 300 544 625 1,469 
East London ... aa see 415 788 792 1,995 
Uitenhage eee se st 377 834 847 2,058 
Kubusie ... ove és eee 109 336 542 987 


TOTALS... ove 8,317 15,381 16,658 40,366 


"2. Death Rate-—I am pleased to report a still further decrease in the death rate. 

There have been 40 deaths as opposed to 82 for the month of May. 

Enteric fever has almost entirely abated, accounting for only 7 deaths during 
the month. 

Respiratory diseases have only accounted for 13 deaths as opposed to 20- during 
last month. 

There were 4 deaths from senility and 4 from general debility. 

Statistics showing distribution of inmates, deaths and rate per mille per annum 
will be found as under :-— 

DEATH STATISTICS, JUNE, 1902. 




























Camp, Average Population, Deaths, | ss berg 

Aliwal North ... o ba .” 4,393 5 13°7 
Bloemfontein ... faa aug evs 5,676 4 85 
Brandfort ie we sis o 4,092 | 3 8:8 
Bethulie... {2 ae ae “a 2,454 2 9°8 
Heilbron a“ Se oe ifs 1,452 | 5 41°3 
Kroonstad ase nt wes 7 3,161 4 15:2 
Kimberley or bee Sia “aa 3,455 “4 13°9 
Norvals Pont ... or 0 aa 3,402 3 10°6 
Springfontein ... ave ca _ 2,505 2 9°6 
Weemetere as. ge se 646 0 00-00 
Winburg... sa roe és én 2,445 2 9°8 
Orange River ... ued sen o¥e 1,574 1 76 
East London ... “vd it obi 2,035 2 
Uitenhage te nt bee sme ih 2,037 2 
Kubusie .., i ne Be prt 1,006 1 

i an 2 dy Pe ae 40 


Average death rate 11°9. 


There were 31 births during the month out of whom two died. 
Vital statistics worked out minutely by Dr, Pratt Yule, M.O.H., O.R.C, will be. 
found attached, vide Annexure A.* 





* Not printed, 
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A table showing weekly number of sick in hospitals and deaths among same will be 
found as under :— | 


PATIENTS IN HOSPITAL, JUNE, 1902. 






14th to 22nd, 22nd to 30th, 







Ist to 7th. 7th to 14th. 


Camp. Re Re LL el EO aS MeO Say ae 
Deaths. | Patients. | Deaths. | Patients. | Deaths. | Patients, | Deaths, 





Patients. 

















Aliwal North — as 30 Nil 33 1 19 1 Nil 
Bloemfontein... | 46 1 36 1 28 1 1 
Brandfort ... ea 4 82 1 69 Nil 58 2 Nil 
Bethulie .., me wig 31 Nil 36 Nil 33 1 Nil 
Heilbron... 2 és 18 37 gale MS 1 18 1 1 
Kroonstad .., ove ais 48 1 46 Nil 46 1 1 
Kimberley .., Sia me 39 2 39 1 40 1 Nil 
Norvals Point .., ave 58 2 50 Nil 53 Nil 1 
Springfontein xe. no 62 1 52 Nil 53 Nil Nil 
Vredefort Road... ot 2 Nil 3 Nil 5 Nil Nil 
Winburg ... sis de 51 Nil 27 Nil 26 1 Nil 
‘Orange River we one 15 Nil 12 Nil 14 1 Nil 
East London ee ve 18 Nil 20 1 17 Nil 1 
Uitenhage ... - me 21 Nil 16 Nil 14 Nil 1 
Kubusie_... see = 6 1 6 Nil 4 Nil Nil 

on ee Be eee er oe Oe 5 | 428 | 10 6 




















Camps, ace Admitted. aervi ibeaoutt Died. hanged sag 
Brandfort.., sip om ssa 68 52 2 71 3 
Winburg sie aes oie oat 75 19 — 75 1 
Uitenhage... -? nae eae 15 23 — 27 1 
Springfontein ibs bée az 53 24 _ 53 1 
‘Orange River vad mn = 23 26 — 29 1 
East London ... pee er 29 21 — 35 2 
Bethulie woe Pe = e 40 27 _- dt 1 
ROOM Leivcli dt Seal “wetche 7" teu 44 60 _ 65 3 
Bloemfontein ine one ca 46 42 = 60 4 
MPO: DiGi Oe segt SRG 13 28 -— Los 3 
-Aliwal North ose ove me 40 23 — 38 2 
ROI  oiorape see) Mhllven cen 6 SS 7 1 
‘Vredefort Road doe'--¥ :eclect, 0 sph 2 7 — 4 0 
RENEE ate 02 cece a oTae tlt ke 46 17 — 29 4 
Norvals Pont ee a 55 41 — 66 3 

TOhlin. we ne) SO Me ot ay. Be 


N.B—5 Kaffirs in Hospital, Orange River Station, 
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g 4. Sanitation—The sanitation of camps is most satisfactory and most camps are: 
now doing their own sanitary work. 

5. The General State of Health in Camps.—The general state of health in camps is. 
most satisfactory and leaves nothing to be desired. | ote Se 


6. Reports and Returns——No additional reports or returns have been called for 
during the past month. 


__ 7. Financial.—The nett expenditure during this month was £103,052 2s. 10d.,.” 
making the total expenditure to June 30th, 1902, £1,088,995 12s. 2d. _ ss 


The average numbers in camps during June were 40,360, at an average daily cost per: 
person of 1s, 81d. : | ee 

The cost of clothing given free to destitute Refugees and for hospital use has been 
£4;290 8s. Id. and hospital comforts bought during the month have cost £660 3s. 7d. 


8. fuel and Transport.—Fuel.—This has been most unsatisfactory, notwithstanding 
the repeated efforts made to obtain an adequate supply for the various camps. The chief. 
reason for the short supply is the want of empty trucks. If I could have a sufficient 
supply of these for the Lingham Company, I would have no difficulty in keeping my 
camps supplied with wood, the want of which, at this time of the year, is more keenly felt 
than at any other. : : 


Some camps have had no supply at all during the month, and have had to carry on. 
as best they:could. I cannot be responsible for the carrying on of these camps unless. 
this urgent matter receives proper attention. 

Transport.—Matters are now very satisfactory under this heading, and there are: 
sufficient animals to do the necessary work, chiefly through the kind co-operation of the 
Military. | 

cs Shops.—No difficulties. 

10. Clothing.— Ample and satisfactory. 

The people are ey clad and are able to withstand the very severe cold weather: 
experienced during the month. . 


1g & et quality of supplies is in every way satisfactory and no com-— 
plaints have been received thereon. | 


The meat supply has on the whole been good, occasionally portions have to be: 
condemned, but as this is of rare occurrence, it is of no importance. 


12. Camp Industries—There has been a slight check in this department owing to- 
the excitement of the movements of refugees, but in many camps the work is proceeding: 
satisfactorily. 

13. Education —During the past month school work in the camps has been some- 
what disturbed owing to various causes. There was the declaration of peace and the- 
excitement consequent upon that. Fathers who had been on commando returned to- 
their families, and there was further the prospect of an early return to the farms. 

There was also a very severe storm in the southern part of the Colony, which did a 
great deal of damage. Considering all the circumstances the attendance was fairly well 
maintained. — | | 

General Christiaan de Wet visited several of the Camps. He inspected and was. . 
greatly interested in the Wee the schools, and expressed himself as being greatly 
pleased with the work that was being done. 

For the teachers the event of the month was the holding of a great Conference in 
Johannesburg. About 250 teachers from the Orange River Colony attended this. 
Conference, of whom about 150 were drawn from the camp schools. : 

14. General—We had a spell of very severe wintry weather in. Aliwal North, 
Norvals Pont, and Springfontein, and a violent snow-storm knocked over several tents. 
and unroofed several of the huts. Owing to the energetic action of the superintendents, 
medical officers, and staff the refugees were speedily housed in other quarters, and every 
care taken that the effects of the severe chill resulting from the exposure should be: 
obviated. This was successful and no deaths from exposure occurred, and only one case 
of pneumonia was admitted from this cause. ir Ses | 

There has been an increase in the total number of refugees in our camps. This is. 
owing to a large number of refugees, chiefly women and children;-who have come into. 
our camps at Vredefort Road, Heilbron, Kroonstad, and Winburg, but the increase will 
be only very temporary. | ca 


247 


“© A great number of surrendered burghers also have found their families in camps and 
have helped to swell the number. . Sots Sachi as 
uit | : I have, &e., » 
| JAMES 8. WILKINS, 
boat, Colonel, I.M.S., | 

| . Chief Superintendent Refugee Camps, ~ 
=< Sarees ie yn Os ‘dati range River Colony. ite Nagi 
‘To His Excellency © - | 
‘ ~The High Commissioner, - 
. -! Johannesburg. 


BB166 8 





No. 151. 


Governor VISCOUNT MILNER to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. 


| Hie (Received August 23, 1902.) ” 
‘ - (Transvaal. No, 346.) 


High Commissioner's Office, Johannesburg, 
' August 2, 1902. 
Wirt reference to my despatch, No. 329, of July 19th,* I have the honour 
to enclose, for your information, a copy of the undermentioned document on the 
subject of Repatriation of Boer families in Transvaal and Natal. 
| ij ! I have, &c., 
MILNER, 
Governor, 


SIR, 


SCHEDULE OF ENCLOSURES. Tt 


Monthly Report of Transvaal Burgher Camps for June. July 23, 1902. «° 
_ From Director of Burgher Canis Pretoria. Letter. July 10, 1902... - 
To Director of Burgher Camps, Pretoria, July 12, 1902. TOAST 
From Governor, Natal. Telegram. No. 1. July 22, 1902. yu sey ets 
To Governor, Natal. Telegram. No. 59. July 23, 1902. 
From Governor, Natal. Telegram. No. 3, July 22, 1902. 
From Governor, Natal. Telegram. No.1. July 27, 1902. 
To Governor, Natal. Telegram. No. 62. July 27, 1902. 
From Governor, Natal. Telegram. No. 1. ‘July 28, 1902. 
10. From Captain Bald. Letter. July 25, 1902. roytin | 
11. From Repatriation Department, Pietersburg. Letter. July 26, 1902. 
12. Rough estimate of repatriation salaries and wages. 
13. Rough estimate of Transport expenditure for one year. 1 
14, Statement of goods ordered by Sub-Committee, Repatriation, to 31 July. | 
15. From Director of Transport, Pretoria (with enclosures A to H). August 1. 
16. Memorandum of number of Burghers repatriated. 


DONOR WON 


GENERAL REPORT ON TRANSVAAL BuRGHER CAMPS FOR JUNE. 


Enclosure 1 in No. 151. 


From Director or BurcHer Camps, Pretoria, to His Excellency the Hicu Com- 
MISSIONER, Johannesburg. 


Burgher Camps Department, New Law Courts, 
-My Lorp, Pretoria, July 23, 1902. 

I HAVE the honour to submit herewith the general report on the Burgher Camps 
$n the Transvaal for the month of June. The reports of Superintendents and Medical 
pele de of Camps are also forwarded herewith, and the usual Statistical Returns are 
attached. ors 

The mortality shows a still further decline, and the amount of sickness is very 
small. There were 74 deaths during the month, which gives a death rate per mille 
‘per annum, calculated on the: actual population of the camps, of 19.96. This is very 
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permite * 32,813 : not printed. | 
t Only enclosure 1 (with the Superintendents’ Reports) has been printed. 
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satisfactory, as I had viewed the approach of the cold weather, especially in the higher 
veldt camps, with considerable anxiety. Stoves had been supplied to the hospitals, 
and various expedients had been resorted to, to modify the effects of the intense cold, 
and I have not stinted the supply of warm clothing to all who required it. 

The Declaration of Peace at the beginning of the month has imposed a considerable 
strain on the energies of the officials of the Department, and has severely taxed the re- 
sources of the camps. Pending arrangements being made by the Repatriation Depart- 
ment, the task of providing for the wants of the surrendered burghers and restoring 
them to their homes, has fallen upon this Department. A total of 5,499 such men has 
been received and accommodated in the camps, while 9,498 oe have been rationed 
for a month, supplied with a tent and tent equipment, and sent back to their farms 
and dwellings. Some hundreds of Prisoners of War have also been received, and such. 
people as have homes to go to, have been brought up from Natal, and rationed. A 
more or less unanticipate es was the necessity of feeding a large number 
of women and children, who had been following the Boer Forces in the fiel , or eer 
on partially deserted farms. Hundreds of men on commando arrived in rags, an 
it was absolutely necessary to provide them with clothing. It was also necessary, to 
bridge over the interval between the general surrender and the initiation of repatriation 
measures, to feed and clothe large numbers of surrenders and refugees in the towns, 
and to assist them, as far as possible, in getting back to their farms. 

I cannot, at this stage, definitely state how many people have come within the 
scope of operations of this Department during the past month, but the number has 
been very great, and the need very urgent. e contingency had, however, been fore- 
seen, and a large reserve of stores, &c., accumulated in the camps, so that, so far, the 
organization has been he equal to the pressure. 

Other difficulties which had had fo be faced during the past month have been the 
resignations of many of the most experienced officials in the camps, who desired to 
return to their normal occupations—the departure from the camps of very many of the 
most valuable Boer subordinates, and the general demand, in one case amounting 
to a strike, on the part of native and other labourers, for higher pay. Matters are, 
however, now somewhat settling down, as the disbandment of Irregular Corps has 

rendered the services of many excellent men available, and I do not anticipate much 
- further trouble. 

Festivities in connection with the Coronation, which had been arranged in all 
camps, were necessarily largely curtailed, but the entertainments, picnics, dinners, teas, 
&c., which had been provided for the children and old people were carried out, to their 
great pleasure and enjoyment. 

Sanitary arrangements in the camps have worked satisfactorily, though with some 
difficulty, principally on account of so much of the transport being taken away by the 
— on their return to their farms. More animals, however, will soon be avail- 
able. ; 

In view of the termination of the war, and the, therefore, not far distant prospect 
of the camps being closed, all new works have been abandoned, and building operations 
reduced to a minimum. 

The reports of Superintendents this month are interesting and repay perusal. 
It is satisfactory to have proof that so much excellent feeling towards the Govern- 
ment prevails ba: the inmates of the camps, and the effect of this will be far-reach- 
ing and lasting. There is no doubt also that the attitude of the surrendering burghers 
was one of surprise and relief to find their wives and families so well cared for. The 
most extravagant and false rumours had been prevalent in the Boer Commandos in 
the field as to the mortality and suffering among the inmates of the Burgher Camps, 
and, when they learned the truth, large numbers hastened to express their gratitude to: 
the local Superintendents. The political effect of this must be considerable. 

The usual list* of promotions, transfers, resignations, &c., is attached. Major 
Anstruther-Thomson, Royal Horse Guards, Travelling Assistant in this Department, 
has returned to England to rejoin his Regiment. His work has always been performed: 
with zeal, intelligence, and tact, and I shall much miss his services. 

T have, &c., 
SaMvEL J. THomson, C.I.E., D.P.H. (Camb.), 
Lieutenant-Colonel, I.M.S., 
Director of Burgher Camps. 





* Not printed. 
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SUPERINTENDENTS’ MONTHLY REPORTS FOR JUNE. 
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(1) 
SUPERINTENDENT'S MontTHLY Report.—J une, 1902. 
BARBER- Sir, Barberton, Burgher Camp, July 3, 1902. 


TON. 


ae: I uAve the honour to report for the month ending 30th June, 1902, as 
Oi1lOWS :— 


The General Health of the Camp is very satisfactory. 

Rations and Supplids good and sufficient for all requirements. 

Water Supply pure and plentiful. 

General Sanitation.—The satisfactory working of this department is 
unchanged. 

School-—As many of the pupils have left with their parents for their homes, 
the attendance has been anything but good, a number of the other children also 
absenting themselves to see their young friends off. The new Head Master has 
arrived, and taken over the duties of Mr. O’Donnel, who has left for the Kaapsche 
Hoop School. 

Transport.—Our transport service was getting somewhat disorganized, so many 
of the mules having died; however, on arrival of the new team of twelve from 
Pretoria at the begmining of the month, we were able to cope with the work. In 
addition to the daily routine, removal of litter, &c., and transporting of stores, fire- 
ood and coal to the camp, the belongings of the inmates leaving were taken to the 
station. : 

General Remarks—The public wash-tables were removed to the North-West 
portion of the camp, and the floors of the same concreted and water laid on. The 
wash-water now has only a short distance to travel to be quite clear of the ground. 

The bath-rooms were also dismantled and refixed near the tables. 

On hearing of hostilities having ceased and “Peace” being an accomplished 
fact, I stopped having the usual morning “Roll Call” of Burghers, likewise the 
issuing of permits, and this change has been much appreciated by the inmates. 


The Medical Officer, who had made a start, with the assistance of the Camp 
Matron, to vaccinate the children, discontinued, as so many of them were about to 
leave with their parents for their homes. 

It will be seen from statistical return attached, 99 men, 13 women, and 10 
children arrived during the month, and 135 men, 240 women, and 313 children left 
for their homes and other camps. 

A lot of office time has been taken up answering telegrams and other corre- 
spondence received from all parts as to the health and whereabouts of wives, sisters 
and sweethearts, and great joy and excitement prevailed, as groups of surrendered 
Burghers arrived, all of whom received a good welcome from their families and 
friends. 

‘A strip of ground has been levelled off as a tennis court for the staff, more work 
is required to finish it. Throughout the camp big gaps now ge in the lines, 
where tents have been struck and taken away by the occupants. en the exodus 
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ceases it is my intention to concentrate the marquees and have them once more 
uniform. 

Those who have left for their homes were rationed for a month, a tent given 
each family, and also the cooking utensils that had been lent to them for use whilst in 
the camp, and blankets and other sundries to those needing them. 

All members of the staff have worked hard to make the Coronation festivities 
a success, and I am pleased to say they proved so. The inmates also took a very 
active part, and the result was that a most enjoyable time was spent by all. 


On the 25th a soirée was given by the staff. 

On the 26th concert to adult inmates. 

On the 27th concert to children inmates. 

On the 27th dinner to the old people. 

On the 27th dance. 

On the 28th sports and picnic to the children. 


Coronation medals were also distributed to the youngsters, which the Resident 
Magistrate was kind enough to procure for them. 


I have, &c., 
B. GRAUMANN, 

Superintendent. 

To the Director of Burgher Camps, 
Pretoria. 
(2) 
SUPERINTENDENT'S Montuty Report. 

Sir, Burgher Camp, Balmoral, July 2, 1902. 


I HAVE the honour to submit the following report with regard to the work 
carried out during the month of June, 1902, at this camp :— 

Staff —The only change in the staff during the month is that my Assistant Super- 
intendent, Mr. A. P. Sutton, has been transferred as Superintendent to the Mafeking 
— I have no doubt that Mr. Sutton will continue to give satisfaction in his new 
office. 

Site—I have now got everything moved over to the new site, which is a very 
good one, and more convenient in every way than the one we have just left. 

The Census shows a decrease of 463. This decrease is arrived at as follows, viz. :— 


Departures to other camps and farms ... ¥: J, .. 593 
Deaths ...... “i Sg sta ie 3 
— 596 
Arrivals from other camps _... ~~ fs. ie .. B4 
Arrivals from commando sb FP bast a 0, D086 
— 133 
Decrease ... al is f. ... 463 


General Health of Camp—During the month only three deaths occurred, as 
against nine the previous month. 


School.—Owing to so many departures from camp and the excitement of the 
Proclamation of Peace, I regret to have to report that the attendance at the school has 
decreased considerably, and I do not anticipate any change next month. 


Transport.—I regret to have to report that my transport has been | 
reduced, and I am compelled to do the whole of the camp oak with 22 nian 
oxen, three Scotch carts and one bos bone All the oxen belonging to the burghers 

er 


have been sent out to the farms, and e are no waggons or oxen i 
vicinity of Balmoral. 88 obtainable in the 


Attituda of the People—tThe attitude of the le seems to be getti 
favourable towards us every day, and this was sHidee ieee at the Leet ees 
celebrate the Coronation of His Majesty King Edward VII. 

“Ihave much pleasure in appending a copy of a cable despatched from the picnic 
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ound to His Majesty, and the idea of sending a cable, I am glad to say, emanated 
Fer themselves. It ran as follows:— 

“ This large meeting of burghers of the Transvaal, with their wives and children, 
assembled for celebrating the King’s Coronation, express herewith their concurrence 
to become subjects of His Majesty, tendering loyalty and obedience to His Majesty’s 


person and Government, with the great hope and sure expectation of being so governed 


that prosperity in State and Church will abound, and unanimity will prevail amongst 
Mhey é alth 


us. ey also pray that it may please ey God to restore His Majesty to he 
and to grant to him and Her Majesty in health and wealth long to live.” Ends. 
I have, &c., 
Ross GARNER, Captain, 


Superintendent. 
To the Director of Burgher Camps, 
Pretoria. 


(3) 
SUPERINTENDENT'S MonTHLY REePoRT.—JUNE, 1902. 


SIR, Belfast Burgher Camp. 
I Have the honour to submit the following report for the month ending June 
30th, 1902. 
Staff —There has been a slight change in the constitution of the staff. Miss Smith, 
assistant to Relief Matron, resigned, and my Storekeeper, Mr. Bowden, has been 
transferred to Irene. Mr. Young has arrived to take up the duties of Assistant Store- 


keeper. 


Census.—The census of the camp shows an increase of 173 men, 55 women, and 
73 children. Total, 301. This is due to transfers from other camps, as this camp is the 
nearest point to their homes. 

Accommodation.—The hospital and staff are accommodated in houses. 

In Hospital there are 45 beds with only 13 occupied. Tent accommodation has 
been exhausted owing to the increased population, and also to provide for families 
returning to their homes. The pressure has been somewhat relieved by instructions 
from the Director that “ Transfers must take their tents with them.” 

General Health of tht Camp.—the health of the camp continues very satisfactory. 
As will be seen from my Senior Medical Officer's report, there are only 13 cases in 
the Hospital, and these are all more or less convalescent, and it would appear that 
enteric has entirely disappeared. The prevailing diseases are rheumatism, pneumonia 
and bronchitis. There have been only three deaths in the camp during the month. 
The attendance at the consulting room only averages about 20 per day. 

Rations and Supplies —The quality of the rations is very satisfactory, and the 
supplies come forward regularly. 

Water Supply—tThe supply from the fountains we opened up is equal to the 
demand, and as it is midwinter I anticipate that we shall be able to hold out until the 
rainy season sets in. 

Sanitation.—The sanitation is conducted upon the principles as laid down in my 
previous reports. The tank waggons in use are able to cope with the work. Owing 
to the large increase in the population I have had to erect another latrine and dis- 
tribute more buckets for the reception of slops, &e. 

Relief Matron’s don agree to the intensely cold weather we have been 
experiencing, si &c., has had to be distributed freely. Besides the Relief 
Matron’s Store, I had to open a supplementary one for the issue of clothing and 
blankets to the ria Werdhats of the Lydenburg district, Carolina and 
Ermelo commandoes. This had evidently been promised to them with rations for 
their families as soon as the general capitulation took place. I had therefore to 
requisition through the department for supplies and have issued as follows :— 

we ee boots, 567; hats, 399; socks, 600; shirts, 580; ties, 381; blankets, 


_ .The men looked in a most dilapidated condition, their clothing being patched 
in the most ingenious manner with sheep skins, hide, &c. They have much a pre- 
ciated the generosity of the Government in providing them with warm clothing, 
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blankets, &c., and this will go far to remove any misconceptions they may have had, 
and will materially assist in their pacification and give them confidence in the future. 


Camp Matron.—The Camp Matron and her staff are very energetic in seeking 
out all cases of sickness; they have a perfect system of visitation, and all cases 
observed are at once brought to the hospital for treatment. The soup kitchen under 
her charge has proved a great boon, especially during the cold weather. 


School.—The school staff left last week to attend the Teachers’ Conference in 
Johannesburg, and the Head Master, Mr. Yates, has omitted to hand me his monthly 
report. The interest in the school is well maintained, and the attendances are quite 
up to the average. The teachers evince great interest in their classes and do every- 
thing to make the children as bright and happy as possible. 

Church.—The interest in the church and Sunday school is fully maintained. 
Special Thanksgiving Services were held for “ Peace,” and also a special inter- 
cessional Service for the speedy recovery of His Majesty the King; both these 
services were very well attended, and the interest and earnestness manifested was 
very marked. 


Police.—I have found it necessary to increase the number of police to protect 
the property of the department and to maintain order and discipline. After the 
Declaration of Peace the people had an idea that the authority of camp was relaxed, 
but with the introduction of more police, this idea has been dispelled. 


Manufactures.—By instructions from head office, brick-making and other manu- 
factures have been stopped. I find it necessary to retain some of the carpenters 
for repairs and sea maintenance of the department property. 

Attitude of the People—Since the cessation of hostilities the people have 
realized that they have become part and parcel of the British Empire, and their 
attitude is all that could be desired, being peaceable and well inclined. This was 
ks demonstrated by the eagerness of the men to take the Oath of Allegiance, 
and many of them expressed their gratitude that they had been allowed to observe 
their neutrality unmolested, and gladly took up their rights of citizenship. 


General Remarks.—The weather for the past month has been bitterly cold, 
frost and East winds prevailing. | 

The Coronation celebrations took place on the 26th and 27th instant. The 
programme included :— 


First day :— 
Picnic. 
Concert by school children. 
Games and children’s sports and refreshments. 


Second day :— 


Athletic sports. 
Games, &c. 


When it became known on Thursday morning that the condition of His 
Majesty the King had become such as to cause alarm, the tendency was to postpone 
the festivities, and for a time this caused quite a gloom over the poe and 
many were the expressions of sympathy and sorrow that His Majesty should have 
been laid aside at such an important time. 


The Committee, however, decided to go on with the programme, feeling sure 
that it would be the wish of His Majesty to do so. It would be hard to say who 
enjoyed themselves the most, the older residents of the camp or those who had only 
just come in from commando. It was certainly a revelation to the latter, and they 
entered most enthusiastically into the programme provided for them, and everyone 
seemed to thoroughly enjoy themselves. 


I have, &c., 
Davip Murray, 
Superintendent. 
To the Director of Burgher Camps, 
Pretoria. 


BELFAST. 


HEIDEL- 
BERG. 


IRENE. 
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SUPERINTENDENT'S MONTHLY ReEeportT.—June, 1902. 


Sir, Heidelberg, Burgher Camp, July 22, 1902. 
I nAvVE the honour to forward my monthly report for June, 1902, as follows :— 
Site-——The camp is situated about one thousand yards from the centre of the 
town of Heidelberg, and is in two portions, on a good slope on each side of a small 
valley. 
The General Health of the Camp has been satisfactory. 
Rations and Supplies—These are of good quality and came forward sufficient 
for requirements. 
ater Supply—tThis is laid on with pipes and taps from about seven hundred 
yards above the camps, and the reservoir 1s nme covered in. The water is thus 
conveyed into both camps to the Commissariat Department, and right into the 
hospital, as also to the two shower baths between the two camps. This water supply 


has been tested in Pretoria and pronounced to be absolutely pure and good. 


General Sanitation—Very satisfactory. There are 20 latrines, roofed, and 
with floors of concrete and stone, containing 240 buckets. These are attended to 
by a sanitary contractor of Heidelberg, and the soil is deposited two miles away. 
The work is done to my entire satisfaction. 

Dust-bins with stone floors and slop-buckets are in use throughout the camp 
sufficient for requirements. 

Church—Accommodation is provided in camp as follows :—One store marquee 
and six education marquees, and on Sundays all the people are free to go to the town 
to attend service there if they so wish. 

Police —There are 30 police, who are on duty night and day, keeping general 
order and Sigs, any contraventions of the Burgher Camps Regulations. 

Transport.—This has been sufficient for requirements, and consists of 28 mules 
and 10 oxen, the property of the department, and also 10 oxen and 14 donkeys hired 
from inmates of the camp. 

General Remarks—Very cold weather has been experienced, but as far as possible 
those living in bell tents have been provided with an extra tent to put over the other, 
and make it double. 

On the 26th June a picnic was given for all the children of the camp. They were 
taken to a Kloof in waggons, and were provided with cakes, sweets, and mineral 
waters, which they all enjoyed. In the afternoon, a dinner was provided for all the 
old people and employees of the camp, which was well attended and much appreciated. 
In the evening they were entertained by a gramophone, at the close of which they gave 
three cheers for the King. ; 

On the 27th sports were-held on a piece of ground above camp 3, and were much 
soeyee by all those attending them. On the evening of the 27th the staff was pro- 
vided with a dinner at the Railway Refreshment Rooms, and the inmates of the camp 
had a dance. A letter of thanks, signed by seven of the leading men of the camp 
was forwarded to you on 6th instant. 


T have, &c., 
A. A. ALLISON, 
Superintendent. 
To the Director of Burgher Camps, 
Pretoria. 
(5) 
SUPERINTENDENTS Montuty Report.—June, 1902. 
Sir, Burgher Camp, Irene. 


I HAVE the honour to report as follows for June, 1902:— 


Site—As per instructions I have commenced the work of changing the site of 
camp, No. 1, to that occupied by No. 2. A number of families have already been 
transferred, but the work coming as it does simultaneously with the exodus of the 
Burghers, proceeds slowly. 

_ Staff—The month, particularly the latter part of it, has been one of exceptional 


7 


strain upon my staff. Everyone has need to work at high pressure, and it affords me 
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much pleasure to state that almost without exception, duties, special and ordinary, IRENE. , 
have been equally well and faithfully done. 

I regret exceedingly to report the illness of Sister Cruickshank, whose work has 
been beyond all praise. There is no other case of sickness, except that of Mr. Groen- 
wald, who was confined to hospital several days. 

The following changes in the statf have taken place :—Mr. Dodd was transferred 
to the Accountants department, and Mr. McLeod to the stores on the 5th June. Mr. 
G. Thomson, Assistant Superintendent, No. 1 Camp, arrived on the 6th, Mr. Neill 
arrived on the 24th, and Mr. Hartley left on the 10th. Dr. Henderson arrived on the 
20th, and Sisters Henry and Grafton arrived on the 24th; they are temporarily located 
here pending the re-establishment of the camp at Pietersburg. 

n No. 2 Camp, Mr. Bowden, from Belfast, arrived to take up his duties as Store- 
keeper on the 25th, in succession to Mr. North. 

Mr. O’Connor, the Head Master, arrived with his family for the Educational 
Department. Miss Sachse left on the 22nd, Mr. Groenwald, of Camp No. 2, has been 
placed upon the Superintendent’s Staff. ; . 

General Health of the Camp—Except for an epidemic of Chicken Pox in Camp 
No. 2, the health of the camp has been excellent. The epidemic was checked by the 
prompt efforts of the Medical Officers, ably assisted by the intelligent co-operation of 
the teachers in the school. The cold has been considerable, the thermometer showing 
several degrees below Zero on frequent occasions. In consequence thereof, there have 
been a great many bronchial complaints, but I have done my utmost to remedy 
these cases by the issue of additional blankets. 

Rations Supplidd—tThe ration supply has been fairly satisfactory on the whole. 
Both inconvenience and discontent, however, have been caused by the irregularity 
ot the wood and coal supply, and I strongly recommend that this subject receive very 
special attention. 


The supplies coming forward have been uniformly good, with the exception of the 
preserved meat drawn from the A.$:C. This is old stock and contains a number of tins 
unfit for use. 

Eggs.—We have now a surplus of eggs in stock, the hospital requirements 
having fallen off considerably, and I would suggest that the supply discontinued for 
a month, to enable me to work off my present surplus, after which time, half the 
quantity at present supplied will, I consider, be sufficient. The eggs and onions 
supplied by Greengood have been of good quality and carefully packed. 

Water Supply—The water supply remains unfailing and of excellent quality. 
An occasional pipe has burst on account of the frost, but nothing more than a merely 
local and temporary inconvenience has been caused. 

Genéral Sanitation —lI have left nothing undone that can be done to make and 
keep the sanitary conditions of the camp without defect. This has, however, been 
very difficult, owing to the changes going on. 

Relief Matron’s Work.—The distribution of relief has been continued with a 
thoroughness and care which precludes the possibility of any case of real necessity being 
overlooked. Mrs. McCausland and Madam De Yonge eer fulfilled their difficult 
duties to my entire satisfaction. 

We are anxiously waiting supplies from the Coast, and pending their arrival, I 
shall have to make considerable local purchases to meet exigencies, a course which 
I regret to have to adopt. 

Camp Matron’s Work.—The responsibility of this work still remains with Sisters 
Cruickshank and McKenzie. I count myself fortunate in having two such Matrons 
at Irene. Their devotion to duty has met with the unanimous approval of the people. 
They have each come to be recognised by the Burghers as the friend of all, the enemy 
of none, and their impartial but kind administration has merited the excellence of this 
reputation. 

Schools—The schools have been working satisfactorily. I am co-operating as 
far as possible with the Educational Department to secure regularity of attendance, 
and the increased attendance of boys and girls of an advanced age. These are the 
chief points upon which attention is being centred. In the meantime, the moral 
and educational influences of the schools are making themselves felt upon the character 
of the children. . 

Church.—A special Thanksgiving Service for Peace was held in the Dutch Re- 
formed Church on the Aibet Sunday after the declaration. The spacious building was 
So crowded that the meeting had to be ‘held in the open air. Special reference was 
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made from the pulpit to the allegiance which the Burghers owed to the Imperial 
Throne, and the people were exhorted to be loyal and not to betray their trust: The 
sentiment of the preacher seemed to be cordially endorsed by his hearers. _ . 

Police—Owing to the exodus from camp I have the greatest difficulty in main- 
taining the number and efficiency of this staff. ; 

Transport.—Owing to the departure of the Burghers with their oxen, donkeys, and 
mules, the transport was threatened with total collapse. In Camp No. 2 the number 
of donkeys and mules was reduced from sixty seven to thirteen, and these scarcely fit 
for use. However, the position was saved by the timely arrival of ten waggons and 
one hundred mules arranged for by Head Quarters. 

Manufactures —Manufactures have been seriously interfered with on account of 
the number of burghers leaving, and the great difficulty of replacing them with com- 
petent men. The manufacture of bricks has been stopped altogether as ordered, and 
all building has been discontinued, because of the proposed change of site. 

. Nearly 400 pairs of veld schoens for women and children were made during the 
month, and they were of excellent quality. 

Attitude —There has been occasional friction between the residents in camp and 
newly surrendered burghers, owing to mutual recriminations, but none of these have 
been serious. On the whole the attitude of the people has been without fault. I have 
received as Superintendent of the camp much thanks from surrendered burghers for 
the kindness of the Government to their families, and gratitude, as far as I am able to 
interpret the feeling of the people, is the prevailing sentiment of all those who 
have left to return to their farms. 

rats 4 tha Oath of Allegiance—In my capacity of Special Commissioner I have 
been kept busy swearing in the burghers who desired to take the oath of allegiance. 
Over five hundred burghers have taken the oath. Immediately upon the proclamation 
of peace crowds of men signified their willingness to swear allegiance to the British 
Throne, and in no case whatever has any pressure been brought to bear upon them. 


I was particularly impressed with the swearing in of five of the oldest men in the 
camp. One of these was 85 years old, and the others of an approximate age. They 
struggled to my office with the aid of crutches and sticks, and the very necessary assist- 
ance of other burghers. They had originally come from the Cape Colony with the 
“Voortrekkers,” when the century was young, and through all the tragic scenes of the 

litical drama in South Africa had been staunch adherents to the Boer cause. Their 
story, indeed, is contemporaneous with the history of the country since the period of 
the 1820 settlement. 

It was a strange spectacle to witness these men of wrinkled and decrepit age, 
scarcely able to move without pain, voluntarily raising their hands to Heaven while 
their lips repeated the oath “zoo waarlyk help my God Almachtig.” 

Arrival of Surrendered Burghers.—The arrival of the surrendered burghers after 
the peace proclamation produced a state of excitement never equalled in camp. Men, 
women, and children thronged the boundary, and gazed intensely [? intently” 
along the road whence the surrendered burghers were expected to arrive. 
In spite of the efforts of the Burgher Police, thousands of people stood 
on prohibited ground outside the camp to welcome the latest fighting 
remnant as they returned. The dust of horsemen seen afar upon the 
road was the signal of expectant surmise among the women and children who 
were looking for long vanished faces. At that strange meeting place, before the sup- 

ressed excitement of several thousand people, the mother found her child, the wife her 
usband, the sister her brother. There were none of the loud hurrahs or tumult of 
shouting that usually characterise a British crowd. The hands of the heroes, for such 
they were accounted, were shaken cordially by the men, and as heartily were their lips 
kissed by the women. The reception was of a unique nature. In spite of rags and dirt 
and dust, the women lined up to impress their welcome upon sunburnt cheeks. The 


young women pinned the colours to their coats, and they were led triumphant! 
tents of their families and friends. ¢ phantly to the 


The Proclamation of Peace.—I proclaimed the news of peace on Sunday mornj 
of the 1st instant. Rumours of the proclamation had been % rsistent, and lan fore 
thousand people assembled about my office to hear it pain ootimnad The procla- 
mation was received with a satisfaction too intense for words, and strong men were 
bowed in tears with the joy of the knowledge that the shadow of war had passed from 
the land. Mutual congratulations were freely exchanged between representatives of 
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the fwo races, and the crowd quietly dispersed to their homes, with peace in their minds 
and good-will towards men. : 

Exodus of Burghers—The number of burghers who have returned to their homes 
since the opportunity was given is approximately 1,000. 

It has been with difficulty, therefore, that the ordinary work of the camp has been 
done. Labour in every department has been more or less disorganised, and I think 
it will be necessary to offer more liberal remuneration to burghers for their services if 
it is considered desirable to retain them. Carpenters and masons who have been 
working at 2s. 6d. per diem are now refusing to work for that amount, but have ex- 
pressed their willingness to remain in the employ of the burgher camps, if paid a higher 
rate of wages, 

Coronation Festivities—The programme of the festivities, with a slight divergence 
from the official circular, was carried out at Irene as follows:— 

Wednesday, 25th—Children’s concert and staff ball. 
Thursday, 26th.—Children’s picnic, old people’s dinner, and burgher ball. 
Friday, 27th—Adult sports. 

Every item was an unqualified success, and was fulfilled to the entire satisfaction of 
all concerned. The band of the Leinster Regiment was kindly secured for the evenings 
of the 26th and 27th by the Commandant, Irene, through the courtesy of the Com- 
manding Officer. The distinguished success of the school concert is a conspicuous 
comment on the painstaking ability of Mr. Barry, Miss Plumb, Miss Wheatley, and 
the Educational Staff The old people’s dinner could not have been more efficiently 
managed than it was by Sisters Hyland and Jones. Both guests and visitors appre- 
ciated the work of these ladies. One of the old folks remarked, “I have served Presi- 
dent Kruger a long time and got nothing, and now the new King, as soon as he is our 
King, thinks of the old people and gives us a dinner; he is the King for me.” 


Another old man prayed earnestly that “The King God had given them might 
be restored to health, and that he might always be as good to them as the old Guana, his 
mother, had been.” This single petition he inserted into the grace said before dinner, 
and I mention it to show the spirit in which the King is régarded by some of the oldest 
supporters of the Kruger régime. 


It would be an invidious omission among the names of those who contributed to 
the success of the Coronation festivities if that of Mr. Collett, the chief clerk of my 
eam did not appear. To him chiefly the success of the staff ball and burgher sports 
was due. 

Judging from the effect produced upon the minds of the people,: the expenditure 
was more than justified, and will be fraught with permanent beneficial results, especi- 
ally in the case of the young people. 





I have, &c., 
A. Bruce, 
Lieutenant, Quarter-Master, 
Royal Army Medical Corps, 
Superintendent. 
(6) 


SUPERINTENDENT'S MONTHLY Report.—June, 1902. 


Sir, Links Burgher Camp, J ohannesburg. 
In accordance with instructions I have the honour to report as follows for the 
month of June, 1902. 


Staff—During the month Sister Cockin arrived from Standerton Camp as 
Hospital Nurse, in place of Sister Pickburn, returned to Irene. 


Miss Ward was engaged in J ohannesburg as Hospital Probationer, and has 
been on duty at the Infectious Diseases Hospital. Four Refugee Probationers have 
also been on duty at the hospitals, but the Matron is now finding it very difficult to 
obtain suitable girls for this work owing to the exodus of so many families from 
camp. , Wes 
_ Accommodation.—In accordance with head office instructions one of the long 
iron sheds was demolished and forwarded to Balmoral Camp. | 
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The Nurses’ quarters and the Infectious Diseases Hospital are unfinishea, and 


NESBURG. work on same has been discontinued, as this hospital will doubtless be closed in the - 


DORP. 


course of a few days. 


The General Health of Camp is excellent. 

Kations and Supplies—Ample supplies are still on hand and of good quality. 

Relief Matron’s Work.—The Relief Matron has found it necessary to distri- 
bute clothing freely during the month owing to the cold weather recently experi- 


enced. 


Camp Matron’s Work.—The system of visiting the tents is still continued by the - 
Camp Matron and her four Probationers, but there is little work to do, All cases 
of serious sickness are immediately removed to hospital. 


School.—The Educational Department now hold school in the new schoolrooms. 


The marquees and grand stand are not required as the number of children in. 
camp has been greatly reduced of late. 


Church.—Services are now held in one of the long sheds instead of the Grand 
Stand. 


Police—Only one policeman provided by the authorities is now on duty (with 
relief) night and day at the main entrance. I still retain the services of a number 
of Burgher Police on night duty to patrol the camp and guard the offices and stores. 


Coronation Festivities—Sports for inmates were held on the 24th, and a 
General Camp Dance in one of the long buildings on the night of the 25th. Refresh- 
ments were provided in large quantities. The band of the Hampshire Regiment 
was much appreciated. 


Both young and old enjoyed themselves immensely, and were exceedingly pleased 
with the facilities provided for their enjoyment. 

General——The Peace conditions were well received by the inmates and all con- 
cerned with the camp. The Official Notice was read out to all the men, and they at 
once came forward without demur and took the Oath of Allegiance to His Majesty 
King Edward VII. All appear pleased that Peace is restored, and are anxious - 
to return to their homes. 


The behaviour’ of both the inmates of the camp and the surrendered Burghers 
calling at the camp for their rations has been excellent, and no sign of discontent 
has been exhibited. : 


The staff has had a very heavy month owing to the enormous amount of work 
entailed by the extra rationing to surrendered Burghers and the large number of © 
town families who daily present themselves for the month’s rations and necessary 
documents to enable them to remove to their farms-in'the district. 





I have, &c., 
. A. H. Nose, 
To the Director/of: Burgher’Camps, Superintendent. 
Pretoria. | 
(7) 
SUPERINTENDENT'S Montuty Report.—June, 1902. 
SIR, | Burgher Camp, Klerksdorp, July 8, 1902. 


_ I wave the honour of placing before you my report on Klerksdorp Burgher - 
Camp for the month of June, 1902" ry. oe tite 
Camp.—This, I found on my arrival, and after careful inspection, somewhat. . 
out of hand and behind the times regarding sanitation, personal comfort of the 
inmates, water supply, and general compactness of the camp. 
I would respectfully suggest that store rooms of iron be built on the camp - 
grounds to replace the present storés in the town. 
Sanitation.—This is carried out on the approved system, our slop-carts remov- 
ing the refuse daily. The camp is well supplied with slop-pails, which are all 
tarred to prevent corrosion. | 3 | 
The latrines in the first instance were badly constructed, and on a’ somewhat. . 


_* 


insanitary principle. I am having those on the Eastside of’ the camp removed _ 
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forward six feet, and having the floors cemented to prevent filtration. This work Kiaags- + 
is now well in hand and progressing favourably. | DORP, 


Water System.—This is not quite as good as it might be. The supply, though 
-abundant, is badly distributed, but with little expense as per plan forwarded for your 
-consideration on the 22nd ultimo, the distribution might be much improved. The 

umps have had about a year’s constant work, and are worn, and require much repair- 
ing. Should the scheme for distribution meet with your favourable consideration, I 
would respectfully suggest that wheel pumps be substituted for those with handles, as 
the strain on the framework and other parts is greatly minimised in the former. For 
the prevention of filtration of surface refuse, your order for bricking in the wells is 
having my immediate attention. 


Wash-houses.—The slop water from this tended-to collect, and was making the 
necessary building a nuisance, and a danger to the camp. To overcome this difficulty 
I have transferred the Hospital wash-house lower down the spruit, and further away, 
and have had the wash-house floor bricked and cemented throughout, and I trust this 

action will meet with your approval. 


Rh as re Se 8 was stopped owing to the coldness of the weather, 
‘and also for the reason that I could not get a good day’s work from the labourers. iia 


Tanning was also stopped for the same reason, temporarily, and wholly by your 
‘orders from Pretoria. 


Refused Receptacles —I have demolished all the open fixed deposit sites and sub- 
stituted portable bins. Those are much more useful, and being distributed about the 
-camp, are much more convenient for the transference of the camp rubbish. 


Gardens.—I have been able to retain the use of all our cultivated ground lands 
in the old township which are used for the supply of vegetables for the camp, under 
conditions with the owner which I consider very favourable to the camp. For the 

larger and more productive portion of the ground I am to give provisions for three 

adults until the breaking up of the camps, and the ground is then to be returned to 

the owner, with such residue of vegetables that may remain, being too young for 
lucking and distribution. The conditions conclude with the transfer of the land. 

i e “rei and smallest portion I have obtained on same terms until the end of 
ecember. 


. Distribution of Food Stuffs to Surrendered Burghers and their Families, and to 
Destitute Families—This demand was an enormous strain upon our working staff 
beyond the ordinary work of camp supply, but the labour was met with the most un- - 
grudgin spirit, and reflects great credit, upon our storeman, Mr. Baker, his assistant, 
fr, O'Shea, and staff. 

2,872 persons were supplied with food, and the quantity of food-stuffs issued .was, 
flour, 63,530 lbs.; coffee, 8,298 lbs.; sugar, 15,068 lbs.; suet, 5,000 Ibs. ; butter, 
680 Ibs.; soap, 4,9354 lbs.; milk, 12,967 tins; tinned meat, 36,570 lbs. i 


Coronation Festivitids—These were carried out pleasantly and successfully, each 
department working happily towards one end. On Thursday, 26th June, at 9 a.m., the 
children were sent off under the care of Mr. Hesse and the teaching staff of the burgher 
camp schools for their picnic. Locating themselves amongst the hills for the day, they 

enjoyed the good cheer provided for them. ‘At 1 p.m. the old folks’ dinner was success- 

fully carried out, through the energy of the Relief and Camp Matrons. The old 
people’s enjoyment was great and the dinner was a complete success. ‘The Hospital 
‘convalescents were not forgotten, and the Hospital Matron helped to make their con- 
finement as pleasant as possible under circumstances. The evening closed with a 
‘dance in honour of the occasion for the young folks of the camp. sir 


Friday, 27th—The oe, under the direction of Dr. Dixon and Dr. Macdonald, 
were carried out successfully. The sports were varied with music, as the Commandant 
-of Klerksdorp had kindly allowed us the privilege of having for the afternoon the South 
Wales Borderers’ fife band, and the pipes and drums of the Seaforths. During the 
intervals .a concert was given by the school children (open air), which was greatly 
Pad by — ea ‘It a fhe ane ee with the National Anthem. ~The 
‘day was 4 pleasant and enjoyable one for all, and the festiviti 

eres qe ste les were brought to a close 
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Health of the Camp.—This has been extremely satisfactory for the month of June, 
and the returns show a steady decrease in the death rate since April as follows :— 
April, 21 deaths. | 
May, 16 deaths. 
June, 8 deaths. 





I have, &c., 
W. SYMINGTON, 

| Superintendent. 

To the Director of Burgher Camps, 
Pretoria. 
(8) 
SUPERINTENDENT'S MontHLY REpPort.—J UNE, 1902. 

Sir, Burgher Camp, Krugersdorp, July 10, 1902. 


I HAVE the honour to forward report on the Krugersdorp Camp for the month 
of June. 

Census—On June 9th the first batch of surrenders, 300, arrived, and on the 
following days up to the end of the month 749 men, making a total for the three weeks 
of 1,049. Of these 387 souls have returned to their farms, while a great number were 
passed on to the camps of their own districts. oe 

Accommodation.—There is tent accommodation for a limited number of families, 
as those coming in balance the number returning home: 

All old tents are being patched up and made serviceable, and thus we are able 
to give tents to all those going out, and also to keep a sufficient supply on hand for 
immediate requirements. 

Health—tThe health of camp is excellent, there being now only seven cases of illness 
in the Hospital, of which two are enteric fever. The two latter were admitted in May, 
and no further cases have occurred since then. In camp colds prevail, but nothing 
of a serious nature. 

Rations.—These are still of first class quality and abundant. 

Water Supply—Water is obtained from the source originally opened up, and is 
abundant and pure, being well protected. 

Sanitation —The camp is kept perfectly clean, though since the declaration of 
peace, it has been far more difficult to attain the old standard. The same rules hold 
good as at first laid down, and for the sake of health all regulations are adhered to. 

- The Krugersdorp Sanitary Board still remove the night soil, but all slops are 
removed by ourselves. 

All people are now off the ground; every family is able to sleep on beds, wood 
having been provided to all those able to make kartels, while others were served out 
with beds and stretchers. 

Relief Matron—The Matron and her assistant have still an abundance of work. 
Every schoolchild has been properly and warmly clad, and has received a pair of boots. 
All the orphanage children have been supplied with clothing and boofs according to 
requirements. 

Camp Matron—tThis lady has under her four nurses and thirteen probationers, 
who attend to all minor cases in camp and provide for old people who are helpless. I 
attach great importance to this work, as a systematic tent to tent visitation is certain 
to discover any cases of illness which would otherwise be concealed from the Medical 
Officer’s notice. 

School—A most successful examination was held prior to breaking up, and I 
have much pleasure in stating that the majority of the children passed with “ excel- 
lante”” on their papers. The attendance has somewhat diminished owing to the exodus 
to the farms. 

Forms for all classes have now been supplied, made in camp. 

Policd—tThe force has decreased slightly, 1 great many of the old men having 
retired, their places being taken by men just surrendered. 

Transport—The transport animals are in poor condition, owing to sickness and 


— work. I have been able to hire what was necessary to cope with the extra work 
of late. 
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__ Manufactures—Tanning of hides has almost ceased, owing to the scarcity of the KrugErs- 
hides, but it is hoped to revive it again very shortly, as hides are coming in more readily. DoRP. 
Brickmaking has been stopped. 
Gardening is still proceeding, and a good crop of vegetables is still procured 
though the weather has been so severe. Ground has been prepared for the early 
co crops, and it is intended to take over all the ground not used by Burghers and 
work it. 
Attitude of People-——The arrival of the surrendered Burghers caused a great 
-commotion, the general feeling being antagonistic to the men who were in camp. The 
people are restless, and most anxious to return to their farms. 
Géneral—The Festivities were carried on during the weck ending 28th June. 
They were on an extensive scale, and everyone in camp partook in some way. | 
The children had a particularly good time. After taking part in the Town pro- » 
cession they were taken out of town to a nice healthy spot, and thoroughly enjoyed the 
‘day’s picnic. : 
The sports for the adults were also a great success, and lasted the whole day. On 
the whole the children will have cause to remember the occasion. 


Medals and Mugs were given to all the children. 


IT have, &c., 
P. ToMLinson, 
| Superintendent 
~The Director, Burgher Camps, 
Pretoria. 
(9) 
SUPERINTENDENTS Montuty Report.—June, 1902. 
SIR, Burgher Camp, Middelburg, July 9, 1902. MrppgL- 


I nave the honour to report for the month of June as follows:— BURG, 


Accommodation.—As the people leave for their farms taking only one tent with 
them, and as they have, in most cases, occupied two, we are gradually accumulating 
spare tents again. pit dat 

The General Health is excellent. The average attendance at the out-patients 
Consulting room is only 17. 

Rations and Supplies have been good, but owing to the mistake of some railway 
official, 9,000 Ibs. of meat, which should have been addressed to this camp, were labelled 

Belfast, and went on there. We had a storage in this way on the 28th ultimo. 

Relidf Matron.—Owing to the destitute condition of many of the recently sur- 
rendered Burghers, a considerable quantity of clothing was distributed. Poynton’s 

bill was £114 3s. 6d. 

Eleven bales of blankets, 382 bolsters, and 30 mattresses were distributed, besides 

‘sundry articles, such as kartels, pots and pans. 

Manufactures —Bootmakers. Only 142 pairs of boots were issued; 578 pairs are 
in reserve, 

Tannery.—One hundred and sixty-one skins were delivered from the tannery. 

The Attitude of the Peopld has materially changed for the better since the termi- 
nation of hostilities, and mainly, I think, because of the good feeling displayed by the 
recently surrendered Burghers. 

General Remarks —Those people who were anxious to leave for their farms havin 
now gone, the majority appear to be undesirous of leaving immediately, so, 1 thi 
there is little danger of distress arising from premature departure. 

Our present difficulties have been arranged in regard to labour, by increase of 


wages. 
I have, &c., 
Rost. JoHNsTon, Uaptain, 
Superintendent. 


“To the Director of Burgher Camps, 
Pretoria. 
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(10) 
SUPERINTENDEN?T’s Montuty Reporr.—July, 1902. 
National Scouts Camp, Meintjes Kop, Pretoria, 


Murntyes SIR, July 7, 1902. 


Kop. 


- 


L nave the honour to submit my Monthly Report for the month ending 30th 
June, 1902. | 

The General Health has been excellent, though the nights are much colder now. 

Water Supply—tThe quality is good, but there has been some difficulty as to 
quantity, so far as the staff is concerned, principally due, as the Water Works inform 
me, to the fact that the pressure through the main pipe is insufficient. I have more 
than once brought the inconvenience to the notice of the Waterworks Company, but 
get no satisfaction. 

The General Sanitation is good. 

Sehools—All the school children, and others in camp not attending school, par- 
took in the festivities held in the Park last month. Some 250 children were present, 
and apparently enjoyed themselves. 

Diorectices ae ‘he sports and dance ala sae appointed for Coronation day 
have been postponed till July. The Coronation dinner to the old folks in camp, 
however, was given as arranged, as for obvious reasons it could not be postponed. 

Attitude of People-—Surrenders visiting the camp were inclined to be abusive 
to the men of the National Scouts, but this was promptly stopped, and no further 
trouble occurred. 

General Remarks.—During the latter part of May, some 500 National Scouts 
arrived here for the Coronation festivities, and encamped on the ground North of 
the Observation Camp for three days or more. Also since the National Scouts were 
disbanded on the 17th May, numbers have come into this Camp, awaiting arrange- 
ments for their final departure to their respective homes. This has thrown a great 
deal more work on to the staff. | 

Further, since the Scouts were disbanded the Adjutant informed me I could 
not compel them to work in camp after the 17th May, 1902, consequently many have 
declined to work for the Qs. 6d. a day offered. A very few have left camp already 
to take up their respective vocations, and the old labour question is therefore 
revived more keenly now than ever, especially with more to do in settling up this 





camp. 
T have, &c., 
A. M. Luoyp, Mayor, 

| 3 Superintendent. 

To the Director of Burgher Camps, 
- Pretoria. : 
(11) 
SUPERINTENDENT'S Montuty Reporr.—June, 1902. 

Sir, Mafeking, Burgher Refugee Camp, July 3, 1902. 


I nave the honour to submit the following report for the month of June :— 

Staff —Mr. C. C. Campbell has joined the staff as Chief Clerk. Mrs. Wilson 
has been appointed to succeed Mrs. Gleeson as Relief Matron. 

Census.—It has been impossible to make an accurate return owing to the large 
floating population coming and going daily by surrender and transfer. I have 
already despatched 1,400 persons to their houses pioperly rationed and equipped. 

There have been no births, and the deaths were eleven. ; 

The General Health is good. 

Rations and Supplies—The rations have been ample for the refugees, but, un- 
fortunately, insufficient supplies have come forward for the staffs, who have beea 
without several articles to which they are entitled. 

Water Supply continues excellent. 

General Sanitation —The health of the camp has not suffered, but the work of 
sanitation has been rendered heavy by the filthy ative of many of the surrendered 
Burghers. Those remaining for a time are becoming more amenable to my regula- 
tions. 


263 


Relief Committee —The Committee have distributed a large amount of relief MarFE- 
during the month. They have received a great quantity of free gifts for distribu- KING. 
tion, among them being 28 cases from a French Committee of ladies. While I have 
to thank them for their generosity, I have to regret that enquiries were not made 
beforehand to ascertain what class of gifts would be most use ul to the recipients. 

I have to acknowledge the valuable services rendered to the department by Mrs. 
Gleeson, who has been relieved at her own request. 

Camp Matron’s Work.—This continues to be the most satisfactory feature of 
the camp work. 

The Camp Matron has also taken charge of the Orphanage, and I am much 
gratified by the way it has been administered. She has succeeded in training the 
children admirably, while winning their confidence and affection. 

School_—The school has suffered from the excitement and upheaval caused b 
the altered conditions. An excellent display was given by the children on the 4th 
of June, which caused astonishment and admiration amongst a large number of 
people who had been asked to come. 

Church——The Rector of Mafeking has been good enough to provide an after- 
noon service on Sundays for the staff, which has been much appreciated. 

Transport has dwindled owing to one or two deaths among the mules, and the 
service of the camp is carried on with difficulty. 

Manufactures have been stopped, except the various workshops for repairs. 
The recreation hall was so near com letion that I had it finished: | 

Attitude of the People.—Satistactory and very eager to return home. , 

Recreations.—The chief recreation during the month has been the merrymaking 
between reunited families. The Gymkhana on the 25th lasted all day, and was a 
very great success in every respect. ) 

General Remarks.—The conditions have been abnormal, but there has been no 
confusion. The majority of the people employed have stuck to their posts loyally, 
and so enabled the work to be performed without any serious delay. I have been 
appointed to the Rustenburg district, and am resigning my post as Superintendent 
as soon as my successor arrives. I should wish to put on record m appreciation 
of the way in which the inmates have seconded my efforts to improve t eir condition, 

-and to render the camp a sanitary dwelling-place for them. I venture to think that 
there has been a continuous improvement. | 


I have, &c., 7 
H. Kemparti-Cook, _ 
| | Superintendent. 
To the Director of Burgher Camps, cee 
Pretoria. 
po ee 
(12) 
SuPERINTENDENT’S Montaty Report.—JUNE, 1902. 

SIR, Burgher Camp, Pietersburg, June 30, 1902. PIETERS- 


['HAve the honour to submit my report on this camp for the month of June, 1902. BURG. 

Site-—The Buys people have left for Mara to-day, and the ground is being rapidly 
cleared of all by se in view of the return of the old camp from Pinetown. 

The Scouts’ families’ camp is again rapidly filling up, as an order has been issued 
py the Magistrate that those families occupying free houses in town must vacate them to 
make room for the return of the owners. : . ! 

Staff —The staff have been most zealous during the past month in coping with the 
daily increase of work. | a 
General Health of Camp.—tThe health of the inmates of the camp continues 
_ excellent. nn Brett. ici. 

Ration Supplies.—The quantity and quality of stores continues satisfactory. 

‘ Water Supply.—The supply of water for the Scouts’ Camp is taken from the 
River “Sterkspruit ” by means of proper water carts, which have now been provided. 
This is much more satisfactory than the old metkod of barrels placed on a wagon. 

General Sanitation —A twice-daily sanitary service is carried out by means of a 
wagon Geatg iti: which I hope will shortly be replaced by the sanitary wagons which 
are under order. 





PIETERS- 
BURG. 


POTCHEF- 
STROOM. 
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Urine is removed twice daily in a similar manner to night soil, and chamber pots. 


are emptied into the latrines. 

There is also a twice-daily rubbish service, which removes dirt of every description, 
including ashes, as well as a slop service, which empties the buckets which have been 
provided for the purpose. 

School.—The children in my camp are at liberty to attend the Town Government 
Schools. 


Transport.—Through the kindness of the Special Transport Officer here, I have 


been able to get the use of four wagons and spans of mules for transport purposes on 
condition that I feed the animals as well as their drivers and leaders. 

Attitude of People-—There is a very Apatt feeling of animosity existing between 
the Scouts’ families and the surrendered burghers and their families, and no oppor- 
tunity is lost of showing this, and on more than one occasion blows have resulted. 

T have, &c., 
Aurex. G. WATT, 
Acting Superintendent. 
To the Director of Burgher Camps, 





Pretoria. 
(13) 
SUPERINTENDENT'S MontuLy Report.—JUvNE, 1902. 
SIR, Burgher Camp, Potchefstroom, July 1, 1902. 


I HAve the honour to submit my monthly report for June, 1902, as tollows :— 


Staff —Lhe health of staff has been good on the whole, but they have been over-- 


worked, owing to so many burghers and families having passed through our hands; 
this, however, could not be helped, and is now being remedied. 
Accommodation.—We have no spare tents on hand, but make the best arrange- 


ments we can under the circumstances. A good number of families are still living in . 


town. 

The General Health of camp could not be better. 

Rations and Supplies —We have a fair stock in hand, the quality of which is first 
class. We were quite able to meet the extra demand during the month. 

Water Supply.—Water has now been laid on to camp, and has proved a great 
advantage to the inmates, hospitals, dispensary, kitchens, &c., Wc. 

Relief Matron’s Work.—Several parcels of free gifts have been received recently, 
all of which were welcome and have been distributed under the direction of the Com- 
mittee. | 

Camp Matron’s Work.—Owing to the decrease of sickness in camp the Matron 
and her staff have not had very much to do. What had to be stondet to has been 
done in a very satisfactory manner. 

Schools—Camp schools were broken up on the 25th ultimo. A concert was given 
by them on the same evening, and the children gave a capital entertainment. 

Transport.—Most of our cartage is now done by ourselves, and we hire very few 
wagons now. 

Manufacturds—At present we are only doing a little tanning. The leather 
made is handed over to the Relief Matron for free distribution. | 

Attitude of Peopla—Everyone is satisfied that Peace has at last come, and I 
fancy more than satisfied at the terms to surrendered Burghers. 

Genéral Remarks —This month we have had rather an exciting time of it, and 
one which none of us are likely to forget. When the 635 surrendered Burghers of this 
district arrived in camp the excitement among refugees was terrific. To keep order 
among, and correct records of, all the new arrivals, w ich, including women and child- 
ren, amounted to 1,100 odd, it was necessary to close the gates and keep all refugees in 


whole side of camp was simply packed by women and children, about 20 or 30 deep. 
The surrendered Burghers lined themselves up outside the wire fence, all of them re- 


maining on horseback until their Veld Cornets read out an address to the people in » 


camp. The addresses were simple and to the point, the essence of some being, that 
they had fought for their country like men; had got the worst of it; and now intended 


to do their best to be true British subjects, and as loyal to England,as they had been» 


to their own country. 


oe (about 5,000) until the burghers had passed through our office one by one. One - 
e 


a. eo 
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The meeting broke up after about an hour’s singing of hymns, &c. 


On Coronation Day 3,000 to 4,000 refugees thoroughly enjoyed a eee provided 
for them by the Department. Later on they had a big dance, and a er was pro- 
vided for the old people. A small band was provided for the picnic and dance. The 
expense was exceedingly small considering the number of people. _ 

The staff intend having their picnic next Sunday. They deserve it, as they have 
all had a very hard month’s work. 


I have, &c., 
R. Duncan, 

Superintendent. 

To the Director of Burgher Camps, 
Pretoria. 
(14) 
SUPERINTENDENT'S Montuity Report.—J UNE, 1902. 

Sir, Burgher Camp, Standerton, July 1, 1902. 


I HAVE the honour to forward my Monthly Report for June, 1902, as follows :— 


Census.—The population of the camp in the last week of June was—men, 741; 
women, 1,313; children, 1,365; total, 3,419; this shows a slight reduction on the 
previous month. About 220 surrendered Burghers have been taken in since the 
general surrender and a fair number of these have again left for their farms. The 
total leaving camp was about 400. 

Accommodation.—Great difficulty has been experienced in finding sufficient tents 
to supply good tents to all families leaving camp for their homes, and it was quite out 
of question to supply them to families leaving the town. Lately 20 marquees have 
been obtained from the Ordnance, which have been a great help. 

General Health—tThe health of the “amp still continues very good, only 5 deaths 
have occurred during the month. Although very cold weather was experienced during 
oh of the month, cases of pneumonia have been very few but ordinary colds have 

en rather prevalent. 

Buildings——The new wash and bathhouses have been completed and water is 
being laid on. The new brick hospital has been opened, and is a great acquisition. 
One of the buildings sanctioned for the Educational Staff was completed, and no others 
have been begun. <A small brick building for the use of the staff was nearly completed 
when the orders stopping all buildings arrived; this is being finished. 

Water Su ee beds.—One of these is finished so far as the excavation 
is concerned, and the second is being begun; this work is going on slowly, owing to the 
hard nature of the soil and rock. 

Rations and Supplies ——These have been coming forward regularly and in good 
condition. The treacle ration has been discontinued, and the extra ration of sugar been 
started in its place. The 3 or 4 weeks’ supplies have been issued to all Burghers leay- 
ing for their farms. 

General Sanitation.—the work of cementing the floors of the latrines has been 
pushed forward since the arrival of cement. 

Schools——The attendance at the school has decreased somewhat, owing to the 
General Surrender and to the Coronation Festivities. The school holidays began 
on 25th ultimo. 

Manufacturés.—Brickmaking was discontinued after the receipt of orders to that 
effect. We have a large stock of green brick on hand, which I think would be made 
far more saleable by being burnt. 

Staff —The health of the staff has been good. Mr. Symington was doing duty as 
Acting Superintendent for a time at the end of May, and up till the 5th of June, when 
I returned from Volksrust. Mr. Symington left for Klerksdorp on the 6th. Mr, 
Kingston arrived on the 2nd as Timekeeper. Mr. Leicester arrived on the 20th to 
take over the duties of Accountant vice Mr. Harvey, appointed Financial Inspector. 
Sister Basan arrived on the 22nd and took over the duties of Hospital Matron from 
Sister Garvie, who had been acting since Sister Barratt was appointed Camp Matron. 
Sister Cochrin left for J ore on the 10th for duty, and on the same day Sister 
Merry left, having resigned. Mr. Bond arrived to relieve Mr. Bennett as Assistant 
Storekeeper on the 23rd. 
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Coronation Festivities—The children’s fete was held as arranged in the town. 
and about 800 children from the camp took part. Everything passed off well, the 
Educational Staff being of great service in amusing the children. On the 29th ultimo 
a picnic was held outside the camp for the young children who were unable to take 
part in the long day’s amusement in the town, and for the very old people a band and 
other amusements were provided, and everyone seemed to thoroughly enjoy the day. 
A small dance was given to the Staff in the evening in the large store, and on the 30th 
the inmates were allowed the use of the same room for a dance. 

Attitude of People —This, in the majority of cases remains good, and although 
one hears of a few remarks being passed between the General Surrenders and the sid 
inmates of the camp there does not seem to be much outward friction, It has been 
necessary to let one or two of the late Boer leaders thoroughly understand that while 
they are in the camp they are subject to all camp orders; on the other hand several 
of the influential men who have come in under the general surrender have come 
personally and expressed to me their great satisfaction at the way the Government 
have treated their women and children, and for all that has been done to make their 
stay in the camp as pleasant as possible. 

I have, &c., 


P. C. Jonas, 
Superintendent. 
To the Director of Burgher Camps, 
Pretoria. 


(15) 
SuPERINTENDENT’S MontTuity Report.-—JuNeE, 1902. 


SIR, Burgher Camp, Volksrust. 
I nAve the honour to report as follows on the Burgher Camp for the month 
of June :-— 


Staff—I took over, as directed, from Lieutenant Jonas on the 4th of June. 
Mr. Woodhouse arrived here on the same day to relieve Mr. Thompson, who then 
proceeded to Irene. Mr. Gibbon also reached here on the 4th of June, and, owing 
to the pressure of work, he was put on to do the duty of Registrar; he has now 

iven notice to leave. Mr. Smith, General Office Clerk, also has given notice, and 

should be glad if these clerks could be replaced. Mr. Edgar arrived here on the 
19th, and has done good, steady work ever since as General Clerk; I should recom- 
mend that he be put on as Registrar. 

Census.—At the end of the month there were 1,001 men, 1,195 women, 1,199 
children. There were seven births and two deaths. You will see by the doctor's 
report that the health during last month was excellent, especially when the prevail- 
ing bad weather is taken into account. 

Accommodation.—There is no spare accommodation, and many of the tents 
now standing are in poor condition. 

Rations and Supplies—Rations and supplies come forward freely and are of 
good C Vioyuigh 

ater Supply.—For the present there is sufficient for the use of the camp, but 
the supply may at any time run short, as without rain this supply is not to be 
depended upon. | 

General Sanitation —The general sanitary condition of this camp leaves room 
for improvement. I fully recognize the importance of this matter, and shall use 
every endeavour to make this more satisfactory. 

School.—I found this part of the camp rather neglected, but at once had it put 
into proper order and thorouglily cleaned, and now it is quite the most creditable 
portion of the Burgher Camp. 

Police —These do good work, and most of them, now, have overcoats. 

Transport.—Transport and working animals are altogether inadequate, and 
it is highly necessary that there should be more transport. I have tried to get trans- 
port from outside, but so far without success. 

Recreations.—Sports were held and picnic given to the children on 26th June. 
There was also a dinner to the old people. 
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Attitude of People—The people seem quite contented with the camp life, but VouKs- 
of late they show a restlessness to get back to their farms, and the independent BUEe. 
amongst them seem determined to do so, even before proper provision has been made 
for them. Great care has been taken to prevent friction between the Surrenders 
and the National Scouts who do not pull well together. 

General Remarks —lI find that nearly all the persons employed in camp show 
a lively interest in their work; labour is plentiful, but the tendency is to ask for 
more wages, as now that the country is thrown open to them they seem to have many 
offers of work from the towns and elsewhere. 


I have, &c., 
D. R. H. Featuersrone, Captain, 
Superintendent. 


To the Director of Burgher Camps, 
Pretoria. 





(16) 
SUPERINTENDENT'S Montuty Report.—JvUNE, 1902. 


Sir, Burgher Camp, Vryburg. Vrysura, 
I nave the honour to forward my monthly report on Vryburg Burgher Camp 
for June, 1902. 
Owing to press of work due to repatriation of burghers my monthly report must 
be greatly curtailed. 
The Staff pull together well now, and give me every assistance and willing assist- 
ance. 
Accommodation is sufficient. — 


The General Héalth of camp is satisfactory ; there was a short but violent outbreak 
of enteric at the beginning of the month, but it was quickly stamped out. 

Rations and Supplies—Good, but supplies come in much too slowly from the 
coast. 

Now that repatriation work has commenced and burghers leaving camp take with 
them 31 days’ supplies, it is essential that large reserves be collected at the Head 
Quarters Depot here, so that if supplies are delayed at the port or on the railway line, 
there may be a large stock on hand to fall back on. I have been hitherto existing on 
my weekly supplies. When the necessity of helping refugees on their farms ceases, any 
such surplus stores can always be sold to advantage locally without any difficulty. 

The Water Supply from the wells and spring is sufficient and of good quality. 

_ General Sanitation We started our own conservancy arrangements on 1st 
instant, and find it works admirably, and at, roughly, about halt the cost to Govern- 
ment compared with what we paid to the former contractor. 

School—The attendance has been rather upset by the outgoing of burgh it’s 
their families. 3 ! Peerage orien 

The Attitude of Péople is excellent, and every man capable of taking the oath c? 
allegiance has signified his willingness to do so. About 20 men are still unsworn, but 
further forms have arrived by post this morning only, and all will now be sworn in. 

General Rémarks.—The or ep, of the people is now being carried on and the 
work is proceeding expeditiously and smoothly. Transvaalers and loyalists are being 
considered first. 

T have, &c., 
C. MacDonatp, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, 


The Director, Burgher Camps, Superintendent. 


Pretoria. 
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(17) 
SUPERINTENDENTS Montuiy REporT.—J UNE, 1902. 


Sir, Burgher Camp, Vereeniging, July 1, 1902. 
I HAvE the honour to submit my monthly report for June, 1902, as follows :— 


The health of the camp has been excellent, there being only one death during the 
month, and that being a very old man. At the beginning of the month chicken pox 
broke out in the camp; the patient was removed to the infectious hospital, and the 
family to the Contact Camp; all precautions were taken for preventing the spreading 
of the disease, the result being that only two families were affected, and the disease 
practically stamped out. 

Water Supply—tThe water still remains good and plentiful. 

Rations and Supplies—Supplies have not been coming trom the coast as well as 
could be expected, but according to advices there will be plenty here shortly. 

Gendral Sanitation.—tThe sanitation of the camp is very satisfactory. The people 
well understand the advantages of cleanliness, and try their best to carry out instruc- 
tions. 

Relief Matron’s Work.—There has not been much to do in connection with this 
lady’s work; blankets have been given out to those most in need of same. 

School—tThe school is still well attended, but I am afraid this coming month will 
bring the numbers down considerably. 

Lransport.—Transport has been rather less than in previous months on account 
of all the grass being burnt round the slag a's and the owners having to send their 
cattle quite away from the camp to graze. I have not, however, been short for camp 
work, as the Commandant kindly handed over to me two complete mule teams, with a 
promise of more should I require them. 

Manufactures.—83,000 bricks were made up to the 15th of the month, bringing 
the total up to more than half a million, quite sufficient for the requirements of the 


aaediy work was done in the carpentering line, but the camp is now well off in 
this respect, and there is nothing more required. 

A ttitudd of People-—Now that peace has been declared the people are in a happy 
mood. ‘Those who are able to go home are in good spirits, and the women rejoicing 
at the home-coming of their piicanis 

General Remarks.—On the 2nd of this month news of peace having been declared 
was received in camp. The menire received the news with joy and thankfulness 
that the war was at an end. Surrenders from different towns started coming in, aud 
altogether for the month 55 men have entered the camp. Two families and seven men 
only have left the camp for their farms, as most prefer to remain in camp till later on. 
Of the fe who are living in camp, 30 families, who can shift for themselves and who 
mostly have stock, have applied to go home, and are making preparations for doing so. 

The Coronation festivities passed off most successfully. On Thursday sports were 
started at 11 o’clock, and lasted all day, and those who were able took part. The band 
of the Inniskilling Fusiliers played selections throughout the day, and was a great 
attraction. £25 in money prizes was given to the successful competitors. In the 
evening a concert, given entirely by the school children, was held in the schoolroom, and 
was much appreciated by all who attended, as the children were perfect in their songs 
and drills. On Friday the smRaeries for a picnic at a spot about half a mile away 
from camp on the banks of the Vaal. Everybody enjoyed themselves, and only a few 
people remained in camp. Women were kept busy through the week, baking and 
making cakes, tarts, &c., and there was plenty for everybody. Games and sports were 
held for the children, and toys and sweets given as prizes. the evening a dance was 
held in the store, and the schoolroom was used by those who preferred games. Thus 
ended two of the happiest days everybody in camp had spent for a very long time. 
Everybody has now settled down, and the camp in general is going on satisfactorily, 


IT have &c. 
A. H. Bates, 


Superintendent. 
To the Director of Burgher Camps, 


Pretoria. 


SS A 
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35142 
No, 1514. 


Hic CommissioneER VISCOUNT MILNER to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. 
(Received August 23, 1902.) 


(No. 783.) 


Sir, High Commissioner’s Office, Johannesburg, August 2, 1902. 
Wir reference to my despatch, O.R.C. No. 80 of July 25th,* I have the 
honour to enclose, for your information, a copy of the monthly report for June of 
Port Elizabeth Camp. 
I have, &c., 


MILNER, 
* High Commissioner. 


Enclosure in No. 1514. 


MILITARY SECRETARY TO THE 
Hicu COMMISSIONER, ; 
Johannesburg, The Castle, Cape Town, July 15, 1902. 
Monthly report on the general work of the Refugee Camp at Port Elizabeth 
is forwarded herewith, in accordance with instructions from Army Head Quarters, 
Pretoria, dated 16th November, 1901. 


C. HryMan, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, 
for Major-General, 
Commanding Cape Colony District. 


Boer Exile Camp, Port Elizabeth, June 27, 1902. 
I HAVE the honour to enclose the Medical Officer’s report for the month. 
There have been no deaths and no cases of serious sickness. 
The food supplied to the camp has been good, and I have no complaints either 
as to its quantity or quality. 

Eighteen pairs of boots have been bought from the canteen’s account and given 
away. 
No families have been taken into or have left camp during the month. 

The work done at the school for the past quarter has been good. The school 
has now broken up for the winter holidays. 


I have, &c., 
W. H. FENNER, 
Captain, 
Commanding B.E.C., 
Port Elizabeth. 


SIR, 


Boer Exile Camp, Port Elizabeth, June 27, 1902. 
I certify that there have been eight cases of sickness during month ending 
27th June, viz., one man, three women and four children. 
There has been no death or case of infectious disease. 


A. E. CHAMBERS, 
Civil Surgeon. 





* No, 150. 
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Return of Camp at Port Elizabeth for month of June, 1902. 




















—— No. in Camp a Aig Deaths, Births. manasa A sted 

Men ... sud oe oe 99 ous 
Women ad wt inte a en 1 Nil Nil Nil. 
Children... Rie ‘il 187 1 . 

Total... a Sa 266 | 2 — — _— 
Men ... ae dee oss —) 
Women ae ak di gp Nil Nil Nil © 
Children... ite hes 2 


Total... cad ae 2 come Sis 








W. H. Fenner, 
| Captain, 
Commanding B.E.C., 
' Port Elizabeth. 
Port Elizabeth, June 27, 1902. 








36297 
No. 152. 
Governor Sim H. E. McCALLUM to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. 
(Received September 1, 1902.) 
[Copy to War Office, October 14, 1902. L.F.] 
(No. 217.) 
Sr, Government House, Pietermaritzburg, Natal, August 5, 1902. 


I nave the honour to inform you that up to date 10,746 persons have been 
despatched from the Burgher Camps, Natal, under the repatriation arrangements, 
leaving 15,782 still to be dealt with. 

2. The above number includes 2,927 from the Pinetown Camp, which has been 
closed, the inmates having been transferred to a depot at Pietersburg, from which 
district they were originally sent to me by the ee ee 

ve, &c., 
HENRY McCALLUM. 





36298 
No. 153. 
GoverRNor Sir H. E. McCALLUM to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. 
3 (Received September 1, 1902.) 
[Copy to War Office, October 14,1902. L.F.] 
(No. 218.) 
Sir, Government House, Pietermaritzburg, Natal, August 7, 1902. 


I wave the honour to forward herewith copy of report by Sir Thomas Murray 
on the Natal Concentration Camps for the month of July. 
I have, &c., 
HENRY McCALLUM. 





Enclosure in No. 153. 
GENERAL SUPERINTENDENT OF BurcHer Camps, Natal, to Governor. 
Monthly Report, July, 1902. 

Your EXceELLency, Timber Street, Pietermaritzburg, August 6, 1902. 

Tue principal work of the month has been the despatch of 8,500 of the inmates 
of our ge to places in this and adjoining Colonies. Each application has to be sent 
in to the Superintendent, forwarded here, and enquiries made at the other end; this 
has caused a very large amount of correspondence. All that have been sent away 
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have been in carriages, and their belongings with them in trucks. Some trouble has 
been caused by those stating they were able to provide for themselves failing to do 
so upon their arrival at their destination. Repatriation Committees are now at work 
and applications are referred to them. Probably many who could have provided 
for themselves are only too ready to take all the assistance they can get. 
The repatriation of the Vryheid and Utrecht people having been undertaken by 
you, I have ceased corresponding with the Transvaal authorities regarding them. 
Fifty tents and an “hour in charge have been sent to Nqutu Road, a new station 
just opened north of the Buffalo River, to receive and shelter those being sent to 
ryheid and Utrecht districts while waiting for the transport wagons to proceed on 
their A geet thirty days’ rations are also now issued. 
he Pietersburg people have nearly all left Pinetown Camp, the balance of about 
700 leave shortly. . = aes 
Mooi River Camp has been closed, and the buildings and water pipes sold by 
auction, realizing about £500, nearly half of the original cost, which, considering we 
could expect no return for draining, laying pipes, &c., is satisfactory. The equipment 
is being returned to stores. 
I have written to Eshowe with a view to selling what equipment we have there. 
I am pleased to be able to record only 31 deaths in all our Camps for the month. 
This is the best we have had. | 
Finance.—I put up a complete statement of expenditure 








from the time I took charge up to the 30th June... ... £289,574 12 5 
The expenditure for July was:— 
Buildings and equipment 9 ... £2,096 2.11 
All other charges ee iF ... 30,394 4 6 
sa | —_—_————.._ 32,490 7 5 
up to 31st July, 1902... a 3 a bee ... £322,064 19 10 
: | 
His Excellency 


The Governor of Natal. 





CoMPLETE RetuRN of EXPENDITURE. 
On Account 
Natal Burgher Camps. 






























soa comcast | Ee Manin. | a 
1901. SE Ea Be teed. £ s.d. 
Getober 93,589 15 5 9,997 4 5 | 33,586 19 10 
November ... 8,410 3 3 10,457 17-7. 18,868 0 10 
December ... 7,925 19 6 4,817 12 4 12,743 11 10 
1902. : 
January 15,151 4 7 15,907 14 1 31,058 18 8 
February ... 18,310 17 7 16,237 16 11 34,548 14 6 
March 22,346 8 10 22.761 5 9 45,107 14 7 © 
April 9,641 11 9 25,049 9 11 34,691 1 8 
ear. “12,165 13 0 27,625 17 6 39,791 10 6 
June 8,263 2 6 30.914 17 6 39,178 0 0 
163,769 16 0 | 289,574 12 5 





Pietermaritzburg Natal. 
August 1, 1902. 
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Camps.—The total number in all camps on the 31st ultimo was 17,002, as 
follows :— 





Ladysmith ha oh ey i a 778 
Howick are ae if ne = powhrcn hate 
Maritzburg ne ‘33 Pus ay ... 2,852 
Pinetown ... ra om jad a a 779 
Jacobs Fa rg jis ve ae sey ke ee 
Wentworth ee a a is st. 1,602 
Merebank mc) ies o* wy, iia 10 D1 

Ao es ... 17,002 





Health—All camps have been very healthy, and only 31 deaths are recorded 
for the month, which we commenced with 25,500 people. They were as under :— 


Ladysmith.—Under five, 1. 

Howick.—Nil. 

Maritzburg—Woman, 1. Under twelve, 2. Under five, 2. 
Pinetown.—Man, 1. Woman, 1. 

Jacobs—Woman, 1. Under five, 1. Under one, 1. 
Wentworth—Men, 2. Women, 2. Under five, 2. 


Merebank.—Men, 2. Women,2. Under twelve, 3. Under five, 5. Under 
one, 2. 


Total, 31. 
Sanitation —Has received the usual attention. 


Washing—A plentiful supply of water is laid on to all camps, and there is no 
possible chance of pollution. Though our water bill is heavy it has kept our camps not 
only healthy but comfortable. The washing conveniences and bathrooms have always 
“om much appreciated, and many will wish they had them when they return to their 

arms. 


Education —The mid-winter holidays occupied the greater part of the month, 
and many families have left and are leaving the camps. The attendance has conse- 
quently fallen to 2,759 from 5,289. In the northern camps Mr. J. T. Naylor has been 
very successful with his Lantern lectures. 


I heard it said that the people much appreciated the education their people have 
received in the camps. ' 

Religion —This has been conducted as usual. Several Dutch Ministers are now 
leaving for the other Colonies. 

Clothing —This has been in the hands of the Committees in each camp. 

Food, Fuel, and Stores—These are well supplied, and no alteration has been 
necessary. Potatoes have been scarce, but we managed to obtain what were required. 

Transport.—This has caused some trouble on account of the time of year, but we 
have kept it going. 

Employment.—Many who were working have returned to the camps, preparing 
for their departure. Our camp staffs have been upset through this also. 


Conduct.—There have been no complaints. 


General —The be are naturally anxious to return to their homes and resume 
farming. A few have left to remain in this Colony. 
. I have, &c., 
Tos. K. Murray, 
General Superintendent of Burgher Camps. 








Camp. | Men. Women. Children. Total. 





S61 2,063 








Springfontein ... 359. «| 843 | 
Vivdeldlt Bowdos) e ias & 6 | een | 256 645 
Winburg... 460 737 | 1,028 2,245 
Orange River 216 | 445 | 449 1,110 
East London | 280 | 5d3 | 560 1,393 
Uitenhage | ye 610 | 621 1,474 
Kubusie ... | <a be 347 628 
OME. 0 aie RO | 6001 | 12,086 12,627 30,774 





2. Death Rate. 


I regret to report a slight increase of deaths over last month, the totals being 57, 
as compared with 40 last month. The total inmates being less, the death rate is pro- 
portionately much higher than last month. ; 

The principal causes of death have ‘been from Pneumonia and allied complaints, 
which, at this time of the year are very prevalent. Bronchial Diseases are put down 
to dust storms and cold winds and severe cold at nights after hot days. certain 
number of deaths is due to sickness amongst refugees who have found their way 
to camp since the declaration of Peace ; these have been chiefly in the Northern Camps. 

Enteric has only accounted for four deaths. 

Statistics showing distribution of inmates, deaths, and rate per mille per 
annum will be found as under. 


DEATH STATISTICS. 





July, 1902. 
Cann | sau, | mame | ca 
Pe ae en a a ee ee i SES 3,842 2 62 
Bloemfontein ... ‘i ai a Kee 4,663 7 180 
Brandfort Sete ti by oa tit freed PT ee i St 3,372 6 21:3 
Bethulie is ee ie vin Me 2,308 2 10-4 
Heilbron ues $4 Ke “aa dae 1,832 9 53°9 
Kroonstad owe “ve ove ve aes 3,065 7 274 
Kimberley bse fe te “fe fas 2,600 Hy) 23°1 
Norvals Pont... be sa ‘ae ine 2,629 11 502 
Springfontein ... “ie vie oy ve 2,303 Nil 00°0 
Vredefort Road... Hs m aa ry: 703° 1 170 
Winburg vad es 08 sa Sein 2,324 2 10°3 
Orange River ... Ay a. bw iste 1,276 Nil 00°0 
East London... ie ee ihe * 1,772 1 68 
Uitenhage aes os iit ea a 1,666 5 21°6 
Kubusie ... ose he bas oe suc 793 1 151 


Lr” ep capitate “| 35,148 | 57 
| 





Average death rate 19.46. 
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Total average per mille per annum 19.46. 
There were 38 births during the month, of which none died. 


There were 17 marriages during the month. 
Vital statistics* worked out minutely by Dr. Pratt Yule, Medical Officer of Health, 
meng River Colony, will be found attached. 
table* showing weekly number of sick in hospitals, and deaths among same, 
will be found attached. 


3. Sanitation. 


Nearly all camps are doing their own sanitation work, and it is in all cases satis- 
factory, and considerable reduction in the expenditure is thereby made. 


4. The General State of Health. 


The general state of health in camps is, on the whole, satisfactory, but owing to 
the cold winds and dust storms there have been cases of pneumonia, bronchitis and 


influenza. 
5. Financial. 


The nett expenditure during the month was £77,278 19s. 7d. making the total 
expenditure to 31st July, 1902, £1,166,274 11s. 9d. 
The average numbers in camp during July were 35,180, at an average daily cost 


per person of Is. 5d. be 
e cost of clothing given free to destitute refugees, and for hospital use has been 


£1,997 18s. 5d., and hospital comforts bought during the month have cost £2,334 
19s. 3d. 


6. Fuel and Transport. 


Fud.—I regret still to pt great defects in the wood supply of the camps. 
Some camps are very badly off for this article although every effort has been made 
to rectify matters. 

I have issued instructions to Superintendents to use more coal and reduce expendi- 
ture in wood. Our own transport has been sent to Doorn River, where I have made 
arrangements to have a regular supply of wood. 

ransport.—We have purchased a large number of horses, mules, &c., for our own 
use from the remounts. ese are well looked after, and I hope to secure their cost 
by their sale later on, when the camps are closed. This purchase enables me to 
gradually close the contract for animals from Contractor. 


7. Clothing. 


Ample and satisfactory, and has been distributed in a systematic manner. 


8. Supplies. 


The supplies on the whole have been good with the exception of the meat, which 
has been unsatisfactory in some of the camps. I hope to have this remedied. 


9. Education. 


The number of children attending the camp schools at the end of July was 8,166. 
At the end of May the numbers in attendance were 12,066. Accordingly, in two 
months there has been a decrease of 3,900. To a very great extent this decrease 
is accounted for by the return of some of the families to their farms. It cannot, how- 
ever, be completely accounted for by this single cause. 

Mr. Brinsley White, the Inspector for Aliwal North Camp, considers the fol- 
lowing to be the chief subsidiary causes :— 

1. Unrest port peas and children due to the expectation of a speedy return 
to their farms. Logi , he says, the prospect of leaving camp at an early date should 
lead to an increased attendance, but as a matter of fact it is hard to instil this view 


into the minds of the parents: 





* Not printed. 
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2. The difficulty of securing the attendance of children who have been transferred 
from one camp to another. As a rule the children nian this change as a stepping 
stone to their return, as in fact it is, and consequently they are not easily drafted into 
the school of the new camp. . 

Our Inspectors have been giving much attention during the last few weeks to 
hein this state of matters. 

1. The books kindly sent out by the children of the Empire have been used as 
prizes for good attendance. 

2. Five school corporals have been appointed in different camps to visit the 
parents and to impress upon them the advantages of allowing their children to attend, 
even to the very last day in camp. 

ler the end of the month the state of matters had been considerably im- 

roved. 
r I fear, however, we cannot hope for the same regular attendance and interest 
in the school work that was such a pleasant feature of school life during the months 
of March, April, and May. 


10. General. 


Coronation Sports, postponed from last month, were held in many of the camps, 
and were much appreciated by the inmates. The Sports were well contested, and the 
greatest enthusiasm prevailed. The children were in all cases well looked after, and 
will have reason to remember the day and its associations. 

There has been a general diminution in the work of the Technical Classes and 
Schools, owing to the exodus of camp inmates. 

The ‘burial grounds in camps are being planted up with trees, and all graves not 
already registered are being ig. ee and numbered. A circular has been issued 
to this effect, and I hope that there will be no difficulty in identifying graves in the 
future. Each grave is numbered and carefully looked after, and will be handed over 
to the Town Authorities when the camps are closed. | 

I would a that passes be strictly issued to all people going into and out of the 
camps. P The relaxation of this rule has given rise to irregularities which I have already 
reported. 

I am reducing the nursing staff and hope to send the first batch of 17 nurses 
to England shortly. 

hese will be followed by others, as we feel our way. 

Every effort :s being made to make the men in camp go out to work for their 
living. We have supplied to the Repatriation Board a number of leaders and drivers 
for their wagons; sae also are inducing men, with their families too, to go out te the 
Relief Works at Kroonstad,and later on at Bethulie. At Kroonstad I hope that 
100 men, with their families, or 500 in all, will soon leave for the Relief Works there. 
Superintendents are informed that they are to see that no men remain in camp who 
are, in their opinion, capable of earning a livelihood at this work. The men working 
at these Relief Works are sent with their families, and are allowed a month’s rations, 
and tents, as required. 

Superintendents are informed that they can allow refugees to buy a certain 
amount of wood and iron, and other articles, such as beds, bedsteads, tools, &c., from 
os camps at reasonable prices, so as to enable them to build their houses and settle 

ere. ; 

The Railway Authorities are also asking for a certain number of boys to be 
taught as apprentices at their work shops. I have hopes that we may be able to 
supply a certain number for this useful purpose, but the general consensus of opinion 
is that although they recognise the usefulness of the project, they would like to keep 
their boys for work at their farms till they are settled down a bit. 


I have, &c., 
James S. WILKINS, 
Col. L.M.S., 


C:S.R.C. 
To His Excellency 


The Governor, 
Johannesburg. 
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38459 
No, 155. 


Hicu Commissioner VISCOUNT MILNER to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. 
(Received September 15, 1902.) 
[Copy to War Office, September 25,1902. LF.) 
(No. 900.) 


High Commissioner’s Office, Johannesburg, 
Sir, August 25, 1902. 

I Have the honour to enclose, for your information, a copy of the Monthly 
Report for July on the Boer Concentration Camps in Natal. 


T have, &c., 
MILNER, 
High Commissioner. 


Enclosure in No. 155, 
GoveRNoR, Natal, to Hico Commissioner. 


(Natal. No. 285.) 


My Lorp, Government House, Pietermaritzburg, August 7, 1902. 
I wave the honour to forward herewith copy of report by Sir Thomas Murray 
on the Natal Concentration Camps for the month of July. 


I have, &c., 
HENRY McCatium. 


His Excellency 
The High Commissioner for South Africa, 
“ie &e., &C., 
Johannesburg. 


General Superintendent of Burgher Camps, Natal, 
Timber Street, Pietermaritzburg, August 6, 1902. 


Monthly Report, July, 1902. 
Your EXxce.iency, 

Tue principal work of the month has been the despatch of 8,500 of the inmates 
of our camps to places in this and adjoining Colonies. Each application has to be sent 
in to the Superintendent, forwarded here, and enquiries made at the other end: this 
has caused a very large amount of correspondence. All that have been sent away 
have been in carriages, and their belongings with them in trucks. ; 

Some trouble has been caused by those stating they were able to provide for them- 
selves failing to do so upon their arrival at their destination. Repatriation Committeas 
are now at work, and applications are referred to them. Probably many who could 
have provided for themselves are only too ready to take ali the assistance they can 

et. 
. The Repatriation of the Vryheid and Utrecht people having been undertaken by 
you I have ceased ee rag with the Transvaal authorities regarding them. 

Fifty tents and an officer in charge have been sent to Nqutu Road, a new station 
just opened north of the Buffalo River, to receive and shelter those being sent to Vry- 

eid and Utrecht Districts while waiting for the transport waggons to proceed on their 
journey. Thirty days’ rations are also now issued. 

The Pietersburg people have nearly all left Pinetown Camp, the balance, of about 
700, leave shortly. , | 

Mooi River Camp has been closed, and the buildings and water pipes sold by 
auction, realising about £500, nearly half of the original cost, which, considering we 
could expect no return for draining, laying pipes, &c., is satisfactory. 

The equipment is being returned to stores. 

T have written to Eshowe with a view to selling what equipment we have there. 

I am pleased to be able to record only 31 deaths in all our camps for the month. 
This is the best we have had. 
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Finance. 




































I Pa up a complete statement of expenditure from the time I took charge to 
the 30th June M i. St. b. A ... £289,574 12 5 
The expenditure for July was :— 
Buildings and equipment... re ... £2,096 2 11 
All other charges ox os ... 380,394 4 6 
—_————. £32,490 7 5 
up to 31st July, 1902 sp — ee a a ... £322,064 19 10 
Complete RetuRNS OF EXPENDITURE. 
On Account. 
Natal Burgher Camps. 
Month ee ol 
1901. ee el wo Se Lh. G 
October 23,589 15 5 9,997 4 5 33,586 19 10 
November ... 8,410 3 3 10,457 17 7 18,868 0 10 
Deeember ... 7,925 19 6 4,817 12 4 12,743 11 10 
1902. 
January 15,151 4 7 15,907 14 1 31,058 18 8 
February ... 18,310 17 7 16,237 16 11 34,548 14 6 
March 22,346 8 LO 22,761 ° 45,107 14 7 
April 9,641 11 9 25,049 34,691 1 8 
May... 12,165 13 O 27,625 17 6 39,791 10 6 
June 8,263 2 6 30,914 39,178 0 0 





| 195.804 16 5 


General Superintendent of Burgher Camps. 
Pietermaritzburg, Natal, 


August 1, 1902. Accountant. 
Camps. 

The total number in all camps on the 31st ultimo was 17,002, as follows :— 
Ladysmith a 3 As os wh 778 
Howick Mt MY) sh: i Ls, ee DE TTO 
Maritzburg ant al ap nds 2. 2,002 
Pinetown as So. Lk zit $2 779 
Jacobs pin as es z a ve «600 
Wentworth iy. bai Aya ee Fe dole) Wg V- 
Merebank ix as MT bs on EBT 





Total (° ¥7,002 
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Health. 


_ All camps have been healthy, and only 31 deaths are recorded for the month, 
which we commenced with 25,500 people. They were as under:— 


Ladysmith.—Under five, 1 1 
Howick.—Nil ‘on wis re a Ses ms 0 
Maritzburg—Woman, 1; under twelve, 2; under five, 2 5 
Pinetown.—Man, 1; woman, 1 rm ks 2 
Jacobs.—Woman, 1; under five, 1; under one, 1 3 
Wentworth.—Men, 2; women, 2; under five, 2 Ae ate 
Merebank.—Men, 2; women, 2; under twelve, 3; under five, 
5; under one, 2 a sea ak mie ae nt 
Total xe BL 
Sanitation 
Has received the usual attention. 
Washing. 


A plentiful supply of water is laid on to all camps, and there is no possible chance 
of pollution. Though our water bill is heavy, it has kept our camps not only health 
but comfortable. The washing conveniences and bathrooms have always been muc 
appreciated, and many will wish they had them when they return to their farms. 


Education. 


The mid-winter holidays occupied the greater part of the month, and many 
families have left, and are leaving, the camps. The attendance has consequently 
fallen to 2,759, from 5,239. In the Northern Camps, Mr. J. T. Naylor has been very 
successful with his lantern lectures. I heard it said that the people much appreciated 
the education their people have received in the camps. 


Religion. 


This has been conducted as usual. Several Dutch Ministers are now leaving for 
the other Colonies. 


Clothing. 
This has been in the hands of the Committees in each camp. 


Food, Fuel, and Stores. 
These are well supplied, and no alteration has been necessary. Potatoes have 
been scarce, but we managed to obtain what we required. 
Transport. 


This has caused some trouble on account of the time of year, but we have kept 
it going. 
Employment. 


Many who were working have returned to the camps, preparing for their depart- 
ure. Our camp stafis have been upset through this also. 


Conduct. 
There have been no complaints. 
General. 


The people are naturally anxious to return to their homes and resume farming. 
A few have left to remain in this Colony. ee 
ave, &c., 


Tuos. K. Murray, 
General Superintendent of Burgher Camps. 
To His Excellency 
The Governor of Natal. 
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39306 
No. 156. 


Governor Str H. E. McCALLUM to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. 


(Received September 22, 1902.) 
(No. 230.) 


Sire, Government House, Pietermaritzburg, Natal, August 25, 1902. 

I HAVE the honour to forward, for your information, copy of correspondence 
with General Superintendent, Burgher Camps, relative to the repatriation of the 
Utrecht and Vryheid districts. 

T have, &c., 


HENRY McCALLUM. 


Enclosure 1 in No. 156. 


GOVERNOR to GENERAL SUPERINTENDENT, Burgher Camps. 


(G. 930/02.) 
MINUTE. 


Referring to our conversation on telephone, I want to get our Utrecht and 
he eee people back as soon as possible. I am endeavouring to get loan of 
military transport, and Acting Prime Minister has peleetupiied to Magistrate, 
Vryheid, authorizing hire of additional transport. 


2. Families on returning can be given 30 days’ rations, but a note should be 
given to each that any further supplies indented for will be at their cost and be 
recoverable as provided for in clause 10 of terms of agreement. 


3. ‘IT want a field camp for these people started on the far side of the Buffalo, 
so that they can be drafted back to their farms as soon as transport comes in. The 
numbers in the camp to be commensurate with amount of transport—say, accom- 
modatien for two batches. Can we procure tents for this ‘ 


4. The Chief Engineer, Public Works Department, has been detailed by Acting 
Prime Minister to look after organization of transport generally for the Govern- 
ment are anxious to get all owr people back before ploughing begins. 


5. You should have a good man at the Buffalo (? De Jager’s drift) to keep you 
advised by wire about transport and movements. 
H. McCarium. 


July 28, 1902. 


Enclosure 2 in No. 156. 
GENERAL SUPERINTENDENT, Burgher Camps, to GOVERNOR. 


MINUTE. 


Your EXCELLENCY, 

I at once sent one of the Assistant Superintendents from Howick, and 
obtained 50 bell tents from the Ordnance Department, and the camp was pitched 
near the station. All that have gone forward have received 30 days’ rations, and 
remained in the tents till ready to proceed. My latest report this morning states 
that he had only two families on hand, and they expected to leave next day. About 
500 people have passed through the camp. More are going forward. 


Tos. K. Murray, 


General Superintendent, Burgher Camps. 
August 21, 1902. 
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39442 
No. 157. 


Governor VISCOUNT MILNER to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. 
(Received September 22, 1902.) 


(Transvaal. No. 437.) 


Sir, High Commissioner’s Office, Johannesburg, September 1, 1902. 
Wiru reference to my despatch, No. 346, of the 2nd of August,* I have the 

honour to enclose, for your information, a copy of the monthly report for July on 

Transvaal Burgher Camps, on the subject of repatriation of Boer families in Transvaal 


and Natal. 
T have, &c., 
MILNER, 
Governor. 





Enclosure in No. 157. 


From the Director or Burcuer Camps, Pretoria, to His Excellency the 
Hicu Commissioner, Johannesburg. 


Burgher Camps Department, New Law Courts, 
My Lorp, Pretoria, August 22, 1902. 

I nave the honour to submit herewith the general report on the Burgher Camps 
in the Transvaal for the month of July. The reports of oe Assistants,* and 
of Superintendents and Medical Officers of Campsfare also forwarded herewith, and 
the usual statistical returns are attached. 

Despite the admission into the camps of large numbers of semi-destitute people, 
the death rate and sickness still keep very low. The former for the month was 23.04 

er mille per annum of the average population, and the actual number of deaths was 
6. There was no epidemic disease, and enteric fever has been practically stamped out. 
The figures for the last three months for this disease are remarkable. With an average 
agence of some 40,000 people, there were six deaths in May, three in June, and 
ve in July from this cause. 

During the past month, and pense the completion of arrangements by the 
Repatriation Department, the work of rationing and providing shelter for people 
departing for their farms has been carried on by this Department. Within the last 
two months, that is, since the declaration of peace, very large numbers of people have 
been dealt with. The figures given below will indicate what has been done :— 

A. Number of persons belonging to the Burgher Camps who have been 

rationed for one month, supplied with a tent, and sent to their 


homes ati xe ad wa la do bad ... 15,844 
B. Number of surrendering burghers, and persons not connected with 
the Burgher Camps, who have been rationed for one month and 

sent to their homes ... Sf rah tm De es hy 8,599 
C. Number of destitute people who have applied to the Camps for 
assistance, or have been sent in by Resident Magistrates and 
others, and who have been temporarily taken in and rationed in 

the Camps _.... the iui bes Pe ‘V3 i .. 3,690 
D. Number of similar people who have been temporarily rationed 

outside the Camps ... £3 aes al a = se | 9,222 

E. Number of prisoners of war received into Camps ... sai ial 821 
F. Number of people brought up from Natal and received into the 

Camps (including 2,128 from Pinetown) ... a3 33 .» 4,206 
Number of transfers from one Camp to another (7.e., to the Camp 

of the district in which their homes are situated) ... hin ie. ee 


It will be observed that the people included in C. and D. (and to a certain 
extent in B.) were not directly connected with the Burgher Camps. They included, 
in addition to surrendering burghers, considerable numbers of more or less destitute 





® No. 151. —— ee eam + Not printed. 
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persons, temporary residents of towns, people who had been following commandoes, 
people sent in by Resident Magistrates and others, and also large numbers of people 
who, having exhausted their first month’s rations, were now compelled to return for a 
further supply from the camps, pending the opening of the Repatriation Depots. 
Separate records have been kept of the last class. 


The population of the camps, as shown by the census, was, on the 3lst May, 44,969, 
and on 31st July, 37,903 souls. This is at first sight by no means a large decrease in 
the population, but the figures require same explanation. As will be seen from the 
table, 15,344 bond fide residents of the camps were rationed for a month, provided 
with a tent, and allowed to leave for their homes if they desired to do so, and this 
would have reduced the normal population to 29,625. But during the same period 
821 prisoners of war were received, 4,206 people brought up from nner, in Natal, and 
these raised the total to 34,652. Far more important, however, was the large number 
of surrendering burghers who entered and remained in the camps. In addition to these 
classes, there was a considerable floating and more or less indigent population, sent in 
by Resident Magistrates and others, or who came in on their own initiative. Such 
var will be presently dealt with by the Repatriation Department, but for the time 

mate he is necessary, to avoid overcrowding of the towns, for this Department to deal 
wit em. 


It will be seen, therefore, that the census figures, as they stand, do not yield 
accurate data as to the amount of repatriation work which has been performed by 
this Department. The actual fact is that 15,344 of the true Burgher Camp population 
have been assisted to their homes, and that 8,599 of the outsice population, including 
large numbers of surrendering burghers, have been similarly helped. The total of the 
two classes A. and B. is 23,943, and these represent in a general way the burghers who 
possessed a certain amount of transport and money, were keenly desirous of returning 
to their farms, and who only required shelter and a month’s rations to make a start. 


These the Burgher Camps Department has supplied, and thereby removed what might 
have been a serious grievance. 


_ Briefly, it will be seen that substantial progress has been made in reducing the 
original population of the Burgher Camps, but that this reduction has been largely 
counterbalanced by the reception of considerable numbers of surrendering burghers, 
prisoners of war, and people from Natal, and also by the arrival of a large floating 
population, which had to be dealt with by some agency, and which has Buen tem- 

rarily received and accommodated in the camps, pending arrangements being made 

y the Repatriation Department for their future disposal. 


These statistics indicate the amount of extra and responsible work which has 
fallen upon this Department, and I commend to Your Excellency’s notice the efficient 
and loyal way in which the officials generally have coped with the emergency. 


Sanitary measures were carefully attended to, though it was found necessary, in 


pred of the rapid fluctuations of population, to temporarily abolish the Observation 
amps. 


The usual list of promotions, transfers, resignations, &c., is attached. 


‘It is with deep regret that I have to report the death of Nursing Sister H. A. 
Cruickshank, who died at her post in Irene from acute pneumonia. Sister Cruickshank 
was one of our most devoted and skilful nurses, and her amiable character had endeared 
her to all who came in contact with her. She was buried with full milita honours 
in Pretoria, the whole camp staff and her Dutch probationers attending her funeral. 


I have also with deep regret to report the death of Dr. Lilienfeldt, one of our 
oldest medical officers, who went on sick Nad on 13th May, and died in Johannesburg. 
Dr. Lilienfeldt was a kindly, capable, and conscientious officer, and his loss will be 
greatly felt. 

T have, &c., 


Samvuet J. Toomson, C.1.E., D.P.H. (Camb.), 
Lieutenant-Colonel, 
Imperial Military Secretary, 3 
Director of Burgher Camps. 
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SUPERINTENDENTS’ MONTHLY REPORTS FOR JULY. 


PAGE. 
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ScHEDULE OF SuB-ENCLOSURES. 


(1.) Statistical Returns.* 

.) Synopsis of Death Returns.* 

(3.) Circulars* Nos. F. 14, 4,867, 179, 180, 191, 182, 4,907, 4,953, 183, 184, 
F. 15, 185, 186, F. 16, 5,074, 187, 188, 189, 5,739, 5,773, 4,782, 
4,783, 190, 5,787, 192, 5,857, 5,853, 195, 196, 197. 

(4.) Reports.—Inspector Mr. C. E. W. Sands.* 

(5.) Camp Reports and Returns by Superintendents. 


(1) 
SUPERINTENDENT'S Montoty Rerort.—July, 1902. 


SIR, Barberton Burgher Camp. 
I wave the honour to submit my report for the month ending 31st July, 1902. 

General Health of the Camp is highly satisfactory, as will be seen from Medical 
Officer’s Report, herewith. 

Rations and Supplies —The foodstuffs are of excellent reat and giving every 
satisfaction; our reserve on hand and the supplies on the road should meet all require- 
ments. 

Watér ee had no rains to speak of for some time, the supply during 
the month has been regulated by the town authorities, to certain hours; very little 
inconvenience, however, has been caused. 


General Sanitation—The camp is thoroughly clean, and ey er and careful 
attention has been paid to this very essential work, a portion of which is done by the 
town Sanitary Department. As the numbers in camp have decreased, [ have ob- 
tained a small reduction in the monthly amount payable to that department, and hope 
to get it further reduced at an early date. 

Relief Matron’s Work—This lady has been actively employed attending to the 
wants of the inmates, all of whom were visited in turn and frequently. Those amongst 
them really requiring assistance have been supplied with the necessary clothing, 
blankets, &c. The following articles were given them during the month :— 

142 pairs slippers and boots. 
200 blankets. 
36 jackets. 
750 yards calico. 
150 pairs stockings. 
30 dresses. 
50 shirts. 
370 yards print. | | 
48 men’s pants and vests, and a quantity of knitting wool, pins, nee- 
dles, &c., &c., besides clothing of all kinds. 


* Not printed. + Reports only printed. 
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Camp Matron.—Sister Hannah with her probationers have likewise done gooc 
work, visiting all daily. When considered necessary she either sends the patients to 
hospital, or has medicine prescribed for them by the Medical Officer. 


School——During the first two weeks in July the school has been closed ‘or the 
winter holidays, the Headmaster and Staff meanwhile attending the Teacher’s Con- 
ference at Johannesburg. On re-opening school it was pleasing to note that only a 
very small percentage were absent, and that the children seemed ready and eager for 
work. The average attendance has been good, and the parents have evinced greater 
interest in the progress of their children. I am pleased to state that several of the 
adults have.expressed a desire to form a class for the purpose of getting a better 
knowledge of English, and that arrangements have been made for this. The work in 
school has been very satisfactory, and the organised games greatly welcomed and 
eagerly looked forward to. 


Police —There are six in all (night and day) the camp being very orderly. 
Attitude of People.—They all appear very contented. 


General Remarks—In my last report, I mentioned that the absence of the bell 
tents that had been struck to give to the occupants when leaving for their homes had 
left big gaps in the lines. This has now been obviated by the few remaining tents 
being akeo down, and the camp made up entirely of marquees. All of these are 
pitched in regular order with space sufficient for transverse roads throughout, and the 
camp now looks once more uniform. This has entailed a lot of work. The tents taken 
down are parcelled up ready to give to the families who may be leaving. Since peace 
was proclaimed the Burghers have shown no eagerness to work even at increased pay. 
Several packages of free gifts for distribution have arrived and been given out. Most. 
of the Burghers, with one or two exceptions only, have taken the Oath of Allegiance, 
which IT have administed to them in my capacity as Special Commissioner. Mr. 
Inspector Sands, who arrived on the 30th July, made an inspection of the camp and 
hospital. I hope that, owing to the large number of inmates who have left, or are 
leaving, the expenditure will now show a corresponding decrease, consistent with 
effective administration. 

T have, &c., 
B. GRAUMANN, . 


Superintendent. 
To the Director of Burgher Camps, 


Pretoria. 


(2) 
SUPERINTENDENT'S MonTHLY ReEeportT.—JULy, 1902. 


Sir, Balmoral Burgher Camp, August 2, 1902. 
I HAVE the honour to submit the following report with regard to the work carried 
out during the month of July, 1902, at this camp. 


Staff—Myr. Stewart has taken Mr. Sutton’s place as Assistant Superintendent. 
This is the only change in the staff during the month. 


General Health of Camp.—This continues to be good. 


School.—I a Si to have to report that owing to so many people having left the 
camp, the school has been greatly reduced in numbers. There are only about 160 
children on the attendance roll. 


I have, &c., 
A. Ross GARNER, Captain, 
Superintendent, 
To the Director of Burgher Camps, 
Pretoria. 
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SUPERINTENDENT'S Montuaiy Report.—J vty, 1902. 


Sr, Burgher Camp, Belfast, August 4, 1902. 
I HAvp the honour to submit the following report for the month of July, 1902. 


Staff—The following additions have been made to the Camp Staff during the 
month, on the approval of the Director. 
Mr. Blan , Clerk. 
Mr. Featherstone, Clerk. 
Mr. McBride, Assistant Storekeeper. | 


Resignations —Sister Ruth Domelo, Nursing Sister of the Hospital, which took 
effect on the 31st. 

Accommodation.—Hospital—The Hospital has now been removed from the build- 
ings previously occupied, and placed in marquees and tents. The accommodation is 
for 45 beds, but of these only 11 are occupied. 

Tent Accommodation.—Owing to the exodus of families to their homes we have 60 
tents available for occupation. , 

General Health of the Camp—As will be seen from the Senior Medical Officer's 
report attached, the health of the camp continues very satisfactory. The total number 
of patients treated in the Hospital was 44, and of these 27 were discharged well. 


Deaths.—There are seven deaths to record, as follows :— 
In Hospital ... 
In Camp 


Total ... 


Bice 


Rations and Supplies—The rations maintain their excellent quality, and give 
every satisfaction. 


_ The supplies have been somewhat taxed of late, owing to those who had been sent 
to their farms the month previous returning for a further supply. These latter should 
have been taken over by the Repatriation Department, but, as their supplies are not 
forward, we have to undertake the supply, which has been a heavy drain on our 
resources. 


Supply—Water is obtained from the same source as previously reported, and 
shows no sign of giving out, and is proving sufficient for our wants. 


_ Sanitation —Most of the natives who have been engaged on this work have given 
notice that they intend to return to their kraals, and I find some difficulty in getting 
others to replace them, but up to the present we are able to cope with the work, 
and I am hoping to secure some from the Native Locations. 


_ Relief Matron’s Work.—Owing to the fluctuation of the population and the ex- 
citement attending the preparation of the families going to their homes, the work of 
distribution of clothes has become very difficult, and devolves almost entirely upon the 
se eoptee ; it is Te ee to get anyone to take an interest in a Committee 
of Distribution, as they state they are only here now for a few days and d f 
inclined to take up any fresh mee i ei ie 


Miss Strickland is very energetic, and does her work thoroughly, satisfying herself 
of the need of the recipient before distributing the gifts RO my rsdn ie 


Camp Matron.—The Camp Matron and her staff continue their good work, and 
although there is very little soenegs in the camp, the system of visiting the tohith 


daily is persisted in, as also the periodical “ turning out” of the te 
dally 18 Paeeten iain peri g of the tents and a thorough 


The soup kitchen seems to grow in favour, over 5,000 pints were distributed during 
the month. 


_ School—The attendance at school has not been up to the average; a great 
children have returned to their homes with their saree and pak ters eee 
pete to leave. Under existing circumstances the school average is sure to suffer, 


t every inducement is put forward to encourage the childr : 
only for a short period. POST Sinan ildren to attend school, if 


BELFAST. 


BELFAST. 


HBEIDEL- 
BERG. 
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The staff work very energetically, and have gained the confidence of the scholars 
and parents. 


Church—tThe church services have been held as usual, under the presidency of 
the pastor, Rev. A. G. Du Toit. 


Police.—The police perform their duties in a very satisfactory manner; they are 
able to maintain order idl discipline, which is necessary for the good government of the 
camp. 
The South African Constabulary have established a post in the vicinity of the camp, 
and this has had a decided moral effect upon the people, although they do not interfere 
in any way with the camp. 

Attitude of the People—The attitude of the people is all that can be desired ; they 
are all anxiety to settle down as good citizens. I hear of no friction amongst them, 
and certainly none towards the new Government. 


General Rémarks.—The weather has been much warmer during the month. 

The one topic of interest is the eagerness of the people to be transported to their 
homes. ‘This is being done as rapidly as possible, but we are greatly hampered by the 
Repatriation Department not being sufficiently equipped to assist us more rapidly with 
transport. 





I have, &c., 
Davin Murray, 

Superintendent. 

To the Director of Burgher Camps, 
Pretoria. 
(4) 
SUPERINTENDENT'S Montuty Report.—July, 1902. 

SiR, Burgher Camp, Heidelberg, August 5, 1902. 


I HAVE the honour to report for July, 1902, as follows :— 


Site.—The camp is situated about one thousand yards away from the town, and 
is in two portions on a good slope of each side of a valley. 


The General Health of Camp is good. 

Rations and Supplies-—Good in quality and sufficient for requirements. 

Water Supply.—The water is of excellent quality and the supply remains ample. 

Relief Matron’s Work.—This has slackened off to some extent, on account of 
people going to their homes. . 

School_—The attendance is decreasing on account of the departure of families 
for their homes. ~ 


Transport—There are 26 mules belonging to the department and 10 oxen. 
see are utilized for dust carts, slop cart, and bringing in fuel and supplies from 
the station. 


The Attitude of the People is very good, and only one case came before me in 
which an old and new surrender were abusing each other. 


General Remarks.—Since the commencement of the repatriation work, the 
stafi has been hard worked. By the end of the month, however, the various members 
for their staff had come forward and greatly facilitated the work. 

During the month 239 families, com rising 290 men, 282 women, and 357 
children, have been sent to their homes with a tent and a month’s rations. 

The new hospital, composed of brick, and with an iron roof and ceiled and 
floored, was completed and was occupied. 

The weather has been good, and there have been no deaths for six weeks. 

Remaining inmates of camp are very anxious to leave for their farms in order 
to be in time for the sowing season which will commence next month. 


I have, &c., 
A. A. ALLISON, 


Superintendent. 
Yo the Director of Burgher Camps, 


Pretoria. 





a TR - 
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SUPERINTENDENT'S Montuty Report.—July, 1902. 


SIR, Irene Burgher Camp, August 4, 1902. 
I HAvE the honour to submit my report for July as follows :— 


Site-—The transference of camp No. 1 to the site occupied by No. 2 has been 
pushed forward as rapidly as transport would allow, and will be completed next 
month. 

Stajff—With one or two exceptions the members of my staff have given me 
every satisfaction, and I can speak without reserve of the painstaking and diligent 
services rendered. 

The following changes have taken place in the personnel of my staff :— 

Sister Merry arrived on the 4th as Relief Matron in camp No. 2 in place of 
Madame de Gough. 

Mr. F. P. Jones arrived on the 1st as clerk in No. 2 camp. 

Mr. W. C. Smith was temporarily relieved by Mr. Palmer on the 10th, who was 
relieved by Mr. J. H. Robson on the 12th. 

Mr. North, Storekeeper of No. 2 camp left on the 16th. 

Mr. Wolmarans, Timekeeper of No. 2 camp, left on the 28th. 

I regret exceedingly to report the death of Sister Cruikshank, after a brief 
iilness of acute pneumonia, on the 3rd. Her career was one of the utmost useful- 
ness, and to the end was crowded with disinterested service to her fellows. Her 
character and work were beyond all praise. 


General Health of Camp.—Apart from the prevalence of bronchial complaints 
the health of the camp continues excellent. 


Rations and Supplies—The only inadequacy here has been in the supply of 
wood and coal owing to difficulties in railway transport, but though frequently very 
short we have always managed to meet the demands. 

Water Supply.—vVery satisfactory. 

General Sanitation —The organisation is complete and has given every satis- 
faction. 

Relief Matron’s Work.—The work has been carried on with the utmost atten- 
tion to all deserving cases, and with particular attention to those whose need was 
greatest. en however, are not coming forward as quickly as they might be, 
and I have had difficulty in arranging in some cases. 

Camp Matron’s Work.—The visitation of the tents has been systematic and 
thorough, and necessities have been fulfilled with discrimination and care. 

School.—The schools have suffered greatly from the exodus of the Burghers. 

Police.—I have with difficulty maintained an efficient staff owing to the constant 
changes in process. 

ransport.—The present transport meets the needs of the camp. TI have been 
able to utilise the ten pie cm handed over by the Repatriation Department in the 
transfer of Burghers to their homes. | 


Attitude of the People—The Burghers, almost without exception, are grateful 
for benefits received, and more than pleased with the opportunity afforded of return- 
ing to their farms. Considerable dissatisfaction exists amongst the Rustenburg 
people and families living in a near radius of camp at not being able to get to their 

arms so as to take advantage of the season. 

General Remarks.—I wish to acknowledge, without reserve, the cordial assist- 
ance I have received from the Station Master, Irene, Mr. Voordyn. The rapid 
exodus of the Burghers has involved a great deal of extra work at the 
station. Mr. Voordyn has done his utmost to meet every exigency, and it is only 
through his fev/aluaihle edvoparation that I have been able to compass the work. 

I have, &c., 
, A. Bruce, Lieutenant, 
Quarter Master, 
Royal Army Medical Corps, 
Superintendent. 





To the Director of Burgher Camps, 
Pretoria. 





IRFNE. 
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SUPERINTENDENT'S Montruty Rerorr—Jury, 1902. 


SIR, Burgher Camp, Johannesburg. 

I nave the honour to forward my Report for July, 1902, as follows :— 

nag Tbe following changes have taken place :— 

J. 5. Seaton, late Assistant Superintendent, appointed Superintendent in place of 
Mr. A. A. Noble resigned. 

G. R. Cawood, late Storekeeper, appointed General Overseer in place of Mr. W. M. 
Mayne resigned. 

M. Henry appointed Assistant to Storekeeper. 

C. J. Morris appointed Temporary Clerk. 

A. Minnie, Dispenser, transferred from Town Relief in place of W. L. Adendorff 
resigned, 

“Dr. Mansel, Assistant Medical Officer, transferred to Pietersburg Camp. 

Sister Bayley, Camp Matron, transferred to Pietersburg Camp as Hospital Matron,. 
Nurse Fischer, present Relief Matron, taking over the duties of Camp Matron in addition 
to Relief Work. 

Sister Paul, Hospital Nurse, transferred from Meintjes-kop Camp in place of Sister 
Brown transferred to same Camp. 

Sister Boret, transferred to Krugersdorp. 

Nurse Ward, Probationer (Hospital), resigned. 

Accommodation.—During the month one long iron and wood building has been 
demolished and the material removed to Potchefstroom Camp. 

Rations and Supplies have come in well. 

Camp Matron’s Work.— Owing to the small amount of sickness now in camp, the 
duties of camp matron have been taken over by the Relief Matron and her two Refugee 
probationers. This arrangement is working satisfactorily. 

School.—The number of children now attending camp school is greatly reduced and 
only two of the four class-rooms are in use. The head master and three teachers have: 
been transferred to other schools by the Education Department. 

Police.—Only two of the police supplied by the Commissioner of Police, Johannesburg, 
are now required, These do night duty at the main entrance. All other duty, both 
night and day, is done by refugee police. 

Transport is ample for ordinary camp requirements, but some difficulty is experienced 
in obtaining the transport necessary to transfer burgher families in camp wishing to. 
proceed to their farms. 

General Remarks.—During the month all families belon ing to other districts have. 
been transferred. Many others have availed themselves of the opportunity afforded by 
the Authorities to return home, in consequence of which the number of inmates has been 
reduced to 540 souls. I do not anticipate a further reduction until the transport referred 
to above is provided. When this is available it is possible the number will be reduced to- 
about 250 souls, many of whom are destitute and have no means of support. Others. 
await the return of relatives at present prisoners of war. 

[ have, &e., 
J. S. Seaton, 
Superintendent. 
To the Director of Burgher Camps, 


Pretoria. 





(7) 


SUPERINTENDENT'S Monruty Rerortr—Jury, 1902. 


Sir, Burgher Camp, Krugersdorp, 5th August, 1902. 
[ wave the honour to report on the Krugersdorp Camp, for July, as follows :-— 
a staff remains unchanged, with the exception of two N ursing Sisters, 
resigned, 

" Consaahtiek are at present in camp 871 men, 1,154 women, 1,251 children, 
making a total of 3,256 souls. During the month the total reached 4,180 souls, but 
1,376 have been despatched to their farms. 

Accommodation.—All tents now fit for use have been pitched in readiness for any 
cbt. A serviceable tent is given to those proceeding to their homes and in need of 
shelter, 
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The Health of the Camp still remains good. Enteric fever has now disappeared, 
there being not a single case in the Camp. 

| I regret to state a case of scarlet fever was found, but within half-an-hour all the 
family were removed to the Contact Camp and every prevention was immediately taken 
for the safety of the camp. Up to the present no further outbreak has occurred. No 
reason can be assigned for the outbreak. 

Sanitation.—The camp is kept perfectly clean, all tents opened and rolled up daily, 
all bedding aired daily, i the whole area swept and rubbish removed before mid-day. 
sm are placed between rows and all refuse deposited there and subsequently removed 

y carts. 

The sanitary service is still performed by the Local Board, but as waggons have 
now arrived I intend to start a service. This, I expect, will save the Department a very 
considerable sum. 

There is no one at present sleeping on the ground. 

Relief Matron.—The matron has had a very busy time of late distributing a number 
of free gifts sent here from Cape Town, and generally seeing to the wants of those 
arriving, a great number of whom have been relieved. The men are obliged to work for 
any articles of bedding or clothing they receive. 

The orphanage has been reduced in numbers from 49 to 28 by the arrival of one or 
more of their parents. In each case I have satisfied myself that the application for 
release of children from the orphanage was bona fide. In each case the children have 
been properly and well clothed before leaving, and in most instances the parent has 
warmly praised and thanked the Government for caring for the little ones so thoroughly. 

Cony Matron.—This lady has under her four nurses and probationers, who make a 
thorough tent-to-tent visitation daily. They take a very keen interest in the work, and 
are a very great help to the nursing sisters. 

School.—The school re-opened on the 18th July. At present there is an attendance 
of 350. A very great number of children are leaving daily. 

Police.—Most of the men in the force now are new arrivals, the majority of the 
old men having left for their farms. The difficulty of obtaining good men is ever on the 
increase ; those joining now find discipline most irksome, and are not to be compared for 
usefulness with the old residents. 

Gardening.—Gardening is still being continued, and there will be good crops for 
the spring. 

Attitude of People.—The people seem to be settling down gradually and seem more 
reconciled to the new order of things. Several ng joined the different Depart- 
ments and work well. They are naturally very anxious to return home and are dificult 
to keep quietly here until the De ent is able to send them out. The slow return of 
their families 1s a cause of great discontent though all have been informed that every effort 
is being made to send their families up from the coast. A great many will not take 
advantage of the alternative and go to their families in Natal. | 

The National Scouts and families are being quietly placed on their farms whenever- 
opportunity offers without rousing the suspicion of the others as to their having a 

preferential claim. 
: General.—During the month 90 waggons, 200 mules and 1,120 oxen were taken 
~ over from the Military. The cattle were in a most miserable condition and quite unable 
to do any work, so were at once sent out to a farm some six miles from Krugersdorp. 
The mule waggons were also in a wretched condition and two-thirds were unfit for’ 
service. 

Notwithstanding these drawbacks 1,300 souls were taken out to their farms, supplied 
with one month’s rations and tent, also all cooking utensils and a sufficient supply 
of bedding. 

A saad many have means to begin life afresh and are making an effort to hel 
themselves, while a great number are sitting idle and simply oe up the provisions and. 
waiting until the Kepatriation Department supply them with all requisities for a fresh. 

start in life. 3 
7 The Camp’s strength is about what it was a month ago, as many people are coming” 
as leaving. I am expecting some 900 people from Natal shortly, and in the majority of 
cases can be supported by themselves after receiving one month’s rations. 

Another Camp oven has been stem it jo and there are sufficient now for all require- 
ments. 2,000 Ibs. of bread can be baked daily. This saves a great deal of fuel, and is 
most satisfactory as the children are the gainers in cases where parents are too lazy or- 
unable to bake proper food. a, 3 . 
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- To the Director of Burgher Camps, 


- various useful articles contained in the bundles gratefully received 


‘here from various Camps and from the coast was 873, and the departures for their farms 
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In eonclusion I beg to place on record the loyal manner in which my staff have 
worked during the last two months ; through a time of great trial everyone has willingly 
and cheerfully worked, and successfully coped with the increased work caused by the 

starting of the repatriation of Burgher intiien. | 
I have, &e., 

| P. Tomiinson, 

Superintendent. 


To the Director of Burgher Camps, 


Pretoria. 





(8) 
SuPERINTENDENT’s Montuty Reportr—July, 1902. 
Sir, Burgher Camp, Klerksdorp, August 11, 1902. 
I nave the honour of placing before you Report from Klerksdorp Burgher Camp 
for month ending July. 

Camp.—I am pleased to report that the work of cleansing the Camp is now nearing 
completion, large quantities of sand which has been causing much throat and eye irritation 
whenever the wind arose have been carted away, and the general health has been 
improving accordingly. 

For the convenience of the Camp working staff, | would strongly and respectfully 
suggest that our stores be removed altogether from the town to camp, and built 
expeditiously and cheaply on the section system, whereby the iron is practically 
uninjured. | 

The Camp offices have been removed from town to camp, and the business 1s thereby 
more easily executed and any irregularities noted sooner. 

Sanitation.—Sanitation is now on a better footing, the latrines being completely 
bricked out and the major portion cemented. 

Wells.—Rebuilding in of wells supplying camp with water. This work is in ccurse 
of construction, but I found we should require to go lower than 12 feet to get a foundation 
for the masonry ; the work is progressing satisfactorily. 

Health.—The health of the camp has been excellent for the month of July, and the 
ordinary camp ailments show a large decrease. 

Relief.—The goods sent forward to this Camp were immanec Ny distributed, and the 

y the inmates. We 
find many of the families who are returning from the coast badly clothed and greatly in 
need of relief ; these we have been obliged to help, and they shared in the general Camp 
distribution. 

Arrivals and Departures.—For the month of July total number of souls who arrived 





























were 592, leaving a balance of 281. This number is only a temporary increase, as people 
are ready to leave for their farms after being provided with the usual 30 days’ provisions 
and transport. I went out to Hartbeestefontein, about 18 miles from Klerksdorp, and 
found many of the Boers who had gone out from this Camp doing well and hard at work, 
sowing, ploughing and putting their grounds and dwellings into something like comfort- 
able order. | 

Gardens.—The Gardens are in a state of preparedness for the approacnitdt spring, 
vegetable seeds having been sown, and we trust to be able to clear all the groun of food 
stuffs by the end of December. . 

Buildings.—We are still awaiting the arrival of flooring and ceiling boards, &c., for 
completion of cottage originally built for the housing of the Educational Staff. Gn the 
arrival of these your orders to complete will be carried out with all expedition. | 

Food Stuffs.—These come to hand with a fair regularity, but being able to purchase 
from the A. S. C. supplies has helped considerably to meet the enormous demand for 
repatriation purposes. 

The arrival of meat is irregular, but we have noted purchases can be made from the 
local cold storage which is a favourable concession. 

I have, &e., 
P| W. SyMINGTON, 
Superintendent, 


Pretoria, 





pa | onal " ~ re ‘ 








291 
(9) 
SuPERINTENDENT’s Montuty Rerort—Jvtry, 1902. 


National Scout’s Camp, Meintjes-kop, Pretoria, 
SIR 7th August, 1902. 
ending 31st July, 1902. - <4 
Accommodation has been sufficient up to date, though I am sometimes reduced as low 
as only two available tents. If this camp is to receive inmates faster than those already 
in it leave for their farms, the accommodation will naturally be unequal to the demand 
Either timely notice, or an increase of tents would meet the case. 
General Health_—Excellent. 
Rations and supplies—Good. A further supply of tinned meat is urgently needed. 
Police.-—The number of sentries has been increased since the total removal of all 
harbed wire round the Camp. | 
The School is doing well. The new Principal, Miss Plumb, has relieved Mrs, O’Shea 
in this camp. | 
General Remarks.—The camp is very full now, but every endeavour is made to get 
the inmates to leave for their farms or homes without unnecessary delay. 
From inquiries made from the inmates themselves, I shall be in a position, almost 
immediately, to submit a list of those not going out of this camp in the very near future, 
iving their several reasons and explanations, which I trust may serve as a guide to the 
irector to determine the future disposal of such inmates who may be inclined to remain 
on in this camp longer than they need, or have sufficient reasons for remaining. 
The arrival of an Accountant, in Mr. Wright, and also a Dispenser, Mr. Robson, will 
facilitate work greatly. 





I have, &c., 
A. M. Lioyp, Major, 
Superintendent. 
To the Director of Burgher Camps, 
Pretoria, 
(10) 
SuPERINTENDENT’s Montuty Report.—July, 1902. 
Sir, Mafeking Burgher Camp, Ist August, 1902. 


I HAVE the honour to submit the following report for the month of July :— 


Site—The Colonial Rebels having all gone to their homes I have been able to close 
the North Camp by removing the few remaining families to the main site. An effort is 
now being made to reduce the size of the present camp by filling up the gaps in the 
centre from the East and West ends. When this is accomplished the length of 1 e camp 
will be considerably reduced, expenditure curtailed, and the heavy strain on the smalf 
transport will. be proportionately lessened. The end of this month will, I trust, see the 
stage ung camp at Willowdam closed. I am making every effort to bring about a 
similar result at Setlagoli. 

Staff.—I arrived here on Sunday, 6th July. Mr, H. Kemball-Cook handed over the 
following day. The following resignations and transfers have to be recorded. Miss 
Nussey, Assistant to the Relief trom and Nursing Sister Maeder, both of whose 
resignations have been accepted, leave on the 15th instant. Mr. Smit, Assistant to the 
Accountant, resigned on 31st. Mr. Fanner from Heidelberg relieved Mr. Pearson on the 
30th July, the latter proceeding to Heidelberg. 

Census.—The statistical returns for the month will be completed and forwarded im 
a few days. On the lst July, 3,700 men, women and children were in camp. Arrivals 
during the month, 571. Births three. Departures 1,419. Deaths six. In camp 31st 
July, 907 men, 881 women, 1,061 children, total 2,849. 

Accommodation.—Suficient. 

General Health.—Good. 

Rations and Supplies.— Excellent. 

Water Supply—Good. © 
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General Sanitation.—On my arrival I found the camp was gradually being turned 
into a large kraal, surrendered burghers being allowed a free run. This has all been 
a pas authority re-established. The health of the camp does not appear to have 
suffe 

Relief. — The distribution for the month has been fairly large. 

Police.—I am reducing this force. Fewer men and foes supervision will bring 
about results equally as good and at much smaller expenditure. 

Transport.—This is not satisfactory. The large expenditure every month to a con- 
tractor for cartage for a distance of not quite three miles at 6d. per 100 Ibs. is excessive. 
If you will arrange to let me have three small wagons and 30 mules a considerable saving 
can be effected. Our present transport is much too small to think of carting stores from 
the Railway Station. 

Recreation.— The Recreation Hall I have been compelled to use for Repatriation . 
supplies until something is done in the way of buildings by that Department. 

General Remarks.—The centralising of all stores which I propose carrying out will 
bring about a reduction in the labour employed and be a means of keeping a better check 
on all issues. | 

With reference to the cattle handed over by the Military for repatriation purposes, 
these appear too poor in condition to endure the work of trekking backwards and forwards 
to the different farms ; they will need to be considerably increased before any serious 
attempt is made to move families from this Camp. It must be remembered that large 
supplies arriving by rail have to be handled by this transport, and in addition the two 
supplementary depots have to be well provisioned, to enable them to cope with the 
requirements of the families who are already on their farms. To continue transporting 
these supplies for this purpose a very much larger transport service will be necessary. 

A large number of the more well-to-do farmers have been sitting tight in camp, 
thinking that this transport would at once be used for taking them to their homes. 
Now that they find it is being used to send food out to Zeerust and Lichtenburg a 
number have made, and others are making, arrangements for their own transport. 


I have, &ec., 
A. P. Sutron, 
Superintendent. 
To the Director of Burgher Camps, 
Pretoria. 


(11) 


SUPERINTENDENT'S Montuty Rerort.—Jury, 1902. 


MIDDEL- Sir, Middelburg Burgher Camp, 13th August, 1902. 


I nave the honour to report for the month of July as follows :— 

Staff—There have been two additions to the staff—first, Mr. Brinkman as chief 
clerk in the general office, and, second, Mr. Henniker as assistant storekeeper. I consider 
the staff is now sufficient. 

Census.— At the beginning of the month our population was 4,494, and at the end 
of the month this was reduced to 4,138. 


During the month we received into camp :— 


—_— Men, Women. Children, 
From Natal obi ead de 17 67 57 
4, other camps and causes... 36 58 55 
» National Scouts ... sas 93 tins bal 
5 prisoners of war ... pe 20) oan elite 





TOTALS «+. ite 96 125 112 
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The departures during the month were as follows :— 






To their farms ... 


» other camps ... 






' TOTALS 


Of those going to their farms— 


9 families went to Bethal. 

8 families went to Ermelv. 

7 families went to Carolina. 

2 families went to Lydenburg. 
129 families went to Middelburg. 


155 





Accommodation.—On the 1st August we had 21 Bell tents and 6 small double 
marquees in stock. Owing to departures there are plenty of vacant sites for tents. 

The General Health of Camp could not be better. 

Rations and Supplies—There were no complaints, the quality and quantity being 
-sufficient. 

Water Supply.—This was of its usual good quality and sufficient. 

General Sanitation.—As regards latrines, there was no difficulty, but we were 
-slightly pressed for transport, owing to poor condition of oxen. The Camp is clean and 
disinfectants freely used in the now rare cases of infectious diseases. That they have 
been used with some effect I think is shown by the easy suppression of diseases like 
measles, mumps, and diphtheria, of which, though cases have occurred, presumably con- 
tracted in the town, no spread has taken place. _ 

Relief Matron’s Work.—During the month 51 mattresses and 27 bales of blankets 
were issued by the Relief Matron. : 

Paynton’s account amounted to £30 1s. 8d. 

Besides the above, 20 bales and packages of free gifts from the German Consul at 
Durban were distributed by the Relief Matron, advised by the Relief Committee. 

Many of the recent surrenders were destitute and required considerable assistance, 

Camp Matron’s Work.—The Camp Matron has a considerable amount of work, she 
‘superintends (a) The Camp Kitchen; (b) The Orphanage ; (c) The Sisters’ Mess ; 
(ad) The Laundry for Sisters and Teachers, besides her camp work. There is very little 
work now in camp owing to the absence of sickness, but, if there were, it would be easy 
to increase the staff. 

The School.—The school is, of course, gradually growing smaller, but the children 
seem as happy as usual and glad to attend. 

Church.—The Rev. Mr. Brink does all that is necessary in this department, and it is 
to be hoped that his congregation will come to accept his loyal views. 

Police.—The police continue to perform their duties satisfactorily and preserve order 
in the camp. 

Transport.—We are using five mule waggons belonging to the Repatriation Depart- 
‘ment to do our camp transport work, reserving the oxen for the Sanitary Department. 
“This course was found to be necessary, first, owing to the Burghers taking their waggons 
to their farms, and second, owing to the poor condition of the oxen. 

Manufactures.—Bootmakers.—1,000 pairs of boots were made and issued. The 
reserve stock on the 12th August was 713 pairs. Tannery.—486 skins were received 
from the tannery during the month. Owing to approaching dissolution of camp, the 
tannery will shut down when skins in hand have coe put through, which will take all 
August we expect. Carpenters and Masons.—The hospital building was finished ; also 
-cottages for sisters, teachers’ quarters, and office for schoolmaster, in addition to 
ordinary repairs. 

Recreations.—There are football and cricket grounds, debating and choral societies. 
~The former are not very much used, as the Dutch people do not care very much 
- about games, 


-MIDDEL- 
BURG; 


POTCHEF- 
STROOM. 


ky 

Attitude of the People.—The men who surrendered under the terms of Peace and the 
National Scouts are inclined to be aggressive towards each other, but the general feeling 
of both towards the British Government is loyal. The women are chiefly concerned in 
ascertaining how much they can get from the Government without paying for it. 

If people from this camp were sent out too quickly, the result, with present transport 
supply, would be subsequent confusion in the Repatriation Department, but sending out 
50 families per week as we are now doing (month August), and these people going before 
the Chairman of the Repatriation Committee, enabling them to get two months’ rations, 
in addition to the one month’s rations they get from us, though slower, should enable 
the Repatriation Department to compete with the demand for transport which will 
certainly ensue. : 


[ have, &c., 
Rost. Jonnston, Capt., 
Superintendent. 
To the Director of Burgher Camps, | 
Pretoria. 
(12) 
Superintenpent’s Monruty Rerort.—Jury, 1902. 
SIR, Burgher Camp, Potchefstroom, July 31, 1902. 


I HAVE the honour to furnish you with the following particulars for July :— 


Staff.—The health of staff has been good, and all have done their duty well. 

Accommodation.—Owing to so many arrivals from abroad and from other camps, 
and our having had to vacate all the houses in town, we have been very hard pressed for 
accommodation, but have made the best of it. It has been necessary for us to put a 
good many families in our schools; this, however, will be rectified when tents are 
sent us. 

The General Health of the Camp is very antiebactary. 

Attitude of People—All are quiet and satisfied. Many of the better class are now 
leaving for their farms, and most of them seem anxious to settle down again. We are 
giving them all the assistance possible. 

ations and Supplies—The quality has been good, but stocks are running short,. 
ial Son the extra demand. 
ater Supply—Ample and good. Drinking water is all boiled. 

Relief Matron’s Work.—At present we havea fair supply of goods for free distribution. 
The relief matron and her staff are working well under the directions of the Committee. 

: oe Schools have been closed for three weeks during this month, for the usual winter: 

olidays. ; 
ransport.—Satisfactory. The animals are all in good condition and are being well 
looked after. ‘ 

~. General Remarks.—We are doing our level best to reduce our numbers in camp, but 
in ies of having sent out to farms 2,270 people, our total remains practically the same— 
in has increased. Many returned prisoners-of-war are now passing through our 
hands and a good many families have returned from Natal. The latter are expected to. 
proceed to their farms immediately on their arrival here, but nevertheless, many of them 
are left on our hands. 


As soon as the Repatriation Department can supply a better class of live stock, we 
will be able to send out a few thousand Burghers. The cattle supplied to that Depart-. 
ment are absolutely useless for the time being. At present we are working with a few 
mule wagons. 

During the holidays most of our teachers attended the teachers’ conference in. 
Johannesburg and thoroughly enjoyed. themselves. 


Superintendent.. 
To the Director of Burgher Camps, | 
Pretoria. 
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SurerinrenpEN?’s Montaty Report.—July, 1902. 


“SIR, , | Standerton Burgher Camp, Ist August, 1902. 
I nave the honour to submit my monthly report for July, 1902, as follows :— 
Census.—The population of the camp at the end‘ of July shows, men 777, women 
1,253, children 1,320, total 3,350; this being a reduction of only 69 on the total at the 
end of June. Over 300 people have left the camp for their homes during the month, but 
over 200 have been taken into the camp including about 130 from Natal. A few families 
have come in from the veld, but none have returned to camp who had left for their 


farms. | | 


Accommodation.—Great difficulty has been experienced in finding tent accommoda- 
tion for families arriving from Natal, as none of these people bring tents up with them, 
and the demand for tents for families leaving camp has been heavy. Besides this, the 
rat Sy Ts tents to families of National Scouts who were not in the camp and. to other 
families from town has very much handicapped us. It has been quite impossible to 
supply all the demands for tents outside the camp, and the inmates of the camp have had 
the first consideration. | 

Repatriation.—The work of returning people to their farms has been very slow, 
owing to the extremely poor condition of the oxen sent up for the Transport Depot ; in 
fact, only a few families living close to the town have been sent with the Kepatriation 
transport. No supplies have yet been taken over by this Depot and all rationing on the 

-orders of the Chairman, Repatriation Commission, bas been done from the camp store 
-and by the camp staff. A strict account is being kept of all such issues. | 

General Health—The health of the camp continues very satisfactory and only four 
deaths have occurred during the month. There have been no cases of enteric during the 
month, and the only sickness of any note has been a few cases of pneumonia. 

Settling Tanks.—These are being carried on: the excavation has been finished, and 
the work of laying the pipes and lining is being done. | 

Rations and Supplies—These have been coming forward in good condition and 
regularly. There has tose a great demand on the rations owing to the numbers supplied 
with four weeks’ supplies on leaving camp, and also to the supply of people outside the 

-camp and Repatriation rations. P) 

Over 2,000 people not belonging to the camp have been rationed for periods of 
from one to three weeks; still our stocks are holding out and I trust that with the 

supplies coming forward we shall be able to supply all demands. 


Sanitation.—Nearly all the latrine floors have been cemented, and all other sanitary * 


work is being carried on satisfactorily. 

Schools.—The attendance has been low since the schools opened after the holidays, 
chiefly owing to the number of boys who have been employed by their parents in looking 
after ee and other animals belonging to the burghers. | 

Staj?’.—The health of the staff has been very good. Dr. Lilienfeld who was on sick 

leave in Johannesburg died on the 6th inst. Dr. Leonard arrived on the 14th, and on 
the same day Mr. G. Leonard arrived for duty as clerk. Miss Pittaway, Assistant camp 
Matron, left for Vryburg, transferred, on the first. Mr. Bennett, resigned, Assistant 
Storekeeper, left on 13th, Miss Macfie, Relief Matron, resigned, left on 16th, and Mrs. 
Barratt took over her duties in addition to the work of camp Matron. Mr. Bond, Assis- 
tant Storekeeper, was discharged on 14th, and Mr. Kingston was appointed in his 


_ place. 
I have &c., by 
P. C. Jonas, Lt., 
Superintendent. 
To the Director of Burgher Camps, 
Pretoria, © 
- (14) 
SUPERINTENDENT'S Montuty Rerort.—July, 1902. 
Sir, | Burgher Camp, Volksrust, August 5, 1902. 


STANDER- — 
TON, 


VOLKS- 


I nave the honour to report as follows on this Camp for the month of July, 1902. rust. 


Stajf.—The following changes have taken place on the Staff during the month :— 
Mr. Cottrell, the new Accountant, arrived here on the 11th, and the books were 
formally handed to him on the 31st July by Mr. Fyfe, the late Accountant. Mr. Fyfe 


VRYBURG, 
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has now left the Burgher Camp. Mr. Congreve arrived here on the 19th July and is now’ 
working as general clerk in place of Mr. Gibbon. Mr. Van Dyk, the clerk whom IL 
engaged here, is a. smart man and is doing good work. He was engaged on the 9th July. 
Mr. Gibbon and Mr. Smith left the Burgher Camp service on the 31st July. | 
Accommodation.—There is no spare accommodation, and during the last heavy weather’ 

many of the standing tents sustained damage. 

General Health of Camp.—This has been very good. | 

Rations and Supplies—These are of good quality and quantity, and there is no- 
cause for anxiety that we will run ont of supplies. | 

Water Supply.—The water supply is sufficient for present needs, and in a few days- 
Mr. Hall will have completed the new waterworks. 

General Sanitation.—The general sanitation of Camp is much improved I am pleased 
to say. The latrines have now cemented floors, and I am busy having the same put into: 


the wash-houses, and also making other changes in regard to the ovens and dust bins. 


which when completed will make a lot of difference in the sanitary condition of Camp. 

Relief Matron’s Work.—The work of relief is being carried on satisfactorily, and a lot. 
of work has been done. 

Police.—These continue to do their duty satisfactorily. 

Transport.—I am short of transport having only three teams and wagons, but I 
manage with assistance from the Repatriation from whom I occasionally borrow wagons. 
for cleaning up the Camp. 

Attitude of People—There is nothing to take exception to in this, they seem quite 
contented and happy, and I find they conform to the rules and regulations of the Camp. 

General Remarks.-—The work in Camp is going on daily, and the burghers employed. 
are doing it willingly, and take an interest in their employment. Regarding the staff, I 
may say that all are doing their best, and have, during an unusual press of work, worked 





willingly and well. 
I have, &c., 
| D. R. D. Fratuerston, 
To the Director of Burgher Camps. Superintendent. 
(15) 
SUPERINTENDENT’S Montaty Report.—Jvuty, 1902. 
Sir, Burgher Camp, Vryburg, Ist August, 1902. 


I wave the honour to forward the monthly report for the Burgher Camp at Vryburg: 

for the month of July, 1902. | 

Sta f—Good and efficient, but owing to the constantly diminishing numbers of the- 
Camp, reductions may now be safely made in the personnel. 

Accommodation.—There is none to spare, as families leaving the Camp are allowed to, 
take their tents with them. 

The General Health of Camp is excellent. 

Rations and Supplies are good and plentiful, and the railway now deliver consign-- 


-ments more ie tae 


The Water Supply is from five wells. It is good and sufficient for all requirements. 
The vegetable garden is irrigated from a running stream, which also fills the Camp: 
public baths for the Burghers. 

The General Sanitation is very good. The shallow trench system is in use for the 
disposal of all night-soil, and these trenches are then cultivated with vegetables ; this is 
the system generally adopted in India for the disposal of night-soil. 

~The School Attendance is much diminished, partly owing to natural causes and. 
partly to unrest, owing to people wishing to get back on their farms. 

The Police are efficient, but there has never been any need to employ them except 
as sentries. 

Transport.—The Repatriation Department furnish the Burgher Camp with transport 
in all cases of emergency. The Camp transport is sufficient for ordinary Camp work, 

General Remarks.—During July the people seem now gradually to have realised’ 
that they have lost in the late war. Durin the war and for a few weeks after its close 
we ill believed that their friends outside were doing well, and when told the truth 
and that rations outside were scanty and monotonous, would smile and say they had news: » 
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it was otherwise. Two or three weeks after peace had been made, one old woman asked VRYBURG. 
me if it was really true, as the British flag was still flying in Camp, but now many 

people have left the Camp to see the condition of their farm buildings, &c., and the reports 

they bring back have gradually brought home the truth. 





I have, &c., 
C. Macponatp, Lt.-Col., 
To the Director of Burgher Camps. Superintendent. 
(16) 
SUPERINTENDENT’S Montuty Rerort.—Jury, 1902. 
SIR, Burgher Camp, Vereeniging, 31st July, 1902. hig 


I nave the honour to submit my Monthly Report for July, 1902, as follows :— 
General Health of Camp.—The health of the camp remains good. Two deaths 
occurred during the month. Chicken-pox has now abated, and there are no signs of any 
infectious disease. 3 
: Rations and Supplies.—These have been of good quality and the supply well 
ept up. 
; Relief Matron’s Work.—During the month two consignments of relief goods have 
rived and been distributed to the most needy in camp. 
School. —The attendance at school has decreased considerably owing to a great many 
caildren having left camp for their homes and others preparing to do so, 
Transport.—Most of the Transport used in camp has been taken away by the owners, 
but I have made arrangements with others to do what little is required now for camp 


work. 
General Remarks.—There is very little to report on the camp generally this month. 
The people have been busily engaged preparing for and departing from camp. 
he Repatriation Department have made a start and have 8 a great help so far 
with the transport in taking the people to their farms, but no stores or supplies (with the 
exception of some taken over from the Army Service Corps here) have arrived, and 
Burghers returning for their second month’s rations have had to draw from the Burgher 
Camp. 
The camp has been reduced by almost half, and I think few more of the people will 
go out for the present, us most of the women prefer to wait until the return of their 
husbands from over the sea. 
A great many of the permanent workmen in the camp have left for their farms, and 
their places have been filled by later arrivals. 
here is a scarcity of native labour in the camp, but the Superintendent of the 
Native Camp has promised his assistance in the matter. 
Generally, everything in camp is working satisfactorily. 
I have, &c., 
A. H. Batss, 


To the Director of Burgher Camps, Superintendent. 
Pretoria. 





40471 
No. 158. | 
Governor Sir H. E. McCALLUM to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. 
_ (Received September 29, 1902.) 
[Copy to War Office, October 24,1902. LP] 
(No. 241.) 
Government House, Pietermaritzburg, Natal, 
Sir, September 3, 1902. . 
I nave the honour to forward, for your information, Report on the Natal 

Burgher Camps for the month of August. 


T have, &c., 
~ HENRY McCALLUM. 
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Enclosure in No. 158. 
GENERAL SUPERINTENDENT oF BurcHER Camps, Natal, to Governor, Natal. 
Monthly Report. 
August, 1902. 
Your EXCELLENCY, Timber Street, Pietermaritzburg, September 1, 1902. 
THE ech of inmates of Natal Camps to the other Colonies and to the 
Utrecht and Vryheid Districts has proceeded steadily during the month. The number 


sent away in August was 5,620, reducing the number still in Natal to 11,627. 


I am making arrangements to close Ladysmith and Wentworth Camps durin 
September, and a large portion of Merebank will also be closed, to reduce expendi- 
ture, and to render the buildings available for other purposes. 

There are several enquiries for these buildings. The Durban Lands Company 
wished to make an offer for the whole of Wentworth Camp. The matter was referred 
to the High Commissioner, who wishes the buildings for the Transvaal. The Johannes- 
burg Town Council wired to know if I could let them have some. This was also 
referred to the High Commissioner. Fifty sets of 6-room huts are being sent to the 
Repatriation Committee, Pretoria. All new material on hand has also been sent to 
the Repatriation Department, Pretoria. The Equipment issued for Mooi River, 
which was not used, is being returned to the Ordnance Department. What we had 
at Eshowe is being sold by public auction there. The green canvas huts which were 
the style prior to our administration, are worth very little, if anything; the canvas 
is all perished, and they cost quite as much as the iron. 

The apes Royal Engineer here is also wishing to secure any wash-houses, 
bath-houses, or other buildings we may have to spare for barracks. I have sent him a 
list of what we have at Pinetown. 

There are about 375 sets of 6-room huts, built of iron; 17 sets of 6-room huts, of 
canvas; 120 2-room canvas huts; 20 iron bath-houses; 80 wash-houses; 100 latrines; 
30 hospital and school buildings; 20 stores and ration houses; and a number of staff, 
school teachers, and nurses’ quarters, in all Natal Camps at present. 


Finance. 


The total amount expended up to 31st July:— 
£322,064 19 10 





Paid in August :— 
Construction and equipment a ss-,>, 981 0 4 
Feeding, maintenance, and all other charges 21,255 8 5 
£22,236 8 9 
Total payments to 31st August Peer ee ey ae 
Camps. 
The number in camps on 31st August was 11,627, being :— 
Ladysmith er xf oe sme ove 587 
Howick bes x? dais rr — sexs, dood 
Maritzburg ee a ear ae ac hee 
Jacobs chs te io. 9? BFL) aed i+ ROO 
Wentworth fe ae ~ ae oss, eee 
Merebank i fr ae ~ ... 4,620 
11,627 





Health. 


The general health continues good, the number of deaths for the month being 21. 
There have been several cases of measles dt Merebank; these were well isolated in 
the Quarantine Camp, and no persons leave without a medical certificate. 
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The deaths were :— 


Ladysmith.—Children under one, 1 
Howick.—Woman, 1 Sen eke fa is 
Maritzburg.—Children under five, 1; under one, 2 
Jacobs.—Men, 1; woman, 1; children under one, 2 
Wentworth—Woman, 1 cal jee SS 2, ee 
Merebank.—Women, 4; children under five, 3; under one, 2... 
Pinetown.—Children under five, 1; under one, 1 ! 


Total 


1 wee mom 


Sanitation. 


This work has been carried on as usual. A small tramway at Merebank has 
rendered this more easily done, and fewer oxen are required. The sandy roads are 
very heavy. 


Washing. 
The water supply in all camps has been abundant. 


Education. 


This is, of course, much interfered with by the constant departures, but all schools 
are being kept up. No doubt many of the teachers will soon be going too. 


Religion. 
Several of the Ministers have left for their ordinary work, but services are con- 
ducted by laymen when there are no ministers. 


Clothing. 


No alteration has been made. ‘The two Committees at Merebank have been 
amalgamated. 


Food, Fuel, and Stores. 


These have all been well supplied, and those leaving have been receiving 30 days’ 
rations since 28th July. 


Transport. 


All that has been required has been supplied. Sometimes there has been trouble 
with delays on the railway. 


Employment. 


Miiny men do not seem anxious to leave the camps, especially in Maritzburg, 
where they are earning good wages in town. 


Conduct. 


Some of the inmates at Wentworth had to be sent in to the Commandant, Durban. 
There has also been the usual trouble with men recently coming in, who refuse to do 
their share of camp duty. I tell them that if they do not like the camps I shall 
be very glad to let them go and live in towns; but they do not go. 


General. 


I often hear that families who have left wish they had not. One man has 
returned from Harrismith and asked for re-admission into Maritzburg Camp. 
I have, &c., 
Tos. K. Murray, 
General Superintendent of Burgher Camps. 
To His Excellency 
The Governor of Natal, 
Pietermaritzburg. - 
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41297 
No. 158a. 


Governor VISCOUNT MILNER to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. 
(Received October 4, 1902.) 
(Orange River Colony. No. 104.) 


SIR, High Commissioner’s Office, Johannesburg, September 10, 1902. 
Wires reference to my despatch, No. 93, O.R.C., of the 25th August,* I have 
the honour to enclose, for your information, a copy of the report on Port Elizabeth 
Camp for August. 
I have, &c., 
MILNER, 


Governor. 


Enclosure in No. 158a. 
Miuitary SECRETARY to the Hicu Commissioner, Johannesburg. 


Monthly report of the general work of the Refugee Camp at Port Elizabeth 
is forwarded herewith, in accordance with instructions from Army Headquarters, 
Pretoria, dated 16th November, 1901. 


J. R. Watsu, Captain, 
Staff Officer, Prisoners of War, 
for Major-General, 
Commanding Cape Colony District. 
The Castle, 
Cape Town,. 
September 1, 1902. 


Sir, Boer Exile Camp, Port Elizabeth, August 27, 1902. 
I HAVE the honour to enclose the Medical Officer’s certificate for August. I 

regret there has been one death. 

The food supplied has been good and there have been no complaints. 

The school has been progressing favourably. 

Thirteen pairs of boots have been purchased from the Canteen Account and 
have been given away. 

On August 7th, 11 men, 55 women and 148 children were received into camp 
from H.M.S. “ Bavarian.” 

I enclose lists of people who have left camp since July 27th. 


I have, &c., 
W. H. Fenner, Captain, 
Commandant, Boer Exile Camp, 
Port Elizabeth. 
To Station Staff Officer, 
Port Elizabeth. 


Boer Exile Camp, August 27, 1902. 

I certify that there have been 69 cases of illness (viz., 2 men, 32 women and 35 
children) in above camp during month ending 27th August. 

I beg to state that there has been one birth, one death (child: cause of death, 
broncho-pneumonia). There has been no case of infectious disease during above- 
named period 

A. E. CHAMBERS, 
Medical Officer. 





* No. 154. 
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Return of Exiles in Camp at Port Elizabeth for month of August, 1902. 












Rate of Mortahty 


Average No. of Deaths. | Births. among Children. 
| 
| 


No. in Camp. | ‘Sick per Week. 








WHITE— 


a 


Women... 8-0 am sol te, 
85 1 Girl 1 0°33 per cent. 
my it 


Children 








COLOURED— 





Children 


W. H. Fenner, Captain, 
Commandant, Boer Exile Camp, 
Port Elizabeth. 


Port Elizabeth, 
August 27, 1902. 


List of Males over 16 years of age who have left the Camp at Port Elizabeth. 
ugust, 1902. 








Name. Age. | Nationality. Destination. 
Pretorius, W. ... cu aS 21 Free State ede ... | Springfontein Camp. 
Ehrke,C. M. ... iad jes 50 Transvaal wis .-. | Krugersdorp. 
Nawrattel, J. W. a a 67 vm "6 = a 
Hayes, F. 7 ne ok 30 - ee = 
van Zyl, J.C. ... a ae 33 9 x 


Keyser, J.J... ave ‘a 54 


‘ = en Ma 
Gandina, John ... ae oe 43 British ... ose --» | Humansdorp. 

Olivier, Ng: ee ee et 32 Transvaal as ..- | Johannesburg. 
Engelbrecht, C. J. sas Be 45 British ... on .-. | Port Elizabeth. 


Sst 


W. H. Fenner, Captain, 
Commandant, Boer Exile Camp, 


Port Elizabeth, 
August 27, 1902. ‘ 
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List of Women and Children from H.MS. “Bavarian” who have left Camp at 
Port Elizabeth. 


Name. | Children. Date. | Destination. 





Mrs. Pienaar... oe des 18 August, 1902 ... | Lichtenburg. 
Mrs. Lee... aa den a 20 August, 1902 ... | Johannesburg. 
Mrs. Nel... es sea Ses 20 August, 1902 .. | Vryburg Camp. 
Mrs. P. Greeff ... hs ‘ins 21 August, 1902 .-- | Irene Camp. 
Mrs. Erasmus ... wis oad 23 August, 1902 sie je 

Mrs. Belling... see ses 23 August, 1902 ... | Pretoria. 





W. H. Fenner, Captain, 
Commandant, Boer Exile Camp. 
Port Elizabeth, 
August 27, 1902. 


List of original Inmates (Women and Children) who have left Camp since 














July 27, 1902. 

Name. Pil Date. Destination. 
Mrs. James Hertzog... “ 28 July, 1902 ... ... | Stellenbosch. 
Mrs, J. van Niekerk ... ‘és 3 August, 1902 ... | Bloemfontein. 
Mrs. M. Muller... ove até 3 August, 1902 ... | Springfontein Camp. 
Mrs. W. Pretorius... Bi 3 August, 1902 bbe i 
Mrs. L. van Zyl a on 7 August, 1902 ... | Krugersdorp. 
Mrs. K. van Zyl “0 dus 7 August, 1902 es 
Miss ©. Lieblanche ... sus 11 August, 1902 ... | Aberdeen. 
Miss K. Roodt ... sue oss | 18 August, 1902 ... | Middelburg, Cape Colony. 
Mrs. Engelbrecht ro daa 20 August, 1902 ... | Port Elizabeth. 





W. H. Fenner, Captain, 
Commandant, Boer Exile Camp. 
Port Elizabeth, 
August 27, 1902. 





48292 
No. 159. 


Governor VISCOUNT MILNER ta Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. 


(Received October 20, 1902.) 
(Transvaal. No. 488.) 
High Commissioner’s Office, Johannesburg, 
Sir, September 22, 1902. 
Wirn reference to my despatch, No. 475, of the 15th Bapteinber,® T have the 


ae ee SE eee eee eee 


*No. 14 in African No. 705... 


303, 


honour to enclose for your information a copy of the undermentioned documents on the 
subject of Repatriation in Transvaal. 
I have, &c., 
MILNER, 
Governor. 





SCHEDULE OF ENCLOSURES. 


1. Weekly return of persons returned to their farms.—13th September, 1902. 
2. Circular letter No. 24, from Secretary to Repatriation Department.—18th 
September, 1902. 





Enclosure 1 in No. 159. 
REPATRIATION DEPARTMENT. 
Weexkty Return of Persons returned to their Farms 


Week ending September 13, 1902. 


Previous 


Depots. Returns. 


This Week. 


Balmoral 

Barberton 

Belfast 

Bethel 

Bloemhof 

Bremersdorp 

Carolina ... 

Christiana 

Ermelo ... 

Fourteen Streams... wns aks “we 
Heidelburg 

Klerksdorp 

Komati Poort 

Krugersdorp 

Lichtenburg ada ish 
Lydenburg 

Machadadorp 

Mafeking 

Middelburg 


Nylstroom 


Carried forward ... 



























This Week. 


Pienaars River Bridge vie wiatinirnsnalerweiacsien 


Pietersburg 1,110 
Piet Retief sits 

Potchefstroom 1,632 
P. P. Rust 47 
Pretoria ... 4,972 
Rustenburg 2,800 
Schweizer Reneke _ 

Springs ... 141 
Standerton 484 
Ventersdorp 15 
Volksrust 756 
Vereeniging 455 
Vryburg... 582 
Wakkerstroom 14 
Welverdiend 313 
Wolmaranstadt 38 


Zeerust ... 


B. H. Justice. 





Wedloauks 2 in No. 159. 


Crrcutar Lerrer No. 24. 
The CHAIRMAN, 
REPATRIATION COMMISSION, Pretoria, September 18, 1902. 
Ir having been brought to my notice that there is in certain outlying and more 
remote ‘parts of the Districts a good deal of destitution and want, achiale owing to 
difficulties of communication may not have come under your notice, | propose granting 
to you the services of an officer whose duty it will be to visit these more remote parts 
of the Districts, and report on any cases of destitution and want, so that assistance may 
be sent out. These officers could further report to you as to the wants of the people of 
the Districts and how they are settling down, keeping you generally in touch with the 
people of your District. bi: 

Please let me have an expression of opinion on this matter, and whether you have 
anyone whom you think specially suited for the appointment. A knowledge ot the 
Dutch language will be essential. 

Pay, one pound per day with rations and quarters. ach officer will be allowed a 
horse, saddle and bridle, Cape cart and two mules, a native boy, and tent. 

A. M. Huauss, 


Secretary to Repatriation. 
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43298 
No. 160. 


GovERNOR VISCOUNT MILNER to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. 
(Received October 20, 1902.) 


(Transvaal. No. 494.) 


Sir, High Commissioner’s Office, Johannesburg, September 29, 1902. 

Wir reference to my despatch, No. 475, of the 15th September,* I have the 
honour to enclose, for your information, a copy of the undermentioned documents 
on the subject of Repatriation of Boer families in Transvaal and Natal. 


T have, &c., 
MILNER, 
Governor. 


Enclosure in No. 160. 
BurRGHER CAMPS DEPARTMENT. 
GENERAL Report for the Month of August, 1902. 


Contents. 
Minute by Director. 
Statistical Returns. 
Synopsis of Death Returns. tf 


Circulars Nos. 198, 200, 201, 202, 203, F 18, 6066, 6089, 204, F 19, 6143, 
6150, 6175, F 20.+ 


Reports, Inspector, Mr. C. E. W. Sands.+ 
6. Camp Reports and Returns by Superintendents} 


SAMUEL J. THomson, C.IL.E., 
Lieutenant-Colonel, 
Imperial Military Secretary, 
Director of Burgher destaa 


- G0. 5h2" 


or 





From the Director or BurcHer Camps, Pretoria, to His ExceELLeNcy THE HicH 
CoMMISSIONER, Johannesburg. 


Burgher Camps Department, New Law Courts, 
My Lorp, Pretoria, September 23, 1902. 

I wAvE the honour to submit, herewith, the General Report on the Burgher 
Camps in the Transvaal for the month of August. The Reports of Inspectin 
Assistants and of Superintendents and Medical Officers of Camps are also forward 
herewith, and the usual Statistical Returns are attached. } 

The death rate in the camps for August is the lowest on record. It is only 
14.8 per mille per annum of the average population, and the sickness is proportion- 
ately low. The figures may be left to speak for themselves. 

During the past month the Burgher Camps Department has continued to assist 
in the work of restoring the people to their homes, and the subjoined statement 





* No. 14 in African No. 705. t Not printed. { The Superintendents’ Reports only are printed. 
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describes the work done. The Census of the Camps shows a reduction of 7,857 souls, 
and the population on the Ist of September stood at 30,046. The reduction would 
have been greater but for the fact that a large number of persons have had to be 
received from outside and temporarily provided for. 


A. Number of persons belonging to the Burgher Camps 
who have been rationed for one month, supplied 
with a tent, and sent to their homes... ae 9,319 


B. Number of Surrendered Burghers and persons not 
connected with the Burgher Camps who have 
been rationed for one month and sent to their 
homes he 1,490 


C. Number of outside people who have applied to the 
Camps for assistance, or who have been sent in 
by Resident Magistrates and others, and who 
have been temporarily taken in and rationed in 


the Camps a as i re ® 559 
D. Number of similar people who have been temporarily 

rationed outside the Camps _... afc fs 2,378 
E. Number of Prisoners of War received into th 

Camps __... th 637 


Number of people brought up from Natal and 


received into the Camps 2,239 
G. Number of transfers from one Camp to another 

(7.e., to the Camp of the district in which their 

homes are situated) ... en ory! 836 


It will be seen that the number of persons assisted, who were not connected with 
the Camps, has fallen considerably, as these are now being largely dealt with by 
the Repatriation Department. That department and the Burgher Camps are 
working together in the general scheme of Repatriation—the former more particu- 
larly supplying transport and wagons, and the latter the rations, tents, and tent 
equipment. s the operations of the Repatriation Department become more 
extended the strain on the Burgher Camps will be proportionately reduced. 


The transfer of the Camp from Pinetown, in Natal, to Pietersburg has been 
completed. Over 3,000 people have been brought up without mishap, and the credit 
of this is principally due to the excellent arrangements made by the Natal Autho- 
rities. 

The attendance in the schools has greatly fallen off. This, however, was only 
to be expected, as a large number of children have already left the Camps, and many 
others are expected to leave very shortly. 


Concerning the general administration of the Camps, there is :.ot much to record. 
Their sanitary condition could not well be better. The general health is excellent, 
and one result is shown in the contentment which prevails among the inmates. In 
no single instance since the termination of the war have surrendering men or return- 
ing prisoners of war given any trouble. On the contrary, all Superintendents speak 
favourably of their attitude and conduct. 


I have, &c., 
SAMUEL J. Tuomson, C.I.E., 
Lieutenant-Colonel, 
Imperial Military wert ke 
Director of Burgher Camps. 


BARBER- 
TON, 


BAL- 
MORAL. 
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SUPERINTENDENTS’ MONTHLY REPORTS FOR AUGUST. 


PAGE. 

3 Barberton ... ; 

a Balmoral ... 

3.) Belfast 

a) Heidelberg 

5.) Irene st 

(6.) Johannesburg 

tg Krugersdorp 

8.) Klerksdorp 

9) Middelburg 
(10.) Mafeking ... 

11.) Meintjes-kop 
2) Pietersburg 
ot Potchefstroom 

14.) Standerton aa iva ae “es bes dais ae sek 
(15.) Volksrust ... dus ve ue owe owe “és ont os ei 3 
16.) Vryburg... oa ove vole oe 

17.) Vereeniging 

(1.) 
Sir, Burgher Camp, Barberton, August 31, 1902. 


re I nAve the honour to report for the month ending 31st August, 1902, as 
ollows :— 

General Health of Camp.—The Camp, I am pleased to say, is singularly free 
from any serious cases of sickness. 

Rations and Supplies—The quality continues excellent, and we have a very 
large reserve on hand. 

Water Supply.—The rainy season has not yet set in, and this leaves our water 
supply much the same as last month; with constantly diminishing numbers, however, 
no real inconvenience is suffered. 

General Sanitation.—The sanitary state of the camp is in all details everything 
that could be desired. 

Relief Matrons’ Work.—Both these ladies continue to work well, and give their 
undivided attention and interest to their duties. 

School.—Although many children have left during the month, the percentage 
of attendance has been very good. The introduction of the Kindergarten of clay 
modelling, crayon drawing, and paper folding, have proved very popular, and are 
ree ik wks to with interest and pleasure. The work has progressed satis- 

actorily. 

ae Remarks.—On the 16th instant we were honoured with a brief visit 
from Lord Milner. He was present in the school for a short time and appeared 
much interested in the work being carried on there. 

During the month 167 inmates left for their homes, bringing the departures 
since the Proclamation of Peace up to 1,026. Within the next week or two the 
numbers will be further reduced, as many have signified their intention of leaving. 
The discipline and general behaviour of the Burghers have been excellent, and good 
feeling exists between the staff and inmates, the latter expressing their high appre- 
ciation of Government provisions made for them, and the former working harmo- 
niously in the execution of their respective duties. 





T have, &c., 
B. GRAUMANN, 
Superintendent. 
To Director, af Burgher Camps, al 
Pretoria. 
(2.) 
Sir, Burgher Camp, Balmoral, September 3, 1902. 


I HAVE the honour to submit the following report with regard to work carried 
out during the month of August at the Camp :— 

Staff—tThis is as it was in July, and attached hereto I have much pleasure in 
sending you a complete list of same as it stood at end of the month (August). I 
am glad to report the convalescence of Mr. Rose, whose duties as Accountant were 
taken over temporarily by Mr. Dodd on the 15th ultimo. 
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Census.—The arrivals have mostly been women and children from Natal, who Bat- 
appear to be in good health, with the exception of one family in which two cases of MORAL. 
peer broke out a few days after their arrival here. The departures have been 
families returning to their homes. 

Accommodation.—The accommodation is quite ample for present requirements, 
but now that the rainy season is at hand I would suggest that, if sDeiti, a new 
supply e an be forwarded me so that I may be able to replace any which may 

ound leaky. 

General Health of the Camp.—This continues good, and attached hereto I have 
‘nuch pleasure in handing you my Senior Medical Officer’s report, which goes fully 
into the subject. It is very pleasing to be able to write “ nil” after the word “ Deaths ” 
in paragraph 2. This in a measure is due to the inmates themselves, as they seem 
to take a keener interest now in keeping their tents and surroundings clean, and 
also to the careful attention of the medical officers. 

Ration Supply.—The ration supply of late has been of very good quality. I 
have had no complaint during the month as regards quantity or quality, with the 
exception of the supply of corned beef. This latter has occasionally not been quite 
up to the mark, but the Army Service Corps replace whatever is condemned by my 
Senior Medical Officer. 

Water Supply—Ample and of excellent quality. 

General Sanitation.—The general sanitation of the Camp continues to be good, 
and the system of slop pails adds considerably to the cleanliness of the Camp. 

School.—The attendance roll diminishes as families leave Camp, which is almost 
daily now. The number of children at school at present being only about 128, which 
is an average of about 85 per cent. of children in Camp of school age. 

Church.—The church is still very well attended, not only by the inmates of the 
vantp, but also by people living in the vicinity of the Camp. 

olice.—I have reduced my police staff to 12, and find that they do their work 





very well. 
| Transport.—I am now doing the whole of the Camp work with three Scotch 
carts and one wagon, which I find quite sufficient. I also have in use two sanitary 
| carts and one slop cart. 
Manufactures——The carpenters and shoemakers are kept constantly busy, a 
| plentiful and extra supply of wood, leather, &c., being always on hand. 
| Retasalibnin baakol is indulged in greatly, and provides exercise and amuse- 
ment for both the old and young male population of the Camp. 
| Attitude of People-—The attitude of the people is still very favourable towards 
us. 

General Remarks.—-1 notice that since the arrival of the Prisoners of War the 
feeling of those who remained out until the last towards the “Joiners” (7.e., 
National Scouts, Guides, &c.) is very much more strained. The people who sur- 
rendered with the Government wear as a distinguishing mark a black and white 


— 


rosette. 
I have, &c., 
A. Ross GARNER, 
Captain, 

| Superintendent. 

To Director of Burgher Camps, . 

Pretoria. 
(3.) 

| Sir, Burgher Camp, Belfast, September 3, 1902. Bexrasr. 
I HAVE the honour to submit the following report for the month of August, 


1902 :— 
Staff—The following additions and withdrawals have taken place in the con- 
stitution of the Camp Staff during the month :— 
Resignations :— 
r. Morrow, Senior Medical Officer. 
Reverend A. G. Du Toit, Chaplain. 
Miss Ramsay, Assistant to Relief Matron. 


BBELFAST. 


HEIDEL- 
BERG. 
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Additions :— 
Dr. Haydon, Senior Medical Officer, vice Dr. Morrow, resigned. 

Accommodation.—Hospital.—There are ten marquees with 45 beds, but of these 
only an average of seven have been in use. 

Tent accommodation.—After allowing each departing family to take one tent 
with them we have a reserve of 40 at our disposal. 

General Health of the Camp.—The general health of the Camp has never been 
so satisfactory as at present. There has been one case of enteric, which was im- 
ported from Merebank, Natal. The patient was never actually in the Camp, and 
directly his case was discovered he was removed to the Hospital, and every precau- 
tion taken to prevent the spread of the disease. There were only two deaths during 
the month. 

Rations and Supplies —The rations continue to give every satisfaction, and the 
quality is excellent. The supplies have come forward regularly, and notwithstand- 
ing the extra demand made upon our resources by families requiring an allowance 
of one month’s rations on going to their farms, we have been able to cope with the 
demand and to hold a good forward stock. 

Water Supply.—The water supply still holds out, and so far has proved suffi- 
cient for our requirements. The Civil Engineer of the Department is visiting the 
Camp at the present time, and, fearing the continuance of the drought, he recom- 
mends the opening up of another fountain near to the present source, and diverting 
the track so that the water will flow by gravitation into the Camp. This, he 
contends, will provide against any contingency. This new scheme will be com- 
menced immediately, and, if successful, will do away with the present pumping 
station. 

Sanitation —The sanitation is conducted upon the same lines as laid down in 
my previous reports. Black labour for this department is very hard to control, as 
most of the natives are returning to their kraals, and the Burghers absolutely refuse 
to do this work. With the rapid depletion of the Camps, however, the work is 
getting less, and we have been able to cope with it satisfactorily so far. 

Schoel —The school is suffering somewhat by the withdrawals of children whose 
parents are proceeding to their farms. It still maintains a fair average of attend- 
ance, and although labouring under many disadvantages, the staff are very enthu- 
siastic in their work and very popular with their pupils. 

Attitude of the People—The attitude of the people is very peaceable. They 
have accepted their position and, I believe, will settle down into good citizens. 
There are a few wearing their black and white ribbons, but these are gradually being 
removed. I hear of no intimidation, and the great desire of the majority is to get 
back to their normal conditions. 

General Remarks.—The weather has been very cold but dry. 

During the month we have despatched upwards of 300 families to their homes. 
The work of repatriating will naturally become slower vies Mea our limited trans- 
port, and the distances to the farms being greater, but we are hurrying forward this 
work with all speed. oa 


I have, &c., 
Davip Murray, 
Superintendent. 
To Director of Burgher Camps, 
Pretoria. 


(4.) 
) Burgher Camp, Heidelberg, September 6, 1902. 

I HAVE the honour to submit my monthly report for August, 1902. 
Site—The Camp is situated about one thousand yards away from the town 
in two portions, on a good slope on each side of a valley. 

The General H me is good, vide report of medical officer attached. 
Rations and Supplies —Good in quality and sufficient for requirements. 
Water Supply.—This remains good and ample. 

General Sanitation.—Satisfactory. 

School.—Attendance is decreasing as families are leaving for their homes. 


Sir, 


311 


The Attitude of People is very good, and there were no breaches of the regula- 
tions during the month. 

General Remarks.—The departures for this month are considerably less than 
for the preceding month. I attribute this to the want of implements, stock, and 
material for re-building of their homes. Rain having now fallen and September 
being the month for the commencement of ploughing, a large proportion should 
leave very soon. The transport supplied by the Repatriation Department has been 
ample when required by Burghers to go to their homes. 

_Mealies, oats, potatoes, and tobacco seed have been available from the Repatria- 
tion Department, which the departing Burghers have been drawing when leaving 
for their homes. None of them up to the present have expressed a wish to return 
to Camp; on the contrary all seem satisfied. 


I have, &c., 
A. A. ALLISON, 
Superintendent. 
To Director of Burgher Camps, 
Pretoria. 
(5.) 
SIR, Burgher Camp, Irene. 


I nave the honour to forward my report for the month ending 31st August, 

1902, as follows :— | 

Staff—Except in a few instances the Staff has rendered me excellent assistance. 

Mr. Smith went into hospital on August 15th, and was discharged on Saturday, 
August 30th. 

Mr. T. Batey, Engineer, was discharged from the hospital on the 5th of the 
month. 

Mr. F. T. Jones was discharged from the hospital and resumed his duties on 
the Ist. 

The following casualties and changes have taken place :— 

Mr. Smith, Dispenser, arrived from sick leave on the 2nd. 

Mr. G. F. Dodd left for Balmoral on the 13th. 

Mr. Neill has been transferred from the Superintendent’s office to the 
Accountant’s Department. 

Mr. Robson, Dispenser, left for Meintjes-kop Camp on the 6th. 

Sister Merry, Relief Matron, left for Heidelberg on the 7th. 

Mrs. McCausland has taken over the duties of Relief Matron, fulfilled by Sister 
Merry, and is now in full charge of that work. 

Mr. H. W. Jennings, Clerk in No. 2 Camp, left on the 9th. 

Mr. Drummond, Clerk of Works, left on the 19th. 

Sisters Price and Portal left on August 2nd for Krugersdorp. 

Sister Toshack was on leave from the 2nd to 12th. 

Sister Pickburn returned from leave on the 4th. 

Sister Woodward was on leave from the 15th to the 29th. 

Mr. A. W. Collett went to Krugersdorp on the 17th on a fortnight’s leave, and 
returned on the 31st. 

Dr. Forbes left on a fortnight’s leave, as per your §.M./41-2 of 12th August. 

General Health of Camp.—FExcellent. 

Rations and Supplies —Very satisfactory. 

Water Swpply.—tIn quantity and quality excellent. 

General Sanitation.—Every possible attention has been given to keep this 
system without fault. : 

Relief Matron’s Work.—This work has been done with thoroughness and care 
hy Mrs. McCausland. 

The relief returns of goods received and distributed will show the extent of the 
work done. 

School.—A strong effort has been made to secure the attendance of all children 
of a school-going age. This was attended with considerable success, but the con- 
stant removal of families militates against any permanent improvement. — 

Police.—It is difficult under existing circumstances to keep the force in a state 
of efficiency. The present force, however, has met the needs of the Camp, and good 
order has been preserved. There have been no serious cases of delinquency. 


HEIDEL- 
BERG. 


IRENE. 


IRENE. 


JOHAN- 
NESBURG. 
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Transport.—This has been suilicient for all necessities, and I have been able to 
take full advantage of the mules and wagons lent to me by the Deputy Assistant 
Quarter-Master-General, Pretoria. 

Attitude of People—tThere is a general feeling of elation at the prospect of 
going home, and those who have already left were profuse in their thanks for atten- 
tion received while in the Camp. 

Exodus of Burghers—The number in Camp is rapidly decreasing. From the 
beginning of the month, I have been able to send to their farms 318 men, 332 women, 
and 336 children, making a total of 986. I have encouraged the Burghers, who are 
in a position to go, to leave in every possible way, on the principle that it is best for 
them to shift for themselves as soon as possible, and to be on their farms in time 
to take advantage of the early rains. 

If the transport had been forthcoming I could have sent out many more whose 
homes lie within this or adjacent districts. 

It is a pleasure, however, to state that this extensive repatriation work has been 
accomplished without accident, and that out of this Camp alone 4,686 people have 
gone to their homes by road and rail. 

Burgher Acquisitiveness—It is a feature of the Burghers leaving Camp, that 
they endeavour to secure everything, irrespective of ownership, that may be of any 
future use to them. 

In consequence thereof it has been found necessary to keep a very sharp look out 
upon what the Burghers take with them, but in spite of the utmost caution there has 
been a leakage in tools and minor Government property in the different departments. 

This petty thieving is more exasperating than serious, and multiplied cautions 
have had to be taken to put a stop to it. 


T have, &c., 
A. Bruce, Lieutenant, 
Quarter-Master, 
Royal Army Medical Corps, 
Superintendent. 
To Director of Burgher Camps, 
Pretoria. 


(6.) 
Sir, Burgher Camp, Johannesburg. 
I HAVE the honour to report for the month of August, 1902, as follows :— 
Staff —The following changes have taken place :— 
Departures :— 
Sister Paul, Hospital Nurse, transferred to Meintjes-kop Camp. 
Sister Cockin, Hospital Nurse, resigned. 
Arrival :— ; 
Sister Bolton, transferred from Meintjes-kop Camp, vice Sister 
MacKenzie, Hospital Matron, on sick leave. 

Accommodation.—In accordance with special instructions from head office, and 
in order to provide better accommodation for the Turf Club and Pony and Galloway 
Race Meetings, I have, sabia the month, vacated the following buildings :— 

Dining Room (large), formerly used by us as Ration Room. 
Dining Room (large), formerly used by us as Hospital. 

Bar under Numbers Stand, formerly used by us as Store Room. 
Bar under Grand Stand, formerly used by us as Workshop, &c. 
Rooms under Grand Stand, formerly used by us as Paynton Store. 
Bar in Paddock, formerly used by us as Post Office. 

Jockey Room, formerly used by us as Hospital Mess. 

Weighing Room, formerly used by us as General Mess. 

Tea Room, formerly occupied by Refugees. 

Allour stores have been removed to the large iron building in the Camp belong- 
ing to this department. oa 

We still retain the third large dining room as a hospital. A partition has been 
erected in the centre, making two wards, male and female respectively. 

General.—On reference to the census return it will be noticed that the number 
of inmates has been further reduced during the month. I anticipate that a large 


SS Se 
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Sectieag of those now in Camp will leave for town or farms during September. Jonay- 
robably from 100 to 150 souls who need support and accommodation will then NBSBURG. 


remain on our hands to be dealt with as the authorities may determine. 

Very few of the families returned from Natal and elsewhere, or Prisoners of 
War, have availed themselves of the accommodation provided at the Camp. So far 
they have preferred to find houses or stay with their friends and relatives in town, 
only calling on us for the one month’s rations. Provided those now returning also 
on arrival decide to shift for themselves as others have done, and unless unforeseen 
‘os ai arise I see no reason why this Camp should not be closed by the end of 
October. 

It would, however, be necessary to make some other arrangement for rationing 
those returning for one month, in order to provide means of support and give them 
time to look for employment. 





I have, &c., | 
J. S. Seaton, 
Superintendent. 
To Director of Burgher Camps, 
Pretoria. 
(7.) 
Sir, Burgher Camp, Krugersdorp, September 2, 1902. 


I wAve the honour to report on the Krugersdorp Camp for the month of 
August as follows :— 

A ccommodation.—There is at present accommodation for 200 families. The 
old Indian tents have been replaced by bell tents as the former, having now been in 
use for seventeen months, are worn out and unfit for use. 

Health.—The health of the Camp is exceptionally good, and there are no cases 
in hospital. During the month seven cases of illness were reported. The case of 
scarlet fever reported on the 26th July has recovered, and no further outbreak has 
occurred. Two deaths occurred during the month: both were old people. 

All arrivals from Durban have been placed in the Observation Camp owing to 
the prevalence of measles at the coast. No outbreak of this disease has up to the 
present shown here. 

Sanitation.—The same care and attention is used as formerly in order to keep 
the Camp in a sanitary state. The night-soil is still removed by the Krugersdorp 
Health Board, owing to the great difficulty of making arrangements for the removal 
locally. From the Ist instant it will be possible to reduce na cost of the service by 
one third, and by the end of the month it is hoped to be able to do without the services 
of the Krugersdorp Board altogether. There will then be a saving to the depart- 
ment of £200 monthly. 

Relief Matron—The Matron has been fully occupied distributing clothing and 

fyee gifts. The month’s work has been devoted almost entirely to helping the old 
reople. 
He personal visit is paid to all those leaving for their homes, and to those who 
require it clothing is given. No one is sent away before being well provided with 
necessaries. Every family is allowed to retain all bedding, &c., and cooking utensils, 
and I can certainly state no family has left Camp for home unprovided for. 

The Orphanage is gradually being reduced, and there are at present only 
eleven children there. They are well cared for and are quite happy. 

School.—The attendance is now 305, and owing to the falling off in the attend- 
ance, four teachers have left. The hall is being utilised as a class room, and is a 
very great convenience. A large sail shelter is in course of erection as a church and 
eh, and it is intended to do away with several marquees as soon as this place is 
erected. 

Church.—Owing to an accident to the huge tent used as a place of worship, a 
temporary shelter is being erected. There is now only one Minister, the other, the 
Reverend Postma, having left for Rustenburg, but on account of the close proximity 
of the Camp to town one can do the work. 

In connection with the Sunday School, all the children are taken out into the 
country every Sunday for an outing. 

Police.—The force has been materially reduced during the month on account 
of the exodus of the Camp inmates to their farms. Every member has been served 
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KruGers- with a great coat and boots, and they have every comfort necessary in consideration 


DORP. 


KLERKS- 
DORP. 


of the nature of their work. 

Transport.—The transport animals are in a very poor condition and are in- 
adequate for the work required of them since the withdrawal of the military portion. 
Arrangements have, however, been made with the Repatriation Department for 
sufficient transport for present requirements. 

Manufactures—These are almost entirely suspended owing to scarcity of 
material, such as leather, &c. Reins have been made, and a small amount of leather 
tanned for use in harness-mending. 

Recreations.—The boys amuse themselves with football and cricket; tops and 


marbles have also been supplied. 


The hall is lent every week for dancing, and this concession is taken full 
advantage of. 

By kind permission of Colonel Jameson, the band of the Seaforths has played 
in the Camp on Mondays, but I regret to say the regiment has now gone. 

Attitude of People—The people are settling down, and those still in Camp most 
anxious to return to their farms. There appears very little dissatisfaction, the 
majority of those returning for rations speak most charitably and hopefully, and 
certainly believe the Government is doing all that is possible for them. 

Two hundred and twelve oxen were sold to Burgher farmers last month, and 
a further 335 are to be disposed of this week. The National Scouts have all been 
repatriated or supplied with all necessaries. 

Pete the month the Commission paid a visit to Heckport and found the 
majority of framers very busy on their lands. The valley is the most fertile and 
thickly populated in the district, containing some 400 farmers. 

General.—During the month 1,665 souls were repatriated. There are a great 
many drawbacks in connection with this depot. There are at present only 28 avail- 
able wagons, and of these a third are continually in use at the depot, and only 
18 wagons are available to do the whole of the transporting of families. This is a 
very small number of wagons for the work. I would suggest that the number be 
increased, as a very great number of families belong to Rustenburg and to a distance 
of 60 miles from here. It is to be hoped that double the number of wagons now 
available will be in use before the month ends. Over 700 souls reached this Camp 
from Durban during the month, and, owing to an outbreak of measles, were placed 
in the Observation Camp. Up to the present no disease has appeared. 


T have, &c., 
P. ToMLINsoN, 

Superintendent. 

To Director of Burgher Camps, 
Pretoria. 
(8.) 
Sir, Burgher Camp, Klerksdorp, September 3, 1902. 
I HAvE the honour of placing Sicioee you the report for month of August, 


1902, from Klerksdorp Burgher Camp. ue 
Camp.—I am pleased to report further progress in the condition of the Camp. 

The loose sand collected by dust storms in sluits, roads and Camp is being daily 
carted away, and the Camp is consequently much cleaner and more comfortable. 
Broken tents are repaired by the inmates, to whom is given sail-cloth for this purpose, 
and each Sectional Corporal has definite instructions to report upon the condition 
of the tents, and orders are given personally to these men every morning, to direct 
their operations for the day. The weather during the past month has been extremely 
inclement, fierce dust storms blowing for three and four days in each week, causin 

eneral discomfort and increasing the number of out-door ailments. The genera 

ealth of the Camp, however, has been most remarkably good, and we show a still 
further decrease in mortality wpon previous months :— 


April, 1902 ... ee mA be ai ins 21 

ay, 1902... bw sie sie jes s%e 16 
June, 1902... + ok = ais Mi 8 
July, 1902... ih ie ia Siig ste 4 


August, 1902 any as rm “i ye 3 
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Sanitation.—Slops have every attention, and latrines are carefully inspected KLERKs- 
daily. The free use of Izal and other liquid disinfectants we find acting with better POBP- 
effect than powders. 

Wells —All Camp wells have been finished with necessary linings and the tops 
are covered with stout planking and tarred, to prevent percolation from any leakage 
from the pump. ‘ The water tanks I am raising on masonry foundation, and these 
will act as reservoirs connected with the boiling tanks direct, thereby preventing 
the use of unboiled water being drawn for drinking purposes. 

Observation Camp.—This is being carried out according to your instructions, 
and to prevent any unnecessary contact with Main ls I have drawn on the Camp 
boundary line wire between Observation and the Main Camps. The Camp has every 
facility, is duly ny Se and regularly inspected. 

Camp Stores Building.—On arrival of old iron from Johannesburg ten days ago, 
I immediately, to your order, drew out plans for the construction of this building, 
and it has been finished, with the exception of the flooring, which I hope to complete 
by 6th September, when all our stores from town will be brought into Camp, hand- 
ing over building we now use to the owners, William Terry and Company. 

The only building now on my hands is the butcher shop, and to the agent I gave 
a month’s notice, which will expire at the end of September. Should any client 
si ek the shop before the expiration of the notice, it can be handed over and rent 
will only be charged to date of entry. 

School Derelliag Quarters —This building I shall be glad to finish, but up to 
the present the flooring and ceiling boards have not arrived. 

Arrivals and Departures —Arrivals from various Camps and from the coast 
during the month of August, men, 54; women, 67; children, 61. 

Departures, men, 181; women, 287; children, 316. 

<i shows a decrease of our Camp Roll over last month of 605 souls, less three 
deaths. 

We have many families ready and willing to go out, but unfortunately the | 
partial stoppage of repatriation transport, owing to lack of forage, will make the 
exodus slower work for the coming month. 

School_—The fluctuating attendance is chiefly due to the unsettled state of the 
Camp, but every inducement given to keep the attendance up, which on the whole 
is fairly satisfactory. 

Hospital.—Everything is on an extremely good footing, and much is done to 
make it popular. . 

Relie}—Several bales and cases came forward and were generally distributed— 
blankets, warm clothing, boots and shoes, being received by the inmates with 
evident satisfaction. 

Gardens.—These are in a very fine state of preparedness and await only the 
warmer weather of September to give sufficient issue of vegetables for the Camp use. 

Live Stock—The few cattle we have on hand I have sent out to graze on a farm 
about four miles from Klerksdrop, where grazing is richer and of a better quality. 
Their condition is very poor, but I hope to pull Sion through the hardest month of 
the year successfully. 


T have, &c., 
W. SyMINGTON, 
Superintendent. 
To Director of Burgher Camps, 
Pretoria. 
(9.) 
SIR, Burgher Camp, Middelburg, September 3, 1902. yqypner- 
I uAve the honour to forward my report for the month of August, 1902. BURG. 


Staff—Dr. Hayden left this Camp on the 21st instant to take up duty at 
Belfast Camp as Senior Medical Officer. Mr. Macgraw arrived on the 31st instant 
to take up duty in this Camp as Timekeeper. 

Census.—During the month 267 families, consisting of 1,250 souls, or 838 adults 
and 412 children, have left Camp for their farms. 

253 families for District Middelburg. 
2 families for Distriet Lydenburg. 
2 families for District Ermele. 
12179 2R2 
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10 families for District Bethel. 
20 families left for other Camps, consisting of 90 souls, or 50 adults and 
40 children 

The arrivels have been 11 families from Natal, consisting of 60 souls, or 38 
adults and 22 children. 

Fifty-seven ex-Prisoners of War were admitted. 

Eight men arrived from the National Scouts. 

At the end of the month we had left in Camp 423 families, consisting of 2,923 
souls, or 1,697 adults and 1,226 children. 

Accommodation.—On the 31st instant we had 56 bell tents fit for occupation in 
stock, and two small marquees and two store tents. 

We had 67 bell tents — of repairing, and now in hand, together with 
seven small marquees and five E.P. tents. - 

I employed 12 women in the work of repairing, but have now added six more. 

General Health—The health of the Camp continues to be excellent. The 
average attendance of out-patients was nine. 

Rations and Supplies —There was a hitch in the milk supply which caused con- 
siderable inconvenience, but which has now been rectified. The potatoes arriving 
might be in better condition. Other supplies were good. 

Water Supply.— Quality good and quantity ample. 

General Sanitation—There has been no change, except that the diminution of 
population has slightly decreased the work of the oxen. 

Relief Matron’s Work—During the month the following articles have been 
issued by the Relief Matron :—32 mattresses, 53 pillows, 21 quilts, 200 pairs of 
sheets, 10 bales of blankets, 36 G.I. buckets; while Poynton’s account amounted to 
£9 18s. 9d. 

There were no free gifts. 

Camp Matron’s Work.—This department has been carried on in a most satis- 
factory manner. The Burghers are more amenable, and apparently better under- 
stand the arrangements for safeguarding their health. 

School.—The children are happy and well taught. 

Church.—The Resident Minister of the Dutch Reformed Church continues to 
hold services, but they do not seem to be so well attended since the general surrender. 

Police —This force does excellent service, and the discipline is good. 

Transport.—Five repatriation mule wagons are in use for ordinary daily trans- 
port work, and the sanitary department is carried on by oxen. These oxen are all 
salted, and therefore very valuable. I am afraid of the cold rains we may expect 
causing the loss of some of these beasts if they cannot get extra rations to strengthen 
them. This matter is now, I believe, being considered. _ 

Manufactures—During the month the bootmakers turned out 1,197 pairs of 
boots, but had to close down on the 28th instant from lack of leather. We had, on 
31st instant, 1,164 pairs in stock. 

The tannery only turned out 10 skins, on account of dearth of hides some time 
back. They have now in hand 250 skins, on delivery of which the tannery is to be 
shut down. 

Attitude of the People——The feeling between the National Scouts and those 
who came in under terms of general surrender is not so acute as it was, but very little 
serves to create bitterness. 

General Remarks—We have now sent out nearly all the families who live within 
a few hours’ trek of the Camp, so that, when we repatriate those living at a greater 
distance, the work will necessarily be a little slower. 


I have, &c., 
Rost. JOHNSTON, 
Captain, 
Superintendent. 


To Director of Burgher Camps, 
Pretoria. 

















317 


(10.) 


Sir, Burgher Camp, Mafeking, September 5, 1902. 
I HAVE the honour to submit the following report for the month of August :— 


Site-——The East end of the Camp has been cleared for about 200 yards and is 
now being used by the Repatriation Department. A portion of the West end would 
have received the same attention but for the want of tent pegs, as these in most 
cases were useless for re-pegging, owing to the ravages of the white ant. I wired 
Vryburg and Kimberley, and the Superintendent of the latter place eventually 
agreed to send 2,000, but they have not yet arrived. 

Staff—The Hon. Miss Florence Colborne returned from Sitlagoli on the 21st 
and is now acting Camp Matron during the absence of Miss Stevens, who left on 
the 29th. 

August 2nd, Mr. Pearson, Accountant, left for Heidelberg. August 4th, Sister 
Pritchard left on sick leave for one month. ng, bee 8th, Nurses Craig and Hunter 
left for Krugersdorp. August 14th, Nurses Bolton and Wilkie arrived from 
Abe es August 23rd, Assistant Storekeeper Rowing left for Pretoria. 
Mr. J. J. Lucas arrived, having been appointed by you as Storekeeper. 

Accommodation.—Sufiicient. 

General Health—The general health of the Camp continues to be satisfactory, 
notwithstanding the severe weather we have had and are still experiencing. 

Rations and Supplies—The rations have been ample for the refugees. Mafe- 
king prices being so high, only articles which were urgently required were purchased. 
The local purchases are consequently small. 

W ater.—The water supply is good and more than sufficient for all requirements. 

General Sanitation.—I am pleased to report that everything is in good order 
and the Camp is clean. 

Attitude of People-—Satisfactory. 

Recreation.—The hall was to-day cleared of repatriation goods and is now being 
used for the purpose for which it was intended. 

General Remarks—The severe weather we have had has caused a certain 
amount of damage and some discomfort, especially to the inmates of the main Camp. 
The Senior Medical Officer’s report is enclosed, together with a letter from him, 
dated August 14th. No doubt a reduction in the two stafis could be brought about 
in the manner suggested, but for the present I am of opinion that the Camp work 
will be more efficiently carried on under existing arrangements. 


IT have, &c., 
A. P. Surton, 
To Director of Burgher Camps, Superintendent. 
Pretoria. 
(11.) 
National Scouts’ Camp, Meintjes-kop, 
Sir, Pretoria, September 1, 1902. 


I nave the honour to submit my monthly report on this Camp for August, 
1902. 

Accommodation.—Sullicient. 

General Health —Excellent. 

Rations and Supplies—Good. 

Water Supply.—For the hospital, Superintendent’s quarters, and Scouts’ 
‘Officers’ quarters, natives have to bring up water daily from the stands in the centre 
of the Camp; this entails much extra work, yy tater ed up the hill to the hospital. 

I have again addressed the Waterworks ompany, ut only received the same 
reply, viz.: They are unable to do anything with the pipes and think the main 
feeder is too small for the pressure to be sufficient in this dry season to bring up 
the water to the hospital, &c. I would suggest that a small water cart be supplied 
to meet the difficulty. 

Camp Matron’s Work.—Miss Courtenay Clarke has done Relief Matron’s work 
in investigating cases requiring relief and making out detailed lists of such inmates 
as are in need deserving. 


i 
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Hospital—Mrs. Bolton was transferred from duty to the Burgher Camp, Race 
Course, Johannesburg, and was relieved here by Nursing Sister Paul. Sister White 
was also transferred to Pietersburg on 21st August. 

School.—Very satisfactory. 

General.—The inmates are now anxious to return to the farms, and some family 
or families are daily leaving this Camp. 


I have, &c., 
A. M. Lioyp, Major, 
| Superintendent. 
To’ Director of Burgher Camps, 
Pretoria. 
(12.) 
SIR, Burgher Camp, Pietersburg, September 3, 1902. 


I HAvE the honour to forward my report for the month of August, 1902. 

Site-—The return of this Camp from Pinetown, in Natal, commenced on the: 
Qnd July and finished on the 10th August. It is pitched on the same ground it 
panies before going to Natal, about 14 miles South-West of the town of Pieters- 
burg, on a gentle slope between the railway line and the Zand River. The soil is 
well adapted for a Camp, being of a sandy nature, and being on a slope it is easily 
drained. 

General Health of the Camp.—tThe general health of the Camp is very good, as. 
with the exception of pneumonia and bronchitis, which is generally prevalent in 
this district at this time of the year, there is no sickness. 

Rations and Supplies —Food a Les have been of good quality, and have 
arrived regularly, and no complaints have been made by the inmates of the Camp. 
Coal has been issued in sufficient quantity, but wood has been very scarce. 

W ater—The water is drawn from the Zand River, which skirts the Camp on 
the West, and is of excellent quality, as it flows along a broad sand bed. 

The Camp is supplied by water carts and wagons drawn by donkeys. 

General Eanitayion—The sanitary work is carefully attended to. There are 
thirteen large latrines and five small ones, averaging fourteen buckets, and these 
are cleaned and disinfected regularly by natives under supervision of the Burghers. 
Fresh sand is placed on the floors whenever necessary, and the buckets are changed 
and washed daily. The night-soil is deposited in trenches a mile away from Camp 
and covered in dail . Sweepings and ash from tents are removed daily by donkey 
and ox wagons, eg deposited some distance from Camp. Buckets are kept in the 
rows between tents into which kitchen slops are emptied, and these are cleaned 
regularly and the slops buried with the night soil. Three tumbler carts and one 
wagon with tank specially prepared are used for this service. 

Washing is done in the stream below the Camp. 

Relief Matron.—The Relief Matron has not distributed many things this month 
owing to the removal from Natal, but she has her place fitted up again and is pre- 
pared to go on with her work on the 1st September. She has on hand a quantity 
of goods received from the German Relief Committee as well as a consignment from 
this department. 

Camp Matron.—The Camp Matron is assisted by one certificated nurse and one 
English probationer, and nine itaces probationers or Line nurses. Every tent in 
Camp is visited every morning and cases of sickness are reported to the Matron, who 
in Fi i to the Medical Officer, and if necessary the patient is removed to 
hospital. 

rit is the duty of the Line Nurses to see that tents are kept clean and to attend 
to invalids who are not ill enough to be sent to hospital. 

School——The school is in charge of Mr. W. Weir, Head Master, assisted by 
seven teachers, and was opened on the 25th instant with 200 scholars. 

All desks and seats and equipment were brought back from Natal. Fifteen 
marquees are used for school accommodation and three marquees for teachers 
quarters and mess tents. 

Church.—There is no church in Camp, but those who wish are allowed to attend 
church in Pietersburg. 
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Police —Thirty Burgher Police are kept for keeping order in Camp; they are a 


under the supervision of one sergeant and three corporals. 

Transport.—This item has been very scarce, but latterly the Superintendent, 
Repatriation Depét, has handed over two wagons and oxen for Camp use, and these, 
added to the Gis, gag donkey wagons working in Camp, have soabled the general 
cleaning up and other Camp work to be regularly performed. 

Manufactures—There are no manufactures established since our return from 
Natal. 

Recreations.—The school children have football and cricket, but the adults have 
not taken any interest in these. 

Attitude of People—The people were inclined to be disorderly and impudent 
on first returning from Natal and mixing with their friends who had recently sur- 
rendered, but that spirit has subsided, and the only trace of it now is in getting 
tents cleaned up and other little duties, but the disinclination to conform in this 
respect is due to the knowledge that they will soon return to their farms. 

General—The Town Relief and Scouts’ Camp is nearly empty; it is situated 
quite near Pietersburg, but is attended to and administered by this office. The work 
of sending families home to their farms has commenced, and 49 families went home 
by private conveyance, while 55 families were sent home with the assistance of the 
Repatriation Commission wagons. 98 Prisoners of War returned from exile and 
joined their families in Camp. 

From the Pietersburg Relief and Scouts’ Camp 64 families have gone to their 
farms during the month. 


I have, &e., 
J. E. TUCKER, 
Superintendent. 
To Director of Burgher Camps, 
Pretoria. 
(13.) 
Str, Burgher Camp, Potchefstroom, August 31, 1902. 


I wave the honour to furnish you with the following particulars for 
August :— 
S Staff-—With the exception of one member the general health has been good. 
They have carried out their duties in a most satisfactory manner. 

Accommodation.—During the month we received 200 bell tents, these were most 
acceptable, as they were badly wanted. We have pulled down 200 of the worst we 
had in Camp and erected the new ones in their places. Many of the old ones are 
ce used to patch up others, and the balance are being raid to Burghers leaving 

or farms. 

General Health of Camp.—Excellent. 

Rations and Supplies.—Stocks are very low indeed, owing to delay on the rail- 
way. We have an ample supply in transit, but unless the railway authorities get 
these supplies through the result may be serious. The quality of supplies on hand 
and received from coast is good, but goods received from the Army Service Corps 
are indifferent, and several lots of M and V rations have had to be condemned. 

Water Supply.—Ample and good. 

General Sanitation—Very satisfactory, which is proved by our low death rate. 

Relief Matron’s Work.—A large quantity of soft goods have been issued during 
the month, and we have still a fair supply on hand. omen require a lot of watch- 
ing at present, as they try all sorts of schemes to obtain relief under false pretences, 
so that they may not return to their farms empty handed. 

Schools—Owing to so many families leaving for the country our roll has come 
down to 529. 

The general health of the scholars has been good, and the youngsters are getting 
on famously. 

Attitude of People-—Prisoners of War returning from abroad seem to be well 
Satisfied with the treatment they are receiving. Most of them are being sent to 
farms with their families, shortly after their arrival. If there is any bitterness 
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PorcHEF- at all it is among the women, who don’t mind taking everything they can get free of 
STROOM. charge from Government and show very little gratitude for the same. 


IT have, &c., 
R. Duncan, 
Superintendent. 
To Director of Burgher Camps, 
Pretoria. 
(14) 

STANDER- SIR, Burgher Camp, Standerton, September 1, 1902. 
TON, I HAVE the honour to submit my monthly report on this Camp for August, 


1902 


Census.—The census on the last day of August shows—men 776, women 1,019, 
children 1,097, total 2,892. 

This is a reduction of 475 on the total at the end of July. 779 people have left 
the Camp during the month, and 304 have been taken in. The departures include 
736 sent out to their farms or houses, and the arrivals include 72 Prisoners of War 
returned and 170 transfers from Natal and other Camps. 


Accommodation.—Owing to the arrival of 100 tents we have been able to pro- 
vide tents for families from Natal, as well as for families returning to their farms. 


Repatriation.—About the middle of the month sufficient supplies arrived to 
enable the Repatriation Dep6t here to issue repatriation rations, which had been 
done by the Camp before. 

The great difficulty has been the lack of drivers and leaders, which, added to the 
large number of animals taken over by the depot, has greatly retarded the work of 
returning families to their farms. Attempts have been made to induce Dutch lads 
to engage themselves as leaders and drivers, but they seem very unwilling to do so. 


General Health—tThis is still very satisfactory, only two deaths having occurred 
during the month and no cases of enteric are reported. 

Settling Tanks.—The work on these is still continuing; the floors and sides are 
now being laid. 

Rations and Supplies——These have been epee in in good order. The stock 
of flour was rather low during the month owing to the large demands made during 
the previous month and the early part of August, otherwise we have been able to 
keep pace with the demand. 

Sanitation.—All latrine floors are now cemented, and the other sanitary work 
is satisfactory. 


Schools—The attendance has increased slightly during the month, the average 
being 360. 


Staff —The health of the Staff has been extremely good, and although the work 
has been heavy, particularly at the beginning of the month, the officials have worked 
well. There have been no changes in the Staff during the month. 


I have, &c., 
P. C. Jones, Lieutenant, 
Superintendent. 
To Director of Burgher Camps, 
Pretoria. 
(15) 

VoLkKs- SIR, Burgher Camp, Volksrust, September 4, 1902. 
RUST. I HAVE the honour to send you the following report on this Camp for the 


month of August. 
Staff-—All the members of my staff have striven to do their duty well and 
thoroughly, and I cannot but express my satisfaction at their efforts. 


The only change in the personnel is the arrival of Mr. Forbes, as clerk, on the 
12th August. 
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A ccommodation.—There are 30 new tents left over, being balance of 150 received Vouxs- 
during the month. Those used of the 150 were to replace tents destroyed by the recent RUST. 
high gales experienced here. Many of the old tents now moupied are also in bad 
condition, but I shall have the rest of these repaired as soon as possible. 

General Health of Camp—Except for the outbreak of measles introduced 
directly from Merebank Camp, Natal, the health of the inmates has been good, 

Rations and Supplies.—These are coming from the coast after delay by the 
railway. Our store of tinned meat is low, and the Army Service Corps is closing 
its depot here, but we trust to get supplies from headquarters shortly. 

ater Supply.—The water supply is now all that could be desired; it is turned 
on daily from 6 a.m. till 6 p.m., thus making it no longer necessary for the inmates 
to wash in the Buffalo Spruit, as the two wash-houses are being used for that 
purpose. 
"Genre Sanitation.—A great deal of attention has been paid to this matter, and 
I may report that the sanitary condition is much improved, and all efforts will be 
continued in this direction. 

School_—Unfortunately on account of an outbreak of measles the school was 
closed temporarily by order from the Educational Department, Pretoria. 

Transport.—I have suflicient transport to enable the work of the Camp to be 
done satisfactorily and without delay. 

Attitude of People—There is no room for complaint. I find them quiet and 
easy to manage, and they conform to the rules of the department without any undue 

ressure. 
: General Remaris.—The ex-Burghers are most anxious to get back to their 
farms. On account of the poverty stricken condition of the teams belonging to the 
Repatriation Department here, however, the people cannot be sent away as fast as 
otherwise they might. 

The ex-Burghers have taken the Oath of Allegiance freely, and none have so 
far refused to take it; they prefer to take the Oath before leaving Camp for their 


homes. 
I have, &c., 
D. R. H. Fearuerstone, 

Superintendent. 

To Director of Burgher Camps, 
Pretoria. 
(16) 

SIR, Burgher Camp, Vryburg, September 1, 1902. 


I nave the honour to submit my report on the Burgher Camp at Vryburg for VRYBURG. 
the month of August as follows :— 

The Staff give me every assistance. 

Census.—Men 131, women 206, children 217, total 554. I trust that by the 
end of this month the Camp can be closed. I only wait for “ Fourteen Streams ” 
Repatriation Depé6t coming into working order. 

Accommodation is ainple. 

The General Health is very good. 

Kations and Supplies.—There is never any complaint. 

Water Supply.—Ample in quantity and excellent in quality, only well water is 
now used in camp. 

The General Sanitation is in good order; all night-soil is buried in shallow 
trenches, which are then planted with vegetables. 

Relief Matron’s Work-—This has practically ceased as there is no more need 
for it. 

Police—There are only six in number now, but the people are very amenable 
to any and every order, and six police are ample. 

Transport is sufficient, but the corn and fodder supply is short, and to my regret 
local purchases are necessary. I have put the animals on half rations and shortened 
their working hours. 

Manufactures.—This Camp is almost without exception composed of “ Back 
Veldt Boers,” who are very ignorant and unskilful. I have, however, taught a few 
blacksmith work and rough carpentry, such as would be useful on their farms. 
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The Attitude of the People is excellent, and nothing but the most clumsy and 
tactless handling could upset the good done by these Camps in familiarising the 
Dutch with the “ recht Englishmaan.” 

I have, &c., 
C. McDonatp, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, 
To Director of Burgher Camps, Superintendent. 
Pretoria. 


(17) 
Sir, Burgher Camp, Vereeniging, September 2, 1902. 
I HAVE the honour to submit my monthly report for August, 1902, as 
follows :— 

Accommodation.—There are only a few spare tents available, but not many are 
required, as arrivals into Camp have been very few. 

General Health of ee the bad weather we are having at pre- 
sent, the health of the Camp remains good; there was only one death during the 
month, that being an old man 85 years of age. No enteric or other infectious 
diseases occurred. 

Water Supply—The water remains good and pure. I have had a stone wall 
built at the head of the fountain and a deep cutting round to carry off the surplus 
water. 

Rations and Supplies——These have come well forward during the month, and 
a good reserve stock is kept on hand. 

General Sanitation The Sanitation of the Camp has been good, but it has 
oe difficult to keep the general Camp clean on account of the continual wind and 

ust. 

The latrines have been reduced, averaging one pail to ten persons. 

Relief Matron’s Work.—This lady has not had much to do during the month, 
most people being well supplied with relief goods. 

chool.—The attendance at school has decreased considerably, owing to the 
children having left for their homes; the average attendance of those left in Camp 
is 
: Transport.—All transport used previously in Camp belonged to the inmates, 
and this has now been taken away. I find one span of oxen f aseawred from the 
Repatriation Depot) sufficient for Camp use. 

General Remarks.—The Camp has been reduced this month, roughly, by two 
hundred people. Those remaining are principally families waiting for the return 
of Prisoners of War, and persons and families working in —. he weather has 
been very disagreeable, and most of the large tents have been blown over more than 
once, but fortunately none of the hospital marquees have suffered much damage. 

The burning of bricks made in home was commenced, but, owing to a letter 
received from the Secretary to Vereeniging Estates (which was forwarded to head 
office) the same was discontinued pending instructions. The Repatriation Depart- 
ment have made a good start. The depét was removed to a more suitable site on the 
Town Commonage. Oxen for working purposes have been sold to the farmers at 
a cheap rate. Rations are being inaeed to Burghers returning for the second or 
third month by this department. 

Generally, everything in Camp is working satisfactorily. 

have, &c., 
A. H. Bats, 
To Director of Burgher Camps, Superintendent. 
Pretoria. 
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Governor VISCOUNT MILNER to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. 
(Received October 20, 1902.) 
(Orange River Colony. No. 121.) 


Sik, High Commissioner’s Office, J ohannesburg, September 29, 1902. 
Wirs reference to my despatch, No. 104, of the 10th September,* I have the 
honour to enclose, for your information, a copy of the undermentioned documents 


* No. 153A. is ce 
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on the subject of Repatriation of Boer families in the Orange River Colony and 
Cape Colony. | 


T have, &c., 
MILNER, 
Governor, Orange River Colony. 





Enclosure in No. 161. 
Report ON ORANGE River Cotony CAMPS FOR AUGUST. 


Chief Superintendent, Refugee Camps, 
Government Offices, Bloemfontein, 
My Lorp, Orange River Colony, September 16, 1902 
I nAveE the honour to submit this, my Monthly Report on the Orange River 
Colony Refugee Camps for the month ending August 31st, 1902. 


1. Distribution of Camps.—There has again been a steady decrease this month 
in the number of inmates, the total decrease being 9,480. East London Camp has been 
evacuated and the staff has left, the camp buildings being placed in charge of the 
Public Works Department there. Vredefort Road Camp has also been practically 
evacuated, there being 124 inmates at the end of the month. I have not found it 
bees to evacuate Uitenhage and Norvals Pont Camp as yet, but shall shortly 

0 SO. 

I find the difficulty in the evacuation of the colonial camps lies in the fact that 
the greater proportion of the people are for the northern camps, such as Heilbron, 
Kroonstad, and Winburg, and as some of these are full up, I cannot send any more; 
but as the repatriation work takes the people away to their homes I am enabled to 
send others, from these coast camps to replace them. Dr. Tonkin is at the coast 
camps endeavouring to break them up. 


A list of camps, giving distribution, will be found attached. 


RETURN OF INMATES, 3lsT AUGUST, 1902. 





















Camp. Women. Children. | Total. 
Aliwal North _... ate ma | 348 1,110 1,134 2.592 
Bloemfontein... él ae | 527 1,381 80 2,798 
Brandfort... 382 878 963 2,223 
Bethulie ... 310 637 517 1,514 
Heilbron ... | 190 497 DDS 1,245 
Kroonstad ene aa ra 395 705 842 1,945 
Kimberley en dee ide 343 488 812 1,643 
Norval’s Pont... we oe 242 347 454 1,043 
Springfontein  ... abe the 295 653 710 1,658 
Vredefort Road ... aa “s 38 52 34 124 
Winburg ... oF cake aye 321 516 710 1,547 
Orange River... 4% bs 179 329 284 802 
East London... ss oni Nil Nil Nil Nil 
Uitenhage as Ae ee 149 440 419 1,008 
Kubusie ... sas i sid 149 396 607 1,152 

Toraus ... ..| 3,868 | 8492 | 8,934 | 21,204 
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2. Death Rate-—There was a decrease in the number of deaths this month, but, 
owing to the decrease in the number of inmates, the death rate remains about the 
same. 

Bronchial diseases have again accounted for the majority of deaths, namely, 25, 
and enteric fever for 5. 

On the whole, I think the present death rate is very satisfactory, considering, 
the cold weather we have occasionally had, and the cold winds and dust. 

Statistics* showing distribution of inmates, deaths, and rate per mille per 
annum will be found attached. 

Total average per mille per annum, 19.5. 

There were 34 births during the month, of which 3 were still-born. 

There were 25 marriages during the month. 

Vital statistics* worked out by Dr. Pratt Yule, Medical Officer of Health, Orange 
River Colony, will be found attached. 

A table* showing weekly number of sick in hospital and deaths among the same 
is attached. 

3. Sanitation.—Satisfactory in all camps, and I am glad to be able to report 
that the expenses of this item have been shoe Leds reduced at Kimberley owing t» 
the energetic action on the part of Mr. Saunders, the Superintendent, and Dr. Frew, 
the Senior Medical Officer, who have also maintained a very satisfactory system. 

4. The General State of Health—The General State of Health in camps con- 
tinues satisfactory. The admissions to hospital compare most favourably with the 
numbers admitted last month. The Superintendent at Aliwal North reports a ver 
heavy wind lasting for four or five days in the early part of the month, and on the 14 
a veritable hurricane, during which the Diphtheria Tent was blown down, but which 
was luckily unoccupied at the time. The Superintendent, Kimberley, also reports 
a violent dust storm, which lasted for eight days. 

With the advent of the rainy weather we have, however, the outlook probably 
of Enteric, but I trust we shall be able to prevent this disease to some extent. 

. Financial—The nett expenditure during the month was £67,769 17s. 6d., 
making the total expenditure to 31st August, 1902, £1,234,044 9s. 3d. 

The average nun:oers in camps during August were 24,600, at an average daily cost 
per person of 1s. 93d. 

The cost of clothing, given free to destitute refugees and for hospital use, has been 
£2,547 6s. 3d., and hospital comforts bought during the month have cost £1,605 15s. 7d. 

6. Fuel and Transport-—Arrangements have been made with the Superinten- 
dent of the Native Refugee Camp, Doorn River, to supply 20 trucks of wood weekly, 
also 20 from Karree Siding, and six trucks from Glen, in addition to a certain amount 
from Warmbaths and the Lingham Trading Company. This should satisfy all require- 
ments. I am glad to be able to report that the supply of wood is more satisfactory 
now, and there are no constant complaints regarding this supply. 

Clothing.—Ample. 

All refugees leaving camps are well clothed, and care is also taken that they are 
also well supplied with boots. 

8. npr: pie irk satisfactory, with the exception of the meat supply, of which 
there are still complaints. Owing to the numerous complaints, Mr. Berg! was given 
one month’s notice to terminate the contract, but, according to Your Excellency’s 
decision, he has now been given one month’s grace. 

I still continue to receive complaints regarding the supply of tinned meat, which 
is not enough for repatriation work; in fact, in some of the camps the refugees have 
left for their farms without any meat, but every endeavour is being made to try and 
remedy this. Mr. Bergl, the contractor, lately reports that he has a difficulty in 
obtaining sufficient truckage for sending wp frozen meat for the refugees, and I have 
forwarded his complaint to the Director of Civil Supplies for consideration. I would 
strongly urge that the matter be looked to, as if our tinned meat supply is short, and 
the frozen meat is not sent up regularly, we shall be without any meat in our camps. 

9. General.—Orphanages have been established at Springfontein and Brandfort 
camps, and all orphans who have no one to look after them are being sent there. I 
have given orders to my Superintendents that no orphans are to be allowed to be taken 
away from camps without my sanction. 

I am working with the Educational Department in the question of Orphanages, 








* Not printed. 
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and am collecting all orphans from all Refugee Camps at Springfontein and Brand- 
fort. They will be well looked after, and at the termination of the camps be handed 
over to the Educational Department. 

I have had some correspondence from Major Legget, Officer Commanding National 
Scouts, with reference to employment of Dutch lads as apprentices in railway work- 
shops. I have circulated instructions to my Superintendents, and I hope that parents 
will avail themselves of this opportunity for their sons to learn a trade. I have received 
letters from Superintendents Kroonstad and Bloemfontein giving a list of Dutch lads 
whose parents wish them to be taken on as apprentices. 

The Rev. W. Robertson, Inspector Dutch Reform Church, Orange River Colony, 
is now on a tour of inspection to the various camps with a view to making any further 
suggestions for improving the graveyards in camps. 

A most regrettable accident occurred at the Bloemfontein Railway Station on the 
24th, by which four refugee children were killed, and seven others, adults and children, 
were seriously injured. The signalman and shunter have been before the magistrate 
on a charge of culpable homicide, but as the case is still sub judice, I will make no 
further comments. 

The remaining refugees were removed from the train and I saw that they were well 
r pap for at the railway station. They were sent on to their destination the following 

y. 
Captain Dwyer, the late Superintendent of the Brandfort Camp, who, I am sorry 
to say, is leaving this Department, in his monthly report states: ; 

‘T have always found the people most respectful and, with few exceptions, grateful 
for what has been done. They invariably, when leaving camp, come and thank me for 
all I have done to help them. The returning prisoners of war express their gratitude 
and = sera to be pleased in finding their wives and children well and happy.” 

e have been able to establish workshops in various camps for the repairing of 
repatriation waggons and harness, and I am sure this will be a great assistance in 
getting people away from camps. 

I am glad to be able to report that all my staff have been, and are, working in a 
very satisfactory manner. I have lost several Medical Officers who have been given 
appointments as District Surgeons by the Medical Officer of Health for the Orange 
ade Colony, but I have enough to carry on work in my camps in their present 
numbers. 

Ten nurses have been given passages to England, and I have been asked for five 
matrons for the relief works established in this Colony. 

Five nurses have been given notice to terminate their services and return to 
England but have elected to remain out here and obtain work. It seems to me a 
waste of good material in sending these nurses home, when they can be very useful 
in their professional capacity in the Colony, and every inducement ought to be held out 
to them to remain and work here. At present they can remain in the country and 
claim a passage up to the time the camps are abolished and the accounts closed. With 
a tew exceptions they are very capable women. 

I have, &c., 
JAMES 8. WILKINS, 
Colonel, 
Chief Superintendent Refugee Camps, 
Orange River Colony. 
His Excellency 
The Governor, 
Johannesburg. 





42722 
No. 162. 


Mr. CHAMBERLAIN to Hicu Vommissionsrr VISCOUNT MILNER. 
(Sent 5.25 p.m., October 23, 1902.) 
TELEGRAM. 
[Answered by No. 164.] 


October 23. No. 1. Treasury have decided that any excess expenditure on 
concentration camps over voted provision of £1,200,000 for current financial year 
shall fall on army funds up to 31st December next, but not beyond. How will this 
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affect your finances? To what extent do you expect population of camps will have 
been repatriated by 31st December’ How many left camps during September ? 
How many during October ? | 


44476 
No. 163. 
Mr. CHAMBERLAIN to Governor VISCOUNT MILNER. 
(Sent 1.30 p.m., October 27, 1902.) 
TELEGRAM. 
[Answered by No. 164. | 


October 27. No. 2. What quantity of hutting material do you propose on 
break up of camps to take over from the military authorities ? 





44897 
| No. 164. 
Hicu Commissioner VISCOUNT MILNER to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. 
(Received 10.6 p.m., October 29, 1902.) 
TELEGRAM. 
[See No. 17!.] 

October 29. No. 806. In answer to your telegram, No. 1, 23rd October ;* so far 
as I can judge I shall spend on camps up to 31st December not less than £1,800,000 
and after that date it will cost at least £200,000 to wind up. It is a serious addition 
to the financial difficulty of the immediate future to have to find this sum out of civil 
funds, but I am prepared to do so if I am not also required pay for the material, as 
suggested in your telegram, No. 2, 27th October.| The material, if we did not take 
it, would be almost worthless to the War Office, and I think it only reasonable that 
if relieved of all further charge for camps on 31st December they should cry quits. 

It is difficult to arrive at a near estimate of population which will be in camps 
on 31st December, but I do not anticipate that it will be less than 12,000 or more than 


18,000. Present population in all camps is, roughly, 34,000. 17,260 left camp 
during September; 10,560 during October. 





45317 
No. 165. 
Governor VISCOUNT MILNER to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. 
(Received November 3, 1902.) 
(Transvaal. No. 516.)~ 
SIR, High Commissioner’s Office, Johannesburg, October 6, 1902. 
Witu reference to my despatch, No. 494, of the 29th September,t T have the 


honour to enclose, for your information, a copy of the undermentioned documents on 
the subject of Repatriation of Boer families in Transvaal and Natal. 


I have, &c., 
MILNER, 
Governor. 


SCHEDULE OF ENCLOSURES. 


1. From Director of nung Camps, Pretoria. Letter. September 25, 1902 


2. From Officer Commanding, Native Refugees. Minute. October 2, 1902. 


Enclosure 1 in No. 165. 
Director OF BuRGHER Camps, Pretoria, to Mr. BucHan. 
(Confidential.) 


Dear Mr. Bucuan, Pretoria, September 25, 1902. 
Mr. Duncan told me yesterday that His Excellency thought we were getting 
out too fast the people from the camps. I have thought it best, therefore, to write 


* No. 162. t No. 163. + No, 160. 
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and explain the difficulties of the situation, and I shall be obliged if you will lay 
this letter before His Excellency for his consideration. 


It has been no question of getting the people out: the difficulty has been to keep 
them in long enough to get up rations from the coast to furnish them all with a 
month’s supply before they started. They all stated that if they were to get their 
ploughing and sowing done in time, they must start at once. In some of the camps, 
so urgent were the people on this point, that the Superintendents reported that if 
transport were not found for them from somewhere very soon, there would certainly 
be serious disturbances in the camps. It must be remembered that 7,000 to 8,000 
surrenders had come in, and numerous Prisoners of War, and that these were a very 
different population to one consisting merely of women and children. A large pro- 

ortion of the people who have gone out have provided their own transport, or have 

ired it from affirs and others, and such people could only have been prevented 
from leaving by our withholding the month’s rations and tent which they had been 

romised—a procedure which would have certainly have been resented. Circular 

o. 4502, dictated by His Excellency to me, was, issued directly after the peace, 
advising people to be in no hurry to start. It was absolutely without effect. No 
form of compulsion has been adopted, nor have any Circular Orders been issuea to 
get people out of camp before they wished to go. It was, and is, the interest of all 
officials to keep the camps going as long as possible, and to so retain their appoint- 
ments. It was most unlikely that they would be anxious to empty the camps by 
driving out the people. 


No one has ever complained ‘to me of being sent out prematurely, wherees com 
plaints of being detained in camp by want of transport, &c., are very numerous, as 
the records in my office will show. At Krugersdorp, only a short time ago, this latter 
complaint came from General Kemp on the Commission there, who particulasly 
resented preference, as regards. facilities to get away, being given to National Scouts. 


It is not the fact, as stated in the newspapers, that people are coming back to 
the camps. Members of the family it is true came to the camps to get a second or 
third month’s rations until the Repatriation Depéts were opened, but they did not 
remain there, but returned at once to their farms. These people coming back to 
the camps for rations in this way, rarely complained of anything but the delay in 
supplying them with oxen, ploughs and seed. They said they were employed in 
repairing their houses and getting in a little seed with spade labour. The onl 
Circular Orders which I have issued to people leaving, are the ones which His Excel- 
lency dictated to me at the initiation of Repatriation measures (No. 4502 of June 
4th), and No. 4562 of June 9th. Both these Circular Orders discourage premature 
departure from the camps and are still in force. (Copies attached.) 


Out of 44,000 people in the Transvaal Camps when peace was proclaimed, 22,000 
still remain, and some 9,000 have still to come up from Natal. The character of 
this remaining population, however, is different from the portion which has gone 
home. Whereas the latter comprised the fairly well-to-do, the restless, independent 
and industrious people, it will, I suspect, be found that a considerable portion of 
those now living in the Transvaal Camps will be quite willing to stay on as long as 
they are allowed to do so. A few days ago I heard from one camp that inmates were 
asking for fresh leases of the camp gardens as they are anxious to get 1n their seeds. 


It is my opinion, based upon numerous reports from pie lagna and from 
personal inquiry, that to have attempted at first, by any other means. than advice, 
to detain the people in the camps, would have been politically inexpedient and even 
risky, for the intense longing of most of the people to get back to their homes at an 

cost could not be resisted. atters are now somewhat altered, and with His Excel- 
lency’s approval, I would propose to issue a circular in the attached form, calling 
attention to the one already issued, and again urging caution upon the Burghers in 


leaving the camps before ample provision is ready for effective farming operations. 


Yours, &ce., 
SAML. J. THOMSON, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, 
Imperial Military nace tape 
Director of Burgher Camps. 
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All Superintendents. 
CrrcuLar No. 
Sir, 

I Ave the honour to direct your attention to circular telegram, No. 4562, of 
9th June, and to request that you will point out to all Burghers desirous of leaving 
for their farms, the fact that oxen, ploughs, seed, and the other essentials for starting 
farming satisfactorily, cannot be supplied to all Burghers at once, and that it is 
far wiser to leave their wives and children in the camps and proceed alone to their 
farms and make a start at repairing their houses, &c., before removing their families 
from the camps. All essentials will be supplied as speedily as possible, but the 
immense difficulties involved should be fully explained to them. 


~ [have, &c., 


Director of Burgher Camps. 


THE SUPERINTENDENT, Burgher Camps Department, 

All Camps in Transvaal, ew Law Courts, Pretoria, June 9, 1902. 

Copy of this office telegram, No. 4562, of date, forwarded in confirmation. 

“4562. 9th June. You should endeavour to persuade Burghers who desire 
to go to their homes to start at first by themselves, taking one month’s rations with 
them and leaving their wives and children behind in the camp. They can return 
and fetch their families as soon as the home is réady for them. Tents must not be 
taken away from the camps until the entire family is ready to start. No moves, 
however, should be made until the surrenders are completed, of which notice will 
be sent. If men now surrendering insist on going they must be allowed to go.” 


Captain, 
Imperial Military Secretary, 
Personal Assistant to the Director of 
Burgher Camps. 





Reruce, Pretoria, Reruce, Barberton, Belfast, Irene, Klerksdorp, Middelburg, 
Pietersburg, Standerton, Volksrust, Balmoral, Heidelberg, Johannesburg, 
Krugersdorp, Mafeking, Potchefstroom, Vereeniging, Vryburg. 


4502. June4. With reference to my telegram and circular 170 of 3rd instant, 
it is to be understood that no one is to leave camp until the surrenders are completed 
in the district to which he is returning. You will be kept informed of this date. It 
is probable that the tendency of people will be to leave the camps even when they 
have no means of supporting shunnwelved and you should use your influence to pre- 
vent this. Explain to them that though they are free to go as soon as surrenders 
are completed, which will probably be a matter of a few days, it is in their interest 
to wait until Government is able to send them out properly equipped, for which all 
preparations are being made as fast as possible. 





Enclosure 2 in No. 165. 
OrriceR ComManpincG, NATIVE REFUGEES, Transvaal, to Mr. Bucuan. 
Re Repatriation of Transvaal and Orange River Colony Native Refugees in Natal. 


J. Bucuan, Esq., 
Secretary to His Excellency 
the High Commissioner, Johannesburg, October 2, 1902. 
Durinc the month of September the following natives have been repatriated 
from Natal to the Orange River Colony and Transvaal :-— 


From Upper Tugela :—Men, 309; Women, 361: Children, 496; Total 1,166. 
From Ladysmith :—Men, 226; Women, 309; Children, 503; Total, 1,038. 
From Newcastle :—Men, 333; Women, 454; Children, 583; Total, 1,370. 


Of which number, 3,574 only 103 went to the Transvaal. The balance remaining 


to be repatriated numbers approximately 3,300 natives; these should all be gone by 
the end of October. 
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The work of redeeming the Military receipts held by the natives has proceeded 
in conjunction with the repatriation. Arrangements have been made to pay at 
Harrismith and Newcastle. I have not got the figures from the former place, but 
about £2,000 has been paid out, to date, at Newcastle. 
G. J. DE LOTBINIERE, 
Major, Royal Engineers, 
Officer Commanding, Native Refugees, 





Transvaal. 
45246 
No. 166. 
GOVERNOR Sir H. E. McCALLUM to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. 
(Received November 3, 1902.) 
[ Copy to War Office, December 2,1902. L.F.] 
(No. 271.) 
Sir, Government House, Pietermaritzburg, Natal, October 8, 1902. 


[ wave the honour to forward, herewith, copy of report by Sir Thomas Murray 
on the Natal Concentration Camps for the month of September. 
I have, &c., 
HENRY McCALLUM. 


Enclosure in No. 166. 
GENERAL SUPERINTENDENT OF BurGHER Camps, Natal, to Governor. 
Timber Street, Pietermaritzburg, October 6, 1902. 


Monthly Report for September, 1902. 
Your EXxce.iEncy, 
Tue work of the month has been sending people back, closing up Camps and 
disposing of buildings in addition to the usual work. 

Wentworth Camp was emptied on the 22nd ultimo by transposing the balance 
to Jacobs. Petree) Camp would have been closed by the end of the month, but 
I have had great difficulty in getting meat and biscuits from the Military, Army 
Service Corps Department, to enable me to issue the 30 days’ rations, and have had 
. detain a large number who were ready to go. I hope to close this Camp in a few 

ays. 








Inmates in Camps on Ist September were __... re 11,627 
Arrivals during the month a aa es 138 

Total... Hy a 11,765 
Departures during the month... 4 bes i 2,896 
In Camps 30th September, 1902 ... iat v6 sn 8,869 





The staff in each Camp is being reduced as far as possible, and other expenditure 
carefully watched as the Camps decrease. I have given Howick Staff notice and 
hope to close that Camp this month. 


Finance.— £ s. d. 
Total expenditure to 31st August, as per 


August report = i 344,301 8 7 
For September, 1902.— 

Construction and Equip- 

Hient’ .,. al i. £1,237 10 0 

Maintenance and _ other 

charges aes as’ B20677 42-5 

—____—— 21,915 2 5 
Total Expenditure to 30th September ... £366,216 11 0 


12179 2T 
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Camps.—The total number in Camps on the 30th September was 8,869, being :— 





Ladysmith ... ei oe ie iss re aa 462 
Howick ays ney on va es i nut 702 
Maritzburg ae by me sine bat ie 1,714 
Jacobs “as 3s 5 i ee roe ta tee 2,490 
Merebank ... a rhe a e ae wh 3,501 

OCME sua as 8,869 





Health—This continues good in all Camps. The number of deaths for the 
month was 16, being :— 


Ladysmith.—Child, under twelve, 1 ... 1 
Howick.—Man, 1 pai abi oes cd 1 
Maritzburg.— Woman, 1; Child, under one, 1 2 
Jacobs.—Man, 1; Woman, 1 ... aie ue, 2 
Wentworth.—Nil his oy ae we oy wooo 

Merebank.—Man, 1; Woman, 1; under twelve, 1; under 
five, 1; under one, 6 hi . iss ah: dey EG 
Total... cat te 


Education—This continues while there are any inmates in a Camp, but of 
course the numbers are decreasing very quickly. 

Religion.—Many of the Dutch Ministers have left, but services are still con- 
tinued by lay preachers in the Camps. 

Clothing.—A considerable quantity has had to be issued. Many of those left 
in the Camps are of the poorer classes. 

Food, Fuel and Stores.—These have been supplied as usual. 

Transport.—According to contract. This is reduced from time to time, and 
the expense at once ceases. | 

Employment.—Many of those still in Camps continue to obtain work. 

General.—The month has been a very quiet one and there is nothing of much 
importance to report. Returning Prisoners of War come to the Camps to join their 
families. 

T have, &c., 
Tuos. K. Murray, 
General Superintendent of Burgher Camps. 


To His Excellency : 
The Governor of Natal, 
Pietermaritzburg. 





46242 
No. 167. 
Governor Sir H. E. McCALLUM to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. 
(Received November 8, 1902.) 
[Copy to War Office, January 3, 1903. LL.) 
(No. 282.) 


Government House, Pietermaritzburg, Natal, 
Sir, October 15, 1902. 
I Ave the honour to transmit to you a copy of a despatch to the High Com- 
missioner forwarding the Annual! Report on Nntal Concentration Camps for the year 
ending 30th September, 1902. 
T have, &c., 
HENRY McCALLUM. 


331 


Enclosure in No. 167. 
GoveRNoR, Natal, to High CommissIONER. 


(Natal. No. 397.) 
Government House, Pietermaritzburg, 
My Lorp, Natal, October 15, 1902. 
I wave the honour to forward for your information Annual Report on the Con- 
centration Camps, Natal, for the year ending 30th September last. 

2. The establishment of these camps in Natal as an Imperial undertaking under 
my immediate supervision and responsibility was rendered possible by the correct 
and sympathetic attitude adopted by my Ministers, from whom I have received every 
assistance during a period which has been attended with no inconsiderable anxiety. 

3. My best thanks are also due to Your Lordship for the free hand which you 
have given me in dealing with the many problems and questions as they arose. The 
advent of so many burghers into the Colony, the construction, organization and admin- 
istration of so many standing camps, the curtailment of expenditure, and, at the same 
time, the initiation of movements calculated to improve the inmates both in mind and 
body have demanded much time and attention. I have been amply rewarded by the 
knowledge that these camps have proved of the utmost benefit to their inmates socially, 
physically, and economically, and! that, therefore, the funds which have been spent 
thereon have been far from wasted. 

4. Sir Thomas Murray as General We ae or Chief Executive Authority 
under me, has worked indefatigably. is knowledge of Dutch and of Boer idio- 
syncrasies has been of the greatest value, and I attribute the remarkable success of 

ese Camps in Natal as due greatly to his patience and firmness, and that in this work 
he has been ably supported by his Superintendents, particularly by Mr. Bousfield at 
Merebank, Mr. Struben at Pietermaritzburg, and Dr. Hunter at Howick: 

T have, &c., 
Henry McCativm. 
His Excellenc 
The High Commissioner for South Africa, 
&e., S0,, «, &e., 
Johannesburg. 


GENERAL SUPERINTENDENT OF BuRGHER Camps, Natal. 
Timber Street, Pietermaritzburg, October 14, 1902. 
Annual Report. 


October, 1901, to October, 1902. 
Your EXcELLENcY, 

On the 1st October it was a year since the administration of Burgher Camps 
was assumed by the Civil Authorities, and it may be interesting to review the work 
of the year. 

The work of establishing new camps, making all arrangements for providing food, 
clothing, fuel, sanitary arrangements, water supplies, transport, medical and other 
Staffs, and receiving inmates as quickly as possible has entailed an enormous amount of 
work and supervision, especially when it is remembered that this had all to be done in 
one office. 

The Pay Department alone, which has always been strictly under my supervision, 
has been very heavy. We have bought locally in small parcels from dozens of different 
men, and had no large contracts. is involved considerable monthly offers from all 
firms tendering, and paying each account by cheque monthly, all signed by myself. 

The total amount expended under all heads for the twelve months, amounts to 
£366,216 11s. Od., of which £128,023 6s. 9d. was expended upon construction and 
equipment, much of which is being, and will be, recovered from the sale of buildings 
and material. 

The total number of people that have been admitted to camps in Natal is about 
27,750. This does not include our own Staff or natives and others employed in the 
camps. On the whole I think we can fairly estimate that we have had nearly 30,000 
to find and provide for. 

The serious epidemics of Measles, Whooping Cough, Scarlatina, and Enteric 
Fever caused every care and attention to be taken regarding the sanitation and hospital 
accommodation of the camps. 
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The total number of deaths from all causes during the year has been 736, being 
44 men, 139 women, 97 children over 5, and 456 under 5. When it is remembered 
that hardly any of these people had previously gone through any of these epidemics, 
and that we had mostly women, children, and feeble people to deal with, I do not 
think the death rate is high. I am also convinced that many lives were saved by the 
excellent hospital treatment. Numbers of chronic complaints have been received. 
Skilful operations have been performed at no cost to them, which would, in ordinary 
times, have been beyond the reach of these people, and, even if possible, would have 
cost them large sums of money. The whole population has been rendered immune 
from these epidemics and received an amount of medical attention which will benefit 
them for years to come. 

The number of Births has been 236. 

The education of the children, though not directly under my supervision, has 
caused considerable work. All Buildings, Furniture, Teachers’ Quarters and Rations, 
has fallen upon this Department. 

At one time there were over 5,000 children in schools. 

The Medical Staff and Nursing Staff (no small undertaking) have also been 
managed without any Principal Medical Officer. Much of my time has been taken 
up in smoothing over disagreements and jealousies. 

Altogether eight (8) camps have been established: Ladysmith, Howick, Maritz- 
burg, Mooi River, Pinetown, Jacobs, Wentworth and Merebank. Pietersburg Camp 
was first moved to Colenso then on to Pinetown, and now back again to Pietersburg. 

Since the surrender of the Boer Generals 18,236 souls hate beet sent away from 
our camps, some to reside in this Colony; many to their own homes, and a number to 
camps in the Transvaal. All have travelled in covered carriages, and have been pro- 
vided with rations. The providing of trains and trucks has been satisfactorily arranged 
with the N. G. Railways. 

A Depot of fifty (50) Tents under a Superintendent was fixed at Nqutu Road, 
to receive and forward those people returning to Vryheid and Utrecht Districts. This 
has been a great convenience to them. 

Every effort has been made to provide employment for the Burghers in camps, 
and they have always been paid for any regular employment. The Police, Rations 
Issuers, Assistant Hospital Nurses and Dutch School Teachers have been paid. The 
total so paid to inmates of the camps has amounted to over £10,000. 

Many have also earned good wages outside the camps, which has always been 
allowed as far as possible. A good deal of the building in camp has also been done 
by paid Burghers. School Furniture, Coffins, Bedsteads, &c., have also been made 
in camps, and paid for. 

I have always had ag jee: appuratene from Boer families to be admitted to the 
camps. Many well to do families have been allowed to reside on parole in different 
parts of the Colony. 

The food supplied has always been of excellent quality. The best frozen meat is 
issued three times a week. Good bread daily. Tea, coffee, sugar, preserved milk, 
rice, meal, potatoes, and onions have been regularly issued. Plenty of good, dry fire- 
wood has also been supplied. Medical comforts of every description have been freely 

rovided for the sick. In fact the very best hospital treatment, with fresh eggs and 
resh milk have always been Hg for the side 

A committee of leading Dutch women has been selected in each camp to enquire 
into cases needing clothing and to assist the Superintendent in distributing it. 

Dutch Ministers have been allowed in all camps, and, where their conduct has 
been fair they have received considerable bonuses in lieu of salary. 

I have been fortunate in securing many excellent officers on my staff, who have 
taken a pride in working the Department efficiently and economically. Mr. Noble, 
my Assistant Superintendent, has been a great help to me. 

In conclusion I thank Your Excellency for the interest you have always taken in 
the work, and for your uniform kindness to me. 

I have, &c., 
Tuos. K. Murray, 
General Superintendent of Burgher Camps. 
To His Excellency 
The Governor of Natal, 
Pietermaritzburg. 
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46248 
No. 168. 


Governok VISCOUNT ‘MILNER to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. 
(Received November 8, 1902.) 


(Orange River Colony. No. 1381.) 


High Commissioner’s Office, Johannesburg, 
Sir, October 20, 1902. 
Wiru reference to my despatch, No. 121, of the 29th September,* I have the 
honour to enclose, for your information, a copy of the Monthly Report for September 
of Boer Camp at Port Elizabeth. 
igre I have, &c., 
MIL 


NER, 
Governor. 


Enclosure in No. 168. 
Miuirary Secretary to Hic Commissioner, Johannesburg. 


Monthly report of the General Work of the Refugee Camp at Port Elizabeth 
is Lopate’ herewith, in accordance with instructions from Army Head Quarters, 
Pretoria, dated 16th November, 1901. 


J. R. Watsu, Captain, 
Staff Officer, Prisoners of War, 
For Major General, 
Commanding Cape Colony District. 


The Castle, Cape Town, 
October 2, 1902. 


Boer Exile Camp, September 27, 1902. 
I certify that during the month ending 27th September, 1902, there have been 
twenty-one cases of illness (viz., eight women and thirteen children) in above Camp. 
here has not been a death or case of infectious disease during that time. 


A. E. CHAMBERS, 
Civil Surgeon. 


Si, Boer Exile Camp, Port Elizabeth, September 27, 1902. 
I HAVE the honour to enclose the Medical Officer’s Report for the month. The 
health of the camp continues good. 
The food supplied has been of good quality, and I have received no complaints. 
The sum of £4 10s. has been given to destitute families leaving for other 
Camps, from the Canteen Fund. 
ists are enclosed of males over 16 years in Camps, and all men, women, and 
children who have left Camp. 
T have, &c., 


W. H. Fenner, Captain, 
Commandant, Boer Exile Camp, 
Port Elizabeth (Camp. 
The Station Staff Officer, 
Port Elizabeth. 


ee = - —_—— Ss — SO 
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RETURN OF EXILES IN CAMP AT PorT ELIZABETH FOR MONTH OF SEPTEMBER, 1902. 


oo Nila No. in Camp. iy Ding Deaths. Births. Remarks. 








WHITE— 
Men 
Women... 


Children 








CoLOURED— 


Children Jay ies 





Total 






W. H. FENNER, Captain, 
Officer Commanding Exile Camp, Port Elizabeth. 


Port Elizabeth, 
September 27, 1902. 


rs. List OF MALES OVER 16 YEARS OF AGE WHO HAVE LEFT CAMP AT PORT ELIZABETH 
since Report dated 27th August, 1902. 


Names. Age. Nationality. | Date, Destination, 
Meyer, N. W. one 35 Orange RiverColony | 27th August .-- | Ventersburg Rd. 
Coops, J. M. ... ae 65 Transvaal ... eas es .-- | Irene Camp. 
du Plessis, J.... ibe 16 British wes rey * .. | Fish River. 
Pelser, D. P. ... oon 40 Transvaal ... ... | 28th August .-- | Irene Camp. 
Maritz, C. J. ... 63 44 x tes 4a h ..» | Barberton. 
van der Walt, J. —... 16 British ... sie ‘4 ..- | Colesberg. 


de Klerk, J. P. aks 32 ‘Transvaal ... ... | 5th September ... | Johannesburg Camp. 
du Plessis, G. oss au. _ see ne cs .-- | Johannesburg. 
Duvenhage, W. Bes 17 Orange RiverColony| 8th September ... | Springfontein Camp. 


Duvenhage, A. ‘a 18 a od re ‘5 vee Ps 
de Bruyn, N.... sas 338 Transvaal ... ... | 9th September ... | Barberton Camp. 
Greeff, F. J. ... ee 25 fe Lid tee i abs bg 3 
Papenfus, C. ... oes 40 = bes ..- | llth September ... | Johannesburg. 
Mulder, H. J. vss 33 rs Jee ... | 15th September ... “ 

Devenaar, R.A. ... 68 Orange RiverColony | 16th September ... | Springfontein Camp. 
Devenaar, D. ©. ah 32 " ye % ‘ $a < - 
Stockenstroom, F. ... 16 Pa <: * | _. ies 4 * 


W. H. FENNER, Captain, 
Commandant, Boer Exile Camp, Port Elizabeth. 
Port Elizabeth, 
September 27, 1902. 
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List oF WOMEN AND CHILDREN (ORIGINALLY INMATES) WHO HAVE LEFT CAMP AT 
Port ELIZABETH since Report dated August 27th, 1902. 


Names. 


Mrs. Meyer... ae 
» Marais = «« oba 
» Coetzee 
» Jansen 
» McKinnon 
»  Roussouw ... ies 
» Oberholzer, 8. 

» Duvenhage, M. 
» Jooste, A. ... 

» Porter, J.C. 

, Duvenhage, E. 
» Proudfoot, A. 
» Stockenstroom 
» Devenaar ... 


» Klussen, D. 


, Robertson... 
» Geel, J. 
»» Geel, C. A. 


| Children. 


we C62 Se oS US 


27th August 


” 
” 
” 
” 
” 
8th September 
” 
” 


” 


12th September 

15th September 

16th September 
” 

22nd September 

24th September 

26th September 


” 


Destination. 


Ventersburg. 


Fish River. 


Jagersfontein. 


” 


Springfontein Camp. 


” ” 






Port Elizabeth, 


September 27, 1902. 


ae 


'W. H. KENNER, Captain, 


Commandant, Boer Exile Camp, Port Elizabeth. 


List OF WOMEN AND CHILDREN FROM H.M.S. “ BAVARIAN” WHO HAVE LEFT CAMP aT 
PorT ELIZABETH since Report dated August 27th, 1902. 


Names. 


Mrs, Bonjsen 
» Krancamp... 
» Maritz 
» Pelser, D.... 
» Britz 
» Riekerk 
Miss Fouris 
Mrs. v. d. Walt... 
,» Theron ... doe 
, Conradie ... 
»  Voster 


, Gerritsen ... 


Children. 


coo Oo CO WH Ww 


Se —- Co 


Destination. 


Norvals Pont 
Aliwal North 
Barberton 
Irene Camp 
Johannesburg ... 
Burghersdorp ... 
” 
Colesberg 
Belmont... 
Colesberg 


Johannesburg ... 


lst September. 


Names. 


Mrs. Homan 
», Oosthuizen 
» v.d. Westhuizen.., 
» Lubke 
» Theron, L. M. 
~ auToit 
» Pieterse 
» Wessels 
»  Veldman .. 
» Ferreira 
» de Klerk, J. P. 
» du Plessis... see 
» Fenner 
» de Klerk ... eos 
Miss Swanton ... 
Mrs. Potgieter ... 
» Verwey 
ov. Veuren.. 
» Lombardt... 
» du Bruyn... 
» Greef, F. J. 
»  Bremmer ... 
» de Villiers... dee 
» Eaton 
» Naude 
»  Trollip 
» Ungerer 
» Landro 
»  Pelser, H.... 
» Ungerer, S. 
» Vo d. Berg’... 
» Rosendaal ... 
» Mulder 
» Kruger 


»  Wilemse ... one 


Children, 


1 
ae ae a ee ee ee aewenere © F&F QA O&O &O KH & DH PS | 
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a own we = 


336 


Destination, 


Johannesburg ... 


” 


Johannesburg Camp ... 


” 
Johannesburg ... 
” 
” 
” 


” 


Barberton Camp 


Johannesburg Camp ... 


Johannesburg ... 

is se 
Johannesburg Camp 
Aliwal North 
Machadodorp 
Johannesburg Camp 

” ” 

” ” 


Barberton Camp 


” ” 
Johannesburg ... 
” 
” 
” 
” 


” 


Pretoria ... 


Belfast 


Johannesburg Camp ... 


” ” 


Middelburg Camp 


Johannesburg ... 


” 


Date. 


1st September. 


” 

brd September, 
” 
” 


4th September. 
5th September. 


” 
” 
” 
” 
9th September, 
” 
” 
” 
” 
” 
10th September. 
” 
19th September. 
10th September. 


” 


llth September. 


” 


” 


” 


12th September. 
15th September. 
llth September. 
19th September. 





Port Elizabeth, 


September 27, 1902. 


W. H. FENNER, Captain, 
Commandant, Boer Exile Camp, Port Elizabeth. 
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47408 
No. 169. 


Governor VISCOUNT MILNER to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. 
(Received November 15, 1902.) 
[Copy to War Office, December 12,1902. LL.) 


(Orange River Colony. No. 134.) 
High Commissioner's Office, Johannesburg, 

Sir, October 27, 1902. 
Wir reference to my despatch, No. 131, of the 20th October,* I have the 
honour to enclose, for your information, a copy of a letter from the Chief Super- 
intendent, Refugee Camps, Orange River Colony, on the subject of Repatriation of 
Boer families in the Orange River Colony and Cape Colony. | 

I have, &c., 
MILNER, 
Governor. 


Enclosure in No. 169. 
CHIEF SUPERINTENDENT, Refugee Camps, Orange River Colony, to Hicu Commissroner. 


My Lorp, Bloemfontein, October 16, 1902. 
I nAve the honour to submit this my Monthly Report on the Orange River 
Colony Camps for the month terminating on the 30th September, 1902. 

1. Distribution of Camps.—The steady decrease in the number of inmates of the 
camps is still being maintained, and shows a total of 4,289 persons as having left the 
various camps for their homes during the month. 

Since my last report I have been able to close Vredefort Road Camp, and in the 
course of a short time I hope to also close Uitenhage, Norvals Pont, and Orange 
River Camps. Dr. Tonkin is now being busily employed in breaking up the former. 

A list of camps showing distribution will be found attached. 

2. Death Rate——The total deaths during the month for the camps has been 
exceptionally low, reaching the small total of 24, as against 42 in the pene similar 
period, and bringing the average death rate per maifle per annum down to 15.00 as 
against 19.5 for last month. 

Pneumonia and Bronchial diseases have accounted for the greater percentage of 
deaths. Only one death has been caused from Enteric Fever. 

The Madieal Reports from all camps remark upon the excellent health prevailing ; 
the total admission for all camps amounting to 212 persons, among which many admis- 
sions have been for trivial accidents. 

This I consider to be very satisfactory. 

Statistics showing distribution of inmates, deaths, and rate per mille per annum 
will be found attached. 

The average per mille per annum is 15.00, 

There have been 24 births during the month. 

There have been 24 deaths during the month. 

The total number of marriages amount to 13. 

A table enumerating weekly number of sick in Hospital and deaths amongst 
such is also attached. 

Vital statistics compiled by Dr. Pratt Yule, Medical’ Officer of Health, Orange 
River Colony, attached herewith. | 

3. Sanitation—Reported upon by all camps as very satisfactory. 

4. Water.—Supplies ample, and quality good. 7 

5. General State of Health—vVery good in all camps. Kimberley, Orange 
River, and Uitenhage report no deaths during the month. 

, The weather on the whole appears to have been fair, with the exception of a few 
gales. 

Bloemfontein Camp was visited by a severe hailstorm, which demolished both 
the Superintendent’s Office, and the Head Quarter Staff Mess. Happily no one was 
severely hurt, although one of the staff was considerably bruised and shaken. This 
storm did a great deal of harm to papers, books, &c., in the office, in consequence of 

* No. 168. t Death statistics for September, 1902, only printed. 
12179 oy 
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which the Office Marquee is being taken down and the office transferred to an iron 
building. : 
So far I am glad to report that the camps are almost entirely free from Enteric 
Fever, and as previously stated only one death has occurred from that disease, viz., 
at Kroonstad Camp. . 

There have been Sporadic Cases of Scarlet Fever in Bethulie and Orange River 
in consequence of wiih calor have been issued preventing Refugees leaving these 
vamps for towns, and Relief Camps until the cases of Scarlet Fever have ceased. 

6. Financial—The nett expenditure during the month was £82,746 12s. 1d., 
making the total to 30th September, 1902, £1,316,791 2s. 1d. ; 

The average number in camp were 18,600 at an average daily cost per person of 
2s. 11 


The cost of clothing given free to destitute Refugees and for hospital use has been 
£3,702 6s. 8d., and hospital comforts paid for amount to £1,185 5s. 10d. 

The figures under review have been largely increased, owing to certain Meat 
Ration Accounts (amounting to £14,900) being held over, owing to dispute with the 
Contractors, whilst the amounts paid for clothing refer to the months of May and 
June. 

7. Fuel and Transport.—The supply of wood and coal is sufficient for all de- 
mands, the coal, however, is reported upon as being of poor quality. 

Transport is also sufficient for requirements, and no complaints have been made 
in this Department, except that the Repatriation Board do not appear to have suffi-- 
cient transport, and are somewhat slow in getting families away from the camps to 
their farms. 

8. Clothing —Plentiful. A quantity of boots have been made at the various 
shoemakers shops in the camps, and are being daily distributed amongst those whom 
the Camp Matrons consider are mostly in need of same. Clothing is also being 
supplied to all Refugees leaving camp. 

9. Supplies.—On the whole are satisfactory. Complaints are still being made as 
to the Meat supply. I am endeavouring to have this remedied. 

10. General—Horse sickness. Glanders has Broken out in the Bloemfontein 
Refugee Camp during the month, seven horses being shot. This was done by the 
orders of Veterinary-Surgeon de la Hunt, who was attending them. Two more are 
now under supervision for the same disease. The stables have been thoroughly dis- 
infected, and have remained closed since the outbreak. The horses have been 
picketed in the open. 

Orphanages.—These are now in good working order and orphans are being re- 
moved there from the camps. The children are very well looked after, and very well 
cared for. Reports from Brandfort and Springfontein state that the children are very 
ie es their new quarters. 

patriation.—The work in the camps, repairing Repatriation waggons and har- 
ness is progressing, the work being done both carefully and well. 

Tree Planting—In many of the camps trees have been planted, and with very few 
exceptions are doing very well. 

Reduction of Staff—I am now rapidly decreasing the staff at the various camps, 
owing to their being gradually broken wp. Colonial Nurses have nearly all been given 
one month’s notice to terminate their respective agreements with this Department, 
a hie English Nurses are leaving South Africa for England on or about the 15th 

ctober. 

Up to date 14 nurses have returned home, and 17 have received notice to termi- 
nate agreement. Some of these will, no doubt, elect to remain in South Africa until 
the final closing of the camps at their own expense, in which case they will be allowed 
a free passage back to England. In addition to these 54 still remain on duty in the 
camps, but will be adually drafted to England as occasion demands. I am hesi- 
tating to reduce our Nursing establishment to too low a scale, as the Typhoid season 
is now approaching. Without further comment, 

have, &c., 
James 8. WILKINS, 
Colonel, Imperial Milita Secretary, 
Chief Superintendent, Refugee Camps, 


Orange River Colony. 
To Lord Milner, 
High Commissioner. 
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Deata STAtTIstics FoR SEPTEMBER, 1902. 







Camp. ‘ eaten ayer rile 

Aliwal North... avd th oe | Boe 1 20°5 
Bloemfontein = bv wei] (2,104 5 21°9 
Brandfort ... Ses ye ne | 2.138 1 56 “ 
Batitiies: +icubimg! odaliss TO BD 2 15°9 
Heilbron kaa dé seq sais|. 1s:: de kee 5 53°6 
eiuasll bh,” ae inbagiaes 2 13-9 
Kimberley... sd “ nam | 1,406 0 00°0 
Norvals Pont... we Sty wed | 569 0 00-0 
Springfontein re wae | 1,663 1 72 
Winburg a4 dike sive écéy|'¢ LORS 3 23°5 
Orange River... abs tee ok, 683 0 00-0 
Uitenhage ... = «. a ah 733 0 000 
ete cae ibs blared Kee 1 123 
Vredefort Road Fee ae aah 33 () 00:0 

Dotsles a ytiawl> pot) A ae Bae 


Average death rate for month 15.00 per mille per annum. 


ee 
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No. 170. 


Governor VISCOUNT MILNER to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. 
(Received November 15, 1902.) 


(Transvaal. No, 564.) 
High Commissioner’s Office, J ohannesburg, 

SIR, October 27, 1902. 
Wiru reference to my despatch, No. 560, of even date,* I have the honour to 
enclose for your information a copy of the undermentioned documents on the subject 

of Repatriation of Boer families in Transvaal and Natal. 
I have, &c., 
MILNER, 

Governor. 





SCHEDULE OF ENCLOSURES. 


1. Monthly report for Se pare on Transvaal Camps.t 

2. Circulars issued from patriation Department,{ Nos. 1, 3, 5, 8, 15, 16, 19, 
23, 25, 26, 32, 33, 35, 36, 38, 40, 42, 43, 44, 45, and 46. 

8. Circular from Treasury to Chairmen, Repatriation Commissions and Super- 
intendents of Depots. 





————— 


— 


* 47384 : not printed, it transmitted copy of the enclosures in No. 168. 
+ Sub-enclosures : not printed. t Nos. 3, 23, 26, and 32 only printed. 
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Enclosure 1 in No. 170. 


Tue DrrecTor or BurGHER Camps, Pretoria, to Hica Commissioner, Johannesburg. 


My Lorp, October 22, 1902. 

I HAvE the honour to submit herewith the General Report on the Burgher 
Camps in the Transvaal for the month of September. The reports of Inspectin 
Assistants and of Superintendents and Medical Officers of Camps are also forwarde 
herewith, and the usual Statistical Returns are attached. 

There was not very much to record during the month under report. The Camps 
continue’ to be very healthy—the death rate per mille per annum was 21.6, and the 
sickness very slight. The attitude and conduct of the inmates is good, and whatever 

eneral feelings of antagonism may be latent among them, their demeanour toward 

e officials oF the camps is friendly and satisfactory. No changes of importance 
occurred in the general and sanitary administration. In view of the lessening popu- 
lation of the camps, I am gradually reducing the Staff as opportunity occurs. 

The total number of persons in the camps on September 30th was 19,967. 

This population is of a somewhat different character to that which has left. The 
latter mostly comprised the fairly well-to-do, the energetic, and industrious people, 
with interest and ownership in land, and whose sole thought was to get back to their 
farms and occupations as speedily as possible. Such people had been advised, in a 
Circular order drawn up and issued under Your Excellency’s instructions, to wait until 
arrangements were more advanced, or at all events to go out at first by themselves and 
return for their wives and families when the home was ready. This advice, however, 
was seldom heeded, and they clamoured for the tent and a month’s rations, which 
they had been promised, to enable them to start at once. "Here and there, where a 
man’s farm was situated close to a camp, he would leave his wife and children behind, 
but in the vast majority of cases, the family declined to be parted, and, perhaps, after 
their long separation nothing else was to be expected. Whether the departing 
burghers were wise is another matter, but their desire was natural, and it is certain 
that to have placed impediments in their way would have led to very grave discontent, 
and even disturbance. Calm consideration might have suggested the impossibility 
of providing a large agricultural population with adequate means for successful 
husbandry in so short a time, but they know, and correctly argued, that to ensure an 
early crop, no time was to be lost in starting ploughing and sowing. Probably even 
a greater incentive to quit the camps for their farms was the intense love of home 
which all Boers, born, bred, and shee all their lives, in one locality, appear to possess. 
Thousands began to pack up their belongings on the very first intimation of peace hav- 
ing been declared. 

There appears to be a widespread impression that those burghers who have 
started for their farms and are unable to carry on satisfactory agricultural operations, 
are returning to the camps. The general acceptance of this theory, even among the 
leading Boers themselves, m8 to indicate a very considerable change of opinion 
as to the treatment the people have received, and are likely to receive, there. But, 
as a matter of fact, I have ascertained by inquiry from the Superintendents of all 
Camps that practically no people have come Back Members of the family returned, it 
is true, for a second or third month’s rations, pending the opening of the Repatriation 
Depots, but they did not remain, and having obtained their supplies of food, returned 
to their farms. Their complaint was the difficulty in obtaining cattle, ploughs, and 
seed, but they stated that meanwhile they were repairing their homes and getting in a 
certain amount of seed, either by spade labour, or with the help of their neighbours, 


who might possess, and were willing to lend, the necessary appliances and animals for 


commencing farming operations. 

I anticipate that now the land owners and the restless and more energetic spirits 
have gone, a very considerable proportion of the remaining inmates of the camps will 
be in no hurry to quit their quarters, and it will be necessary to consider how such 
persons should be dealt with. They will fall mostly into three classes—the people who 
are willing to work, but have no work to do; the people who, while capable, are 
by no means anxious to work; and lastly, the helpless, cripples, blind, &c. whom the 
State will have to take care of for some time to come. { have called for returns 
(necessarily imperfect) as to the probable number of people of each class remaining in 
each camp. As the camps decrease in size, and the season advances, I expect that the 
rate at which people leave will become slower and slower. Nevertheless, as the 
teports of Superintendents indicate, so long as prisoners of war and people from Natal 


| > 
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are returning to the camps to fetch their wives and children, the exodus will continue, 
and the population of the camps will steadily decrease. I have repeated the caution 
against precipitate departure, but I confess that I have little anticipation of its 
producing much effect. | 

The usual list of promotions, resignations, transfers, &c., is attached. I regret 
to have to report the death of Dr. Cossens, from heart disease, at Klerksdorp. Dr. 
Cossens was a kind and skilful officer, and I regret his loss. 


I have, &c., 
SAMUEL J. THomson, C.I.E., 


Lieutenant-Colonel, I.M.S., 
Director of Burgher Camps. 





SuB-ENCLOSURES. 


[Not printed. ] 
Statistical Returns. 
Synopsis of Death Returns. 
Circulars Nos. F 21, 207, 208, 209, 210, 211, 212, 213, 214, 215, 216, 4,608. 
Reports, Inspector Mr. C. E. W. Sands. 
Camp Reports and Returns by Superintendents. 


Enclosure 2 in No. 170. 
SECRETARY FOR REPATRIATION, Pretoria, to SUPERINTENDENT, Repatriation Depot. 
(Circular Letter, No. 3.) 


Pretoria, August 6, 1902. 
Ke Circular about selling Blockhouses in your District, as far as possible, £10 
is the price per Blockhouse but less may be accepted if the buyer is taking a quantity. 
Small Blockhouses, such as Bridge and shelters, may be sold from £5 downwards. 
Tanks, and 2,000 yards of wire are included in these prices, but they are not 
ino ai as in many cases they have already been removed by Kaffirs and other 
€. 
aes cases of intending purchasers wishing to purchase more than two or three 
below the prices stated above, it will be best to refer the matter here before selling 
or otherwise. In all cases of sales being effected, this office should be advised as 
quickly as possible, and monies forwarded with notification of sale, stating also 
particulars of situation and variety of Blockhouse sold. Any further particulars 
~ required will be furnished on application. 
I have, &c., 
=P A. ag Ee 
re or Repatriation. 
The Superintendent, cae ms 
enatiiation Depot. 





THE TRANSVAAL REPATRIATION DEPARTMENT. 


(Circular Letter, No. 23.) 

Pretoria, September 16, 1902. 

The following instructions are to be carefully noted and acte upon. 

Receipt of this Circular Letter is to be acknowledged by return of post. 

I. (a) Blockhouses may be sold against cash to anyone on application, whether 
the applicant be recommended by the District Commission or not, but when it is 
wished to purchase on credit, the authority of the District Commission must be obtained 
on the usual order form, No. 3. Promissory notes on no account must be accepted. 

(b) Superintendents have discretionary power to utilise Blockhouses for 
(a 


Depot p es. 

2. When a Blockhouse is sold against cash, a receipt is to be taken from the 
purchaser on the form provided, No. 4, with the words “on payment” clearly written 
across the form. The oe cary is to be retained by the Depét Superintendent; the 
duplicate is to be forwarded to this office on the same day with a duplicate special 
deposit slip, and the triplicate is to be handed to the purchaser. 
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(b) When a Blockhouse is sold on credit, a receipt is to be taken from the 

urchaser on the form provided (No. 4), the original is to be retained by the Depot 

Sopclinendenss the duplicate is to be forwarded to this office on the same day, with 

the District Commission’s order, and the triplicate to be handed to the purchaser. 

The amount due in respect of the purchase will be passed to the debit of the buyer in 
the Depdét Ledger. 

(c) When a Blockhouse is used for Depét purposes, the receipts must be 
signed by the Depét Superintendent on the form provided (No. 4); the original and 
triplicate are to be kept by the Superintendent, and the duplicate forwarded to this 
office. 

3. The receipts must give the fullest information obtainable, particularly in 
regard to situation and official number, if any, of the Blockhouse ; full name, designa- 
tion, and address of the purchaser. 

A A return of the Blockhouses disposed of must be rendered to this office 
monthly. 

5. : When the duplicate receipt (form No. 4) has been received at this office, in- 
voice and receipt forms in duplicate will be at once forwarded to the Depét Superin- 
tendent, invoicing the already purchased Blockhouse to his charge. 


R. B. Turner, 
Inspector of Blockhouses. 


SECRETARY FOR REPATRIATION, Pretoria, to SUPERINTENDENT, Repatriation Depdt. 
(Circular Letter, No. 26.) 


SiR, Pretoria, September 27, 1902. 
I wave the honour to inform you that the following are the prices at which 
Depéts will be charged for Blockhouses taken and used for Dep6t purposes : — 


Circular, with Square Roof Aa des Per <<) 


Circular, with Circular Roof 4 
Circular, with Tent Roof 2 
Octagonal, with Iron Roof 5 
Bridge, with Iron Roof ifs i 3 

I have, &c., 


for Secretary for Repatriation. 
The gr ea orn 
epatriation Depot. 


SECRETARY FOR Repatriation, Pretoria, to SuPERINTENDENT, Repatriation Depot. 


(Circular Letter. No, 32.) 

Sir, Pretoria, September 29, 1902. 
As you will see by the attached circular, which has been issued by the Colonial 
Treasurer, it has been decided to relax the regulations relating to loans. 

The Chairman of the Repatriation Commission will advise me by wire of any 
advances he may recommend, at the same time informing you of his advice tome. The 
amount of advance recommended will be transmitted by wire to your credit at the 
Bank when, on receipt of receipt duly signed before the Chairman, you will pay out 
the amount. Specimens of Receipt and Order form attached. 

The Superintendent of any Depét where the District Commission does not con- 
stantly sit shall on no account take the responsibility of enquiring into requisitions 
and recommending loans, but shall, if requisitions for loans are handed £3 Nit file 
them until the next occasion on which the Commission shall sit at his Depét, when 
he will hand them to the Chairman for his consideration. 


I have, &c., 
A. M. Hucues, 
Secretary for Repatriation. 
The Superintendent, 
Repatriation Depdt. 
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THE Treasury, Pretoria. 


As it appears that, in a certain number of cases, farmers, if they could obtain a 
moderate sum of ready money, could supply themselves with stock, ‘and with imple- 
ments and materials which are urgently wanted, but are not obtainable from the 
Repatriation Depéts, it has been decided to modify the existing instructions with 
regard to advances in money, 


2. For this purpose it will be open to the Commission, in any case in which they 
are satisfied that such an advance is necessary, and is bond fide intended for the pur- 
chase of stock, or of implements or materials urgently wanted by the applicant or for 
use on his farm, and not obtainable from the Depét, to issue an order on the Super- 
intendent for a sum not exceeding Two Hundred Pounds (£200). A form, which 
should be used for this order, is attached. 


3. While a certain latitude of discretion is allowed to the Commission as to the 
purposes for which such advances are to be made, it is to be observed that they are 
intended primarily to facilitate the purchase of stock independently of the Repatria- 
tion Depot. Money is on no account to be issued except for some such definite pur- 
pose as 1s mentioned in paragraph 2. Nor should advances be made (except in small 
sums) to persons who are not owners of land, or in other respects, substantial men. 
In particular money should not be advanced for the purpose of paying off old debts. 


4. A receipt and promissory note in the prescribed form should be signed in the 
presence of the Chairman of the Commission and handed to the Superintendent by 
the applicant on receipt of the money. 


5. The Chairman of the Commission should inform the Secretary of the Repat- 
riation Department by telegraph of any advances which have been recommended by the 
Commission, and the necessary funds will thereupon be put at the disposal of the 
Superintendent of the Depét by telegraph. The Superintendent should be duly 
advised by the Chairman of all such avinoed 


6. A monthly return of all such advances showing the names of the applicants 
and the sums advanced should be rendered by the Chairman to the Secretary of the 
Repatriation Department. : 


7. A print of this Circular, and a su ply of forms, will be sent as soon as they 
SeeCmeOey: In the meantime, to avoid de ay, written or type-written forms may be 
used. 


P. Duncan, 
Colonial Treasurer. 
se es Se Le 
REPATRIATION LOANs. 
I 
of in the district 
of hereby acknowledge to have received 
from the Colonial Treasurer, — the Repatriation Commission for the district of 
; e sum o 


I hereby undertake to repay the said sum of 
out of any award which may be made to me in respect of any claim for war losses sus- 
tained by me, and, if no such award is made, or, if the award is insufficient, to repay 
the said amount, I undertake to repay the same, or any balance thereof remaining 
unpaid, at the expiration of two years from the date of signing this receipt, or, in the 
event of my being unable to repay the amount due at that period, to pay the above 


Signed this day of 1902. 
As witnesses :— 

a 

2. 


344 


REPATRIATION COMMISSION FOR THE DISTRICT OF . 


‘To the Superintendent 
Of the Repatriation Depot 
at 


The Commission having recommended that the sum of 
unds should be advanced to of 
in the district of , you are hereby requested to issue the 
said sum to him on production of this order, and on delivery of a receipt duly attested 
by me. 


£ 


Chairman. 
Dated this day of 190 





Enelosure 3 in No. 170. 


CircuLaR to Chairmen of Repatriation Commissions and Superintendents of Depots. 


Susie, Bieinile ace Pialars dee Mews The Treasury, Pretoria. 

(1.) In order to avoid misunderstanding as to the authority of the Chairman 
of the District Commission, and the duties of the Superintendent of the it te and 
the relations of both to the Central Office, the following principles are laid down for 
the information and guidance of all concerned. 

(2.) The Commission is st Bera for the work of Repatriation in its district. 

It has to decide as to the time and manner of returning these people to the land, what 
amount of food and equipment they require, and whether money is to be advanced to 
them or not. 

(3.) The Superintendent of the Depot is in charge of the transport allotted to the 
District from time to time, and of the issue of stores and money. It is his duty to 
meet the requisitions of the Commission without question as regards the issue of stores 
and money, and the use of transport, but when these requisitions involve a serious 
departure from a general system or from his orders as to the keeping and accounting 
of stores, money or transport, he shall refer to the Central Office for instructions. 

(4.) It is the policy of the Department to allow as much freedom and discretion 
to the District Commission as is consistent with the obligations which rest on the 
central office that each District receives its fair share of su plies and transport, and 
that the work should go on with as much regularity as possible over the whole country. 

(5.) The Central Office has to provide for obtaining and distributing supplies and 
stores to the various Depéts for Sbtahaing and distributing with as ack fairness 
as possible animals available for oe It has also to exercise a general super- 
vision on the work so as to check waste, to ensure the keeping of proper books of 
record and account, and the proper use of animals and vehicles, and to see that the 
work is carried on throughout the country with as much expedition and economy as 
possible, and with the greatest advantage to the people. 


(6.) On these principles, the following general instructions are laid down :— 
(a.) The a ee of the Depot is under the orders of and directly re- 
sponsible to the Central Office, but he is bound to issue stores and money on 
the requisition of the Commission, and to hold his transport at their dis- 
posal in so far as it is available, but the disposal of the transport in the 
manner best suited to keep the Depét supplied and to meet the reasonable 
requirements of all Districts must ultimately rest with the Central Office. 
(b.) The forms of receipts, requisitions and books of account must, as far as 
possible, be uniform, and must be prescribed by the Central Office. Any 
suggestions for Commissions for special arrangements to meet local require- 
ments will be given effect to as far as possible, consistently with the 
ee carrying out of the work of accounting for and recording issues and 
stock. 
fc.) All purchases must be made by the Central Office to avoid unnecessary 
competition, and to secure the most advantageous terms. In certain 
_ Districts, however, where mealies are obtainable locally, authority is given 
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to the Superintendent to purchase without previous reference to Head- 
quarters. The same principle should be followed in any case where cattle 
or agricultural implements or other materials which are urgently required 
are procurable if the Chairman of the Commission and the Superintend- 
ent are satisfied that they can be bought on reasonable terms, and that 
their purchase is for the advantage of the work. The Superintendent 
should at once report all such purchases to the Central Office. 

(d.) The sale and distribution of stock and transport can only take place under 
instructions from the Central Office. The Commission will represent the 
requirements of the District, and will use every endeavour to get these 
requirements satisfied, but the extent for which they can be met con- 
sistently with fairness to the wants of other Districts can only be decided 
by the Central Office. 


(7.) Instructions are intended to explain the general scheme of Repatriation 
work with a view to ensuring the greatest possible harmony and co-operation between 
the different offices and agencies engaged in the work. ‘The present time is one of 
— stress and urgency, and it is impossible to overestimate the importance of every 
office doing its utmost to secure that easy and smooth working on which the efficiency 
of the service depends. 

P. Duncan. 





48404 
No. 171. 


THE EARL OF ONSLOW (ror tHe pet oF STATE) to Governor VISCOUNT 
ILNER. 


(Sent 10.55 a.m., November 25, 1902.) 
TELEGRAM. 
[Answered by 50464: printed as No. 1776 in African No. 682 (Telegrams). ] 


25th November. No. 1. Referring to your telegram of 29th October, No. 806,* 
War Office believe that considerable quantities of Tastting material have already 
been moved from camps for repatriation or other purposes. Is this so, and, if so, how 
much have the civil authorities removed? 


LS 


49460 
No. 172. 


Governor Sir H. E. McCCALLUM to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. 


(Received November 29, 1902.) 
(No. 305.) 


SIR, Government House, Pietermaritzburg, Natal, November 7, 1902. 


I nave the honour to forward herewith report on the B her C 
for the month of October. pony on the Burgher Camps of Natal 


Vryheid, which are shortly to be annexed to Natal, only two hundred and twenty 
remain erp The success which is attending the work of re atriation in this 
direction is referred to in a communication in this morning’s “ Natal Witness A 
copy of which is enclosed 


3. I have given directions for the inmates of Jacob’s and Merebank Camps to 
be concentrated, when we shall only have two camps left in Natal. 
4. The health of the camps continues to be most satisfactory. 


Iam, &c., 7 
HENRY McCALLUM. 
SS ieee . 7 ia 
* No. 164. 4 t Not printed. | | 


12179 1k 


November 
7th, 1902, 
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Enclosure 1 in No. 172. 
GENERAL SUPERINTENDENT OF BURGHER CAMPS. 
NATAL. 
Monthly Report, October, 1902. 


Your Exce..ency, | Timber Street, Maritzburg, November 6, 1902. 
Tue sending back of inmates of the camps has gone steadily on during the 
month, and I have reduced the inmates from 8,869 to 5,538. 
Most of the buildings in Wentworth Camp have been taken down and forwarded 
to the Repatriation Commission, Pretoria. 


Twelve sets of huts were forwarded to the Transvaal Public Works Department 
for the Education Department. 


, Pinetown Camp is almost. entirely gone. The pump and engine were taken 
over by the Officer Commanding, Royal Engineers. The buildings, &c., were sold 
_ by, public auction, realizing fair prices. 

: ‘Ladysmith Camp-is completely handed back to the Military Authorities. All 
odds and ends were sold there by auction and fetched good prices; on many things 
we made a profit after all our use. 


All articles issued to us by the Ordnance Department, and which are still in 
wood condition, are being returned’to them and a credit note received for their value. 

Howick Camp is practically closed. A few inmates are still there, but by this 
time most have left. | 

All the staff have gone, except the Superintendent and one or two members left 
to clear up the camp. | | 

This leaves us with three remaining camps, Maritzburg, Jacob’s and Merebank, 
and these staffs are being gradually reduced. 

I am now corresponding with the Assistant Secretary to the High Commissioner 
regarding handing over all remaining buildings in Natal to the Repatriation Com- 
mittee of the Transvaal at a price approved of by him and agreed with that 
Committee. | OY 

The numbers in camps are as:follows:— © - 


BOWiek F356 A he be a a 79 





Maritzburg sae Se abe oh 1,681 
Jacobs ... Ce he © be ole tae 1,535 
Merebank a bait we Los ie 2,243 

5,538 





Finance.—The expenditure for the month has been £15,193 3s. 10d. Construc- 
tion and Equipment, £313 18s. 2d.; Maintenances and’ other expenditure, £14,879 
5s. 8d. Making a total of £381,409 14s. 10d. de 

Included in the amount for Maintenances is the sum of £1,477 17s., which has’ 
been paid to the Army Service Corps on account of Repatriation Commission, 
Transvaal, for thirty days’ rations to returning Burghers, which will be refunded. 

Hetlc?: ---There has been very little sickness during the month, and only seven 
(7) deaths, as under :— 

Howick sy ey kes diy isa = RRS 
Maritzburg ... ng be “43 Gi f! | 
Jacob’s: under twelve, 1; under five,1; underone,1 3 
Merebank: women, 2;, under one, 2; , 4 
| Total :sta ont doo ‘Ts! 


Education.—This continues in each camp while the inmates remain, 
Religion.—This also receives attention.from Ministers and lay preachers. 
Clothing.—This-I continue to distribute when necessary. riage} 
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General.—l hear from the Reverend Belkum that many of those who have 
returned speak well of their treatment in Natal. He also is very grateful for all 
that has been done for them. 


I have, &c., 


TuHos. K. Murray, 
General Superintendent of Burgher Camps. 


To His Excellency 
- The Governor of Natal, 
Pietermaritzburg. 





49536 a 
| No. 178. 
Governor VISCOUNT MILNER to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. 
(Received November 29, 1902.) 
[Answered by No. 30 in (Cd. 1463].] 
(Transvaal. No. 619.) 


SIR, Governor’s Office, Johannesburg, November 8, 1902. Published ‘ 
[ nave the honour to bring to your notice the services of Lieutenant-Colonel No. 12 in : 

Thomson and Lieutenant-Colonel Wilkins, who have filled the posts of Director Cd 1463] 

of ee Camps in the Transvaal and the Orange River Colony respectively, since ed ‘ 

last February. As you are aware the period for which they have been lent by the 1903 wik 

Government of India terminates on the 31st December, and I take this opportunit omission 8 

of expressing my high appreciation of their services. They undertook work whic lal eae 

in itself was very laborious and difficult, though by the time they arrived in this * , 

country the worst period in the history of the camps had been passed. The death- 978? 

rate of the camps since February shows how satisfactorily they fa maintained the 

improved condition of the camps which General Maxwell inaugurated. © Under their | 

management the departments in both Colonies worked smoothly and efficiently. They 

had further to bear the brunt of repatriation in its earlier stages, when the normal | 

work of the camps was increased a hundredfold. In the many problems connected | 

with repatriation I have found their advice and co-operation of the greatest use. . 4. 


I would suggest that as a recognition of their services they may be considered 
for the Companionship of St. Michael and St. George. 


I have, &.,° 
MILNER, 


Governor. 





50408: 
No. 174. 


Governor VISCOUNT MILNER to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. — 
| (Received December 6, 1902.) | 
[Copy to India Office and War Office, February 3, 1903. al 
[ Published: No. 16 in (Cd. 1463], February, 1908.) 
PEE, es [Answered by No. 30 in [ Ci. 1463).] fe ta | 
(Transvaal. No. 641.) MES deegge , ” 
na dai | “Governor's Office, Johannesburg, November 17, 1902. : 





12179 2X2 
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514384 
No. 175. 


Governor VISCOUNT MILNER to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. 
(Received December 13, 1902.) 
[Copy to Director-General of Military Intelligence, December 24, 1902. L.F.) 
(Orange River Colony. No. 155.) 


Sir, Governor’s Office, Johannesburg, November 24, 1902. 

Wir reference to my despatch, No. 134, of the 27th October,* I have the 
honour to enclose, for your information, a copy of a report from the Chief Superin- 
tendent, Refugee Camps, Orange River Colony, on the subject of Repatriation of Boer 
families in Orange River Colony and Cape Colony. 


I have, &c., 
MILNER, 
Governor. 


Enclosure in No. 175. 
Cuter SUPERINTENDENT, Orange River Colony Camps, to Governor. 


Chief Superintendent Refugee Camps, Bloemfontein, 
My Lorp, Orange River Colony, November 14, 1902. 
I wave the honour to submit this my monthly report on the Refugee Camps 
under my control, in the Orange River Colony, for the month of October, 1902, 
1. Distribution of Camps.—t am pleased to report that although the Camps are 
tly reduced (thus leaving a fair percentage of those who are unable to provide for 
emselves, and consequently unable to leave the Camps) the decrease for the month 
shows 916 persons more as compared with September. The figures being :— 


September, decrease, 4,289 persons. 
October, decrease, 5,205 persons. 


This steady decrease has enabled me to close the Camps at Norvals Pont and Uitenhage 
srg and during this month (November), I shall be able to close both Orange River 
= ubusie. The total inmates of these two respective Camps being, 131 and 51 
0 


= 


Pk listt of present Camps tab distribution will be found attached. 

2. Death Rate-——The total deaths during the month in all camps has again been 
excessively low, being only 13 deaths from all causes, and made up as follows :— 
Men, 4. 

Women, 3. 
Children, 6. 


This again compares very favourably with last month’s return when 24 deaths 
were reported, and brings the average death rate per mille per annum to 10.00. This 
constitutes a record, since the commencement of the Refugee Camps. 

Five Camps report no deaths during the month, namely :—Bloemfontein, Kroon- 
stad, Witiburg, Orange River and Kubusie. 

The principal causes of death have been from Pneumonia and Bronchitis, five 
deaths having occurred from these diseases. 

One child was reported as mea been killed by lightning at Aliwal North Camp. 

No deaths from Enteric Fever have occurred in any of the Camps. 

The total number of patients admitted into hospital during the month amounts 
to gt gs hyp ie less than last month. 

Medical Officers report very favourably on the state of the health in their 
Camps. 
tatistics} showing distribution of inmates, deaths, and rate per mille per annum 

will be found attached. 

Vital statistics} compiled by Dr. Pratt Yule, Medical Officer of Health, Orange 
River Colony, are also attached herewith, 








* No. 169. nerve oes +t Not printed. 
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The average death rate per mille per annum per month is 10.00. 
There have been 13 births during the month. 

There have been 13 deaths during the month. 

The total number of marriages amounts to four. 

A table* enumerating weekly number of sick in hospital and showing deaths 
-among such is enclosed herewith. oar 

3. Sanitation —In view of the hot weather now having set in, special attention 1s 
being given to this important question, and I am pleased to say that Superintendents 
report very favourably upon the same. 

4. Water.—The supply generally is ample, and the quality is good.. 

The attention of my Superintendents has been called to a cire issued by my- 
self early this year with reference to the necessity of boiling all milk and water, and 
to the desirability of taking precautions against flies and dust in Kitchens. This is 
now being done as far as possible. 7 | 

5. Genirat State of Feat Repack upon by all Camps as good. 

The cases of Enteric Fever, which have been few, have all been of a mild nature. 
A few cases of dysentry and diarrhoea are reported, but these, again, have been mild. 
I have pointed out the vital importance of good sanitation in the Camps, and hope that 
this will be the means of keeping away fever. 

Three cases of scarlet fever have been reported from Orange River, and one at 
Bethulie, and in each case have been isolated. 

6. Financial—The nett expenditure during the month was £46,773 6s. 9d., 
pa the total expenditure to 31st October, 1902, £1,363,564 8s. 10d. 

The average number in Camps during October were 13,750 at an average daily 
-cost of 2s. 24d. per head. 

The cost of clothing given free to Destitute Refugees and for hospital use has been 
£1,973 18s. 9d., and hospital comforts have cost £535 4s. 1d. 

The cost of clothin aay been largely increased owing to an old outstanding account 
-of East London Camp being finally settled, this amounts to £1,414 17s. 3d. 

7. Fuel and Transport.—The supply of fuel is ample for all requirements. Dur- 
ee month I have been able to materially decrease the supply of both wood and 
coal, 

‘Transport.—The transport on the whole must be considered satisfactory. Re- 
atriation, however, have not sufficient to cope with the demands made upon them. 
he Superintendent at Bethulie writes that he has several hundred persons on the lists 

for Repatriation Waggons, but on account of lack of transport in that department 
he has fear unable to send them away. ' 

During the present month I have returned all Contractor’s animals, this making 

a substantial saving for this Department. 
8. Clothing—As before, has been plentiful. 
Refugees are being supplied with clothing when the Camp Matrons deem it neces- 
sary. Boots and shoes have also been made in large quantities, and issued in the 
same manner. 

9. Supplies—With the exception of meat, satisfactory. The Orange River 
Colony Cold Storage Company still have a good deal of trouble with their supplies 
which, in several cases, have had to be returned, being reported upon by the Medical 
age as ia “3 consumption; the supply has also been irregular. 

10. General.— 


Horse Sickness. 


In addition to the cases of glanders which broke out last month in Bloemfontein 
‘Camp, and reported upon to you, several similar cases have broken out at Springfontein, 
in consequence of which five horses have been destroyed by the order of the veterinary 
surgeon. Four fresh cases have been reported at Bloemfontein Camp, causing four 
more horses to be shot. Special attention has been given that both these Camp stables 
are thoroughly disinfected with a view to stopping further spread of this disease. 


Tree Planting. 


In most of the Camps the young trees are doing well. About 500 trees have been: 
planted in the cemetery at Kroonstad. | 





= a — —7 


* Not printed. 
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Repatriation. - 
The work of the repairs to the Repatriation waggons, harness, &c., is being carried 
out in some of the Camps, and is, on the whole, satisfactory. I have, however, written 
to the Secretary of the Repatriation Board explaining that the amount of work done 


in one or two of my Camps is not in proportion to the wages paid, and asking that his 
) ciel shall, in future, pay their own men; I now await their. er 


Nursing Staff... 


Since my last report 16 nursing sisters have received one month’s notice to termi- 
nate their respective agreements with this Department. Some of these have already 
sailed for England, white others have elected to remain in South Africa. There is now 
a total of 38 nurses remaining on our strength, but I aur amas a further substantial 
reduction early in December. nm 


Prisoierd of War. 


Since the declaration of Peace a large number of ex: Prisosess,- of War have 
returned to the hrm, 5 e River Colony, no less than 8,359 having passed through the 
Orange River Colony Refugee Camps up to, and including, the 27th September, and 
about 220 have now been added to this number during the month of October. These, 

I am pleased to say stay but a very Bart time in amp, leaving to Sie ag their rela- 
tions as soon as possible. | +4 Wipes 


Departures from Camp. 


The following total number of:inmates taken from’ returns on dates specified’ below, 
may be of interest to you :— 








Date. | Number in Camps. 

January Ist, 1902 ... sie 43,775 persons 
June Ist, 1902). .. 39,948 
November Ist, 1902 as 11,800 ,, 


Taking a weekly average of departures on the 22nd of J une, when eek 
commenced to return to their homes, the average works out at.1,803 persons ak week. 
This I consider to be very satisfactory. 
T have, &c., 
Ei ot - James §. Wirtins, Cok L.M.S., 
ey Chief Superintendent, Pate sc Camps, 
Cabbhy, 


Orange’ River 
His Excellency 
| The Governor, 

J ohannesburg. 





572 
No. 176. 


Governor Sir H. E. McCALLUM to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. . 
(Received January 8, 1903.) : 


pcre > Leipy to War Offce, “ya 19719038." Lo. 
_ (No. 339.) 
Sir, Government House, Pietermaritzburg, ben December 8, 1902. 

I nave the honour to transmit to you a copy of a d tch’ to the High Com- 
missioner for South Africa, See i a report on the Nata Burgher re for the 
month of November. | we 

wd ee &e. - 


HENRY McCALLUM. 
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Enclosure in No. 176. 
GOVERNOR, Natal, to Hich CoMMISSIONER. 
(Natal. No. 469.) | 


My Lorp, _Government House, Pietermaritzburg, Natal, December 8, 1902. 

I nAveE the honour to forward copy of report on Natal Burgher Camps for the 
month of November. I beg to call your attention to the paragraph therein relative 
to the policy which we adopted in Natal since we took over charge from the military 
of providing iron and wooden buildings instead of canvas. The original cost was 
little more, and even had they not been required for repatriation purposes would have 
commanded a good price from the Indian community. > Keg? 


T have, &c., 
Henry McCativum. 


His Excellency 
The High Commissioner for — Africa, 

C.; 9 C., 
Johannesburg. 


in 


GENERAL SUPERINTENDENT BuRGHER CAMPS.» ~~’ 


NATAL. — 
Timber Street, Maritzburg; December 6, 1902. 
tone Raum Laver, Monthly Report, November, 1902. 


I HAVE steadily continued sending the inmates of the camps back, and have 
managed to get 2,985 away during the month. The balance will soon be cleared now 
as the necessity for sending their applications up to the Repatriation Committees has 
now been withdrawn. All camps will, I hope, be empty well before the end of 
December. atrisc’> vet waV¥ recutri gt? extent 

_ Arrangements have been made with the Repatriation Committee to hand them 
over all buildings in: Natal Camps, and a re tative has come down to take them 
over and supervise sending them up. All buildings in Wentworth Camp have been 
taken down and sent away, with the exception of the military huttings, which were 
on loan to us. I am awaiting instructions from the Officer Commanding, Royal 
Engineers, as to where he wishes them sent. 7 . | 

The adoption of square iron buildings of nearly all whole sheets of iron, eying 
in view their future disposal, instead of the canvas huts, which were being constructe 
when we took over the camps, has been a great success in every way. The canvas 
houses, which cost a large sum of money, are to-day worth little or nothing; the iron 
oapert. after all our use, are now worth almost as much as they cost, as building 
material is very scarce at present. | | 


The numbers now in camps are as follows :— 


erat he' 


Pietermaritzburg... «hy eae F vroy bye 

Jacobs a ry base od eat vont 1:1 OO 

Merebank ... oa vias ae sb «» 802 

of ‘ 2,553 

Deaths. 
‘There have been six deaths during the month :— 

Pietermaritzburg: Man, 1; under five, 1 ... 2 
Jacobs: Under five, 2... .. : h. 2. 


- 
“~~ 


Merebank: Woman, 1; under five, aes 


) 


-_ 
a ~ 
> ‘ 

-_ 


err 

i 

¢:"s 

" Withed 
: 

> 

- 


ublished : 
0. 27 in 
Md. 1463] 
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903. 
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Finance. 
Total expenditure to 31st October, 1902 5 a ie pa ... £381,409 14 10: 
Construction and equipment ... za .. £804 14 8 
Maintenance and other charges ... ae 10,491 2 1 
—_————._ 11,295 16 9 


£392,705 11 7 


A large portion of this has to be received from Transvaal Burgher Camps and 
Repatriation Committee, and some thousands of pounds’ worth of articles issued have 
been returned to the Ordnance Department for which we have credit notes. 

I have, &c., 
Tos. K. Murray, 
General Superintendent of Burgher Camps. 
To His Excellency 
The Governor of Natal, 
Pietermaritzburg. 





2850 
No. 177. 


Governor VISCOUNT MILNER to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. 
(Received January 17, 1903.) 


(Transvaal. No. 758.) 
Governor’s Office, Johannesburg, December 29, 1902. 





[The following Circular was not published in the Parliamentary Paper. ] 


(Circular No. 227.) 
Burgher Camps Department, Head Office, New Law Courts, 
Sir, | Pretoria, November 7, 1902. 
As instructed by the Director of Burgher Camps, I have the honour to state 
that the following information has been received from the Central Claims Board, 
through the Officer Commanding National Scouts, and to request that you will kindly 
communicate it to all burghers in your camp. 

(a) That all receipts for goods requisitioned by Military Authorities from ex- 
burghers of Transvaal and Orange River Colony, which receipts were handed in b 
claimants in support of compensation claims, have now been extracted from suc 
claims and passed to the staff officers appointed under Army Order at various military 
centres for settlement of such receipts. 

(Bs) These staff officers, on passing a receipt for payment, either authorise the 
Army Pay Office (if in same town) to pay out cash, or can pay out themselves on 
application. 

(c) Payment can be made by cash if claimant attends in person and is identified 
by Staff Ofhcer for Receipts, otherwise payment is made by cheque. 


(D) ae burghers still in possession of receipts should take them to the Staff © 
‘ | 


Officer for Receipts, for payment. 


(z) Any burgher who may have sent in a receipt in support of a claim should 


apply to nearest Staff Officer for Receipts for information as to his payment. 
(r) Military claims other than caus are not being dealt with at present. 
have, &c., 


Captain, I. M.S., ; 
Personal Assistant to the Director of Burgher Camps. 
The Superintendent. 


P'S.—Extract from General Orders, No. 2, of the 25th July re appointments of © 
S. O. Receipts for different districts is attached, with corrections according to . 
General Order 3 of 2nd August, General Order 1 of 16th August, and General - 


Order 2 of 6th September. 
-—_e___-_ 


———— — 


—— 


354 
ENCLOSURE. 
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Enclosure in No. 182. 


CuIeF SUPERINTENDENT Rerucrr Camps, Orange River Colony, to Hicu 
COMMISSIONER. 


Chief Superintendent Refugee Camps, 
Government Offices, Bloemfontein, 
My Lorp, Orange River Colony, January 19, 1903. 
I wave the honour to submit this my Monthly Report, for December, 1902, on 
the Refugee Camps under my control in the Orange River Colony. 

Distribution of Camps.—At the commencement of December I wrote to my 
Superintendents, strongly urging them to do all in their power to close their camps 
by the end of the year, and, as a result of their labours, I am pleased to report that 
at date of writing, there now only remains two camps, viz.: Brandfort an Spring- 
Ser and I consider that their work in removing the families to be very satis- 

actory. 

On referring to my last report, it will be seen that on the last day of November 
there still remained ten camps, with a total number of inmates to the amount of 
5,564 persons. During the month of December, however, three camps have been 
declared closed, viz.: Bloemfontein, Orange River and Kabusie, and at date of 
writing five other camps have been done away with, namely: Winburg, Kroonstad, 
Bethulie, Kimberley, and Heilbron, thus leaving two camps still occupied by 
Refugees, with a population of 1,342. The figures being :— 

Brandfort, 551. 
Springfontein, 791. 

Death Rate-—At first sight the death rate for the month will appear to be high, 
but on looking into the matter, it will be seen, that no less than six deaths have been 
a eriig to senile decay, whilst two further deaths have been the result of heart 

ailure, 

Very many old persons of both sexes have remained in the camps as long as they 
poeenny could, fearing the removal to their homes, in many cases only to be reached 

y waggon; this has, of course, been the means of saddling the various camps with 
a great number of very aged and decrepit persons. 

Enteric fever has caused two deaths during the month, one being reported from 
Heilbron and the second from Kroonstad. 

; One death of a child is reported from Bloemfontein as resulting from scarlet 
ever. 3 


For your information I beg to enclose the following returns :—* 


1. preeiens list, showing causes of death in the hospitals and in camp for the 
month. 

2. Death statistics, showing average death rate per mille per annum for each 
camp. 

3. Return of patients in hospital, showing number of deaths in each camp 
weekly, 

4. Return showing state of the hospitals for the month. 

5. Vital statistics compiled by Dr. Pratt Yule, Medical Officer of Health for 
the Orange River Colony. 


On reference to No. 4, monthly state of hospitals, it will be seen that on the last 
day of November 48 patients were then receiving treatment in the hospitals. In 
addition to this number 61 were admitted during the month, making a total of 109 
as having received treatment. 

The admissions during the month have, in very many instances, been for only 
petty ailments, and before the close of the month a matter of 81 patients had been 
discharged, thus leaving (after deduction of the 10 deaths in hospitals) only 18 
persons remaining under treatment. 

A statement showing number of deaths per month for the year may be of interest, 
and is enclosed herewith. 





* Not printed. 
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Sanitation.—Reported upon as being excellent in the camps. ‘This matter has 
always been brought prominently before my Superintendents, and has, by their 
exertions, been brought to a very satisfactory state. 

General State of Health—Although the actual numbers of deaths have been 
larger, as compared with the two previous corresponding periods, nearly all Medical 
Officers report exceptionally on the state of health prevailing. 

Camp Sales—Since the declaration of peace and the beginning of repatria- 
tion, sales have been sanctioned, and all Refugees, who wished to do so, were allowed 
to purchase articles at reduced rates. The repatriation, land settlement, relief 
works and other Government departments have been allowed to purchase articles 
such as wood, iron, tools, implements, &c. The prices have been regulated from 
this office and generally have been coast prices. Auction sales have not been held 
unless it was found that other methods failed, and it was generally the residue of 
the stores which were so dealt with. The value of the sales up to the end of 
December have amounted to £49,115 12s. 9d., and the sales to be still carried on are 
at Bloemfontein, Bethulie, Kimberley and Kroonstad. The camps at Brandfort 
and Springfontein have been left intact. 

inancial—On account of the books of this department not having been made 
up, on the separation of Civil from Military funds, I am, for the next few days, 
unable to forward report on same, but will do so as early as possible. 

General.—Monthly decrease in population for year. 

The attached table,* showing monthly decrease in the camps for the year may 
interest you. Taking the last six months of the year a total decrease of 38,500 is 
‘shown, giving an average reduction in numbers per month of 6,416, which must be 
considered satisfactory. | 

Brand fort and Springfontein Camps.—On perusal of the numbers now remain- 
ing in the two present camps, viz.: Brandfort and Springfontein, the former camp 
shows a decrease of 190 persons for the month, whilst Springfontein, on the other 
hand, shows an increase by 68 persons, over and above the amount returned for the 
preceding month. The reason for these camps not being reduced by any appreciable 
extent, is owing to the fact that they are now being used for the purpose of trans- 
ferring thereto such families from other camps (now closed) who are not In a 
position to maintain themselves, and secondly, both these camps have now established 
orphanages. In the monthly report, from the Superintendent at Brandfort, he 
returns the number of orphans now in the orphanage as 58, varying In ages from 
4 to 18. 

It is my intention to gradually draft these two camps into one, the chosen camp 
being Springfontein, which will im all probability continue till the end of March, 
when other arrangements for the residue will have to be made, — 

Durine the past month I have been in communication with Major Leggett, 
Director of Burgher Camps, Pretoria, with a view to the employment of orphan 
lads in the Military rita be there, where they will receive a goed training, and 
at the same time remuneration, and be At aan with viene n instructing my 
Superintendents at Brandfort and Springfontein to make this offer known to the 
lads, I have been able to arrange for some twelve boys to proceed to Pretoria to take 
up the employment offered them. My aga 5.4 ne a report that the lads are both 
willing and anxious to avail themselves of this offer. ' 

Neresig Staff—During the month of December several more of my nursing 
staff have terminated their appointments with this department, and in most cases 
have received their passages to England. Of those remaining in this country seven 
have received appointments in the Relief Works’ Camps, and those who have not 
already left this department will do so as soon as the Relief Works Department 1s 
ready for their services. 

T have, &c., 


JAMES 8S. WILKINS, 
Colonel, I.M.S., 
Chief Superintendent Refugee Camps, 
His Excellen Orange River Colony. 
Lord Milner, 
Governor of the Transvaal 
and Orange River Colony. 
Oe SSS eS ee eee. 
* Not printed. 
12179 2¥2 
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8190 
No. 183. 


Governor VISCOUNT MILNER to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. 


(Received March 2, 1903.) 
(Transvaal. No. 86.) 


Sir, Governor’s Office, Johannesburg, February 9, 1903. 

WitTH reference to my despatch, No, 758, of the 29th December,* I have the 
honour to enclose, for your information, a copy of the undermentioned documents 
on the subject of Repatriation of Boer families in Transvaal and Natal. 


I have, &c., 
MILNER, 
Governor. 





Enclosure in No. 183. 
Burcuer Camps DEPARTMENT. 
GENERAL Report for the month of December, 1902. 


(1.) Minute by Director.t+ 

3 Statistical Returns. 
Synopsis of Death Returns. | 

(4.) Circulars numbers 6,949, F 29, F 31, F 32, 6,950, 234, confidential circular 

to Matrons,t 237, 238, F. 30, complimentary order on winding up of Camp.t 
(5.) Camp Reports and Returns by Superintendents, 


E. H. M. Leccerr, rg ok R.E., 
Director of Burgher Camps 


and Land Settlements. 





From Major E. H. M. Leccerv, D.S.O., Royal Engineers, Director of Burgher Camps, 
Pretoria, to His ExcetLency THE iss ComMIssionEr, Johannesburg. 


My Lorp, February 3, 1903. 

I have the honour to submit herewith the General Report on the Burgher Camps 
of the Transvaal for the month of December. The reports of superintendents and 
medical officers of camps are also forwarded herewith, and the usual statistical returns 
are attached. 

During the month under report the health of the camps has continued to improve 
even upon the previous satisfactory average, and in spite of the fact that December 
is generally regarded as one of the three unhealthy months of the year. 

Changes of staff have been ge in the direction of automatic reduction conse- 
quent upon the successive closing of camps which began in December, With the 
approval of His Excellency the High Commissioner a bonus of one month’s pa , or in 
alternative one month’s leave with pay, has been awarded to each member of the staff 
thus discharged from the Department. Among’ the circulars issued from the head 
office during the month, and of which copies are attached, is one conveying to the 
superintendent of each camp, as ordered to close, the appreciation ‘of the Government 
of the Transvaal towards the work of the retiring staff. Such encomium has, I under- 
stand been as gratefully received as it was well deserved. 

Every effort has been made to obtain civil employment, under Government or 
otherwise, for the members of the staff thus thrown on their own resources, Many of 
these, more especially among the matrons and nursing staff, had come from England 
for the Burgher Camp Service. With few exceptions the whole of the staff at this stage 
have been more than twelve months in the Department, and may ‘be regarded as the 
survival of the fittest. It is particularly noticeable that the lady nurses and others who 
naa come from home are in almost all cases anxious for future work among the burgher 
population; and a general circular on the subject of openings for women’s employ- 
ment in this country called forth a hearty response. The Assistant Colonial Secre- 


a OD a t Only these enclosures have been printed. 
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tary has kindly found places in Government Hospitals for a number of the nurses and 
dispensers, and some of the medical officers have been appointed to district surgeoncies. 
The Education Department has engaged some of our ladies in its town and farm schools, 
and it is hoped that places may be found for more in connection with the adminis- 
trative and domestic side of educational work. The gree: Department has noe 
a few of the camp clerks, and the Auditor-General is kindly employing some of our 
accounting clerks as these are released. The greatest difficulty is, however, found in 
placing suitably the Camp Superintendents. 1hese gentlemen have done especially 
valuable work, but as their camp duties have continued so long after signature of peace 
it is found that nearly all the better appointments of the civil service have been already 
filled. ‘The work which appears best suited to our superintendents is that of Assist- 
ant Resident Magistracies and similar posts for which knowledge of the Burgher 
character, combined with administrative experience is, perhaps, the highest recom- 
mendation. It is understood that the matter is under the kind consideration of His 
Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor. 

The reduction in the camp population for the month of December totalled 5,959 
souls, leaving on hand in the camps 3,721 people. These figures compare with a 
reduction of 4,846 souls during November. It must be added that during December 
about 3,000 prisoners of war were returned from abroad and passed through the camps, 
while about 2,800 souls were sent up from the Natal Camps, thus completely emptying 
the latter, and passed through the Transvaal Camps and epatriation Depots to their 
homes in this Colony. The total number thus disposed of by the Transvaa Camps was 
just short of eleven thousand, which figure is very considerably higher than that for 
any other month since the declaration of peace. It would, however, be unfair for the 
Burgher Camps Department to take credit for this result without reference to the 
splendid co-operation and elastic organisation of the Repatriation Department which 
appeared equal to almost any strain which could be laid upon it. 

While the returning prisoners of war and Natal Camp population were, as a rule, 
ready to proceed at once to their homes, the residual Transvaal population has shown 
a marked disinclination to leave until the camps were actually closing. These people 
unquestionably form the dregs of the population, and are without resources of any 
kind. The scheme of Burgher Land Settlement, by which provision was made, at 
practically no expense, for small holdings of land sufficient for 2,500 families, or, say, 
10,000 souls, has, however, made it possible to say that no person is being forced out of 
a Burgher Camp without an opening for earning a living under a system in which his 
welfare is protected by the Government. 

During December about 2,000 pre le passed on: to these settlements, at their 
own option, and the population of the five settlements at the end of December was 
Pai a roughly three thousand. It is noticeable, however, that when the necessity 
arises for leaving camp many families who, up to that time, had professed a total lack 
of friends or resources, have promptly discovered means of fending for themselves 
rather than accept an opening which at any rate requires steady work to ensure the 
material and very considerable benefits of the scheme of settlement. 

During December the 15 camps which were open at the end. of November were 
reduced to seven, with the population referred to above. Four of these were selected 
as district depdt camps in which the widows, orphans, and other special cases could 
be collected for special investigation and aid in due course. The action ultimately 
taken in this matter, and which has reduced the camps to one only, and the population 
to under three hundred by the end of January, will be detailed in my report for the 
latter month. 

From the first day of January the Pitenes Camps Department passes from under 
Military to Civil Government authority. The Military control, however, since January, 
1902, has been nominal only, and all detailed instructions, more especially regarding 
the health and welfare of the inmates, have emanated from Civil authority. The 
advantage of the dual system has been especially marked during the period since signa- 
ture of peace when the closest working union between the Burgher Camps and the 
Repatriation Department became essential. 

_ The Camps of Natal, originally formed under the general superintendentship of 
Sir Thomas Murray, K.C.M.G., to meet the desire of the Royal Commission for a less 
concentrated system of accommodation, have, as above stated, now ceased to exist. 
These camps have been regarded to some extent as a branch from the Transvaal. I 
would, therefore, beg to record the unfailing aid given by Sir Thomas Murray and his 
staff to our central organisation. The return of the Natal population to the Trans- 
vaal was a work of great magnitude, and might well have interfered with the pro- 
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gress of the Transvaal Camps during the paring of closing down the latter. The 
admirable arrangements of the Natal staff, however, resulted in the completion of the 
whole operation without a hitch. a i 

ave, &c., 


E. H. M. Leccert, Major, R.E., 
Director of Burgher Camps, 


CONFIDENTIAL CrrcuLar to all Camp Matrons, Burgher Camps Department. 


Burgher Camps Department, Head Office, New Law Courts, 

Mapam, Pretoria, December 12, 1902. 

Ir is, no doubt, now fully realised that in a few weeks, extending in some cases 
to a couple of months at the outside, the Burgher Camps of the Transvaal must become 
matters of the past. The excellent work done in the camps, more especially that of the 
large number of ladies in various capacities, will certainly, however, long live in the 
minds of the Burgher population, and cannot fail to continue to influence for good the 
character of the Boer people. oh Ye 

Many of the ladies of the Burgher Camp staff joined us in South Africa, while a 
large number came especially from home for the duty which has been so well performed. 
The conditions of appointment under which the latter joined the service included, it 
will be remembered, an engagement for twelve months or until the breaking up of the 
camps, together with the nght to a free passage home at the close of the engagement. 
Ladies who joined in South Africa are entitled to one month’s notice of termination, 
followed by a free railway ticket to any South African station. 

I regret to say that there has been no option but to recently send out from this 
office a large “a bee of notices of termination, including notices to all from home in 
respect of the inability of the Department to utilise their services on completion of the 
twelve months’ Genin’, Several of these ladies have called or have written to inquire 
as to the prospects, in other work or under other departments, of their continued occu- 
pation in this country, the people of which they have learnt to know and appreciate, and 
in the development of which they have come to take so deep an interest. 

It is, therefore, after informal conversation with many ladies and others, who from 
official or varied experience are qualified to give advice on the matter, that I venture 
to address this Circular to the senior lady member of the staff of each Burgher Camp. 
The suggestions offered are, I fear, vague, but. good would doubtless result if this 
Circular were to call forth ideas and proposals on the main points or any others that 
might be forthcoming. I need not say that such replies, so far as all personal matters 
were concerned, would be entirely confidential. 

Starting then with the premise that a number of ladies are anxious to remain 
in South Africa, and that many of those who originally joined in South Africa desire 
to continue in the Government service or to be ‘helped to find other employment, it 
becomes desirable to discuss the possible openings. 

1. Nursing—(Government ).—The Colonial Secretary has, as you know, called 
for lists of ae nurses recommended by Colonel Thomson (late Director of Burgher 
Camps) with a view to offering these appointments to the nursing staff of the district 
hospitals and orphanages as these are gradually established by Government under the 
District Medical Officers. It will take some time to work through the lists, and I 
cannot say if all names sent forward from this office will receive offers. As the camp 
staffs are reduced, however, it will be our effort to retain those whose names are on 
the Colonial Secretary’s list in Burgher Camp employ so long as the necessity for 
Burgher Camp staff exists. This will, to some extent, modify the hardship of waiting. 
In connection with this class of engagement it cannot be too clearly remembered that 
everyone cannot hold a tang Se Hcg at once. <A start, as in all business, must 
be made in a moderate way, and there can be no doubt of the most suitable coming 
to the top in due course. 

2. Nursina—(Private)—It has been suggested that some ladies (certificated) 
may desire to take up private practice as nurses, or duty in private hospitals and con- 
valescent homes in Johannesburg and other towns. If this is the case, and provided 
they so desire, I shall be glad to help to obtain such information from the principal 
medical men as may be of use on hearing from the ladies concerned, who might state 
their qualifications and wishes as to town of residence, &c., fully. 

3... Clerical Work.—Openings undoubtedly occur in the public departments, and 
with private firms for employment as typists. I understand that without a knowledge 
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of shorthand these are not, as a rule, very well paid; but we can, erhaps, help to obtain 
offers for ladies who may care to notify their inclination and nien qualifications. 


4. General Educational Work—( Government )—A certain number of vacancies 
for qualified teachers occur in the schools of the education department in the towns 
villages of the Transvaal and Orange River Colony. This class of vacancy is, perhaps, 
harder to get than to the teaching staff of the small farm schools which are now being 
widely established on the veld. I understand from the Director of Education that 
it is his intention to arrange that not less than two lady teachers should be placed 
together on these farm schools. The life would be rough at first, including, of course, 
life under canvas until permanent buildings can ‘be erected. But the work will not 
be heavy; the hospitality of the Boer population can be reckoned upon, and the life 
should be especially congenial and promising of success to those who have already 
acquired an experience of the people in the camps. 


Such lady members of our staff would, I am assured, be welcomed by the Educa- 
tion Department for duty in starting the proposed boardin establishments for 
children in connection with the farm schools. I am informed that persons with but 
slight teaching qualifications would be employed at first as teachers in these schools 
im cases in which it is recognised that they are fitted by experience to win the 
confidence of the people and to carry out the work of organisation. 

The salary averages £160 to £180 per annum. Applications should be made with- 


out delay through our Head Office to the Assistant Director of Education, Pretoria. 


The Director of Education also informs me that he has one or two vacancies now 
open for ladies specially qualified by experience to act as matrons or housekeepers 
in the boarding houses of the high schools and normal schools in towns. Application 
for these should on no account be delayed. 


5. General Educational Work—( Private ).—There appears to be some, thougk 
not very large, demand among the more wealthy private ‘nents in Johannesburg, &c., 
for children’s residential governesses. The best would be done by private inquiry to 
find a han for those who were desirous thereof, and would state their qualifi- 
cations, &. 


6. Lady Helpers or Housekeepers —1 understand that there is little difficulty in 
obtaining lucrative engagements in capacities under this head, when the jt aac 
possesses practical capacity and experience in household affairs. But while there is 
undoubtedly a crying need for workers in the domestic field, yet employers are still 
shy of the word “ lady-help,” lest in the result she should prove to be neither a “lady” 
nor a “help,” but on the contrary, @ person disinclined to the practical work of the 
nursery or the kitchen. At present many lady heads of families in South Africa have 
to do this work themselves for lack of suitable domestic servants. It is difficult to 
persuade employers that the more real the lady, the more genuine will be the “ help,” 
and that the real lady-nurse will not hesitate a moment over the daily pas of the 
perambulator or the washing of the child’s clothes, nor the real lady-cook before the 
cleaning of a cooking pot or kitchen stove on the well known South African emer- 
gency when the black boy disappears. It is in these things that the ordinary domestic 
servant tends to fail after but a ie weeks in this country. This is, happily, where the 
real lady-help does not fail, and how she becomes not only the help but the trusted friend 
and companion of the lady of the house. The salary of a ve ae or housekeeper 
varies from £5 to £8 per month, i.¢., £60 to £96 per annum, completely found in board 
and lodging. But there is not the least doubt that a desire to avoid personal work 
would be the most serious drawback. South Africa is a working Colony, and the 
English men and women who have succeeded have unquestionably done so because 
no work came amiss to their hands as well as to their heads. Our Burgher Camp staff 
have always been conspicuous for their possession of this fine British quality—for there 
is, as Lord Milner has recently said in another connection, a dignity in labour which 
is all its own. Lady housekeepers who can not only teach cooking but are not afraid 
themselves to cook, have a chance at this moment which ensures against a day of 
idleness or unremuneration. ‘The wives of British Officers and of doctors have long 
found out this fact for themselves, and the comfort of a home, no less than the find- 
ing of a home, is almost wholly dependent thereon. No step shall be left unturned 


by us to help those of the Burgher Camp staff who share these views in the practical 
‘sense. 


7 Technical Administration and Education—It has been often suggested that 
a great field for work among the women and children of this country may be found by 
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our Government in these matters. Co-operative laundries; sempstress establish- 
ments; dairying among the market garden estates on the outskirts of towns, such as 
Pretoria, Johannesburg, Potchefstroom, and Standerton; practical teaching in the 
finer embroidery; household carpentry and furniture-repairing, decorating, &c.; these 
are matters which practical women with energy and patience may, perhaps, find to 
suit their personal tendencies, and on which practical suggestions, based on our ex- 
perience with the Boers, would be of prcat and mutual value. It has been suggested 
to me by men who have lived among the Boers that, when the farms are re-built, there 
will be a considerable field for travelling instructresses in needle-work, i.e., special 
governesses who would travel on the veld “e cart, and stay two or three nights at each 
of the larger farms to teach cutting-out and stitching, bordering, hat-trimming, &c., 
to the Boer girls; such, to be a success, would require very special qualities of tact and 
ee on the part of travellers, but it is easy to anticipate the interest and value 
of the work. That our Government can itself initiate all such matters, it would be 
absurd to suppose. Women must think for women and children, and of the wants of 
the latter. Our Burgher Camp staff of ladies has had more experience than any Com- 
mittee ever formed; they have more claim to the making of practical suggestions; and 
they have a field almost illimitable, and almost all their own in which to play a part in 
the great settlement and prosperity of this country. While no definite offers therefore 
can be made in this connection, su gestions are invited. 

May I ask that you will very kindly allow these remarks to be read by the ladies 
of your camp staff? All suggestions and wishes, general and personal, shall be gladly 
considered by myself, and shall without fail reach the proper quarter. 

Perhaps I may take this opportunity of saying that, to meet the wishes of several, 
I have given instructions that the free passage home of those of our staff entitled there- 
to shall be available at any date up to March 31st, 1903, and need not be taken imme- 
diately upon leaving the camp service. 


Yours, &c., 
E. H. M. Leccerrt, 
Major, 
Director, Burgher Camps, 
and Land Settlements. 


SIR, Pretoria, January 17, 1903. 

In connection with the closing down of your camp, under orders already issued, 
I am directed by His Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor of the Transvaal, to express 
to you, for the information of your staff, the appreciation by the Government of the 
excellent work performed by all connected with the Burgher Camp. 

During the existence of the camp under your charge many hundreds of Burgher 
families have learnt to recognise the goodwill of British officials, gentlemen and 
ladies ; and to this unfailing pathy has been added a zeal and disinterested appli- 
cation to severe duties which will not fail to continue to influence for good the people 
of this country long after the camps have passed into history. 

_The duties of yourself and your staff have been, perhaps, especially responsible 
during the period of repatriation; and I am authorised to add the thanks of the 
Repatriation Department for the assistance so ably accorded to it. 

While every effort is being made to find further openings under Government for 
the Burgher Camp staffs, it is in the nature of things not possible that all can obtain 
employment in the permanent departments of the Colony. 

To yourself, therefore, and to each member of your staff, I beg that you will 
accept and express the sentiments above recorded, together with the thanks of the late 
Director, Colonel Thomson, and of myself, for the loyal help accorded to the Admin- 
istration of our Department. 

_ With my wishes for your continued success, whether under Government or in 
private life, 


T have, &c., 
E. H. M. Leacert, 
: Major, R.E., 
The Superintendent | Director of Burgher Camps. 
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. No. 184. 
Governor VISCOUNT MILNER to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. 
(Received March 16, 1903.) 
(Orange River Colony. No. 37.) 


Sir, Governor's Office, Johannesburg, February 93, 1903. ° 

Wirn reference to my despatch, No. 22, of the 2nd F ebruary,* I have the 
honour to enclose, for your information, a copy of the undermentioned document on 
the subject of Repatriation of Boer families in Orange hi Colony and Cape Colony. 


have, &c., 
MILNER, 
Governor. 





Enclosure in Now 184. 
Actinc CHrer SUPERINTENDENT or Rerucre Camps, Bloemfontein, to GOVERNOR. 


Chief Superintendent of Refugee Camps, Bloemfontein, 
My Lorp, | February 13, 1903. 

I wave the hohour to Submit this my monthly report on the state of the Refugee 
Camps under my control in the Orange River Colony, for the period ending the 31st 
of January, 1903. ,. 

Distribution of Camps.—On referring to copy of return rendered on the last day 
of January, it will be seen that there only remain two Camps, viz., Brandfort and 


Springfontein, with a total population amounting to 762 persons in all. | 

oaabe v ore 2 the last day of 1902 and comparing the numbers then in. camp with the 
stotal population at the end of January, a decrease of 1,104 persons will be shown, 
made up as follows :—_ | > 

BIO GS OSE! | eT et ae ogee ae 

Women Fa TARR Ot oan * ee 

Children ee es ea” os he See ee 

Children under five... ho) ae 

pw 1,104 





The weekly decrease during the month now under review Is returned from weekly 
telegrams as follows:— 


January 1st to 7th, 411 persons. 

January 8th to 14th, 113 persons. 

January 15th to 22nd, 286 persons. ‘ 
January 28rd to 31st, 294 persons. 


Deaths.—During the month of January only one death has been reported from 
the camps. This occurred on the 19th, the cause of same being returned as Epithe- 
lioma of Tongue. = 

Financial,—The total expenditure for the month was £4,619 13s. 6d., whilst 
receipts show £27,350 3s. 1d., making a credit balance for the month of £22,730 9s. 7d. 

tores sold amount to £26,735 19s. 1d., and £413 8s. 4d. was recovered from 
Repatriation Funds. 
There was no expenditure in connection with clothing or Hospital Comforts. 


GENERAL. 


Brandfort Camp.—The subject as to whether Brandfort or Springfontein should 
be chosen as the last remaining camp was carefully gone into, with the result that 
Brandfort was selected as the more suitable of the two. At the date of writing that 
camp has a population of 621 persons, several of which number are new arrivals from 
Springfontein a which has now ‘been practically closed. I anticipate a very, 
heavy fall during the current month. Many’ of the present inmates are widows, 
orphans, aged persons and imbeciles. | 
iaiarerrtidepecnrmnnseninareepeisetasllantnaarenseereaap uinemnstenaearapanaaneniiasatis agi =e A OC CLOT TLE LPL LC 
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Colonel Wilkins.—It is with extreme et that I have to report that on the 
first day of February Colonel Wilkins, whilst riding to the office on his bicycle, met. with 
a very serious accident through his machine colliding with some loose stones on the 
road. He was thrown heavily, breaking his left collar bone and receiving a general 
bruising of the whole of the left side of the body. Although he is progressing fairly 
favourably, I am afraid it will be some weeks before he will be allowed to resume his 
duties with the Department. 

As Medical and General Inspector of Refugee Camps, I have been instructed to 
take charge of the Department pending Colonel Wilkin’s recovery. — 

3 I have, &c., 
A. J. Tonkin, 
Acting Chief Superintendent, Refugee Camps, 
Orange River Colony. 
His Excellency Lord Milner, 
Governor of Transvaal and Orange River Colony, 
Johannesburg. 





9795 
No. 184a. 


Mr. CHAMBERLAIN to Governor VISCOUNT MILNER: 
(Sent 12.25 p.m., March 21, 1903.) 
TELEGRAM. 
[Answered by No. 187.] , 
21st March. No.1 War Office have received telegram from South Africa stating 


that all burghers and families on leaving refugee camps have been supplied with . 


camp equipment and rations for one month, cost of which, from £90,000 to £130,000, 
it is apparently proposed to charge to army funds. Presume this only refers to period 
before Ist J mips 1903. It appears from instructions contained in your despatch, 
No. 263, of 5th July,* that this is regarded as part of general camp expenditure fall- 
ing on army funds before that date. | 

Please telegraph whether it is proposed to charge any part of camp expenditure 
after 1st January, ¢.g., on returning prisoners of war, to army funds. 





15206 | 


No. 185. 
Governor Sir H. E. McCALLUM to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. 
(Received April 25, 1903.) 
: [Answered by No. 186.] 
(No. 82.) 
Sr, Government House, screamin Natal, March 31, 1903. 
I nave the honour to forward herewith copy of Final Report by the General 


Superintendent of Natal Burgher Camps. 
I have, &e., 
HENRY McCALLUM. 


Enclosure in No. 185. 
GENERAL SUPERINTENDENT OF BuRGHER Camps, Natal, to GovEeRNor. 
Final Report. | 
Your EXceE.iency, Timber Street, Pietermaritzburg, Natal, March 30, 1903. 


I HAVE now the honour to present to you my final report on the work of this 
department. | 


I took up duty here on Ist October, 1901, and at once commenced arrangements 
for the reception of a large number of people that His Excellency the High Commis- 


* Not printed. 
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done without any expensive heads of departments, even the medic 
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sioner was anxious to get away from the Transvaal. By the end of December, 1901, 
there were 11,500 inmates in Natal Camps, by the end of February 1902, there were 
20,000, which steadily increased until ultimately there were about 30,000 people passed 
through Natal Camps. 

he housing of these people in so short a time was a serious difficulty. I was 
advised by the Burgher Camps Department, Pretoria, to erect canvas shelters, soms 


advised grass houses, the Military Authorities had already erected some canvas huts. 


I went into the matter of cost with the Public Works Department, and found that 
plain wood and iron buildings would be cheaper and better in every way, so, after 


‘consultation with you, this was adopted; the result has been most satisfactory, after 


having had the use of them for more than a year without a penny cost for repairs we 
have obtained nearly as much as they cost. I estimate that a saving of at least 
£100,000, has been effected by using wood and iron instead of canvas, and_the people 
have been much more comfortable. | 

The total cost of Camps in Natal has been £437,800 8s. 6d.; £27,243 5s. 7d., of 
which was expended by the Military Authorities; sales, and returns to Ordnance 
Department have realized £131,486 8s. 7d., leaving the actual cost of Camps in Natal 


at £306,313 19s. 11d. A schedule of expenditure* under various headings is appended. 


Sums of money have been pl to my credit as required, and my accounts 
frequently audited. 
As you are aware it has been my constant endeavour to keep down the cost of 


‘Camps while making them as comfortable and efficient as I reasonably could, and 


I am pleased that I was able to reduce expenditure in many ways. The cost would 
have been considerably less but for the very heavy expenditure in hospital arrange- 
ments; we were, however, rewarded by the low death rate in Natal Camps. The sick 
had the very best attention possible. i | | 
Very large savings were made by concentrating our Camps along the Durban 
Main Water Supply, although there was much opposition from the Ladies’ Commission 
and others. 

Had the recommendations of that Commission been carried out I think the extra 
cost would have been at least £50,000, on one item alone where boarded floors were 
recommended at a cost of £6 per hut, I supplied two woolpacks at a cost of 1/6 each. 

I am pleased to be able to say that no payment of any amount, although we had 
monthly tenders and accounts, was made without my signature to the cheque. 

I have always, every month, gone carefully into each tender for rr a piey and have 

and nursing 
staffs have been arranged for in this office. 

The cost of our Camps was increased by the very high rates at which we were 


.charged for supplies taken over from the military. : 


Although many charges were less in Natal, rent of land, sanitation, and transport 


_at the Coast Camps were very much higher than in the Transvaal. The Durban Bay 


gape Company gave their land at J acobs without any charge for rent, they were 
e exception. 

While in Natal many families were allowed to leave camp and live in rivate 
houses or with friends and numbers were allowed to go out and earn money, large 
number were employed in camps as police, ration issuers, &c., and over £10,000 was 
paid to them in wages. Much of the work oni buildings, &c., has also been done by 
inmates of camps. a 2 

Committees of leading women were formed in camps to assist the medical 
officers and to regulate the distribution of clothing, &c. 

Dutch Ministers were employed in all camps and regular services held. A bonus 
has been given for their work. ey 

Food supplies were regularly obtained and seldom any delay in their delivery. 
Fresh meat was issued three times a week, fresh bread daily, potatoes, onlons, rice, 
sugar, tea, coffee, milk, soap, candles, &c., well supplied. Plenty of fresh milk, eggs, 
and chickens were supplied to the hospitals and yet buying as we did, much of which 
was in bond, it. only cost. about £1 5s. per head per month for all charges. _ 

There were serious epidemics of measles, whooping-cough, and scarlatina. Every 

effort was made to prevent enteric by destructors, and cleanliness of camps. The total 
number of deaths in our camps during Civil Administration was 753, bemg 45 men, 143 
women, 98 children under 12 years, 285 under 5 years, 182 under 1 year. 





* Not printed. 
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At one time there were over 5,000 children in our camp schools. Lectures, . 
illustrated by lantern slides on the British Empire, were frequently given. 

I can confidently say that the people were as happy and contented as the 
circumstances would admit. | 

After the general surrender the work of returning the people to their homes. 
commenced. At. first all applications to return were submitted to the authorities of 
the district to which they wished to return. The restrictions were gradually with- 
drawn and the camps were cleared by the end of the year 1902. 

The Transvaal Department has thanked this Office for the expeditious and satis- 
factory manner of their return. > baal 
_ The work of realizing our assets and completing our accounts has been carried out 
as expeditiously as possible with I think satisfactory results. | 


The following sales have been made :— 


Public sales, Mooi River. 
Public sales, Eshowe. 
Public sales, Jacobs, 
Public sales, Merebank. 
Public sales, Maritzburg. | 
Buildings to Repatriation Department. 
Furniture to Education Department, _ 
Stores to Burgher Camp Department, Transvaal. | 
Equipment to Ordnance Department. ) 
All books and records are being sent to the Liquidation Offices, at Pretoria, in 
one of Mr. Noble, A.G.S.B.C., and his assistants. . 
y accounts have been ready to be finally audited, so as to have all clear before 
leaving, as per accompanying balance sheet, but the Director of Burgher Camps, 
ey , now informs me that the accounts will be audited there. | 
The Natal Government has willingly rendered what assistance I required, the 
Public Works, Railway, Postal, and Law Departments have helped me in many 
ways. | 
In conclusion, I have to thank the various members of my Staff who have worked 
so willingly and so well; Messrs. Noble, Milne, and Sharp, of my Head Office Staff, 
have rendered me great assistance, Mr. Povall, my buyer in Durban has done his work 
well, and Superintendent Bousfield, Struben, and Hunter, have all been excellent men 
most popular with the people. 
have to thank Your Excellency for your interest in the work and for the kind 
manner in which you have always treated me. It is now nearly three-and-half years 
since I volunteered for active service. I have done my best in many ways to assisb- 
the Government, and glad to know that I have given satisfaction and thank His 
Excellency the High Commissioner, and the Executive of the Transvaal for their- 
Resolution and letter. 


, 
} 





I have, &c., 
Tuomas K. Murray, 
General Superintendent, 

Burgher Camps, Natal. 

His Excellency 
The Governor of Natal, 
Pietermaritzburg. 
15206 | 
No. 186. : 
Mr. CHAMBERLAIN to Governor Sm H. E. McCALLUM. 
(No. 57.) } 

Sir, | Downing Street, May 15, 19038. 


[ nave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch, No. 82, of the 
3ist of March,* forwarding a copy of the final report of the General Superintendent ’ 
of the Natal Burgher Camps. erag’ 


a ee ee ne ee ee ee — 


* No. 185. 
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2. I wish to express my high appreciation of the valuable and efficient services 
rendered by Sir Thomas Murray and his staff. 


IT have, &ce., 
J. CHAMBERLAIN. 


32242 
No. 187. 


Lreutenant-Governor Sm A. LAWLEY to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. 
(Received 5.40 p.m., August 28, 1903.) 
TELEGRAM. 
[Copy to War Office, August 31, 1903, LF.) 


28th August. No.2. Referring to your telegrams of 21st March, No. 1,* and 
16th July, No. 2,¢ regret delay in replying owing to papers overlooked. 

No charge of any kind is made against army with respect to camp expenditure 
after the Ist January, 1903. Camp equipment and month’s rations referred to were 
issued to burghers leaving camp for their farms after close of hostilities. These were 
free issues to burghers and Superintendents of camps were instructed to write them 
off from camp books by authority from Lord Milner. Understand that he arranged 
matter with concurrence (of) Lord Kitchener but am not aware of any correspond- 
ence. Suggest that you consult with him when he is in London. 





~~ 








* No. 184A. + Not printed ; reminder. 
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(16.) All orphans shall receive, in addition to the ordinary instruction in school, 
such training in some trade or industrial occupation as shall fit them to become self- 
-Supporting members of the community. 
E. B. Saran, 
Director of Education for the Transvaal 
and Orange River Colony. 





. 20545 
No. 139. 


Mr. CHAMBERLAIN to Hicn Commissioner VISCOUNT MILNER. 
(Sent 10.35 a.m., July 8, 1902.) 

TELEGRAM. - 

[Answered by No. 141.] 


July 8. No. 1. Referring to your despatch, No. 440, 2nd May,* 831 native 
children appear to have died in January in camps. Trust that this rate is now 
reduced. 





25986 
No. 140. 


Mr. CHAMBERLAIN to Governor VISCOUNT MILNER. 
(Sent 4.30 p.m., July &, 1902.) 
TELEGRAM. 
[Answered by No. 145a.] 


July 8. No.4. With reference to suggestion that instructors in spinning and 
weaving should be sent out to introduce these industries among Boer population in 
refugees camps, Wilson has learned that there would be no ifficulty in engaging 
such persons in Scotland. Sargant suggested 10 spinners, 5 weavers, at £60 and 
£100 per annum respectively, with board and lodging. It is believed that £100 
with board and lodging would secure skilled workers in both branches, who will be 
all females. Please state whether this may be offered and to how many. Other 
conditions of engagement as in case of ordinary teachers. Telegraph reply. 





28218 
No. 141. 


Hicu Commissioner VISCOUNT MILNER to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. 
(Received 8.15 p.m., July 10, 1902.) 
TELEGRAM. 


July 10. No. 621. Your telegram, No. 1, 8th J uly.¢ Following statistics of 
native locations in Transvaal and Orange River Colony. Men (?) 1,700, women (?) 
30,300, children about 57,000. Deaths for May, 58 men, 103 women, 325 children. 
Deaths for June, 50 men, 99 women, 192 children. 





29655 
No. 142. 


Hicnh Commissioner VISCOUNT MILNER to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. 
(Received July 19, 1902. 
(No. 583.) 


High Commissioner’s Office, Johannesburg, June 20, 1902. 
_ . WitH reference to your despatch, No. 579, of 15th May,{ I have the honour 
to inform you that the arrangement referred to was only entered into because of the 
“absolute dearth of white labour. In my opinion there is little fear that the burghers 


* 20545 : not printed. t No. 139. t No. 118, 
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9 4. Sanitation—The sanitation of camps is most satisfactory and most camps are: 
now doing their own sanitary work. | 

5. The General State of Health in Camps.—The general state of health in camps is. 
most satisfactory and leaves nothing to be desired. : Fi Ars. 

6. Reports and Returns—No additional reports or returns have been called for 
during the past month. 


7. Financial.—The nett Se aioe yo during this month was £103,052 2s. 10d.,.~ 
making the total expenditure to June 30th, 1902, £1,088,995 12s. 2d. _ nest 


The average numbers in camps during June were 40,360, at an average daily cost per: 
person of 1s, 81d. : | ei 

The cost of clothing given free to destitute a and for hospital use has been 
£4;290 8s. Id. and hospital comforts bought during the month have cost £660 4s. 7d. 


8. Fuel and Transport.—Fuel.—This has been most unsatisfactory, notwithstanding 
the repeated efforts made to obtain an adequate supply for the various camps. The chief 
reason for the short supply is the want of empty trucks. If I could have a sufficient 
supply of these for the Lingtiseh Company, I would have no difficulty in keeping my 
camps supplied with wood, the want of which, at this time of the year, is more keenly felt 
than at any other. : 


Some camps have had no supply at all during the month, and have had to carry on 
as best they:could. I cannot be responsible for the carrying on of these camps unless _ 
this urgent matter receives proper attention. 

Transport.—Matters are now very satisfactory under this heading, and there are: 
shee animals to do the necessary work, chiefly through the kind co-operation of the 

ilitary. | 
ri Shops.—No difficulties. 

10. Clothing.— Ample and satisfactory. 

The people are SS clad and are able to withstand the very severe cold weather: 
experienced during the month. : 


11. Supplies—The quality of supplies is in every way satisfactory and no com- 
plaints have been received thereon. 


The meat supply has on the whole been good, occasionally portions have to be: 
condemned, but as this is of rare occurrence, it is of no importance. 


12. Camp Industries—There has been a slight check in this department owing to- 
the excitement of the movements of refugees, but in many camps the work is ail a | 
satisfactorily. 

13. Linalnittniee the past month school work in the camps has been some- 
what disturbed owing to various causes. There was the declaration of peace and the- 
excitement consequent upon that. Fathers who had been on commando returned to- 
their families, and there was further the prospect of an early return to the farms. 


There was also a very severe storm in the southern part of the Colony, which did a 
great deal of damage. Considering all the circumstances the attendance was fairly well 
maintained. — | 

General Christiaan de Wet visited several of the Camps. THe inspected and was. 
greatly interested in the “pda, fe the schools, and expressed himself as being greatly 
pleased with the work that was being done. 


For the teachers the event of the month was the holding of a great Conference in 
Johannesburg. About 250 teachers from the Orange River Colony attended this. 
Conference, of whom about 150 were drawn from the camp schools. 


14. General.—We had a spell of very severe wintry weather in. Aliwal North, 
Norvals Pont, and Spri Sgr and a violent snow-storm knocked over several tents. 
and unroofed several of the huts. Owing to the energetic action of the superintendents, 
medical officers, and staff the refugees were speedily housed in other quarters, and every 
care taken that the effects of the severe chill resulting from the exposure should be 
obviated. This was successful and no deaths from exposure occurred, and only one case 
of pneumonia was admitted from this cause. he ea 

There has been an increase in the total number of refugees in our camps. This is. 
owing to a large number of refugees, chiefly women and children;who have come into- 
our camps at Vredefort Koad, Heilbron, Kroonstad, and Winburg, but the increase will 
be only very temporary. | sin 
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‘A great number of surrendered burghers also have found their families in camps and . 


have helped to swell the number. . “is 
biog i | : I have, &e., » 
| James S. WILKINS, 
aE Colonel, I.M.S., 
-. Chief Superintendent Refugee Camps, ~ 
‘To His Excellency = © sib ane 
t. The High Commissioner, - 


i _/ -- Johannesburg. 


165°. 


range River Colony. 





No. 151. 


Governor VISCOUN T MILNER to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. 


| : | (Received August 23, 1902.) 
'- (Transvaal. No. 346.) 


High Commissioner’s Office, Johannesburg, 
' August 2, 1902. 
Wir reference to my despatch, No. 329, of July 19th,* I have the honour 
to enclose, for your information, a copy of the undermentioned document on the 
subject of Repatriation of Boer families in Transvaal and Natal. 
| | : I have, &c., 
MILNER, 
Governor, 


Sir, 





SCHEDULE oF ENCLOSURES. T 


From Director of Burgher Camps, Pretoria. Letter. J uly 10, 1902. 


From Governor, Natal. Telegram. No. 1. July 22, 1902. 

To Governor, Natal. Telegram. No. 59. July 23, 1902. 

From Governor, Natal. Telegram. No. 3. July 22, 1902. 

From Governor, Natal. Telegram. No.1. July 27, 1902. 

To Governor, Natal. Telegram. No. 62. July 27, 1902. 

From Governor, Natal. Telegram. No. 1. ‘July 28, 1902. 

10. From Captain Bald. Letter. July 25, 1902. . tf | 

11. From Repatriation Department, Pietersburg. Letter. July 26, 1902. 

12. Rough estimate of repatriation salaries and wages. 

13. Rough estimate of Transport expenditure for one year. | =a, 
14. Statement of goods ordered by Sub-Committee, Repatriation, to 31 July. 
15. From Director of Transport, Pretoria (with enclosures A to H). August 1. 
16. Memorandum of number of Burghers repatriated. 


ONTO oR Oh 





GENERAL REPORT ON TRANSVAAL BURGHER CAMPS FOR JUNE. 


Enclosure 1 in No. 151. 


From Drrecror or Burcuer Camps, Pretoria, to His Excellency the Hicu Com- 
? MISSIONER, Johannesburg. 


Burgher Camps Department, New Law Courts, 
“My Lorn, Pretoria, July 23, 1902. 

I nave the honour to submit herewith the general report on the Burgher Camps 
fn the Transvaal for the month of June. The reports of Superintendents and Medical 
ie ea of Camps are also forwarded herewith, and the usual Statistical Returns are 
attached. 

The mortality shows a still further decline, and the amount of sickness is very 
small. There were 74 deaths during the month, which gives a death rate per mille 
per annum, calculated on the:actual population of the camps, of 19.96. This is very 





- 


penne * 32,813 : not printed. 
t Only enclosure 1 (with the Superintendents’ Reports) has been printed. 


Monthly Report of Transvaal Burgher Camps for June. July 28, 1902. «’ 
To Director of Burgher Camps, Pretoria, July 12, 1902. net 


' 


